
DECEMBER 2021
Lamar Bruni Vergara Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I was raised by two 
grandmothers who worked in education. My paternal 
grandmother, Candelaria Martinez, was a special 
education teacher, and my maternal grandmother, 
Socorro Gutierrez was a teacher aide.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have worked for the district for six years at two 
middle school campuses. At George Washington 
Middle School for four years and I began my second 
year at Lamar Bruni Vergara Middle School this year.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I was influenced many times in my life by teachers. 
In high school, my band director, Mr. Mallon instilled 
a strong work ethic in me that allowed me to focus on 

my studies. While in college, I had the chance to learn 
about my favorite authors with Dr. Paul Niemeyer.

4. Describe your job in three words. Teaching is an 
adventure, enriching, and fun-filled every single day.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? 
Be ready to invest a lot of time and effort into your 
students beyond the classroom. Games, competitions, 
counseling, and building rapport with students is what 
makes a teacher that students connect with.  

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
You can crack a smile before December. They like to 
see that we are human too. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
I think it is said a lot, but teaching is what creates all 
the other professions. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? My mentor teacher, Ms. Eliza Carranco, taught 
me that building a community at your school is what 
helps teachers get through those difficult times in our 
profession.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? I think my colleagues are 
pretty aware of this, but I love arts and crafts. My 
favorite piece of equipment in my classroom is my 
Cricut.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? As cheesy as 
this may sound, my mother. She has been my number 
one fan, biggest support system, and my best friend 
my whole life. I would not be where I am not if it was 
not for her love, dedication, and support in my life.

Melissa Martinez Cantu
7th / ELAR

Lamar Bruni Vergara Middle School



DECEMBER 2021
Lamar Bruni Vergara Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? When I was in 
3rd grade, we moved from Nuevo Laredo to come 
live in the United States.  I had the most wonderful 
and encouraging 3rd and 4th-grade teachers who 
helped me learn the English language and build self-
confidence. They inspired me to become a teacher.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have been teaching for 18 years. Three of those 
years have been with United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I was Blessed with more than one wonderful teacher, 

but if I had to name only one, it would be Mrs. 
Gonzalez (Santo Nino Elementary).

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Diverse, Evolving, Rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? 
One thing that I wish someone would have told me 
when I was a first-year teacher is that you have to 
pick your battles. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
My students have taught me that they learn best 
when they feel cared for.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an important job because we are helping 
young students achieve their full potential.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? Don’t sweat the little things. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
I enjoy decorating my home and classroom.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My family is always my drive which keeps me 
motivated to become the best version of myself.

Maria Hernandez
8th Math

Lamar Bruni Vergara Middle School
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Los Obispos Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a 
teacher because I wanted to make a difference in 
the lives of children.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? This is my 21st year working at United ISD

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mrs. Magnon, my Biology Teacher at Nixon High 
School. She taught me that hard work pays off. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding; Motivating; Passion

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher?
I wish someone would have told me that my 
family was going to grow.  Working at United ISD 
for 21 years has allowed me to meet so many 
wonderful people (Staff and Students).

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
My students have taught me that textbook content 
is not the only important thing in the classroom. 
We also learn from life experiences.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is the most incredible job because it 
allows me to make a difference in children’s lives.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given?
The best advice someone has ever given me is to 
be patient.  

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
The one skill people would never guess about me 
is that I love to farm.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
I have several people who have had a great 
influence on my life, my mother, husband, and my 
four boys. 

Cynthia Bustamante 
8th Grade Reading

Los Obispos Middle School
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Los Obispos Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I love children and  I wanted to be able to make 
a difference in their lives and be able to see their 
artistic talent breakthrough.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? 16 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My first-grade teacher, Ms. De Hoyos, was very 
sweet and loving and always made us feel 
special.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Fun, challenging, rewarding.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher?
It’s ok to ask for help.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught 
you about being a better teacher? 
To have compassion.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teachers play an important role in the life of their 
students because they help them reach their 
potential and become the best that they can be.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? 
Be patient and have empathy. You don’t know 
what they are going through outside of school.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had?
I am a singer in the praise and worship team at  
my church.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My mother.  She’s a very strong woman, who 
pushed us to never give up and pursue our 
dreams.

