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Dr. Henry Cuellar Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? Teaching has always been my 
career choice. I wanted to inspire, motivate, and make a difference 
in the lives of children. 

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 5 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? Ms. Segura (Lamar 
Middle. She taught me that as students, we could learn and have 
fun at the same time. 

4. Describe your job in three words. Rewarding, evolving, 
challenging

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you 
were a first-year teacher? To always have a to-do list and check 
items off ONE BY ONE. 

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? My students have taught me to truly “seek first to 
understand” and learn from my everyday opportunities. 

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teaching is 
important because we have the opportunity to influence, prepare, 
and shape our students into the leaders that we need in our future. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? Always 
do what is right even when no one is watching. 
 
9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that 
you had? I love crafting, working with my CriCut, making digital 
invitations, party favors, and more. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents. They have 
taught me that through faith and perseverance anything is possible. 
There is only one way to move in life and that is forward.

Elizabeth Martinez
3rd Grade

Dr. Henry Cuellar Elementary School



APRIL 2021
Dr. Henry Cuellar Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I wanted to pass on all the 
knowledge and great qualities from the best educators that 
made a difference in my life.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? I have 
taught in this extraordinary Campus/District Dr. Henry Cuellar 
Elementary for 15 amazing years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? I would have to say 
Mrs. Casso at Macdonells Elementary School. She was the first 
to receive me in a school setting and gave me the confidence 
and strength I would need to succeed the rest of my educational 
journey.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Challenging, unpredictable and most of all rewarding.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first-year teacher? Worrying about how you can 
get through to every single student in class is the start of an 
effective educator!

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher? Every time I see previous students become 
well-rounded citizens and great leaders, they make me become 
even better for incoming students.    

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? As Teachers 
we are role models and students look up to us. It is our duty 
to make sure we educate and pass on important life skills and 
most importantly effective habits for them to succeed in the 
future.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? In 
any challenge, change your paradigm and mindfulness!

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? Weight-lifting. I love taking on the challenge!

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My family and friends 
have influenced who I am and what I have achieved in my life! I 
am grateful for them!

Melissa Joy
Reading Interventionist

Dr. Henry Cuellar Elementary School
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Matias De Llano Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I want to inspire my students to 
make the world a better place through perseverance and acts of 
kindness.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? I have taught 
for 19 years at United ISD.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? My 3rd grade teacher, 
Ms. T. Garza, at Milton Elementary School inspired me to become 
an educator.  

4. Describe your job in three words. 
My job is inspiring, rewarding, and memorable.  

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you 
were a first-year teacher?  Wear comfy shoes to work because 
you’ll be on your feet all day.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? Be curious!  Inquisitive minds make the classroom 
more interesting.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teachers help 
mold our future leaders into kind, intelligent, hardworking, and 
optimistic individuals.  

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? It will 
get done, for tomorrow is another day. 

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? I am ambidextrous. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My family has had the 
greatest influence on my life because of all the love and support 
they give me on a daily basis.  I treasure every moment together 
since time flies when you’re having fun! 

Caroline Corinne Nieto
4th Grade

Matias De Llano Elementary School
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Matias De Llano Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I was inspired by my mother, 
Maria Altagracia G. Morales.  She was a teacher for 36 years 
and I saw how passionate she was about teaching.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
I have taught for 24 years.

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
Mr. Daniel Martinez, he was my reading teacher.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Dedication, Challenging, and Rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first-year teacher?
One thing that I wish someone had told me is how attached one 
becomes with the students and that it is difficult to say good-bye 
at the end of the school year.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being 
a better teacher? Students have taught me that they want a 
positive teacher that supports and listens to them.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job?
Teaching is an incredibly important job because one can make 
the most impact in a student’s life.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? The 
best advice I have ever been given is to find as many ways as 
possible to praise students because that is what they respond 
to the best.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? One talent that people don’t know that I have is 
that I can country line dance.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My Mother, Mrs. Maria 
Altagracia G. Morales, has been the most influential person in 
my life. 

Monica Cuellar
2nd Grade Bilingual Teacher

Matias De Llano Elementary School
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Amparo Gutierrez Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I was eager to pursue my career in 
education not only to impact the lives of our future leaders but also to help 
them reach their passion as they develop their love for learning.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? This is my second year 
teaching at United ISD, but I have a total of 15 years of classroom experience. 

