
FEBRUARY 2021
Borchers Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher because I discovered that it truly 
makes me happy.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 23

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Ms. Winch

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Fun, important, evolving

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? 
Open up a Roth IRA.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
The more patient you are, the better things go.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
It is the catalyst to everyone’s future.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
Actions speak louder than words.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
I can Latin dance.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
Author O.G. Mandino

John Rodriguez
4th Grade Self Contained

Borchers Elementary School



FEBRUARY 2021
Borchers Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
After witnessing the passion my sister had for teaching, it 
inspired me to do the same.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
24 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My English teacher, Rosario Galindo, was kind and 
dedicated to her students.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Fun, challenging, and rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher?
I wish that someone had told me that having a sense of 
humor is essential in the classroom!

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? My students have taught me that 
each day is an opportunity to learn from each other.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
In kindergarten, children develop a love of learning and 
skills that they will use for their entire lives. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given?
If you can’t change the situation, change your attitude. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I enjoy cooking and baking.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My daughter, Carolina, has taught me to be courageous, 
resilient, kind, and to persevere even when obstacles 
seem insurmountable.

Patricia Ramos
Kindergarten

Borchers Elementary School

FEBRUARY 2021
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FEBRUARY 2021
Clark Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I genuinely enjoy the satisfaction 
of knowing that I helped a child in the betterment of his or her life.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 21 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My best teacher was Mr. 
Vidal Hinojosa, he taught geometry in such a way that made it fun 
and entertaining.  He pushed us to do better every day.

4. Describe your job in three words. Fruitful, amazing, challenging.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you 
were a first-year teacher? I wish someone had told me that I would 
be learning just as much from the children as they were going to 
learn from me.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? Through many years of teaching, I have learned that 
children learn in different ways.  One must find what works with 
each child and adapt to their needs.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching is 
important, because it builds our future leaders, doctors, lawyers, 
and teachers.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Always try to be the best at what you do.  It is better to reach for the 
stars and miss, than to shoot for the gutter and make it. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? I have a passion for gardening.  Gardening helps me 
destress.  I am good at designing fairy gardens.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mother has been my 
greatest influence.  She has taught me to never give up in life.

Elizabeth Barrera
5th Grade / All

Clark Elementary School
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Clark Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher because I 
am a lifelong learner and I want to inspire and help others to learn 
something new every day.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have been teaching for 17 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Ms. Treviño, my 7th grade World Geography teacher.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, rewarding, and inspiring

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you 
were a first- year teacher?  Nothing prepares you for the many roles 
you will take in the classroom. In addition to being the teacher, you also 
take on the roles of counselor, nurse, advocate, and many other things.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a better 
teacher? My students have taught me that building a relationship with 
them and connecting on a more personal level helps tremendously in 
the classroom. Students always give it their best when they know you 
care about them.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? We shape lives every-
day, no matter the grade level we teach we make a lifelong impact on 
students daily and we must never forget that.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? To take 
care of myself so that I could properly take care of my students.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that you 
had? I am an amateur baker; I don’t know how to cook but I actually 
like to bake for my family and most of the time, It is not that bad.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents Carlos and Ana 
Bella, their work ethic and sacrifices to give me and my brother a 
better life inspire me to become a better version of myself every day.

Liliana Bella Juarez
4th Grade

Clark Elementary School

FEBRUARY 2021



FEBRUARY 2021
Clark Elementary School

FEBRUARY 2021
Alicia Ruiz Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? The idea of becoming a teacher has 
always been a dream of mine. That sense of helping others is a feeling like 
no other. It brings me great joy to be able to nurture young minds in hopes of 
helping them reach their full potential.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? This is my 6th year 
teaching at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? Mrs. Cecilia Ramirez, my 4th 
grade teacher at Alicia Ruiz Elementary, she was my best teacher growing 
up. Her contagious good spirit, genuine care, and her ways of making 
learning fun inspired me to become an educator!