Ambar Garza
Art 6th & 8th Grade

Los Obispos Middle School
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STEP Academy

DECEMBER 2021
Los Obispos Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I love learning and involvement in the learning process 
because it adds value to our community, improves 
upon our philosophy as an educated civilization, and 
maximizes creativity and involvement.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have taught at United ISD since 2015.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Esther Buckley was my best teacher as I was growing 
up.  Her dedication to all her students coupled with 
her passion for teaching maximized my educational 
experiences beyond the classroom which paved the way 
for me to seek post-secondary education despite familial 
and financial troubles.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Learning, Listening, and Helping.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? 
The first day sets the tone for the rest of the year. Make it 
the best day.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? 
Students have taught me to be a better listener.  They 
also want to be heard.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredibly important job because teaching 
builds the foundational support of all other jobs - 
analogous with the pillars of our community.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
Trust that God will guide you in all your venues. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? 
In regards to language expression, I’m the butter knife 
in the toolbox.  However, somehow I can predict with 
good accuracy the communication attempts of pre-
language toddlers. (At least, I think I can since they can’t 
verbalize it but seem content in the exchange)

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My wife has supported me through some of the hardest 
times. With insurmountable love, she believes in me, 
even when I doubt myself, shares my joys, empathizes 
in my griefs, and has and continues to be the person 
I admire and trust.  She forms the bedrock of my 
successes - hence the love of my life.

Ramon Treviño, Jr.
High School 9-12 / Science

STEP Academy
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STEP Academy

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher because has always been my 
dream. Being able to make a difference in the lives 
of children is very important to me, after all, they are 
our future. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my first year teaching at United ISD. I was a 
substitute teacher and a special education aide prior 
to teaching. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I have two teachers that made such an impact in my 
life. My 5th-grade teachers, Mrs. Emma Leza and 
Mrs. Jacqueline Salas.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Three words that describe my job are fulfilling, 
challenging, and rewarding. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher?
I am a first-year teacher and so far it is going 
awesome. I have the privilege to work alongside a 
great team. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
As a first-year teacher, I have learned with my 
students, they make me a better teacher. Every day 
they walk in my classroom with a great attitude 
despite everything they have been through. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredibly important job because we 
are preparing our students for the future. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given?
Take it day by day. The best reward is seeing your 
students succeed. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
One skill that people would never guess I had would 
probably be that I am a really good writer. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
The person that has influenced me the most in life 
would be my mother. She is my hero. She has taught 
me that hard work pays off. 

Nancy de La Torre
Resource Special Ed. Reading Teacher

STEP Academy



DECEMBER 2021
Kennedy-Zapata Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher 
because most of my aunts on my father’s side were 
teachers.  They inspired me to become one.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I’ve been at United ISD since 1999 with Kennedy 
Zapata being the only campus that I have been 
teaching at.  I love my school, administration, 
coworkers, and students.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My 5th grade elementary teacher in Nuevo Laredo. 
She was patient, nice, and always helpful.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Hard-working, dedicated; caring.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? That I would 
grow  attached to my students and I would miss them 
when they move up to the next grade level. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? To be patient. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Because you have children at your care, in your 
hands, and are counting on you to be there for many 
reasons not only to teach them but to care for them 
and be there when they need you for many things not 
just to learn.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? To be patient and stay on task.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? I can be very crafty with 
anything that needs fixing.  I love gift wrapping 
and making bows, doing arts & crafts, eating, and 
watching the Hallmark Channel!!!

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My family, 
my dad that is no longer with us he would have loved 
to know that I received this honor he really pushed 
me to be a teacher like my Tia Chabela (like he would 
say, la primera maestra de Cerrralvo, Nuevo Lean 
where my most of my family is from) and of course 
my husband and kids always helping me to strive for 
the best.

Diana E. Mendez
3rd Grade

Kennedy-Zapata Elementary

DECEMBER 2021
STEP Academy



DECEMBER 2021
Kennedy-Zapata Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
As a child, I was inspired to be an educator 
because I had an amazing teacher that taught me 
how to read and understand that dreams do come 
true.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
14 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Thanks to my 3rd-grade teacher Ms. Munoz who 
taught me how to blend words, until this day I still 
remember her lessons and stories.   

4. Describe your job in three words.
Inspiring, Dedication, and Rewarding 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher? 
One thing I wish someone had told me is, “It’s a 
challenging profession every year, but in May you 
will see the rewards of your challenge.”

