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Colonel Santos Benavides Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher because I 
always liked to help others in any way I could, and that filled me 
with satisfaction and made me feel proud.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?  The school 
year of 2020-2021 is my 19th consecutive year with United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? As a recent 
immigrant who had just started 8th grade in middle school 
and knew no English, I became fascinated by Mr. Jose Luis 
Resendiz.  I will never forget how he treated everyone in his 
classroom.  He showed me nothing but patience and dedication. 

4. Describe your job in three words. My job is demanding, 
virtually challenging, and nurturing.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first- year teacher?  I wish someone had told me 
that the role of a teacher is more than just teaching.  We become 
parents, nurses, life coaches, dream instillers, organizers, 
entertainers, accountants, rule enforcers, decorators, nose 
wipers, among many other jobs.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher? My students have taught me to be humble, 
accept that I make mistakes, and inspire me to always give 

them my best. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? More than just 
accomplishing a professional goal and preparing students 
academically, being a teacher is powerful.  I inspire my students 
to be kind, patient, respectful, accountable, honest, and to 
believe in themselves.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
The best advice I give people is that what counts in life is not the 
mere fact that we have lived.  It is what difference we have made 
to the lives of others that will determine the significance of the 
life we lead.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? I am an “uncertified” chef.  I have been cooking 
ever since I was 10 years old.  I used to take care of my 4 
younger siblings while my mother went to work.  It was a need 
that became a passion.  My culinary talents bring family and 
friends over to my house.  I don’t use measuring cups, and I can 
cook just about any dish.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mother has 
influenced my life.  As a single mother, she showed me what 
hard work is, to love, to have faith, to be grateful, and to be 
strong.  I have become who I am thanks to her.

Hiroshima Hernandez
5th Grade Dual Language Teacher
Col. Santos Benavides Elementary

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher because I love children and I 
wanted to make a positive impact in their lives. 

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? 25 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My mom was my best teacher growing up. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Amazing, Rewarding, Challenging

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher?
I wish someone had told me to learn to adapt to 
change. Be willing to change routines, schedules, 
lessons, etc. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 

about being a better teacher?  
My little scholars have taught me patience.  

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?  
Teaching is an incredible important job because 
you are light to those little persons in your class. 
We have to be a bright positive light in their lives. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? The best advice I have ever been 
given is to enjoy life.  Live, laugh, love.  

9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had? 
One skill people would never guess I have is 
the ability to create little songs for practically 
everything I teach.  

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My 
parents have influenced me the most in my life.

Adriana Cantu
1st Grade
Col. Santos Benavides Elementary
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Freedom Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? Becoming a teacher 
was always my dream since I was in elementary school. 
I remember my kinder teacher Mrs. McDonald and my 
2nd grade teacher Mrs. Prescott where the reason for me 
wanting to become a teacher. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have been working with United ISD for the past 15 years. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? I can’t really 
say who my best teacher was growing up because there 
have been many great teachers that were put down my 
path of education. From my kinder teacher all the way to 
my professors at TAMIU. I have had the opportunity to be 
inspired by many great professionals. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Engaging. Students. Learning.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? Don’t get comfortable 
and be ready for change. From one day to the next things 
change and you need to be mentally and physically prepared 
to adapt. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? One thing that students have taught 

me is that they too can do the teaching. We as teachers learn 
from our students and that makes me better at what I do. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching is 
an incredibly important job because it is what shapes the 
future. Teaching has the potential to transform lives and 
gives the chance to inspire children to be confident, creative 
and to believe in themselves.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
To never give up. Follow your dreams. Believe in yourself. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? One skill or talent I think not everyone 
knows about me is that I like to act in theater arts. It might 
have been a long time since I had done a play but if I were 
given the chance to participate in one I wouldn’t hesitate to 
do so. Learn those lines and put on a show!

10. Who has influenced you most in life? The person that has 
influenced me the most in my life as I was growing up was 
my mom. I grew up being taught to be better and to always 
want better for myself, follow my dreams, and to not depend 
on anyone but myself. My high school sweetheart and now 
husband for 18 years has been most influential, pushing me 
to continue my dreams and always being supportive through 
anything I want to do. 

Jennifer Martinez
STREAM Facilitator/Science-1st-5th 
Freedom Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
To instill in students the love of learning, just like 
I had.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? 
I have taught 15 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Ms. Ruth Young

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, engaging, inspiring

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher? 
Classroom organization is very important. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? If you respect the 
students, they will respect you. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
The teacher is the role model that students will 
look up to.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? 
Learn from your mistakes.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?    I love gardening. 
    
10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My daughters and son are my biggest influence. 

Connie Carranza
Reading Intervention Teacher
Freedom Elementary School
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Dr. M. E. Malakoff Elementary School
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Dr. M. E. Malakoff Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? It is imperative for all 
our students to succeed. It takes a special team to teach 
students with special needs. I chose to become a teacher 
to be a part of that special team who ensures their 
success. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have been a proud United ISD employee for 15 years. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? I had a 
wonderful teacher in middle school that would always 
push us to do our personal best at everything we did.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Crucial, Challenging and Rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? 
As a first year teacher, I would have liked to have 
been made aware of the fact that every student in my 
classroom would have a unique style of learning and 
creativity is needed to figure out each student’s style. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? My students have encouraged me 
to strengthen my determination to work without ceasing 
to accomplish my goals, no matter how impossible it may 
seem. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching lays the foundation for all other careers that 
shape our future.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? My mother has always told me “You can achieve 
anything you set your mind to.” 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? 
I love crafting!
 