4. Describe your job in three words. Fulfilling, Fun, & Full of learning

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you were a 
first-year teacher? Be patient and kind to yourself. The first year of teaching 
brings lots of learning and practice. As with everything, practice makes 
perfect. As you go, you will grow.

6. What is one thing your students have taught you about being a better 
teacher? My students have taught me to be myself, even around them. My 
silly comments and jokes from time to time allow us to make connections in 
ways that contribute to a fun learning environment.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? As educators, we are tasked 
with the important responsibility of teaching foundational skills that go 
well beyond the academic. While we want to ensure learning in core areas 
for a successful future, we also purposefully intend to nurture students’ 
individuality as human beings.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? The best advice 
I have ever been given is to always approach everything and everyone with 
kindness. Kindness goes a long way and surely, it is those little acts of 
kindness that can prompt the most impact.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that you had? 
I love to go horseback riding! I have been riding horses since the age of 5.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents have definitely 
influenced me the most in life. They truly lead by example. They have taught 
me firsthand the value of hard work and dedication. Their unconditional love, 
support, sacrifice, and guidance have led me to where I am today.

Monica Juarez
5th Grade

Alicia Ruiz Elementary School
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Alicia Ruiz Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became interested in teaching at a very 
young age. I would role play teaching. My siblings and cousins would be 
my students/ class. It was amazing and a rewarding experience noticing at 
that age that with patience and passion I could make a positive difference in 
learning. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
This will be my 8th year teaching. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? Mrs. Yolanda Perez an English 
Teacher at Martin High School. I don’t think she would ever imagine the 
positive impact that she instilled in me.  She motivated me to get out of my 
comfort zone and have a go-getter attitude in making my dreams and goals 
possible. 

4. Describe your job in three words.
Creative, engaging, and challenging. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you were a 
first- year teacher? That we have so much clerical work to do off site. Also, 
not to get too attached to a particular grade level because you would be 
moving up grade levels, if you get to be considered a “stronger teacher”. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a better 
teacher? To believe in them and their full potential, no matter what the odds 
or documentation tells about them. Also, that they have a lot to bring to the 
table when it comes to learning and teaching. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? It is an incredibly important 
job because we are helping to create our future generation of professionals. 
Also, because it makes you feel successful each and every day, when you 
notice growth in your students.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Start your classroom with a strong classroom management system, and 
excellent rapport with your students, parents, and coworkers, and you will 
have a successful year every teaching year. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that you had? 
I am really good at doing craft and construction projects. I am like “Bob the 
Builder”, always creating or remodeling projects around my house.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
Aside from my parents, my husband would be my greatest influence.  He 
has been very supportive of every dream that I have accomplished and an 
extraordinary motivator in my life. 

Mauralinda Estrada
4tth Grade

Alicia Ruiz Elementary School
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FEBRUARY 2021
Clark Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher to make a difference in the lives of 
students and create lessons that will influence their 
decisions, behaviors, strengths, weaknesses and creativity.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
18 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mrs. Navarro - 4th grade teacher

4. Describe your job in three words. Rewarding, 
Challenging and Collaborative

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher?
Classroom management is 1st priority

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher?
Every school year is different and always learning 
something new

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Encourage students to appreciate, develop natural abilities 
and special interests. In addition, shape their self-esteem, 
confidence to inspire aspirations and attitude towards 
school. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Never to give up

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? 
Baking

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My sister

Maria Torres
6th grade / Reading
Clark Middle School
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Clark Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
To make a difference in the lives of as many students that I 
can.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
This is my 30th year.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mrs. N. Ramirez in 3rd grade at Buenos Aires Elementary

4. Describe your job in three words.
Always constantly changing

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? Good rapport with 
your students is everything.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? A better teacher is always a better 
listener.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
The opportunity to positively impact thousands of students 
over the course of a teaching career.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? All the decisions you make must be in the best 
interest of your students.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I used to be an avid jogger. I hope to 
get back to that real soon.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My father who passed away about 10 year ago and my wife 
Norita.

