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Borchers Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
The reason why I became a teacher was because 
I wanted to inspire and guide students to become 
good citizens.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have been teaching at United ISD for the past 16 
years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My best teacher was Mrs. Molina.  She was my 
Language Arts teacher in 8th grade, and she 
inspired me to seek knowledge and improve my 
writing skills.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Adventurous, patient, and caring.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher? I wish 
someone had told me that self care is vital when 
caring for others on a daily basis.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught 
you about being a better teacher? To be more 
empathetic to others.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is incredibly important to me because 
I get to encourage and inspire my students to 
become better people every day, and to never give 
up when faced with difficult circumstances.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? 
The best advice I have ever given is to enjoy 
reading every day. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
One skill that I have that people would never guess 
that I have is that I am a very good dancer.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
The one person that has influenced me most 
in my life is my mother.  She raised me to be 
independent and to keep going without ever giving 
up.

Gabriela Ortiz
4th Grade/All-Subjects

Borchers Elementary School
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Borchers Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I always knew from 
a young age that I wanted to become a teacher. I want 
to share my love of learning with students, make 
everyday fun, and have them grow musically and 
academically. 
 
2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
This is my 18th year teaching. I have taught 1st, 2nd, 
and 4th Grade in the past.  
 
3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I had many amazing teachers, but one that really stood 
out to me was my Kindergarten teacher Mrs. Ramirez 
from Metz Elementary in Austin, TX. It is because of 

her fun, energetic, and caring ways that I became a 
teacher. I wanted to be just like her! 

4. Describe your job in three words.
Exciting, Fun, and Rewarding.
 
5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher?  I wish 
someone would have told me that letting go of each 
class year after year is the hardest. All of my students 
will always have a special place in my heart. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? My students have taught 
me to listen more than I speak, there is so much to 
learn from them. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching makes all other professions possible, we are 
shaping tomorrow’s leaders.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? It is better to try and fail than to never try at all. 
You may surprise yourself!

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I sing and play the flute in my church choir. 
 
10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My parents have influenced me the most and have 
been my #1 supporters. Through their love, guidance, 
and hard work they showed me to never give up and, 
thanks to them, I am where I am today.

Mayra L. Treviño
Music

Borchers Elementary School
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DECEMBER 2022
S.T.E.P. Academy

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher because I wanted to help 
people.  The thought of helping, teaching, and 
inspiring the youth just felt right.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD?
This is my 18th year with the district.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My mom and dad

4. Describe your job in three words.
Rewarding, satisfying, and fulfilling  

5. What is one thing that you wish someone 
had told you when you were a first-year 
teacher?
To have more than one plan since they don’t 
always go as expected.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught 
you about being a better teacher?
Building relationships can go a long way.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
As a teacher you are inspiring and molding the 
next generation. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? 
Take one day at a time.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had?
I can make people laugh.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My parents: they have each taught me valuable 
lessons that I am most grateful for.

Rodolfo Elizondo, Jr.
9-12/Odyssey Ware
S.T.E.P. Academy
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S.T.E.P. Academy

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher 
to help create a positive footprint in the lives of our 
students.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? I have 
taught with UISD for 18 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My best 
teacher growing up was Mr. Bowe, my high school 
government teacher.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Vital, fruitful, and challenging.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? I wished someone 
would have told me that teachers have their own 
language: acronyms!

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? My students have taught me to 
become a better listener.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching 
is an essential career that inspires and influences the 
next generation of professionals.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? The best advice given to me has been to make 
today better than yesterday.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had?
A talent that most people would never guess I have is 
the ability to play musical instruments.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mother is 
the one who has influenced me the most in my life. She 
has always been my biggest supporter, toughest critic, 
and spiritual leader.

Daniel Benavidez
6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Math

S.T.E.P. Academy

DECEMBER 2022
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John W. Arndt Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher because I wanted to inspire, motivate, 
and help students succeed. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?   
I have been teaching for 18 years at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
One of my best teachers growing up was my mariachi 
instructor, Mr. Jose Castaneda.  He always believed in me 
and inspired me to become the best version of myself.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Rewarding, challenging, and inspiring.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? The one thing I wish 
someone had told me is that every challenge is a learning 
experience. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? Every group of students have left 
an imprint on my teaching career. They have taught me that 
even the smallest progress may be an academic triumph.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredibly important job because we inspire 
students to succeed by motivating them and applauding their
accomplishments. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
The best advice I’ve been given is that persistence and 
consistency are the keys to success.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had?
I have a singing talent. I have been singing mariachi since I 
was a child. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
The person who has influenced me the most in my life has 
been my mother, Margarita Almaguer.  She taught me to 
overcome adversity regardless of any obstacle that came my 
way because she herself was a warrior, and believed in me 
wholeheartedly.

