
MARCH 2021
Raul Perales Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher to make a difference in the life of a child.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have been teaching for four years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? Growing up, my best 
teachers have been my parents. They have always guided me to be 
the person I am and have been the most influential in my life. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Purposeful - Fulfilling - Rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you 
were a first-year teacher? 
I wish someone had told me student-teaching could never fully 
prepare you for real-world teaching. I had a tough first semester, 
but I survived!

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher? My students have taught me to be flexible and 
empathetic.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredibly important job because it allows you to 
shape the future. There is no other vocation like it in the world, and 
I feel so blessed to be able to help students achieve their goals.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
The best advice I have been given is to earn respect by showing 
respect.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that 
you had? One talent I have is baking. I love to bake with and for my 
kids.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents have both had a positive influence in my life.

Cindy Lopez
7th Reading

Raul Perales Middle School



MARCH 2021
Raul Perales Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? Growing-up a lot of my role 
models were teachers and coaches. I decided to pursue a career as a 
teacher/coach to be a positive role model for children.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my third year teaching with United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mr. Francisco Vielma my high school Chemistry teacher.
 
4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, unpredictable, and fun!

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you 
were a first- year teacher? I wish someone had told me to invest 
in comfortable clothing, especially footwear. As teachers we are 
constantly on our feet in the power zone and having comfortable 
shoes goes a long way at the end of the day. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? My students have taught me that there are multiple 
ways to find a solution to a problem. They have taught me that all of 
our brains work differently and they consistently surprise me with 
their reasoning.  

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teachers are able 
to provide a safe and nurturing environment for children on top of 
providing them with the tools to be our future leaders. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Before I started teaching I was told to invest in myself. I was told to 
ensure I take time throughout the day to dedicate to my emotional, 
physical, and spiritual well being. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that 
you had? I am very good at using the jump rope. I can do some pretty 
cool tricks!

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents have influenced 
me the most. They were able to provide for me growing up with 
anything they had. They taught me that life is not about what you have 
and to look at the positives in every situation.

David Carrillo
6th, 7th, & 8th Math

Raul Perales Middle School
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MARCH 2021
George Washington Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher because I love 
sharing my knowledge with others. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This year would be my second year teaching.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? Mario Munoz who taught 
Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus, and Calculus. Despite 
teaching all those subjects, he still went above and beyond for all his 
students.

4. Describe your job in three words. Rewarding. Challenging. Fun.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you were 
a first- year teacher? One thing I wish someone had told me was to 
enjoy each moment with your students because you never know when 
it could be your last.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a better 
teacher? Students have taught me that it is okay to not be perfect and 
enjoy the little moments. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching is an important 
job because the students are the future and it is up to teachers to mold 
their minds to be great at what they do.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? The best 
advice that I have been given is to always have back up for any tasks 
that are given. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that you 
had? 
One skill that people would never guess I had was to be able to lift 
heavy weights. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My dad has influenced me 
most in life because he always taught me to never give up and to work 
hard for what you want.

Kazandra Sandoval
6th, 7th, 8th Resource Reading

George Washington Middle School



MARCH 2021
George Washington Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? Before teaching, I had started my 
career as a Speech Language Pathology Assistant. Towards the end 
of this career, I began feeling like I needed to get more involved and 
become more of an advocate for our special population. This brought 
me to the school system where I was able to become a teacher 
that helps students reach their dreams and make them feel like 
everything is possible if you have the right tools.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
The year 2020-2021 marks my 3rd year as a teacher at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? Ms. Mancera, my Science 
teacher. She is the most memorable as she had such an amazing 
way to connect with her students. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Life-changing, rewarding and unique
 
5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you 
were a first- year teacher? I wish someone had told me when I was a 
first-year teacher that every one of my students’ goals is my own, and 
every milestone reached is as rewarding as the first one.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? My students have shown me that no matter how bad 
your day is going, there is always a positive side to it. They brighten 
up my day every day.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching is an 
incredibly important job because of the impact we have on our 
students’ lives. We become more than a teacher, we become their 
advocate, their friend, and their coach in life. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Life is not black and white. Make sure you have a plan a, b, and c; be 
as flexible as possible.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that 
you had? I am very good at fixing things.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My family has influenced me 
tremendously. Each one of them has a quality that has shaped me 
into becoming the person I am today. 

Deyanira Glessner
6th-8th SLC Special Ed. Unit

George Washington Middle School
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MARCH 2021
Kazen Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
A teacher’s impact lasts a lifetime.  My classroom is the 
medium I chose to make a difference in students’ lives.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have taught at United ISD for 5 years. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I will always be grateful to Antonio Martinez, my 5th grade 
teacher, for going above and beyond in teaching me English, my 
second language.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Enlightening, reciprocal, and gratifying. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first- year teacher?
You cannot change the fact that highly stressful events happen; 
what you can change is how you interpret and respond to these 
events.

6. What is one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher?
Students have taught me that hard work and dedication is a 
proven path to achievement. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
Teaching is more than sharing knowledge. We share affection 
and example, as well.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Always do the right thing, even if no one is watching.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? I love doing embroidery. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My mother and brother, for being my temple

Leydy N. Estrada
5th Grade/Science

Kazen Elementary School
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Kazen Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I was inspired to become an educator and 
make a difference when I saw my youngest child struggling at school.  