Ernesto Meza
6th & 7th Grade / P.E.
Clark Middle School
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FEBRUARY 2021
United Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher to help students not 
only learn content (History), but life skills and lessons. As a first generation 
Mexican American, I feel it’s important to understand your background, who 
you are as a person, which will lead you to become a successful productive 
citizen.  

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? I have taught at United 
ISD since August 2017 but have taught in San Antonio prior and have a total 
of 9 years teaching Middle School Social Studies.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? The best teachers I had growing 
up were Mrs. Roylin Wilson and Mrs. Patricia Melendez. Mrs. Melendez 
showed me teachers were someone you could count on and Mrs. Wilson 
influenced my love for History and showed me the importance of not giving 
up, trying your best always.

4. Describe your job in three words. Fulfilling, Challenging and Life 
Changing.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you were a 
first- year teacher? I wish someone had told me how emotionally involved 
one gets with their students. In other words, as a teacher you get invested 
with your students’ success and achievements as well as their struggles. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a better 
teacher? My students have taught me that patience is key and building a 
rapport with them will lead to their success. They have taught me everyone 
is different, and a teacher must incorporate that into their classroom 
environment.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? One thing every human being 
has in common regardless of their field or profession is they had a teacher, 
who molded and taught them valuable lessons and skills, which will last a 
lifetime with them. That is why teaching is incredibly important. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
The best advice I ever received was be true to yourself and never give up. 
There is nothing in this world that one cannot achieve. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that you had? 
One skill and talent people do not know about me is that I can sing, and I 
love music. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mother who always saw 
potential in me, which I didn’t even know I possessed. Even though not 
educated herself and an immigrant, she taught me hard work pays off. Also, 
my son and husband who push me to be a better person every day. 

Elizabeth Perez
8th Grade USTEM Social Studies

United Middle School
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United Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher to 
hopefully may an impact in the lives of others.
 
2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? I have 
taught at United ISD for 11 years. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? Mrs. Arreazola 
was my high school Calculus teacher.  She really developed 
my love for math. 

4. Describe your job in three words. Exciting, fulfilling, fun

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? I wish someone had 
told me to start each day like it’s your first because every day 
is an opportunity to reach someone new.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? Always get students engaged 
because sometimes they are the better teachers. I always 
learn something new from them. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teachers 
are shaping and molding the next generation and our future 
leaders.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Be true to yourself, believe in your self-worth and value what 
you bring to the world.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had?  During this pandemic I learned how to 
sew.  I did not even know how to turn on a sewing machine.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? I would have to say 
my mom. She taught us the importance of values and hard 
work. 

Marissa Guevara
6th Grade USTEM Math
United Middle School

FEBRUARY 2021
United High School
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FEBRUARY 2021
United High School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I love the idea of 
being a coach and having the opportunity of changing 
a kid’s live for the better, like mine was changed by a 
coach.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
18 years going on 19. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My Football Coach Bob Loomis.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Fun, challenging and rewording, 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher? The 
importance of treating all kids the same. From the 
worst to the best.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? That it is not how much 
you know; it is how much you care.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? You 
have a chance to help so many kids to make them all a 
better person.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Be loving, caring and fair.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? I sing great in the shower. I 
am a great outdoorsmen and wood worker. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents, 
teachers and coaches.

David Sanchez
Head Football Coach
United High School
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United High School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I felt it was my calling early in life

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
23 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Cheryl Cooke, English IV Teacher

4. Describe your job in three words.
Rewarding, Challenging, Meaningful

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher?
That I would grow so attached to my students and it 
would be difficult to tell them goodbye.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
Show me, don’t tell me.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
We are mentoring the leaders of tomorrow.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Be humble and kind

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I am a skilled motorcyclist and have been riding since I 
was 8 years old. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My Father, Mr. Mark Holdman, has been the most 
influential person in my life.

Sherry Olivas
Special Education Dept. Head /

9th - 12th Grade
United High School