Janette Almaguer
Third Grade / All Subjects

John W. Arndt Elementary School
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John W. Arndt Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher to make an impact on student’s 
lives.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have been teaching at United ISD for 6 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Growing up in Monterrey, Mexico my third-grade 
teacher, Mr. Fidel was my favorite teacher. He would 
incorporate music into his lessons and he would 
teach us origami on Fridays.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Challenging, creative, and rewarding.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? 
To enjoy every moment and that all the hard work 
will be worth it at the end.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? My students have 
taught me to be consistent and patient.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredibly important job because 
we’re molding future leaders of the world and we 
get the opportunity to shape and inspire lives every 
day.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? To believe in yourself, set high expectations, 
and ask for help when needed.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
That I hold a master’s degree in technology and that 
I love to play the piano and basketball.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My parents and my husband have been the most 
influential people in my life. They have always 
encouraged me to do my best.

Mayela Cantú
First Grade

John W. Arndt Elementary School

DECEMBER 2022
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Clark Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
As a teacher you make a great impact in students’ lives and 
impart life lessons they will never forget. Becoming a teacher 
lets you take part in shaping the next generation.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? Two years. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I was really blessed with having brilliant science teachers. 
They were the most caring, loving, and inspiring teachers. 
Each one contributed to my career and the person I am today. 

4. Describe your job in three words.
Fun, challenging, and impactful.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? I wish they had told me 
that being a teacher is not just teaching the content. You are 
also a mom, counselor, cheerleader, nurse, and coach, and 
fill so many additional roles for students. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? They have taught me to love this 
career as much as I love them. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teachers 
make a huge impact on students’ lives and they learn 
lessons that will last a lifetime.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Enjoy every moment as a teacher because you get to 
celebrate big and small accomplishments throughout the 
school year with your students. It’s rewarding to watch 
former and current students succeed. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had?
I love being in my lab and doing research. I spend most of my 
time reading natural behavior articles and analyzing forensic 
science cases (which are part of my second career). 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My mother and father were very influential in my life and 
career. Without their support all of this would not be possible. 
Also my fiancé, since he always encourages me to achieve 
my goals. And lastly, my college professors because they are 
my role models and hopefully one day I will be like them.

Mánelick Hernandez
Science 8th Grade /

Science Intervention 7th Grade
Clark Middle School
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Clark Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I’ve always wanted to help out the community in some way. 
I had two paths in mind: become a politician or a teacher. 
Once graduating from college, I came back to that idea and 
considered where I could have the most immediate impact. I 
chose the path of becoming a teacher.   

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
Two years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My best teacher was my professor at TAMIU, Dr. Hilburn. He 
was the kind of teacher that would turn the most mundane 
lesson into the most interesting one in the world. I never had 
a teacher with such an engaged classroom. He is the reason I 

chose this profession. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Exciting, fun, and rewarding.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? 
Enjoy the little things. Don’t stress over work. Make time for 
yourself. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? 
They have taught me how to be a more well-rounded teacher 
by being creative with my lessons, so that they remember 
what they learn and make connections to their own lives. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
It may sound cliché, but we are shaping the future leaders 
of our world. Teachers are the backbone of society. We as 
teachers are not only teaching our content area, but we 
are also teaching our students to be prepared for this ever 
changing world. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Worrying is like a rocking chair; it gives you something to do 
but it doesn’t get you anywhere. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had?
I used to be a singer in a metal band.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My family! Many of my family members work in the education 
field. I always admired how much hard work and dedication 
they put in as well as the stories of how much they’ve 
impacted people. It made me want to be in this profession.

Juan Alvarado
7th Grade/ Social Studies

Clark Middle School



DECEMBER 2022

How long have you worked for the District? 
I have worked at UISD for 9 years both in the purchasing 
department and as a teacher’s assistant at Kennedy-
Zapata Elementary school. 

What do you like best about your job and working for 
UISD? 
I love that there’s a lot of opportunities to learn. Not only 
have I learned about purchasing orders, but advertising 
and different aspects of construction. Working for UISD 
has allowed me to grow personally and professionally. I 
have come a long way from being a teacher’s assistant to 
a purchasing specialist.

Why is your job important?
I have a lot of responsibilities, from completing purchase 
orders to overseeing construction projects. Part of my job 
entails executing contracts and working with vendors for 
the construction and renovation of campuses. I help put 
all the moving pieces together from beginning to end to 
complete any construction project. It is a major task and it 
is my responsibility to make sure everything runs in a safe 
and timely manner. 

What do you like to do in your spare time?
In my spare time I love to clean, it is my stress reliever. I 
also like to cook and try new recipes. Reading Spanish 
literature is another hobby I enjoy. 

Purchasing Specialist
Purchasing Department

Marcela
Guzman
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How long have you worked for the District? 
I have worked for the district for 18 years, and I hope to be 
working here much longer. I work as a custodian, but I am also 
a bus driver for UISD.

