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Kazen Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I understood how truly important children were after I 
delivered my twins at 32 weeks who had to stay behind 
in the NICU. I knew I wanted to make a difference, 
inspire, and encourage children. The best way to do it 
was to become a teacher. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my fifteenth year teaching.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mrs. MacDonald at Trautmann Elementary School

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Infinite, caring, inspirational

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? 
I wish someone would have given me a time 
management class for afterhours. I would stay at work 
late until the custodians would have to tell me they 
were about to close the school!

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
My students have taught me they believe in me! This 
encourages me to continue to push on and give it 200%!

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Children need to feel loved, important, cherished, and 
to believe in themselves. The service I am providing 
them includes all of these and so much more!

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? “All things are possible with God” - Matthew 
19:26. Hence, give it all to God so when you do what you 
do, everything will fall into place.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
God uses me as His instrument to listen to people and 
sends His Holy Spirit to guide me, so I know how to 
respond. I was born on the Feast Day of St. John the 
Baptist; He also gave me the gift to heal people.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My mother has always been the most important and 
greatest inspiration! She has always been loving, 
caring, nurturing, understanding, and there for me 
always. She taught me to always be respectful and 
honest. She showed me how important family is. She 
inspired me to become who I am today.

Belinda Salazar
First Grade

Kazen Elementary School
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Kazen Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher to make a difference in my 
community and for the love of learning.  

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
4 years teaching and 10 years as a 
paraprofessional.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Basilia Vela was the best teacher I had growing up. 
She was very patient and compassionate with all 
her students.  

4. Describe your job in three words.
Rewarding, challenging, exciting

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher? I wish 
they would have told me how difficult it would be to 
say goodbye to students at the end of the year. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
They have taught me to have lots of patience. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredible job because it’s the 
building foundation for any occupation. Teachers 
are teaching our future world leaders.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? The best advice I ever got was to just 
have fun teaching because, if you are, that means 
your students are too.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? One skill that I have is 
that I am very creative, and I love to decorate.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My 
parents have been the ones who have influenced 
me the most throughout my life. They taught me 
to work hard and never give up on anything that I 
choose to do. Their hard work makes me who I am 
today.

Amanda Arriaga
Kindergarten

Kazen Elementary School
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Gutierrez Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
In high school, I realized I got a thrill from seeing friends 
be successful with tips or skills I showed them. Having 
grown in a family of educators, it just made sense to 
me that it would be my path as well. I’ve enjoyed every 
challenge of my career!

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This will be my 10th year teaching for United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My 5th 
Grade teacher, Mrs. Belinda Sylvia, has a special place 
in my heart. She provided our class with memorable 
experiences such as inviting professionals to do hands-
on activities with us throughout the school year. She 
encouraged my creativity and pushed our class to do 

more and be more than we ever thought we could. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Collaborative, rewarding, and dynamic

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? To embrace and 
enjoy the moments of individual student interactions in 
the midst of all that is happening because it could be the 
moment that really matters in the eyes of that student.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? 
They taught me that it’s okay to be silly, playful, or 
embarrassing, as it will help make the lesson more 
enjoyable and sometimes more memorable. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
We challenge students in the hope they realize their full 
potential. We try to spark an interest in them by providing 
them with experiences and information they probably 
would never seek out themselves and show them 
appropriate ways to communicate with all personality 
types. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
Smiling, singing and/or dancing can drastically change 
the mood for the better, so do it more often.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I can juggle.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents, my 3 sisters, and my husband have been my 
biggest cheerleaders in life. They are so supportive and 
uplifting in times of need that they’ve taught me to never 
give up on things I love and to engage in hobbies that will 
allow me to unwind from work activities .

Krystal Alejandro
Elementary Music Teacher

Gutierrez Elementary School
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1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher 
because I wanted to serve others. I wanted to help shape the 
future and make a difference in the lives of children.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I am honored to have served United ISD for 27 years.  
Currently, I am fulfilling my 28th year as an educator, proudly 
serving our Laredo community.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My best teacher was Mrs. Linda Mitchell, senior literature 
teacher at Nixon High School.  She taught me how much I 
truly loved language through understanding written words in 
literature.  Then and there was when I developed a love for 
reading.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Fascinating - every day a new adventure.
Fulfilling - motivated by student’s learning.
Fun - never a dull moment.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher? Do not take your work 
home. Although an educator’s job is never ending, I learned 
the hard way to never take my work home because it never 
finishes.  Eventually, I learned to work more efficiently and 
completed my work in a timely manner.