10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My mother has been the greatest influence in my 
life. She has taught me the importance of hard work, 
determination, and strength. 

Stephanie Buentello
K-3rd - Special Ed. - Resource  
Dr. M. E. Malakoff Elementary

1. Why did you become a teacher? Growing up in a family 
of educators, I saw the impact they made in a life of a child. 
I wanted to do the same. I knew that there were many 
challenges in this career.  My family instilled in me self-
worth and I wanted to do the same for students.  

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 20 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My best teacher 
was my high school Algebra teacher.  Mrs. Lupita Howard 
taught me that even though a math problem has only one 
answer, it’s ok to think outside the box to get your answer.  
She instilled in me that we could arrive at the answer in 
many different ways.  It’s ok to be a creative thinker.   

4. Describe your job in three words. Challenging, Humbling, 
Passionate

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? I wish someone had 
told me that being an educator would be difficult at times.  
The little victories are awesome.  I had to learn to be patient 
with myself. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 

being a better teacher? My students have taught me that it’s 
ok to make mistakes.  We learn from the mistakes.  The best 
thing that my students have taught me is determination.  
“You Don’t Give Up.”

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching 
is so important because we get to change and make 
a difference in a child’s life.  We instill work ethic and 
dedication in children.  Most importantly, as educators we 
instill self -worth. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
My dad always told me that, “Teaching Comes from the 
Heart.”  

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I love to bake.   This is also another 
passion I have.  Baking cookies and cakes for my dog is an 
awesome pastime for me. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My dad influenced 
me the most in my life.  He inspired me to become an 
educator.  I always saw his dedication and commitment to 
his job.  I saw how he changed and impacted so many lives 
during his teaching career.  

Sandra May Recio
5th Grade
Dr. M. E. Malakoff Elementary
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Senator Judith Zaffirini Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher because I wanted to make a 
difference in the lives of as many students as I 
could. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
13 years 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
My favorite teacher was my 7th grade ELAR 
teacher, Mrs. Speer.  She was an amazing teacher 
that believed in each of her students.  She has been 
a big part of my educational journey.  I thank her for 
believing in me and making me the teacher I am 
today.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, Motivating, and Creative 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher? 
Admit your mistakes, and learn from them.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being abetter teacher? 
To have a sense of humor. It really makes a big 
difference for both students and teachers.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredible profession, because each 
day you have the opportunity to see students grow 
and celebrate their successes and challenges. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? There’s always room for improvement. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? I love to cook.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents have shaped me into the person I am 
today.  They are the two most influential people in 
my life.  My parents have taught me by example.  
I value the ability my parents have given me to 
become a more eager person to strive for the best.

Yentl Castaneda 
3rd Grade/ Math & Science 
Zaffirini Elementary School 

1. Why did you become a teacher? My decision to become a teacher 
was inspired by my nieces. I would take care of them while my 
sister attended the university.  I was motivated by their endless 
love for others and their surroundings, the way they think, see life 
and go joyously about their day.  I wanted to be around others with 
the same energy and enthusiasm for life every day. So what better 
opportunity than to become an educator? My other passion is being 
physically active. This drove me toward a teaching career in Fitness 
and Sports.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? I have been a 
Physical Education teacher with United ISD for 17 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My best teacher growing 
up was my mom. She taught me resilience, to lead with strength 
and to have strong work ethic practices along with determination 
while maintaining loyalty and honesty to myself and others. She 
learned this from her mom who was also very influential when I was 
growing up.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Gratifying. Lively. Immeasurable.
  
5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you 
were a first-year teacher? I wish I was advised about how much the 
students would amaze me more than they would disappoint me. 

Therefore, I enjoy encouraging coworkers as well as the parents and 
students.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher? My students have continued to show me how 
incredibly fascinating their minds are and how infinitely able they 
are to learn and try new things.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching is important 
because not only do we focus on the core subject, but countless 
more. Teachers are responsible for enhancing every student’s 
individual talents, skills, confidence, and personality to be productive 
and responsible individuals.  We also teach the students to analyze 
and apply their learned skills in everyday life.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
The best advice has been, “Every new encounter is a chance for a 
positive one, so go shine your light!”

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that 
you had? I am a licensed Esthetician and I like to sing.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? I would have to refer to 
my mom once again. She still continues to be very passionate, 
determined and full of love with a kind heart. She is always willing to 
help others and always puts others before herself.