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? Growing up I struggled with 
reading; my frustration level had reached an all-time high. Thanks to my 6th-
grade teacher, I was able to overcome my challenges and improve my reading 
skills. Her positive impact has inspired me throughout all these years.

4. Describe your job in three words. Rewarding, Empowering, Inspiring

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when you were a 
first-year teacher? Do not try to do everything on your own. Plan, share, and 
work together!

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a better 
teacher? Patience, no matter how slow the progress is, you will reach your set 
goal.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? Teachers have the ability to 
shape the minds of our future leaders and make a positive impact on society. 
Teachers are often expanding students’ limits and pushing their creativity. 
They are at the center of lifelong learning. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? Leave your 
personal struggles at home and smile no matter what. The child in front of you 
deserves your best attitude.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess that you had? 
I am passionate about reaching my personal fitness goals and maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle. Athletic competitions provide great challenges and learning 
experiences for me. I enjoy participating in various fitness activities. 

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My protector, my advisor, my friend, 
my backbone, and the one I call my MOTHER. Her loving heart, wise words, 
and knowledge are what have shaped me into the type of person I am today. If 
I am where I am, it’s not only due to her motivation and support, but teaching 
me to get back up after getting knocked down. 

Adriana Alcaraz Medina
Reading Interventionist Teacher

Amparo Gutierrez Elementary School
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Amparo Gutierrez Elementary School

1. Why did you become a teacher? I decided to become an 
educator because I have a passion for helping students reach 
their full potential.

2.How many years have you taught at United ISD?  28 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? I have been blessed 
with many wonderful teachers but one I fondly remember is 
Ms. Christina Gomez, who was my 4th and 5th grade teacher.  I 
loved how positive and challenging she was.
 
4. Describe your job in three words. Fun, challenging, and 
rewarding

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first- year teacher? One of the things I should have 
embraced sooner was that flexibility on a daily basis, is key to 
success.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? My students have taught me that we all learn a 
different way and have different abilities.  I love to see them take 
a lesson and put their own spin on it to enhance their learning. 
It is truly inspiring to see them become their own advocates.   

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? I believe the 
teaching profession is the foundation for all careers.  I truly 
believe that our students are the future.  Our role is to inspire 
and motivate our students to become future leaders. 

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
The best advice I have ever received is to make a personal 
connection with each of your students and their parents.  It 
really does take a village to raise a child.  

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? During this pandemic, I discovered I could cook.  

10. Who has influenced you most in life? My parents have 
played a huge role in the person I am today.

Cecilia M. Ramirez
5th Grade Reading and Science

Amparo Gutierrez Elementary School
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Cherish Center

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
My daughter’s elementary teachers inspired me.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 19 years

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
Life, I did 12 years of school in 7 so I didn’t have much time with 
my teachers but all of them helped me in some way or another.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, Inspiring, Incredible

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you when 
you were a first-year teacher? 
I wish someone had told me to save my lesson plans.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about being a 
better teacher? 
That if you listen to their words and body language you will be 
more prepared to teach them.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
Teachers are influencers and are at the right place to impact 
students in a positive manner.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been given? 
The best advice I have ever been given is that preparing 
yourself for any task makes the difference for great outcomes.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never guess 
that you had? 
I have some plumbing skills acquired during this recent polar 
blast.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My parents Rolando and Rosa Alcala have influenced me most 
in life. I was always encouraged by them to do the best in 
everything that I did.

Sanjuanita M. Avalos
12th Business Media

Cherish Center
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Cherish Center

1. Why did you become a teacher? 
I started working as a teacher assistant and I really 
enjoyed what I did so I pursued my degree in special 
education.

2. How many years have you taught at United ISD? 
19 years working with United ISD

3. Who was your best teacher growing up? 
My 5th and 6th grade teachers.

4. Describe your job in three words. 
Rewarding, fun, and inspiring.

5. What is one thing that you wish someone had told you 
when you were a first-year teacher? 
Always have plan B, C, and D.

6. What’s one thing your students have taught you about 
being a better teacher? 
To be a better person.

7. Why is teaching an incredibly important job? 
It gives you an opportunity to make a difference in 
students’ lives.

8. What has been the best advice you have ever been 
given? 
Always invest time at the beginning of the year in setting 
up all the programs and it will be a smooth year.

9. What is the one skill or talent that people would never 
guess that you had? 
I can whistle the loudest.

10. Who has influenced you most in life? 
My husband, children, and parents.

Blanca Almaraz
Retail Merchandising

Cherish Center


