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Finley Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
To have a positive impact on students who 
struggle with learning. 

2. How many years have you taught at 
United ISD?
4 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mrs. Cantu, my 4th grade teacher. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, fun, rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone 
had told you when you were a first-year 
teacher?
Don’t take work home.

6. What’s one thing your students have 
taught you about being a better teacher?
Patience 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important 
job?
You help shape little minds. 

8. What has been the best advice you have 
ever been given? Spend time building 
relationships with students.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had?
I like Interior design.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My parents.

Paola Gomez
1st - 3rd Resource

Finley Elementary School
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Finley Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I knew I wanted to be a teacher since I was a little girl. I 
really wanted to make a difference in children’s lives.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have been a teacher at United ISD 21 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
My best teacher was Mrs. A. Cantu, a 5th grade teacher.  
She was very patient, caring, and understanding. She 
helped me through all my challenges, and, thanks to 
her I learned English.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Exciting, rewarding, and life changing.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? I wish I had 
been told that teaching children in a way that makes it 
fun for them makes them even more receptive. They 
enjoy the process of learning when they are having fun.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
My students have taught me about love and affection. 
Affection can be a strong motivation for learning; it 
makes students happy. I have learned that, to truly 
make a difference in student’s lives, there needs to be 
love. Love brings patience and understanding which 
are so important in teaching. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
Being a teacher is an incredibly important job because 
it is a commitment to provide the best education 
possible in order to help our students succeed and 
reach their goals.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? The best advice I have been given is to take 
things day by day. As teachers we want to accomplish 
so much on a daily basis. When the end of the day 
arrives, we rarely get to do everything we originally 
planned. I have learned just take things a step at a 
time. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I sing a little, mostly for my church events.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My greatest 
influences have been my parents. Both of my parents 
are very hard-working individuals. They labored so 
much to provide for me and my brother. Although they 
only attended early schooling in Mexico, my parents 
always encouraged me to get an education and 
establish a career. 

Diana Ramirez
Dyslexia Teacher (1st - 5th Grade)

Finley Elementary School
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Zaffirini Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher because I can make a difference 
in the life of a child just like my 6th grade reading 
teacher did for me. She cared enough to help me 
learn to read, and that left a beautiful memory in my 
heart. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have taught for 22 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My 6th grade reading teacher, Mrs. Nancy Wright.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Extremely Challenging & Rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher?
One thing that I wish I was told in my first year of 
teaching was that multitasking was a must to survive 
in education. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
One thing my students have taught me during my 
teaching career is that ALL students can learn but not 
all at the same pace or in the same way. Also, that if 
you fight for what you believe in, it will happen.  

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
It an incredibly important job because we are 
educating shaping our future.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given?
The best advice I have been given is to believe in 
yourself and your students’ abilities.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I love to cook.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My mom has always been a big influence in my life.  
She is my number one motivator in everything I do.

Lorena C. Villarreal
5th Grade Dual Language Math Teacher

Zaffirini Elementary School
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Zaffirini Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher to prepare the students for 
the future and teach them that they can make a 
difference in the world. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
This is my 24th year teaching.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My best teacher growing up was Mrs. Rodriguez, 
my 3rd grade teacher. She was very nice and a great 
story teller.  

4. Describe your job in three words.
Challenging, rewarding, and inspiring.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher?
Relax. Things will get better with time and 
experience.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
My students have taught me that by teaching them 
at their own pace, they will grow to be independent 
learners.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?  
Teaching is an incredibly important job because you 
impact and influence the future of the students. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given?
Live life to the fullest.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I enjoy gardening.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My parents. They have always guided me and have 
been very supportive. 

Janelle Peña
Reading Intervention

Zaffirini Elementary School
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MAY 2022
San Isidro Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher to inspire and empower children to be 
the best they can be. Teaching children to become confident 
readers is my passion.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have been an educator for 24 years. This is my 5th year 
teaching at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Three teachers come to my mind from pivotal times in my 
life. Mrs. Chila Trevino, my first grade teacher at M.S. Ryan 
Elementary, Mr. Jack Davis, my speech and debate teacher 
at St. Augustine High School, and Dr. Juan Lira, my graduate 
school advisor. Each one believed in me, made me think 

critically, and always had the highest expectations. 

 4. Describe your job in three words.
Strategic, inspiring, dynamic.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher?
Reach out for support and don’t be afraid to ask for help. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher?
My students taught me that teaching with compassion 
and empathy empowers them to take risks and to believe 
in themselves. They also taught me the importance of 
celebrating our uniqueness.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
Teaching is an incredibly important job because every 
year we are given the special opportunity to build trusting 
relationships, serve as role models, and make a difference in 
a child’s life that can last a lifetime. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given?
The best advice my mother gave was to always treat the 
children as if they were my own, with respect, love, and 
compassion. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? Baking from scratch. My nephew says 
that I make the most delicious homemade dark chocolate 
chip cookies (with a hint of sea salt). Ha!

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My mother. She was an exceptional educator for 46 years. 
She taught me to work hard, think positive, follow my 
passion, and never give up.

Vanessa Cortez
Reading Interventionist

San Isidro Elementary School
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San Isidro Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I consider myself a lifelong learner. As a teacher 
you are always learning; from staff development, 
self-enrichment, your colleagues, and most 
importantly your students!

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my 21st year teaching at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
There are several teachers, but if I had to choose, 
it would be Mrs. Barbara Camina at Martin High 
School. She made geometry so much fun.         

 4. Describe your job in three words.
Dynamic, exciting, and evolving.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher?  Make 
sure and plan your restroom breaks! No, seriously.  
Don’t sweat the small stuff. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
I quickly learned to never have any preconceived 
notions.  Each teacher-student relationship 
is different.  When you start with a positive 
perspective you achieve positive results!