What do you like best about your job and working for 
UISD? I love to work with students here at the school and on 
my bus routes. I especially love to work with the little ones. 
They make our day with the funny things they say.  I help out 
the custodians with cleaning in between my routes. It’s good 
exercise for me, and I like it because the workers are very 
nice and cooperative, and we get along very well. We are very 
united, and the district makes us feel great to be working here, 
very appreciated. I love my work.  In reality, every day is a 
different experience. We see the beautiful events and activities 
they have for the kids

Why is your job important? I love to clean because it makes 

me happy to provide excellent service, and we make everyone 
feel comfortable in a clean and fresh environment. Here at the 
Cherish Center, I love to see the kids come and go; they are 
very independent, and they do their best.  It is nice to be able 
to help them have a good learning experience.  The students 
are very nice to us because we see them every day. I’m very 
grateful to UISD because it helped us get through the pandemic; 
they never turned us away.

What do you like to do in your spare time?
I spend most of my spare time with my family.  My husband, my 
three kids and my three grandchildren.  My grown children are 
very independent, but we are all very close. We spend a lot of 
time together.  My husband has a Harley motorcycle, and we 
go riding a lot.  We have all the riding gear, including the leather 
jackets.  It’s a lot of fun. We like to go out to eat and generally 
just enjoy each other’s company.

Custodian/Bus Driver
Cherish Center/

Communications & ITV

Eliza
Martinez

DECEMBER 2022
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How long have you worked for the District? 
I have worked for the district for 11 years, always here at 
the Cherish Center and ITV.

What do you like best about your job and working for 
UISD? 
I love working at UISD; I like providing this service for the 
children especially.  The people here are very friendly, and 
the students are very sweet and honest.  They are special 
needs kids, so what they tell you is very straightforward 
and true. They are very beautiful; I love them.

Why is your job important?
The employees and the students rely on us to make 

sure we keep their areas clean overall, and especially 
the bathrooms.  We provide the best service possible.  
Everyone deserves to be in a clean and safe environment. 

What do you like to do in your spare time?
I dedicate myself to my family.  I like to do many things for 
them, such as cooking.  During the holiday,  I will spend a 
lot of time in my kitchen making many delicious meals such 
as tamales, frijoles, menudo, carnitas.  I love it.  I have 
three children and four grandchildren.  I love all of them 
and especially their personalities. I’m very blessed with a 
wonderful husband, and I thank God for all his blessings.  
I plan to take care of my health, so I can continue to live 
every day to the fullest.

Head Custodian
Cherish Center/

Communications & ITV

Rosa Nelly
Guerra 
Martinez
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How long have you worked for the District? 
I’ve been with the District for four years 

What do you like best about your job and 
working for UISD? 
I like my working environment. Everybody’s nice to 
each other, everybody helps and cooperates with 
each other, and we do our job well. 
 
 
 

Why is your job important?
We make sure that everything in the schools, 
offices, and warehouses is clean and ready for the 
teachers and personnel so they can function in 
their jobs.

What do you like to do in your spare time?
I like to read books and watch movies on Netflix, 
especially documentaries. Also, I’m preparing to go 
to school next semester to study computers.

Custodian
Main Offices

Juan
Rodriguez
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How long have you worked for the District? 
I have worked 16 years for the district in different 
schools including Matias de Llano, Gutierrez 
Elementary, Washington and Clark Middle Schools.

What do you like best about your job and working 
for UISD? 
I love helping the students with technology because 
it makes their classes easier. My favorite thing about 
the job is helping teachers, students and staff solve 
problems regarding technology challenges.

Why is your job important?
Technology is in everything and everywhere 
nowadays. It makes learning easier for students and 
teaching easier for the teachers. It is my responsibility 
to make sure they are able to use all the tools they 
need.

What do you like to do in your spare time?
I like to spend time with my family and exercise in my 
free time. I enjoy playing soccer and competing in 
Spartan obstacle course races.

Computer Technician
Clark Middle School

Juan
Fructuoso
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How long have you worked for the District? 
I have worked a total of 15 years in UISD, all of 
them at Clark Middle School.

What do you like best about your job and 
working for UISD? 
I love to help and serve others in every way I 
can. I have also enjoyed meeting and working 
with all the staff both past and present.

 

Why is your job important?
I see myself as part of a big working machine 
made up of different components like teachers, 
nurses and staff that work together to keep the 
school running. My job is to help solve problems 
as efficiently as possible.

What do you like to do in your spare time?
In my spare time, I like to walk trails and go 
fishing. I really enjoy nature and the outdoors 
because it is where I can find peace.

Custodian
Clark Middle School

Abel
Guevara 
Fuentes
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How long have you worked for the District? 
I have worked at UISD for 23 wonderful years. I 
started working with the Pep Program and now 
in the Purchasing Department.