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? One of the many 
things my students have taught me is patience and 
embracing challenges to reach your goals. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredible profession because I can 
make an impact on a child’s life. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given?
The best advice I have ever been given is not to 
stress over things you can’t control. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
One talent that people don’t know is that I cook 
scrumptious Menudo. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My parents and my husband have been the 
greatest influence on my life because they believe 
in me and taught me never to give up even if the 
road is rocky. 

San Juanita Aguirre
1st Grade

Kennedy-Zapata Elementary School
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Ruiz Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I wanted to contribute in a meaningful way. My 
5th-grade teacher, Mr. Compean, played a very 
important role in my decision. He was a devoted 
teacher to all of his students, going above and 
beyond the classroom.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
Seven Years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
It is difficult to choose just one, each was important 
in different times of my life. Mr. Compean in 
elementary, Mrs. Orduno in middle school and Mrs. 

DeLlano in high school definitely made a difference 
in my life.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Fulfilling, Grateful, and Motivating

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher? 
The relationship and the bond you create with a 
student is the most important thing to achieve 
before you can teach them.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
There is always room for improvement and I am a 
resilient person.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
You help mold the future one student at a time.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? 
The best thing you can do for others is giving them 
your love, time, and attention. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? I can lose myself in a 
good book. I will not put it down until I am done. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? Definitely 
my mother. She lived a very courageous life, 
fighting cancer for 13 years, yet never stopped 
giving her love and help to others.

Mildred Garza
5th Grade

Ruiz Elementary School
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Ruiz Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
My early teachers inspired me to become an 
educator.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD?
This is my 31st year with United ISD

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Ms. Mendoza, a 5th-grade teacher from Alma 
Pierce Elementary.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Challenging, exciting, and rewarding.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher?
I wish someone had told me that a teacher’s job 
or responsibilities do not end at 3:45. p.m.  A 
teacher’s job requires time before hours, after 
school, and even on the weekends but I wouldn’t 
have it any other way. I love my job!!!!

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
Patience and be flexible with the schedule (things 
are always changing).

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is extremely important because we are 
shaping the minds of our future leaders.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given?
The best advice I have ever received is to be 
consistent and state clear expectations at the 
beginning of the year and everything will run 
smoothly.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I can write upside down (when modeling writing 
to the students during small group instruction).

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My mom.

Lorrie Clark
Kindergarten

Ruiz Elementary School
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Ruiz Elementary School

DECEMBER 2021
Veterans Memorial Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher because I wanted to make a 
difference in the students’ lives. I not only wanted 
to teach them academics but how to be a better 
version of themselves. I also wanted to give back 
to my community and I believe teachers are great 
contributors to their community.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
24 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My best teacher was Mr. Gus Garcia second-grade 
teacher. He always made sure to include me in his 
class since I was the outsider (migrant student). He 

also believes encouraged me to try out the different 
extra-curricular activities.  

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Unbelievable, rewarding, and exciting.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? 
Take everything one day at a time.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
Be more patient!

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
I believe teaching is so important because we are the 
ones that teach the students not only academically 
but guide them as to how to interact with the rest of 
society appropriately. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
The best advice I have been given is to relax and to 
enjoy every day.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
Some people might not know that I can bake. We 
would bake all the time when my children were small 
as a family time activity.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My grandmother has the person that has had the 
most influence in my life.

Nora Villarreal
4th & 5th Grade Resource Teacher

Veterans Memorial Elementary School
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Veterans Memorial Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
In high school, I had an AP English teacher who 
motivated me to become a better writer and 
develop a passion for literature. I knew then, 
I wanted to become a teacher and share my 
passion with others. 

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD?
I have taught 13 years, 7 for those years at United 
ISD. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
Ms. Morales, my 7th grade English teacher. She 

had the best grammar skills.  

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Inspiring, Challenging, and Rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher? 
Develop your own genuine teaching style. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
Take the time to build positive relationships with 
your students at the beginning of the year, and it 
will be the best investment you can make in your 
student’s academic progress. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teachers are directly influential in a student’s life. 
We take part in shaping the next generation. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given?
Give yourself some grace and celebrate success. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had?
I love to bake!   

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My father has been the most influential person in 
my life. He is one of the few people I know who 
demonstrates grit. He always encouraged me to 
do my best in everything I pursue.

Cecilia Castillo
4th Grade Pathfinder

Veterans Memorial Elementary School


