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Salinas Elementary School

 

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I had the best teachers and wanted to be just 
like them. They were model teachers who were 
committed to their students’ growth.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?  
This is my 6th year at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I had several.  My librarians were amazing, as 
were my math and english teachers.  My band 
directors worked with me year after year. Mrs. 
Uribe and Mrs. Ramon were great teachers who 

really pushed me to work hard and didn’t give up 
on me!

4. Describe your job in three words.
Fun, rewarding, collaborative

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher?
Don’t sweat the small stuff. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
That everyone has their own strengths and we are 
better when we work together! 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? We 
get to work with students to help them develop skills 
to get them through the rest of their life. That’s an 
amazing thing!  We are teaching generations when 
we teach the students in front of us!

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? Keep it simple or do what flows. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
I am a lifelong learner and love teaching, no matter 
the content!  

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
While my teachers were very influential people in 
my life, my family and my own kids have made me 
a better teacher!

Roberta Rios
Music

Salinas Elementary School
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1. Why did you become a teacher? When I was 
younger, it was difficult for me to learn English and 
I had a very patient and understanding teacher. 
She never made me feel like I wasn’t capable and 
pushed me until I accomplished my goal. It was 
because of her that I realized that one day I too 
wanted to be “that teacher” for my students. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my 8th year in the teaching profession. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
It was my 5th grade teacher Mrs. Villarreal. 

4. Describe your job in three words.
Challenging, exciting, and rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher?
I wish someone would have told me be ready to 
adapt to constant changes. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
My students have taught me to look beyond lesson 
plans and to understand them as individuals.   

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?  
Teaching is not just our job, our students will 
remember us for the rest of their lives and it’s up 
to us to make a positive impact for them. It’s more 
than just the day to day lesson. It’s really getting to 
know them. Once they see you truly care, they will 
respond better and make things that much easier. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given?
It was one of my college professors who shared 
the quote “If a child can’t learn the way we teach, 
maybe we should teach the way they learn.” 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
I can finish a whole tub of ice cream all by myself! 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My parents 

Perla Lara
5th ELAR/Science

Salinas Elementary School
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1. Why did you become a teacher?
I was inspired by my Mother and her dedication 
as a teacher.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? 24 Years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My parents. 

4. Describe your job in three words.
Exciting, unpredictable, and rewarding. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone 
had told you when you were a first- year 
teacher?
That it would be a lifelong career.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught 
you about being a better teacher?
Compassion.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important 
job? Teachers have a huge impact on the 
development of students. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given?
We have no limits except those that we put on 
ourselves. Everything is possible.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had?
I consider myself to be a very nurturing person.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My Mother.

Jose Luis Flores ll
Coach

Malakoff Elementary School
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1. Why did you become a teacher?
Both my grandmother and my aunt were teachers and 
I saw how rewarding the job was and how they felt 
accomplished in their life’s work. This inspired me to 
follow in their footsteps and to become a teacher. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have been teaching with the United Independent 
School District for 15 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
The best teacher I encountered was my 3rd grade 
teacher, Mrs. Solis. She was nurturing, caring and full 
of inspiration. 

 4. Describe your job in three words.
Challenging, inspiring, gratifying

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher?
I wish that someone would have told me that the “first 
day sets the tone for the rest of the year.” 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
My students have taught me that each student is a 
unique individual with a variety of needs and wants. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredible job because you are entrusted 
with providing children an education that can ultimately 
lead them to be successful adults. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? The best advice I was given was “every day is a 
new day”  

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I enjoy sewing, crafting, and DIY home improvement. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
There are many people who have influenced me 
throughout my life, I would have to say that the women 
in my life have influenced me the most.  My mom, 
my grandmother, and my aunt provided me with the 
inspiration and courage to be who I am today.

Michelle M. Flores
1st Grade

Malakoff Elementary School
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1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher because I love to teach and work 
with kids. The greatest reward is to see how my 
students grow academically throughout the school 
year.

2. How many years have you taught with United ISD? 
This is my 20th year teaching.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My best teacher was Mrs. Thelma Martinez, who is 
currently the Principal at Kennedy Zapata Elementary. 
She’s been my role model and has inspired me 
throughout my teaching career.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Rewarding, inspiring, and multitasking

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you about being a better teacher?
To always be prepared and   plan ahead. Organization 
and documentation is a must and one must take things 
one day at a time.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
My students have taught me to be patient, 
understanding and compassionate.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredibly important job because as a 
teacher we shape the minds and brighten the future of 
our students.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given?
To never give up on students and to believe in every 
single one of them.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
Singing and cooking

10. Who has influenced you the most in life?
My parents have influenced me the most in my life. 
They have taught me the importance of working very 
hard and never giving up.