What do you like best about your job and 
working for UISD? 
Everything I do is to benefit the kids and their 
education. Working for UISD for 23 years I have 
met so many people and have now become 
part of this wonderful family.

Why is your job important?
All students need textbooks and workbooks to 
get an education. I also help provide teachers 
the materials they need to teach.

What do you like to do in your spare time?
I like to spend time with my husband and kids, 
doing movie nights and cookouts with the 
family.

Textbook Assistant
Purchasing Department

Claudia
Ruiz
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How long have you worked for the District? 
I’ve worked in the District 17 years, with 10 years here 
at Arndt.

What do you like best about your job and working 
for UISD? 
I like everything! I like the hours that I work and having 
the weekends off. I also like working ten-hour days 
in the summer. I especially like that my work covers 
many skill sets aside from the day-to-day cleaning; 
I’ve helped with painting, plumbing, and even yard 
and landscaping work. I enjoy being able to use all my 
talents and abilities.

Why is your job important?
Everyone’s work is important, but I try to help in any 
way I can. There are things some of the teachers can’t 
do, like lifting heavy objects and moving classroom 
furniture, and I think it’s important to help them with 
these things. It’s also important to do my work with 
pleasure so that they feel happy too.  All in all, the 
teachers’ gratitude is my greatest reward.

What do you like to do in your spare time?
I like watching sports. I just watched the World Cup 
soccer games but I also like watching other sports like 
baseball and football. I also like helping my wife by 
working on our yard at home.

Custodian
Arndt Elementary School

Armando
Garcia
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How long have you worked for the District? 
I’ve worked for the District for 11 years

What do you like best about your job and 
working for UISD? 
I like working with the kids and helping them 
out, and also everyone here is very kind.

Why is your job important?
My work involves helping students who are 
having trouble learning the content.  It’s 

important because we’re trying to build up their 
reading skills, because they can’t advance in 
any way without it. It’s also important to help 
them build their vocabulary step-by-step.

What do you like to do in your spare time?
I enjoy reading books and cooking. I enjoy 
experimenting with new recipes and trying them 
out.

Resource Teacher Assistant
Arndt Elementary School

Martha
Rendon
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How long have you worked for the District? 
I have worked for the district for 22 years.  I worked in other elementary 
schools before coming here.

What do you like best about your job and working for UISD?
What I love the most about my job is the expression on the kids’ faces when 
we do different experiments in the science department.  

I always tell them it is trial and error, so when we don’t make it work the first 
time, they can try something different. The kids get all excited; they can’t 
believe that you can actually make a mistake, then try it again and you get it 
correct. I like teaching them that it’s ok to make a mistake because you can 
learn from it. 

What I like about working for the district is that it gives you a chance to move 
up and grow, and you also have the opportunity to do different things. You can 
move from one place to another, and it’s wonderful. I can say that throughout 
my years at UISD, I’ve experienced many different positions, and where else 
can you do that?

Why is your job important?
I think that we provide valuable support to the teachers. I’ve had several 
positions throughout my years, so at this point, I know what is needed and if a 
certain teacher tells me, “Can you help me?” I know what to do; I’ve got your 
back, and just having their trust means a lot to me. 

Never stop believing in your dreams; never let anyone put you down. I come 
to work every single day feeling blessed because I love what I do.

What do you like to do in your spare time?
In my spare time I do a lot of crafting. I also love to cook; that’s my passion.  
In the future I plan to have my little store making different things like wreaths, 
shirts, and jewelry.  I like to make crafts as gifts for people because I like to 
see the expression on peoples’ faces when I deliver them. When someone 
tells you thank-you, it goes a long way. A smile and thank-you is the best gift I 
can receive. 

Teacher Aide /Science Dept.
Borchers Elementary School

Leticia
Treviño
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How long have you worked for the District? 
I have worked for the district for 17 years, many of these 
years at United High School before coming here.

What do you like best about your job and working for 
UISD?
I enjoy working with children tremendously.  Every day, 
they give you life and help you feel happy and motivated.  
When you see their smiling faces, you forget any problems 
you may have.  You even forget any stress you may be 
experiencing.  I have always loved working for the district; it 
is my lifeline, and we are all like a big family.

Why is your job important?
I believe that in these times with the pandemic especially, we 
play a very important role in keeping our district functioning 
and our students safe.  The school, including the classrooms, 
must be very clean, so everyone can do their jobs and be 
comfortable. 

What do you like to do in your spare time?
I really enjoy spending time with my family. We do everything 
together, and it doesn’t matter what we do, we are happy in 
each other’s company.  Some of the things we do together is 
go out, cook, go camping, or to the ranch. We always have a 
great time together.  I have two grown sons who are now in 
the Army, and I do miss them. 

Head Custodian
Borchers Elementary School

Ana Lilia
Guzman


