
JANUARY 2021
John B. Alexander High School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher to make a 
positive impact on the world by inspiring young people.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my 2nd year teaching at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? I was blessed with many 
great teachers growing up. My favorite teacher was my 4th grade 
teacher, Mrs. Ayala.  In high school, I loved Mrs. Arambula, Mrs. 
Salas, and Mrs. Sanchez.  They always made me feel loved and I 
enjoyed their positivity and sense of humor.

4. Describe your job in three words. Rewarding, selfless, challenging.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you 
were a first- year teacher? I wish someone had told me that every 
year would have different challenges. This year has been extra tough 
in particular due to distance learning.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a better 
teacher? My students have taught me that if you truly care about them 
and their lives, they will work hard to be successful for you. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching is the 
most important job in the world in my view. Teaching creates all 
other professions.  We teach children how to think critically, solve 
problems, and be productive, respectful citizens. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? Tell your 
loved ones you love them every day because you never know when it 
will be your last.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that 
you had? I love solving the Rubik’s cube.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents have had the 
greatest influence in my life.  They taught me about the importance of 
family, education, and working hard. I get my love of school and work 
ethic from them.  My mom is my rock. She taught me to love with my 
whole heart and be compassionate.

Kimberly Compean
High School Mathematics

John B. Alexander High School



JANUARY 2021
John B. Alexander High School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I always wanted to become a 
teacher since the age of 5 because teachers are held in high regard.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I am starting my 21st year with United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? Angelina Sotelo was my 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd grade teacher. She was also my mom’s teacher.  
Even after all these years, she still remembers me.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Dynamic, Inspirational, and Rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you 
were a first-year teacher? Don’t believe everything students tell you. 
Words can be hurtful, so watch your tone and the manner you speak 
to students. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher? They have made me realize that I do not know 
everything. I learn something every day, especially in the world of 
education.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? You make a big 
difference in someone’s life. We have the power to mold our students 
into great individuals by being their role model.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Be humble and always lend a helping hand. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that 
you had? My attention to detail has allowed me to find enough time 
to do multiple jobs at school, better analyze what is slowing student 
progress, and be able to put my family first when I go home. I am 
able to prioritize because I have everything organized and prepared 
before I start the task.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? A wonderful teacher and 
coworker, Elia Montemayor, influenced me tremendously because 
she could do everything, inspiring me to do more than I ever thought 
I could.

Guillermo Moreno
Eleven & Twelve Grade

John B. Alexander High School
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JANUARY 2021
United South High School

1. Why did you become a teacher? When I was young I enjoyed helping my 
classmates with math. It brings me joy to know I can change a student’s feelings 
about math and encourage them to have more confidence in themselves. The 
look on their face when they finally understood was gratifying.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This marks my 5th year teaching and 4th year teaching at United ISD.  

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My best teacher growing up would 
have to be Mr. Rubio, my High School Biology teacher. He had such a passion for 
teaching and science that he inspired me to study Biology. 

4. Describe your job in three words. If I could describe my job in three words it 
would be passion, heart, and rewarding. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you were a first- 
year teacher? We love our students and bend over backwards just to help them 
achieve success but sometimes you must learn to put your mental/emotion 
needs by taking occasional breaks I also learned that it is okay to ask your 
mentor, peers, or co-workers for help. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a better teacher? 
One thing my students have taught me about being a better teacher is that in 
order to gain trust and respect you must be willing to give it. Once you find that 
perfect balance of mutual respect and trust the possibilities are endless. The 
positive atmosphere and classroom culture you create in the classroom can take 
both you and the students a long way. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? I believe teaching is incredibly 
important because you impact many lives along the way and it creates a trickle 
effect that keeps on giving. Not only are you their teacher but you’re also an adult 
in their life that influences the way they think and feel about themselves and 
others. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? Mrs. Orduño, my 
block 3 mentor, taught me that to be a great teacher you have to learn how to be 
flexible. Sometimes things will not go as planned and you have to be ready to 
jump to plan b, c, and d with the grace and determination of a teacher. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that you had? 
I love to sing. Whether it be in the shower, karaoke with family, or on my drive to 
work. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mother, she is my drive and 
motivation to strive for the best each and every day. I would be lost without her. 
She is my rock and I just want to make her proud. 

Esperanza Lara
9th & 10th Grade/Algebra 1 & Geometry

United South High School
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United South High School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I had some great teachers growing up who taught me about all 
aspects of life. I always like the idea of giving back to the community 
through teaching just like my teachers did. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
6 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mr. H. Gonzalez, my high school Chemistry teacher from Cigarroa 
H.S. He made chemistry look and feel like magic.  