Romelia U. Elizondo
Reading Intervention Teacher

Perez Elementary School
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1. Why did you become a teacher?
I always knew I wanted to become a teacher since I was 
a little girl because I would mimic my teachers. I became 
a teacher because I want to make a positive difference in 
young people. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have been a United ISD educator for 19 years. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I had a teacher in first grade, and his name was Javier 
Mancha. He always pushed me to do my best and he taught 
me to read in English and Spanish. I remember how nice 
and positive he was in the classroom. He inspired me to 
become a teacher. 

4. Describe your job in three words.
Dedication, inspiration, motivation 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? I wish that someone 
could have told me to focus on literacy because if the 
students struggle with reading, then they will struggle with 
their overall academic performance.  A great reader will be 
a successful and well-rounded student. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher?
Students have taught me that they are most comfortable 
when you build a strong student-teacher relationship in a 
nurturing environment. This motivates them to put forth  
their personal best and they grow academically. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
I feel blessed every day in this profession because I have 
the opportunity to assist students with learning to read.  It 
is truly the key to academic success. Watching their self-
confidence grow is truly an amazing feeling.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given?
Best advice is, “if you don’t know something then go find the 
answers and learn about it, research, and apply what you 
learn so that you can grow.”  

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I enjoy the outdoors. I go fishing and 
hunting with my family when I get a chance.  

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents have 
been my greatest influence because they didn’t get educated 
as much as they would have liked to due to economic 
hardships.  However, they worked very hard to provide for 
us and continued their education and they succeeded.  They 
are an inspiration and motivation in my life.

Vicky Delgado
Dyslexia Teacher 1-5

Perez Elementary School
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Raul Perales Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I was taught by educators 
who poured their hearts into their profession. They inspired 
me to follow in their footsteps and to get the best results 
from students. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have taught for 6 years. My first 2 years were at Antonio 
Gonzalez Middle School and the past 4 years I have had the 
opportunity to teach at Raul Perales Middle School. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? I am a product 
of United ISD and have had the privilege of being taught by 
the best educators. Mr. Alberto Guajardo, Mrs. Guadalupe 
Ayala, Mr. Bernardino Vargas, Mrs. Elizabeth Sosa, and Mrs. 
Michelle Uribe are a few of the many teachers that provided a 
welcoming, engaging and positive learning experience. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Selfless, unpredictable, and fun! 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? I wish someone would 
have told me to embrace failure as a stepping stone towards 
success. It is only through failure that we can reflect, assess, 
and try again. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? Never underestimate students. Do 
not limit the expectations of students, as they are capable of 
more than we could ever imagine. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? For some 
of our students we play many roles beyond being just their 
teacher. I teach with the understanding that I need to bring 
the best out in my students so that they know what they are 
capable of and are ready to enter the real world. We have to 
set them up for success.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Failing to prepare is preparing to fail. Have your plan A, B, 
C, etc., ready to go. Along with that, experiencing failure is a 
part of growing. Embrace the discomfort, reflect, assess, and 
grow!

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I don’t know if this is a skill or talent, but 
I like to make people laugh, even if I am not good at it, I try! 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents always 
told my brothers and I to pour our hearts into whatever 
we wanted to do in life so long as it made us happy. Their 
influence has gotten me to where I am today. 

Alejandro Mireles
Music/Band

Raul Perales Middle School
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1. Why did you become a teacher?
I always wanted to be a teacher. I loved playing school 
with my friends and I wanted to follow in the footsteps 
of my paternal grandmother.  

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
This is my 35th year of teaching and my 31st with 
United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I had a lot of great teachers over the years, but I 
would say my best teacher was my 5th grade teacher 
because she always encouraged me to be a leader and 
not to be a follower.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Rewarding, challenging, and passionate.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher?
I wish that someone would have told me that I needed 
to be flexible.  Education is always changing and you 
have to be able to change with it.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
They have taught me many things, but I think most of 
all they have taught me to be understanding without 
being judgmental. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? As an 
educator, we are shaping the future of our students by 
mentoring them and being a role model for them.   

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Do what you love and love what you do.  I am 
very passionate about teaching math and I think my 
students have seen that passion come through in my 
teaching.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I love needle crafts.  I embroider gifts for my family.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My mother has been the biggest influence in my 
life.  She was always there for me by providing 
encouragement and support.