6.  What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? My students have taught me that 
there is more than one way to do things.  Through their 
diverse personalities and learning styles, they taught 
me how multiple perspectives can broaden the learning 
experience.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teachers make an impact on children, leaving them with an 
eagerness to conquer the world. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Love what you do and you’ll never work a day in your life. 
Truth be told, that is my belief today.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I do enjoy cooking for my family and 
love when they have special requests.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My mother.  She taught me how to love unconditionally and  
to always trust and honor God.  I believe individuals should 
trust their intuition, respect themselves and others and have 
integrity.  Although my mother left my world way too soon, 
I continue to practice what she taught me and it has shaped 
me to be the individual I am today.

Katherine Miller
Dyslexia Teacher

Gutierrez Elementary School
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Matias De Llano Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I chose to be a teacher to make an impact on a child’s life. I want to 
show my students that with commitment and hard work, they can 
achieve greatness and be anything that they set their minds to be.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
This is my 19th year with United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
I have 3 very special teachers who impacted my life in very positive 
ways.  Rosario Garcia (RIP), Zulema Soliz and Linda Vera. 

 4. Describe your job in three words.
Rewarding, team-work, respect

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you 
were a first- year teacher?  Teaching takes countless hours and 
dedication and team-work. It takes planning and research to find 

innovative and creative ways to help students understand difficult 
concepts.  It takes love and empathy to build strong and self-
sufficient students.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher? My students have taught me compassion, 
dedication, and perseverance.  Being a teacher at times can be 
very trying. I’ve learned to put myself in their shoes and see things 
from their point of view.  I’ve learned to understand what they think 
and how they think. Students don’t care how much you know, until 
they know how much you care.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
Knowledge is the key to success. We, as teachers. Are responsible 
for planting that seed and watching it grow. One thing to keep 
in mind is, if children can’t learn the way we teach, then we 
must teach in the way that facilitates their learning. The great 
Benjamin Franklin once said, “Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I 
remember. Involve me and I will learn.”

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given?
The best advice I have been given came from one of our 
diagnosticians my first year of teaching.  She said, “Be 
compassionate and caring, don’t develop a superiority complex.  
These children, with special needs, are with you for 8 hours. Earn 
their respect, show them respect and they will follow your lead.  
You are their home, their mentor, and at times the only safe haven 
they have.”

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that 
you had? I love, love, love to dance.  Growing up my mother had 
me in ballet, flamenco, and jazz.  I think that being exposed to all 
types of dance at such a young age inspired my love for dance.  In 
the past few years I have taken salsa classes, tango classes, and 
ballroom dancing classes.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents are the ones 
who have influenced my life.  My mother showed me the true 
meaning of dedication and hard work. She always said, “Your work 
ends when your goals for the day have been accomplished.” My 
father’s belief is that if you commit yourself to something, then you 
must give it your all because people are counting on you. Their 
example is a principle I choose to live by.

Patricia Reyna
Special Education Resource 4th/5th

Matias De Llano Elementary School
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1. Why did you become a teacher? 
Becoming a teacher was always one of my dream 
jobs since I was in elementary school. However, 
it was not until I was in college that I changed my 
plan to become a Special Education Teacher.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my 19th year teaching with United ISD

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
 My first grade teacher Mrs. L. Gonzalez and 
second grade teacher Mrs. Leal inspired me to 
become a teacher. They both created a welcoming, 
engaging and nurturing environment that I 
replicate in my class. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, challenging, and exciting

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had 
told you when you were a first-year teacher? 
You cannot take things personally, and it is equally 
important to things take one day at a time. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
One of the many things my students have taught 
me is patience and embracing challenges to help 
them reach their goals. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an extremely important profession. 
As a teacher you have the opportunity to impact a 
child’s life, to motivate them, and make them want 
to be the best they can be. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever 
been given? 
Don’t ever stop learning and growing as a person.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
I love the outdoors, especially my own backyard. I 
spend a great amount of time planting fruit trees 
and vegetables.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
I would say that my parents were my biggest 
influences in my life. They taught me to work hard, 
to dream big and to never give up.

APRIL 2022
Franklin D. Roosevelt Elementary School

Marissa Vidaurri
SLC Teacher

Matias De Llano Elementary School
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Franklin D. Roosevelt Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became a teacher because I love working with children and 
wanted to make an impact on their learning.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my 15th year. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
One of the best teachers I had growing up was my 
Kindergarten teacher from Nuevo Laredo. Her name was 
Rosa. She was a sweet, patient, and kind teacher.  

