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Nye Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I enjoy working with children and helping 
them grow academically.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD?
I have been a Reading Intervention teacher at 
United ISD for 11 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?  
My 3rd Grade teacher: Mrs. Fasci at Clark 
Elementary

4. Describe your job in three words.
The three words that describe my job are 
enjoyable, rewarding and motivating.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone 
had told you when you were a first- year 
teacher? 
The one thing I wished some had told me my 
first year was to expect different challenges 
every day.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught 
you about being a better teacher? 
My students have taught me to be patient and 
understanding. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is important because as a teacher 
you set the foundations for the students’ 
academic future.

8. What has been the best advice you have 
ever been given? 
To stay positive and always do your best.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had? 
One skill is that I am considered to be very 
organized and help others to stay organized 
as well.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
 My parents and my husband have influenced 
me the most in my life.

Jessica Benavides
Reading Intervention Teacher
Nye Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher 
to make a positive difference in the lives of others.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? I 
have been with United ISD four of my eighteen years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?  I had many 
great teachers growing up and it is very difficult to 
narrow it down to one.  My Senior English teacher, Dr. 
Linda Mitchell, was such a positive role model.  She 
always taught with such enthusiasm that you couldn’t 
help but enjoy her class every day. She always 
believed in all of her students made us feel important.

4. Describe your job in three words. Rewarding, 
Inspiring, Challenging

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? Always 
expect the unexpected and plan accordingly.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 

about being a better teacher?  I have learned that 
when students are having fun, that is when learning is 
at its best.  Having a smile and letting them know you 
care makes a difference to so many.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching allows you to positively impact the lives of 
others and make a difference in their future. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given?  Live by “The Golden Rule” and make no 
excuses. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? I love to do home 
improvement projects.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My two girls 
have influenced me the most in life as they make me 
work harder in every way.  I want my kids to grow up 
healthy, happy, and ready to take on the world.  It is my 
job to give them their best chance.

Jacqueline Garza
1st Grade
Nye Elementary School
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Salinas Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I come from a family 
of teachers. When I was in high school, I tutored a middle 
school student who was struggling. Seeing his progress 
was an incredible experience for me, and knowing that 
I made a difference in his life gave me a feeling I knew I 
wanted to continue experiencing. This led me to pursue 
teaching. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my 14th year with United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My favorite 
teacher was my middle school choir director, Mrs. Tyler. 
She always had a smile on her face and did all she could 
to ensure we had a fun, meaningful experience in class. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, Satisfying, Fun!

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? Don’t worry 
about the things you can’t control. We spend so much 
time stressing about things we can’t change when we 
could put that time and energy into what we have the 
opportunity to have a tremendous impact on. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? You can learn as much from your 
students as they learn from you. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Whether it be exposing a child to an experience that 
influences their career choices, making a lifelong 
emotional impact, or instilling a love of learning that 
carries them through college, a teacher can “make or 
break” a child’s spirits and opportunities. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? When students know how much you care about 
them and they see you putting forth that effort, they care 
more about themselves and the work they produce. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? 
Music. I sang and played piano in high school.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My grandfather has been my biggest influence. His 
unwavering love and dedication to his family taught me 
what is truly important in life.

Cassidy Martinez
5th grade self contained
Salinas Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher because I enjoyed watching the 
enthusiasm and eagerness to learn from the children I 
worked with in a daycare setting. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my 1st year teaching.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I loved my 6th grade teacher most. He left a very 
positive impression on me and to this day I remember 
him very fondly.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Three words I would use to describe my job would be: 
A blessing, rewarding, and challenging.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? 
I wish that I ‘d been told to always have a second 
perspective on student’s circumstances.
 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher?
Students have taught me to not take things so 
seriously. It’s about having that rapport that is so 
necessary.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
To build the future of morally responsible, effective, 
and proactive individuals who will thrive and succeed.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
The best advice I’ve been given is to do all that you can 
and not give up on a child. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
I love art, crafts, and building/repairing things.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents have influenced me most in my life. 
They’re hardworking and still very active.

Adriana Cassiano
2nd Grade
Salinas Elementary School
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Perez Elementary School
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Perez Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I always felt the need to be a teacher.  I was the oldest 
of all my siblings and I would help them with all their 
homework.  I loved tutoring them every day after 
school.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? I 
have been teaching at United ISD for 20 years. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My second grade teacher Mrs. Miller from Hammond 
School Chicago, Ill.

4. Describe your job in three words.
Rewarding, motivating, and multi -purposeful. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? 
I wished someone would have advised me to prioritize 
a to do list. It is better to finish tasks from the most 
important (deadlines) to the least important and not to 
try to finish everything in one day.  

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
Students are very candid.  They have taught me to be a 
better listener than speaker. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is the only job that makes the foundational 
skills to build up all careers.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
To prioritize one’s many tasks in to do list and finish 
the most important ones by deadlines.  

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
I believe my multidisciplinary way to view and create 
lessons is a talent that lends itself to the teaching 
profession. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents have influenced me the most because they 
showed me what is important in life and value it.

Dora Peña 
1st Grade
Perez Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher because I wanted to make an impact and 
difference in today’s youth. 
 
2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I will be completing 12 years this August!

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
The teacher that made a profound impact in my life was Mrs.
Yolanda Alfaro.