Elizabeth Hallman
6th Grade Math

Raul Perales Middle School
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Antonio Gonzalez Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I decided to become a teacher because I was inspired 
by many of my teachers growing up.  I admired their 
ability to inspire, engage, and uplift every student.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my 8th year teaching at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I’ve been fortunate to have had many great teachers 
over the years, but if I had to pick one it would be my 
kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Saenz.  She always taught 
with so much joy, enthusiasm, and passion.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Fun, Challenging, and Rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? 
Step out of your comfort zone.  Let go of the idea of 
doing it perfectly.  Don’t be afraid to try something 
different to create a learning experience your students 
will never forget.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
My students have taught me the importance of building 
relationships. Students will learn from you if you show 
them that you are there to support them.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teachers have the power to inspire, engage, and uplift 
every child.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
Never compare your starting point to someone else’s 
endpoint.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people don’t know 
you possess? 
I have great organizational skills.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents have been the most influential people in my 
life.  They taught me the importance of hard work and 
the value of an education. 

Charles Lira
6th Grade Social Studies

Antonio Gonzalez Middle School
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1. Why did you become a teacher?
I always knew I wanted a career where I would be able 
to contribute to and influence someone’s life. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
This is my 1st year!

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
I actually had 3 amazing teachers: Mrs. Korrodi’s  love 
and patience meant the world. My 6th grade Math 
teacher (Ms. Amundson), who instilled a love for math 
in me, and and my 7th grade Creative Writing teacher 
(Mrs. Gamez), whose passion for this profession is 
inspiring . 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
 Fun, rewarding, and life-changing 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? 
Luckily, I have an amazing support team that always 
reminds me to take one day at a time. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
My students constantly teach me that learning math 
can be fun. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is important because we as educators are 
responsible for shaping the hearts and minds of our 
future leaders. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given?
The best advice I’ve been given is “Learn from the 
good and the not so good; every situation is a lesson 
learned.” 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people don’t know 
you possess?
Cooking. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents are my biggest influence. Both of them 
gave everything to ensure a better future for me and 
my siblings. They have shown me that, with God’s help, 
everything and anything is possible.

Nora Gonzalez
6th Grade Math

Antonio Gonzalez Middle School
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United South High School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I worked as a French tutor 
for the university as a college student. This job provided me 
with the opportunity to explain concepts to students who were 
having difficulty with the subject. When I was able to show 
them different approaches to learning and they would “get it,” 
I knew I wanted to become a teacher.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have been a teacher at United ISD for 14 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My best teacher 
growing up was French teacher Mr. Rene Carrillo. Besides 
being an excellent teacher who cared about his students, his 
lessons were always enticing and fun.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, rewarding, and fun!

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? Learn to prioritize and 
remember that students come first.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher? My students have taught me that I always 
have the opportunity to become a better version of myself.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teachers are 
seen as mentors, leaders, and sometimes parental figures. 
We have the power to use our influence to help students have 
choice-filled lives in the future.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
As a high school teacher, I have the privilege of listening to 
students’ concerns regarding their college or career choices. I 
always tell them that everything that matters in life is difficult 
at first and that they have to be brave, take risks, and learn 
from their mistakes. ”Be proud of your roots and make US 
proud!”

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I have studied five different languages 
and I am fluent in three.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My most significant 
influence is my grandmother. She became a widow at a very 
young age and was left to take care of five children, including 
my father. With the example and support of her mother 
(who was also a teacher), she was able to attend college and 
obtain a doctorate degree in education. She devoted her life to 
teaching and worked for more than fifty years in Mexico. My 
grandmother left a legacy with her work and her life example 
that I will treasure forever.

Claudia Saenz
11th and 12th Logistics and Distribution

United South High School
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1. Why did you become a teacher?
I enjoy helping others and watching young people learn 
and grow. 

3. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
10 years 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mrs. Pichardo, my Geometry teacher. She never gave 
up on me and always made sure I was comfortable 
enough to clarify my understanding, especially 
since math is my worst subject. She taught me how 
important it is for students to feel that the teacher is  
approachable.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, exhausting, and valuable.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? 
Take time out of daily teaching to talk to your students. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
Never judge a book by it’s cover. You never know what 
anyone is going through and the most essential thing 
to do is connect with every student.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Many children in our schools are living with emotional, 
academic, economic or physical challenges. As 
teachers we get to play an essential role in helping 
them overcome obstacles to make their lives better. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
One day at a time, one step at a time, one breath at a 
time. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
I really enjoy the outdoors. While I am not an avid 
outdoors person, I do enjoy camping and fishing. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents and my faith have had the biggest influence 
on me. They are the reason that I try my best every day.

Carolina Arias
Sophomore English II

United South High School