4. Describe your job in three words.
Challenging, rewarding, and a job where you must be 

collaborative.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher?
As a first-year teacher, classroom management is the key. 
Having a strong classroom management plan is essential 
if you want to have a positive learning environment where 
you are able to focus on actually teaching and preparing the 
students. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher?
One thing that my students have taught me is to work hard 
based on their strengths. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
Teaching is a vital job because teachers impact students’ 
lives every day. They help shape students’ minds and lay 
their foundation of knowledge.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
One of the best pieces of advice I’ve ever been given is to 
always praise my students. Praise is one of the simplest and 
most powerful tools to engage and motivate them.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? I love singing! 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
My parents are the biggest influence in my life. They are 
extremely hard-working individuals who have managed to 
instill in me responsibility, self-dignity, integrity, and respect. 
My parents have guided me to the paths that I needed to take 
and shaped me into the person that I have become.

Jeannette Terrones
4th Grade

Franklin D. Roosevelt Elementary
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Franklin D. Roosevelt Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I became a teacher 
because I wanted to help students realize their 
abilities, no matter what their situation may be, in 
order to be able to succeed in life.
 
2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
My educational career with UISD is a total of 16 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
As a student myself, when I was growing up, my best 
teacher was my First grade teacher Rosa Ramirez.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, awesome and rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? As a first-
year teacher, one thing that I wish I was told was to 
be ready to do things over and over again - RETEACH.  
Sometimes, as teachers we assume that if we teach it 
once that is it.  We need to understand that all students 
are different.  If the student does not understand what 
a teacher has taught, reteaching must take place, by 
the teacher, in order to be able to move forward. The 
foundation must be set in order to keep building the 
learning. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
The one simple thing that I have been taught 
throughout the years is to have and to be patient. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Even though many times it is not seen in this way, 
teaching is the most important job because a teacher 
can help shape student’s lives.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? The best advice that was given to me was to 
always approach my day with a happy face; smile! This 
will set the tone to a positive day with my students.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? People might not know that I 
am a very good Cook. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My children 
have influenced me the most in my life. They are the 
reason that I do what I do. My life as a mother has been 
very rewarding.   

Eloisa Romero
2nd Grade

Franklin D. Roosevelt Elementary
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Roberto J. Santos Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher because I wanted to make a 
difference. I believe that everyone needs someone to 
believe in, and I wanted to be that person; genuine, 
compassionate, and caring. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I am proud to say I am completing my 28th year. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
Coach Lampert. She had me in so many events.  Her 
motto was, “The faster you start the faster you finish”. 
She believed in everything I did and never let me settle. 

 4. Describe your job in three words.  
Rewarding, challenging, and fulfilling. 

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? 
Classroom management is one of the hardest things 
to be successful at. Consistency and fidelity are  key 
points to have flow and respect from your students. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
Students have taught me to be more patient. They have 
also taught me that what they say is equally important 
to what I teach. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Human interaction is key to how society works. What 
we do and say has an impact on how we mold our 
students 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
Life is too short. Learn how to laugh, forgive, and move 
on without bitterness in your life. Happy teachers make 
for a happy and conducive environment for learning. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess  that you had? I was a baton twirler. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My grandparents, who absolutely loved without 
judgment and unconditionally. 

Melissa Alegria-Galvan
Reading Intervention Teacher

Roberto J. Santos Elementary School
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1. Why did you become a teacher?
I became interested in teaching at a very young age. I would 
role play teaching. My siblings and cousins would be my 
students/ class. It was an amazing and rewarding experience 
noticing that I could make a positive difference in teaching and 
discover the true talent in students. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD?
This will be my 9th year teaching. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Mrs. Yolanda Perez, an English Teacher at Martin High School. 
She motivated me to get out of my comfort zone and have a 
“go-getter” attitude in making my dreams and goals possible. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Creative, engaging, and challenging.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first- year teacher?
Not to get too attached to a particular grade level because you 
would be moved up to other grade levels.  

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher?
To believe in them and their full potential, no matter what the 
odds or documentation says about them. Also, they have taught 
me that they have a lot to bring to the table when it comes to 
learning.  Essentially, we both teach and learn from each other. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
It is an incredibly important job because we are helping to 
create our future generation of professionals.  We are an 
important puzzle piece to the creation of a great community 
and society. We have the opportunity to make a positive impact 
in our youth and future. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
Start your classroom with a strong classroom management 
system, excellent rapport with your students, parents, and 
coworkers, and you will always have a successful teaching 
year. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had?
I am like “Bob the Builder,” always creating, changing or 
remodeling. I am really good at doing craft and “DIY/ HGTV” 
hands-on construction projects around my house. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
Aside from my wonderful parents, it would be my great 
husband. He has been very supportive of every dream that I 
have accomplished and is also an extraordinary motivator in 
my life. 