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Fun, engaging & inspiring.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you 
were a first-year teacher? 
You need to learn to take time to relax, because the work never ends. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? 
To be patient and understanding because you don’t know what other 
people are going through. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
It’s important because the students we teach now will one day grow 
up to be the people taking care of us. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
If you are going to do something, do it right 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that 
you had? 
I used to play bassoon. I probably still can. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My grandparents Socorro and Faustino. They lived a humble and fate 
filled life who taught me to see the good in everyone. 

Victor Rodriguez
10th & 11th Chemistry/IPC/Physics

United South High School
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JANUARY 2021
John W. Arndt Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? Teaching has always been my interest ever 
since I can remember. I would always play classroom, and my siblings would be 
my students. I think teaching is a life-changing profession, and I feel blessed to 
be able to shape the minds and hearts of all the mini-humans that are part of my 
classroom. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? I have been with United ISD 
since 2012, making this my 8th year with the district. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? I’ve had many fabulous teachers, 
but I particularly remember Mrs. Angie Sanchez, from Salvador Garcia Middle. 
She is currently at United South High School. Her classroom was always very 
welcoming, engaging and she made sure students felt comfortable asking for 
help. 

4. Describe your job in three words. Fun, rewarding and innovative. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you were a first- 
year teacher? This is a little funny, but I wish I had known that I did not have to 
post every single assignment on the grade book. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a better teacher? 
My students have helped me remember the importance of being persistent. 
Sometimes, I get that feeling that I am not doing enough, or that I am running 
out of ideas to present a concept, or skill in a different way, in order to reach all 
students. Nonetheless, when I hear, “oh, now I get it,” or “teacher! I’m learning!” 
That is the best feeling in the world, and I know it is all worth it. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching is such an incredible 
profession, because it is like a super power. As a teacher you have the opportunity 
to impact a child’s life, to motivate them, and make them want to be the best they 
can be. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? Allow students to 
learn through discovery and hands on activities, that is something I was taught, 
and it changed the way I plan and deliver lessons. Most importantly, it has allowed 
my students to become successful. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that you had? One 
talent that I don’t really talk about is singing. I love to sing, but not in front of an 
audience.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents and the sacrifices they made, 
so my siblings and I have a better education, have been the greatest influence in 
my life. They are the best role models! They are hard-working, loving and caring 
individuals. They are my super heroes!

Perla L. Herrera
3rd Grade General Education

John W. Arndt Elementary School
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John W. Arndt Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher to instill in my students the love for 
learning, life and for themselves as individuals.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I was a P.E. aide for one year, and I have been a teacher for 
three years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
One of my best teachers growing up was Mr. Arturo Jiménez, 
from George Washington Middle School, 6th grade Science.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Teaching is dynamic, challenging and rewarding.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first-year teacher?
To have fun and enjoy my first year of teaching. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher?
They have taught me to enjoy and celebrate the small victories 
along the way.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
Teaching is vital because we are building self-sufficient citizens.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
“Treat every year as if it was your first, keep learning and give it 
all you’ve got.” - Ms. T. Rodriguez, Arndt Mentor.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had?
That I like making arts and crafts.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My mom has influenced me the most in my life. She has 
instilled in me to be strong and to never give up even if it seems 
that the world is falling.

Alejandra J. Jiménez
Pre-Kinder/All

John W. Arndt Elementary School
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Centeno Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? After working in Case 
Management for children with behavioral/emotional difficulties, 
I realized that working with children with distinct abilities in 
the educational setting would be of great interest and deeply 
satisfying to see their emotional and academic growth on a 
daily basis.   

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 23 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?  My 1st grade 
teacher, Mrs. Renninger, stands out.  I was an extremely shy 
child but she always made it a point to take time out of her day 
to have personal conversations with me and let me know that 
she cared and valued my thoughts and opinions. 

4. Describe your job in three words.  Demanding, satisfying, 
rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first- year teacher? There will always be struggles 
and not everything goes as planned. Learn from it all and move 
on.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? Always listen/look out for individual 
accomplishments no matter how minimal.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? You are molding 
another human being’s thoughts, character, and experiences 
based on your interactions with them.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? Be 
firm but fair and guide them as your own always.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? I can still baton twirl after all these years.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? Most definitely both of 
my parents.

Cordy G. Hale
2nd/4th/5th- Reading/Writing/Math

Centeno Elementary School
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Centeno Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a special education 
teacher because I wanted to make a difference and help, not only my 
students, but their parents too. I wanted the opportunity to positively 
impact the lives of my “little ones” with disabilities.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?  
2020-2021 is my 20th year with United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I was fortunate to have many amazing teachers each leaving a 
long lasting imprint on my life (M.S. Ryan, Lamar M.S, Nixon H.S. & 
U.T.S.A.).  Molding me into what I am today!  

