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Dr. Henry Cuellar Elementary School

1.  Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher because I enjoy inspiring students 
to become the best version of themselves.
 
2.  How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have been a Dyslexia Teacher at United ISD for three 
years.
 
3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mrs. May, from Alexander High School.
 
4. Describe your job in three words.
Empowering, Reading, and Transformations.
 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher?
“Be patient with yourself while you gain experience” 
and “it’s ok to make mistakes.”
 
6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
My students have taught me that each of their needs, 
experiences, and knowledge are so diverse. This 
allows me to view the material I teach in a variety of 
ways to ensure I deliver exactly what they need to be 
successful in every lesson.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teachers have the ability to inspire students 
to persevere through challenging times, both 
academically and personally. In turn, these experiences 
create value to a lifelong love for learning and growth 
in students.
  
8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given?
“The more that you read, the more things you will 
know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll 
go.” - Dr. Seuss
  
9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I enjoy designing head bows for my daughter.
 
10. Who has influenced you most in life?
I am highly influenced by my mother and siblings. 
They are extremely supportive in all aspects. We 
share a strong work ethic and high values in kindness, 
honesty, integrity, and compassion, to name a few.

Elda Pullin
Dyslexia Teacher

Dr. Henry Cuellar Elementary School



JANUARY 2022
Dr. Henry Cuellar Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I wanted to pass on all the great qualities of the best 
educators that encouraged, motivated, and ignited the 
love for reading.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I taught at Dr. Henry Cuellar Elementary for 16 amazing 
years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I would have to say Mrs. Casso, from McDonnell 
Elementary School, she was the first to receive me in 
a school setting and gave me the confidence and strive 
I would need to succeed on the rest of my educational 

journey.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Challenging, unpredictable, and most of all rewarding. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher?
I wish I would have been told that less is more.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher?
Every time I see previous students become well-rounded 
citizens and great leaders it makes me want to continue 
for incoming students.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
Teachers are role models and students look up to us. It 
is our duty to educate and pass on important life skills. 
Most importantly, cultivate effective habits for students to 
succeed in the future. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given?
In any challenge, change your paradigm and mindfulness. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had?
Weight lifting, I love taking on the challenge!

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My family and friends have influenced who I am and what 
I have achieved in my life. I am grateful for them.

Melissa Jolly
Reading Interventionist

Dr. Henry Cuellar Elementary School
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Trautmann Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? After a decade plus in 
the transportation/logistics world, I realized that I needed 
something more meaningful, something that made me feel 
like it mattered how hard I worked, something that let me 
feel like I made a difference in the world.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? This is my 
8th year with United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? There were a few, 
but the ones I modeled my teaching after are Mr. Meyers, my 
2nd grade teacher in Finley, Mr. Molina, my history teacher at 
United, and Eli Gonzalez, a business professor at TAMIU.

4. Describe your job in three words. 

Challenging, Meaningful, and Tiring. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? As bad as you think 
you are at teaching, there’s always someone worse, so don’t 
stress and just worry about improving and everything will 
work out.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? Understanding the why behind each 
student’s personality in order to figure out how to best reach 
them.  It’s about connecting things to their world that makes 
a lesson work best.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? We’re the 
ones passing down all the knowledge we’ve been collecting 
for the last 12,000 years of human civilization and getting 
the next generation ready to take over for us to continue this 
human era of earth. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
When I asked the veteran teachers for advice on how to be a 
great teacher, they all said the same two things: “Everything 
starts with classroom management,” and “It’s all about the 
delivery.”  

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I’m pretty good at trivia because I’m able 
to retain a lot of random somewhat useless facts.  

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents taught 
me to take work serious, my brother and sister taught me to 
not take anything else too serious, and Ms. White taught me 
the ins and outs of teaching.  Also, my two fat dogs at home 
taught me that I have to keep working to afford all the snacks 
they love the most.

Christian Garcia 
7th STEM/Journalism

Trautmann Middle School
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1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher 
because I wanted to inspire and help the youth of our 
community the way my teachers did for me.  I Love seeing 
the light and excitement in my student’s eyes when they 
learn something new or accomplish a difficult task.  

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? This 
year is my twenty-fourth year of teaching at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? Three teachers 
who will always stand out in my mind and challenge me 
to be a better person and student are Mrs. Olivia Esquivel, 
Mr. Joe Moreno, and Mr. Steve Paulson.   

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, Exciting, and challenging. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? One thing I wish that 
someone had told me my first year of teaching would 
have to be that it would be hard to say goodbye to my 
students at the end of the school year and how much I 
would truly miss them.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? My students have taught me to 
see things in a different light.  To always appreciate what 
we have and what we have been given. They have taught 
me that everyone is unique, and each one contributes 
something special in their own way to our learning 
environment.  

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is important because we are inspiring the youth 
of our society to believe they can achieve anything they set 
their minds and hearts to.  It allows us to shape the future 
and inspire others to do the same.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? The best advice I was given was to treat every one 
of my students the way I would want my own children 
to be treated, with love, respect, understanding, and 
compassion. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I believe I am a great cook as well 
as a baker. I love to cook meals for my family and bake 
goodies, especially during the holidays.  

10. Who has influenced you most in life? I would have to 
say that both my parents have been incredible influences 
in my life. They taught me to work hard, dream big, and 
never give up. They taught me about the importance of 
education. They taught me to have compassion and treat 
every student as if they were my own child.  I am who I 
am today because of them.

Velma Christine Navarro
6th Grade Reading/6-8th Dyslexia

Trautmann Middle School
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1. Why did you become a teacher? 
As teachers, we are directly influential in a 
student’s life.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? 
12 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mr. De La Torre from Laredo College taught me 
the phrase M.I.F.K.I.S.S (MAKE IT FUN KEEP IT 
SIMPLE)

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Energy, Excitement, and Enthusiasm

5. What is one thing that you wish someone 
had told you when you were a first-year 
teacher?
It’s going to be a wild ride, so buckle up.  

6. What’s one thing your students have taught 
you about being a better teacher? 
Reaching students emotionally matters a lot.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is a great opportunity to make a 
difference in the lives of students.    

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given?
Education isn’t a stagnant profession.  Things 
are always changing, evolving, and growing.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had? 
Not too many people know that I can play the 
Harmonica.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My wife has influenced me the most because 
she has always supported me.  My family is my 
inspiration and motivation.

Abraham De La Garza 
12th Grade Horticulture

Cherish Center
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1. Why did you become a teacher?
My mother was a teacher, so I knew I wanted to 
become a teacher. However, it was not until I started 
college that I realized I wanted to be a Special 
Education Teacher.
 
2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
This will be my 15th year teaching.
 
3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My best teacher growing up was a football coach 
named Eduardo Miranda. Mr. Miranda was a great 
coach who was knowledgeable and strict but was also 
very resourceful in teaching life skills.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Gratifying, humbling, and fun.
 
5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? The first year 
is the hardest, and, after the first year, it gets easier.
 
6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? I am still learning, and 
that there is a lot I can learn from my students.
 
7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is extremely important because we as 
teachers can teach students and help mold the future 
of our students.
 
8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? The best advice I have ever received regarding 
teaching was to always do what is best for the students 
and always do what is right.
 
9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? I have a green thumb more 
than a hobby; I have the skill, but I seem to have a 
green thumb, I have several plants, and after the 
winter storm, I was able to revive every one of the 
plants that I love.
 
10. Who has influenced you most in life? The biggest 
influence in my life has been my church family, who 
hold me accountable and help me grow in my faith.

Arturo Flores, III
SLC Unit

Cherish Center