Mauralinda Estrada
2nd Grade

Roberto J. Santos Elementary School
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Newman Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher because a friend told me once, “I 
think you would be a great teacher.  Try it, you’ll like it!”  
And, here I am 25 years later!!!  Thank you, Argelia!!! 

2.How many years have you taught at United ISD?
I have taught for 24 years at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
My best teacher was my second grade teacher, Mrs. 
Bazaldua, from Nye Elementary.  Her guidance and 
encouraging words made a great impact on my life.

4. Describe your job in three words. Amazing, fulfilling, 
difficult

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first- year teacher?
I wish someone would have told me how sometimes 
students have difficult family situations and how this 
affects their academic life.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher?
My students have taught me that I have to be prepared 
for the unexpected.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
Teaching is an incredibly important job because, as 
teachers, we are responsible for preparing our students 
for the future.  Our students depend on us not only for 
teaching them, but most importantly for being a friend 
through both happy and difficult times.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given?
The best advice I ever received was from my mom.  
She told me to always look for the bright side of bad 
situations.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had?
One talent or skill that people would never know I have 
is my love of doing arts and crafts.

10. Who has influenced you most in life?
The person that has influenced me most in life is my 
mom.  She taught me to always be the better person 
and to stay positive through difficult times.

Rosa Velasquez
2nd Grade

Newman Elementary School
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1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher because I wanted to make a 
difference in the lives of my students.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This is my third year teaching at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My favorite 
educator was my graduate professor Dr. Linn. She 
helped me gain confidence as a special education 
teacher. She shared a wealth of knowledge and 
experiences that helped me become a better educator. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, progressive, innovative

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first-year teacher? 
Every year can be challenging, no matter how much 
experience you have or how prepared you are. It is 
important to take one day at a time, reflect, and make 
changes if necessary. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
Building relationships matter. Communication and 
trust enhance the classroom culture. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is an incredibly important job because it is 
the foundation for all other careers. We can begin 
influencing students to consider future careers and 
goals at a young age. Teachers can also inspire 
students to be creative, motivated, and believe in 
themselves. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
Take each experience or task as an opportunity to learn 
something new. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would 
never guess that you had? 
One skill or talent I have is I am good at cooking 
different kinds of recipes. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents shaped me into the person I am today. They 
taught me how to be responsible and hard working. 
Everyday my husband, son, and daughter continue to 
influence me to try and be the best version of myself. 

Cassandra D. Obregon
3rd-5th Grade MLC Unit

Newman Elementary School

APRIL 2022
J. B. Alexander High School 9th Grade
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J. B. Alexander High School 9th Grade

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I became a teacher because it was something I had 
always wanted to do. I saw it as an opportunity to 
positively influence my community and repay my 
gratitude for all those who influenced my journey.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
This year is my fourth year with United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
The best teacher I had was Mr. Lewis, my 3rd grade 
teacher at Colonel Santos Benavides. I got into reading 
because of him. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Exciting, grounding, rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? 
I wish someone would have told me to extend more 
grace to myself. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
One thing that my students have taught me is that 
there is always plenty of room for growth and that 
learning never stops. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teaching is vital to a functioning society. Educators help 
mold students into contributing members of society.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
The best advice I have received is to take life one step 
at a time. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people don’t know 
you possess? 
My friends would describe me as a Speed Cup champ. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My Parents are the biggest influence in my life. Their 
support and guidance has greatly influenced the 
person I am today. 

Tania Flores
9th Grade/World Geography

J. B. Alexander High School 9th Grade
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1. Why did you become a teacher? 
In my early college years, I realized that I wanted to 
help people and I enjoyed spending my time with kids. 
They make every day an adventure.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I am completing my 19th year teaching here at UISD

3. Who was your best teacher growing up?
Although I have had many great teachers Mrs. Czar 
has always been an inspiration to me. 

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Energizing, rewarding, lively

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told 
you when you were a first- year teacher? 
That I would become so attached to all my students and 
that they would become a part of my life forever. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you 
about being a better teacher? 
That everyone learns at a different pace and that any 
success is a success no matter how small or large. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Because being a teacher allows you to make all 
careers possible. As a teacher, you are the catalyst that 
drives and inspires people to become what they dream 
to be. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given?
Always keep the children’s best interest in mind. 
Sometimes you are the only stability they have and you 
really do not understand the impact you may have on 
your students. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people don’t know 
you possess? 
I am very creative and enjoy trying new things. I enjoy 
learning new crafts and activities on my spare time. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents have influenced me the most in my life. 
They have been my support and guidance and I can 
never repay them for everything they have done for me. 

Elizabeth Frecsko
Special Education Teacher

J. B. Alexander High School