4. Describe your job in three words. 
DEMANDING - CHALLENGING - LIFE-CHANGING

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you 
were a first- year teacher? Don’t be so hard on yourself; some things 
just come with experience and time!

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? It’s difficult to be limited to ONE thing, my students 
teach me something new every day!  Because of them I teach with 
heart, passion and soul! 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredibly important job because teachers are laying 
the productive foundation for their students and their education. 
Teachers help students learn functional and academic skills guiding 
the way to become independent learners and contributing citizens.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Celebrate the little things and live in the moment!
Don’t sweat the small stuff!

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that 
you had? 
Problem solving is my greatest skill! 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My Dad, My Role Model & My HERO!

Catharine Zapata
PPCD Unit

Centeno Elementary School
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Clark Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I genuinely enjoy the satisfaction of knowing that I helped a child in 
the betterment of his or her life.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 21 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?  
My best teacher was Mr. Vidal Hinojosa, he taught geometry in such 
a way that made it fun and entertaining.  He pushed us to do better 
every day.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Fruitful, amazing, challenging.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you 
were a first- year teacher? 
I wish someone had told me that I would be learning just as much 
from the children as they were going to learn from me.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? 
Through many years of teaching, I have learned that children learn in 
different ways.  One must find what works with each child and adapt 
to its needs.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is important, because it builds our future leaders, doctors, 
lawyers, and teachers.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Always try to be the best at what you do.  It is better to reach for the 
stars and miss, than to shoot for the gutter and make it. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that 
you had? 
I have a passion for gardening.  Gardening helps me distress.  I am 
good at designing fairy gardens.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My mother has been my greatest influence.  She has taught me to 
never give up in life.

Elizabeth Barrera
5th Grade/All

Clark Elementary School
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Clark Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher because I am a lifelong learner and I want to 
inspire and help others to learn something new every day.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have been teaching for 17 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Ms. Treviño, my 7th grade World Geography teacher

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, rewarding, and inspiring

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you 
were a first- year teacher?  
Nothing prepares you for the many roles you will take in the 
classroom. In addition to being the teacher, you also take on the roles 
of counselor, nurse, advocate, and many other things.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? 
My students have taught me that building a relationship with them 
and connecting on a more personal level helps tremendously in the 
classroom, students always give it their best when they know you 
care about them.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
We shape lives everyday, no matter the grade level we teach we make 
a lifelong impact on students daily and we must never forget that.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
To take care of myself so that I could properly take care of my 
students

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that 
you had? I am an amateur baker, I don’t know how to cook but I 
actually like to bake for my family and most of the time is not that bad 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents Carlos and Ana Bella, their work ethic and sacrifices to 
give me and my brother a better life inspire me to become a better 
version of myself everyday.

Liliana Bella Juarez
4th Grade

Clark Elementary School
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Finley Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher to help influence our future.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This year will be my 3rd year with UISD and 15th in education. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I cannot think of a better teacher than my grandmother. She 
was a tough lady but because of her I am where I am today. I 
am strong, independent, and resourceful.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Intense, challenging, supercalifragilisticexpialidocious. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first-year teacher? 
There will always be something to do, make time for yourself.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? 
Patience.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
 “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to 
change the world.” - Nelson Mandela 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Just keep swimming, just keep swimming. Just keep 
swimming, swimming, swimming. - Dory

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? 
It’s a secret.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My grandmother.

Sabrina Hill
4th/ 5th Resource

Finley Elementary School
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Finley Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? My mom had me tag along 
whenever I could at her school. I volunteered during summer school 
with her, as I grew older. Besides seeing my mom’s love for teaching, 
I grew to love it myself and knew I had to become a teacher. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 4 1/2 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My mom was the best 
teacher I could ask for. She started teaching me from birth and 
continues to teach me presently. All of my K-12 teachers and college 
professors also shaped my academic journey tremendously. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, Motivating, Rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you 
were a first-year teacher? All of my colleagues, principal, and family 
told me not to stay so late at school. I wish I would have listened to 
them!

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? When I see them stressed out, I learn to take a 
few steps back and I try to let them live their childhood. Trying to 
relate to my students personally and meet their academic needs 
simultaneously has made me a better teacher.   

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? The future of the world 
is in my classroom. I couldn’t think of a more important job.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
The best advice that I have ever received was only one word: breathe. 
I try to remember this advice every day. In the middle of everything, I 
always try to take the time to reflect and just breathe. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that 
you had? Public speaking. I feel comfortable speaking in front of a 
large crowd and often look forward to it. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents have been the 
greatest influencers in my life. Each parent, respectfully, has taught 
me different life lessons that have shaped me into the person that I 
am today.

Ana Illescas
5th Grade

Finley Elementary School