Sandra M. Guerra
Pre-K thru 5th/Physical Education
Zaffirini Elementary School
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San Isidro Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher 
because I wanted to make a difference in the lives of 
many scholars. My passion to help shape tomorrow’s 
future came from my 4th grade teacher, who made an 
impact and motivated me to love learning early on. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my 6th year teaching at United ISD. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My best 
teacher growing up was Mrs. Villarreal in 4th grade. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Adventurous. Loving. Innovative. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? Enjoy every 
day with your scholars and set high standards for them! 
Children can do so much more than we give them credit 
for. Their amazing achievements will only motivate them 
to keep going for more. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? My scholars have taught me that 
relationships matter! Hear your students out! Building 

that trust, will open doors to how your classroom culture 
will be like for the school year. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is incredibly important because without it no 
other professions would exist. Every professional began 
his or her journey with a teacher. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Plan ahead, and be as organized as can be! Now 
more than ever, educators across the country are faced 
with planning and adjusting lessons to fit their remote 
learning classrooms. Anything is possible if you are 
prepared!  

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? A hidden talent of mine would be 
cooking and baking! I absolutely LOVE to cook and bake 
in my kitchen. Especially during the holidays! 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? Both of my 
parents have been my greatest influence. Their actions 
and sacrifices they’ve made across the years speak 
louder than words.

Maria Rodriguez
Kinder/ All Subject Areas - (Dual) 
San Isidro Elementary School 

1. Why did you become a teacher? As a child, I was inspired 
by my elementary school educators to follow their path and 
become a teacher. I think it is a beautiful profession and I am 
very proud to serve our Laredo community by educating and 
shaping the minds of our young scholars. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? I have taught 
for six years and am currently working towards completing my 
seventh year of teaching. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? One teacher that 
truly influenced my education was my third grade teacher, Mrs. 
Dehnee, from University Avenue Elementary School in Blaine, 
MN. She was a very nurturing and patient teacher who helped 
me as a recent arrival student from Mexico. She was always 
very kind and patient when teaching me.

4. Describe your job in three words. Three words that describe 
my job as a teacher are: nurturing, enthusiastic, and selfless. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first- year teacher? I wish someone had shared that 
every year has its challenges and despite how far in advance we 
plan, it is important to take our profession one day at a time. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher? One thing my scholars have taught me is the 
importance of working together to make learning fun. I like to 
receive input from my scholars to reflect on my teaching and 
continue to make learning meaningful and fun. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? I believe teaching 
is an important job because educators help shape the minds 
of our community members. Every profession in our country is 
influenced by the knowledge an educator instilled.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? The 
best advice I have ever been given is to be your best at all times 
because being successful is not about being the best, but doing 
YOUR best. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? One skill people would never guess I have is that I 
like to practice yoga on my spare time. I really enjoy meditating 
and finding peace through my practice.  

10. Who has influenced you most in life? While growing up I was 
influenced by my mother and father’s work ethic. They always 
encouraged me to follow my dreams and strive to be the best I 
can be. 

Deyanira Gonzalez
3rd Grade 
San Isidro Elementary School

NOVEMBER 2020
Senator Judith Zaffirini Elementary School
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Salvador Garcia Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I decided to become 
a teacher because I realized that I would be able to 
make a difference in somebody’s life on a daily basis. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my fifth consecutive year as a teacher with 
United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My English 
II teacher, Mrs. L. Dunn-Castro, was one who inspired 
me to always want to be better. She motivated me to 
keep pushing even when I came across failure and 
constantly reminded me that my mistakes were proof 
that I was trying. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding. Innovative. Exciting.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? As a first-
year-teacher, I wish someone had told me to always try 
to consider students’ interests when planning lessons.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? My students have taught 
me that learning something new can be done in a fun 
and exciting way when their interests are taken into 
consideration. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching 
is incredibly important because we have the greatest 
influence on student achievement. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? The best advice I have been given is to never 
give up on my students no matter how hard it gets.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I am a great cook. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mother. 
She has taught me to always be respectful and 
responsible, even in the hardest of times. She has 
also instilled in me to always see the positive side in 
everything. 

Jessica Jasso
7th Grade, Creative Writing
Salvador Garcia Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I had excellent 
teachers all throughout my school years.  Becoming a 
teacher was my way of saying Thank You to all of them.  
Thank you for believing in me and encouraging me to 
strive to go further in life. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 29 
years 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? Mrs. Rogelio, 
a middle school math teacher.  She was tough but fair. 

4. Describe your job in three words.
Fulfilling, Inspiring, Rewarding. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? I wish someone 
had told me to be understanding.  I did not realize the 
differences in social economic levels of students until 
I became a teacher.  I thought every child had loving 
encouraging parents at home that provided the daily 
necessities to go to school. My first year was definitely 
an eye-opener. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? My students have taught me to 
never give up on them.  Even when times get hard and it 
feels like no one is paying attention, students find a way 
to show you what they are capable of. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching provides an opportunity to provide students 
with structure and guidance.  It allows me to show the 
students how to be-problem solvers, and that there is 
more than one-way to find a solution. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? To relax.  Things always work out at the end. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? Dancing.  I love to dance to any 
music but Tejano music is my passion.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents 
have always been my rock.  I love them so much. 

Estela Rocha Morales 
7th/8th Grade Math
Salvador Garcia Middle School