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
Teachers help shape future generations- 
academically and socially.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? When you choose a job you love, you’ll 
never have to work a day in your life. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I love to cook and bake.  I’m always experimenting 
with new recipes and different ingredients. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My 
grandmother and my aunt Diana are my greatest 
influence. I was determined to get an education 
and make my grandmother proud.  My aunt Diana 
has instilled in me a great work ethic.

MAY 2022
United Middle School

Gabriela Guerra
Fine Arts (K - 5th Grade)

San Isidro Elementary School
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United Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? As a child, Art enhanced 
my thoughts and creativity. This love for the Arts motivated 
me to become an Art teacher and foster a positive and 
creative learning environment for all students.   

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? I have 
been teaching at United ISD for 5 years. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My favorite 
teacher who not only influenced my career choice was 
my 6th grade teacher, Mrs. Vallone. Although Mrs. Vallone 
was a core teacher, she always implemented the arts and 
even taught us how to speak French. She was extremely 
passionate about teaching and equally dedicated to her 
students.  

4. Describe your job in three words. If I could describe my 
job in three words, those words would be: commitment, 
inspiration, and perseverance.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? Looking back, I wish 
someone would have told me that creating individualized 
connections with each student is the best thing you can do to 
make sure they are successful in the classroom.  Make the 
time for each student and get to know them. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about
being a better teacher? My students have definitely shown 
me that courage and true grit can overcome all. Our students’ 
perseverance during the covid pandemic has shown me not 
only their strengths, but also mine. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? You are 
responsible for growing and shaping the minds of our future.  
There isn’t a job more important than that aside from being a 
parent.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
The best advice comes from one of my favorite artist, Vincent 
Van Gogh. He once said “Great things are done by a series 
of small things brought together”. I apply those words in my 
classroom every day. Even the smallest gesture and action 
can be impactful to a child. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? The one skill or talent I have is that I am 
an actual portrait painter and photographer in my personal 
life. I do this as a hobby and passion.  

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mother has been 
the biggest influence in my life. Her knowledge, advice and 
wisdom are a major part of my everyday life. She is selfless, 
kind, and caring.

Joanne Valdez
8th Grade / Art

United Middle School
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United Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
The sensation of teaching peers in high school 
was great and motivating; taking the leadership in 
changing perspectives into positive and aspiring 
ones.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
This is my second year with United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My mother who raised me by herself and Mr. 
Velasquez, my high school science teacher in San 
Antonio.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Challenging, dynamic, worthwhile

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? There are 
some times when there is not enough time to teach 
everything and fall under the curriculum calendar.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? Each student has their 
own life experience in which there may be different 
ways to grasp concepts and how generations change 
forcing a teaching style to be modified.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Students are the future of the country; the foundation 
of an academic education is the root for a great 
economy and a well-functioning society.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Communication must be solid at all times to 
help each other to reach the best solutions.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
A natural ability and stamina to run and climb 
mountains with no training. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My Mother

Cesar Perez
6th Grade Math

United Middle 6th Grade Campus
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Elias Herrera Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I started my profession as a PE Teacher Aide and then 
as a Classroom Teacher Aide. As I worked and observed 
teachers and students I felt that I could contribute to our 
society by becoming a teacher.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
Fourteen years at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Coach Carmela Gonzalez was my mentor and Volleyball 
Coach at Martin High School

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Interesting, fun, and worthwhile

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? 
About the many hats we wear as a teacher/coach.

6. What is the one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? When they open up they will 
tell you how they appreciate that you take time to listen to 
them. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? I am 
always asked why I have always taught at the Middle 
School level and my response is that this is a critical time 
in a student’s life as they are transitioning from being a 
child to a young adult. I truly enjoy being a part of this 
transitioning time. I make it a point to teach that respect is 
a two-way street. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
To see my profession in a positive manner and that there 
is always a solution to every situation.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people don’t know 
you possess? Always having an optimistic view in all 
situations and putting my loved ones, students, and 
athletes’ health first.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mother, 
coming from a family of eight siblings who only had an 8th 
Grade education, held us to the highest standards when 
it came to our morals and values. My father, who work to 
provide financially for my family,, 

Raquel Quiroz
6th, 7th, 8th Gr. Athletics, PE & Health

Elias Herrera Middle School
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1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher 
because I wanted to make a difference in the life of 
students. I also want to inspire them to succeed in their 
future.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have been a Middle School Science Teacher for 17 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My best 
teacher was Mr. Peter Gonzalez. He was my science 
Teacher in St. Agustin. He inspired me to learn Science for 
a career. Thank you Mr. G.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, gratifying and exciting. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? 
I wish someone would have told me it would be an 
exciting career with a lot of challenges but would be 
worthwhile because I would be making a difference in 
students’ lives.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? My students have taught me to 
become a better listener when they need me the most. I 
believe in listening with my ears as well as with my heart. 
I am always eager to offer them wisdom, guidance and 
understanding.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teachers 
are the shape shifter of the world. We inspire students to 
see their bright future and to succeed in life. 
We offer them all our wisdom so they can go out and fly.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
The key to succeeding as a great teacher is to respect 
your students as young adults and treat them as if they 
were your own kids.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people don’t know 
you possess? The greatest skill I have is to work with my 
hands. I love the self-fulfillment of accomplishment in 
fixing anything that is broken.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? There have been 
4 people that have had a great influence in my life. Mom 
and Dad have always believed in me. My daughter and 
son have also played a major role in my life. They have 
taught me the true meaning of unconditional love. I love 
them all and thank them for being a part of my life.

Henry Long
7th Grade Science

Elias Herrera Middle School