 4. Describe your job in three words.  
Fulfilling, challenging, and rewarding 
 
5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher?
I honestly wish someone would have shared how action-
packed my first year would be!
My first year as a third grade teacher was epic! 
 
6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher?
Through the years my students have taught me some of 
the greatest lessons in life. The one that stands out most 
is perseverance. Quitting isn’t an option! My kiddos have 

shown me the importance of pressing through when times 
get tough. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
This profession not only prepares students but equips future 
citizens of a community. This career not only enhances 
cognitive abilities and skills, but equips young members of 
our society for greatness!

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given?
To not be so hard on myself… 
I must say it’s hard advice to follow.
 
9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? One skill I’ve recently mastered is 
adaptability. 
 
10. Who has influenced you most in life?
The biggest influence in my life has been Jesus Christ! 
He makes the daunting tasks we currently face seem so 
insignificant when we take our focus off of ourselves and 
remember what he did for us. The way he lived his life 
and how he loved and extended grace towards everyone is 
quite admirable and inspirational. He most definitely is the 
greatest influence in my life. 

Elizabeth Guerra-Lara
4th Grade
Perez Elementary School
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JBJ Muller Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
After working in the private sector, I really 
wanted to work somewhere where I could 
make an impact.     

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD?  20 years 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?  
Mrs. Sauvignet- 6th Grade 

4. Describe your job in three words.  
Rewarding, challenging, evolving 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone 
had told you when you were a first- year 
teacher? Once you are a teacher, you are 
always a teacher, even at the grocery store!  
          
6. What’s one thing your students have taught 
you about being a better teacher? You need to 

be able to admit your mistakes and laugh at 
yourself. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
A good teacher can have a tremendous impact 
on students. 

8. What has been the best advice you have 
ever been given? 
Success is the result of preparation, hard 
work, and learning from failure.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had?   I like to 
draw and paint. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My mother is my role model; she was a 
teacher until she retired at the age of 69!!! 

Susana Hinojosa 
5th Grade – all subjects 
JBJ Muller Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
To be a positive influence in my student’s lives.

2. How many years have you taught at United 
ISD? 
5 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mrs. Garcia- 6th Grade (Clark Middle)

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Nurturing children’s minds

5. What is one thing that you wish someone 
had told you when you were a first- year 
teacher? 
Expect the unexpected

6. What is one thing your students have taught 

you about being a better teacher? 
Being a better listener

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
We have the capacity to shape the minds and 
futures of our students.

8. What has been the best advice you have 
ever been given? 
To be consistent

9. What is the one skill or talent that people 
would never guess that you had? 
My newfound love for school related 
technology.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My older sisters

Talina Espinoza
1st Grade
JBJ Muller Elementary School
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Trautmann Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I was always 
driven to help and teach those around me. I wanted 
to make an impact and also help students develop 
a life-long love of learning.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
10 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
Norma Muñoz, my Studio Art teacher from 
Alexander High School. She always made her 
students feel very special. Her classroom felt like 
home, you just didn’t want to leave. She was the 
best!

4. Describe your job in three words. Inspiring, 
fulfilling, fun

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first- year teacher? 
Always expect the unexpected.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 

about being a better teacher? My student’s have 
taught me so much it’s hard to name just one thing. 
They are the ones who have shaped me into the 
teacher that I am today.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is very powerful. It’s one profession that 
gives us the ability to impact, inspire, teach and 
guide the future generations. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? 
Be grateful, help others and treat everyone the way 
you would like to be treated.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? I consider myself a very 
creative person. I’m artistically inclined. I love to 
draw, doodle, letter and paint.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My family. 
I strive to be the best version of myself for them 
everyday.

Priscilla Chapa
7th grade/Science & Exploring 
Science
Trautmann Middle School

1. Why did you become a teacher? My first paying job ever 
was tutoring other students (some my classmates) in the 
8th grade.  From an early age, I knew that teaching came 
naturally to me and I was going to help others understand 
concepts and help them learn in the world we live in.                                   

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 16 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?  My 11th grade 
high school English teacher, Ms. Janet Sanchez, now 
Janet Miller.  Thanks to her, I learned how to research and 
professionally write essays, which helped me immensely 
during my college years and even today. 

4. Describe your job in three words. Challenging, Rewarding, 
and Evolving

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? Student learning is not 
always measured by a test, comfy shoes go a long way, and 
making student connections is more meaningful to them 
than any assignment.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? Throughout my years of teaching, 
students have taught me to be patient, empathetic and kind.  

They have taught me to cancel intolerance and hatred and to 
show compassion and grace. They have made me believe in 
myself, have more fortitude, and confidence. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching 
is especially important because we influence and prepare 
tomorrow’s leaders and citizens.  Teaching can inspire, 
motivate, and push students to achieve their maximum 
potential and in turn become lifelong learners.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Teach from the heart; offer direction, guidance, and patience.  
Share life lessons, maintain your sense of humor, shine a 
light, and continue to stay positive even when it gets hard.  
No matter how many times you take the trip, there are 
lessons to be learned.  Be open to them.  You do not know 
everything.   

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I can play the piano and read music.   

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My mother, for 
instilling the values of education, hard work, perseverance, 
and resilience to overcome obstacles.

Belinda Garza 
6th and 8th/Science
Trautmann Middle School

DECEMBER 2020
JBJ Muller Elementary School