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have been with United ISD for 19 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? In 9th grade, I had an amazing 
business teacher that took the time to teach us shorthand and typing. I felt 
so special because we were learning something new at the time. (1980’s) 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Grateful, Passionate, and Caring.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you were 
a first- year teacher? I wish someone had told me about having back-up 
lesson plans when it was my first year teaching to avoid mishaps.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a better 
teacher? My students have taught me that is not about the lesson that 
matters to them, it is how I made them feel special and unique. They notice 
the little things that transpire in the classroom, which inspires them to take-
part in their learning.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching is the best job in the 
world because teachers are change-makers and I believe that:
 Teachers have the potential to transform children’s lives in many ways. 
 Teachers have opportunities to learn more as well as enhance their 
 creativity. 
 Teachers love to encourage students to become independent so that
 they may grow to be our future leaders. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? A wise mentor 
once told me that teaching students is an accomplishment but getting them 
excited about learning is an achievement. I love to engage all my students 
because their faces light up when they finally say, “Oh, I get it now!” 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that you had? 
One skill or talent I have that people would never guess is that I am a 
fabulous poker player.  The best part about this is knowing how to bluff and 
use this same tactic with my students. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mother-in-law influenced my 
life when she was alive. They say that “Diamonds are a girl’s best friend,” but 
I beg to differ. She was my precious gem because she taught me how to be 
patient and love unconditionally. Most of all, she gave me a compassionate 
man with whom to share my life.

Diane Prince
4th Grade

Kazen Elementary School
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MARCH 2021
B. P. Newman Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher to try to 
make difference for struggling learners.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? This will be 
14 years at UNITED ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? Dr. Carlene (Miki) 
Henderson. She taught me to believe in myself.

4. Describe your job in three words.  Patient, Challenging, and 
Rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first- year teacher? Not everyone learns the same 
way. Look for different learning styles to reach diverse students.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher? My students have taught me to work based on 
their strengths. They have taught me that they can be successful 
with the right tools.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? It is important, 
because I want my students to remember me as they grow up, 
and say, “that’s what Mrs. Rees taught me.”

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? That 
school should be a fun learning environment. Teach the children 
to love school by creating a fun environment.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? At the age of 57 I took a course on how to ride a 
trike motorcycle. I received my license and bought a Can Am 
Spider Trike. I ride every chance I can get. I am a Motorcycle 
Grandma.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My Husband Bill Rees. 
He has always been my coach on the sidelines. He has always 
encouraged me to keep moving forward.

Viola Rees
Special Education

Kinder through 5th grade ELAR
B. P. Newman Elementary School



MARCH 2021
B. P. Newman Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher to 
influence students in a positive manner and make an impact on 
their academic success.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have been teaching for 13 years at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? The most influential 
teacher that I had was my high school chemistry teacher, Mr. 
Jesus Jimenez.  He made science engaging and had a passion 
for teaching.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Passionate, motivating, and rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? The experience will be 
challenging but the reward will be worthwhile.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? My students have taught me to be patient. Once 
I gain their trust, learning comes into effect and student growth 
starts to demonstrate itself.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? We hold our 
students’ future in the palm of our hands. Teachers help mold 
and influence every student into becoming future leaders, 
doctors, lawyers, etc.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Always have a back up plan for the unexpected. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? I have a passion for organizing. It brings me joy!

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents. They shaped me into the person I am today.

Diana Carranza
3rd Grade

B. P. Newman Elementary School

MARCH 2021
Juarez-Lincoln Elementary School



MARCH 2021
B. P. Newman Elementary School

MARCH 2021
Juarez-Lincoln Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I have always had a passion 
for teaching.  I want to make a difference in the lives of 
students.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? This is my 
10th year teaching at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?  My best teachers 
growing up were my parents.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Rewarding, Motivating, and Determined.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first- year teacher?   I wish someone had told me to 
expect the unexpected because not everything goes as planned.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher? My students have taught me to be consistent 
and patient.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?  Teaching is an 
incredibly important job because it prepares students’ become 
independent, successful individuals for their future.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
No task is beneath you. Don’t put yourself above anyone or 
anything; work hard in silence and let success make the noise.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had?  I play golf.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My father has inspired 
me the most.  He taught for 28 years. When I run into a former 
student of his, they always remember my dad going above and 
beyond for them.

Veronica Contreras
2nd Grade

Juarez-Lincoln Elementary School



MARCH 2021
Juarez-Lincoln Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher because I wanted to make a difference in 
my student’s lives by instilling a love of learning.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
This is my 21st year teaching at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mrs. Flores-my algebra teacher-J.W. Nixon High School

4. Describe your job in three words.
Rewarding, challenging, and intriguing 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first-year teacher?
Things don’t always go as planned.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher?
My students have taught me that if you earn their respect, they 
will perform to the best of their abilities.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
It is important to provide students with the skills and confidence 
they need to be successful.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given?
The best advice I have ever received is to always be as prepared 
as you can be and never stop learning.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had?
I enjoy problem solving and repairing things.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My mom and my husband have been the most influential 
people in my life.

Sylvia Palacios
4th Grade

Juarez-Lincoln Elementary School


