
Senior Project 

Career Exploration  Job Shadowing  Volunteering  Portfolio  Presentation 

The Senior Project at Caldwell High School has evolved over the past several years. It originally 

was designed for seniors to select a project, organize the necessary materials, develop the 

project, meet deadlines, reflect on the process, and present the findings. In recent years, the 

individual projects have been replaced by incorporating volunteer hours to the community. The 

idea behind this change was to encourage the seniors to have a better understanding of the needs 

of the community and hopefully return to Caldwell after post-secondary training and get 

involved.  The portfolio also changed from a notebook displaying collections of writings, 

photographs, and project details to a website containing much of the same information. It was 

cost effective and helped students develop 21st century skills. In the past couple of years, the 

project took another turn. It now involves career research and planning, job shadows, and the 

volunteer component. Our expectations are for the seniors to make decisions for their futures 

based on independent research and career exploration along with the importance of volunteering 

for one’s community. Students develop a portfolio including a résumé, experience summaries, 

photographs, and required documentation of their project. The final step is the Senior Boards. 

Students present their project and plans to a panel of five judges who review their website 

portfolios as well as the oral presentation. This is a requirement for receiving a diploma from 

Caldwell and is posted as one credit on the student’s transcript. The project spans from the 

student’s spring semester of his/her junior year to the presentation in the fall of his/her senior 

year. Tentatively, Senior Boards are planned for November 16, 2018.   

Requirements 

✓ 20 individual volunteer hours  

o must involve at least 3 different projects 

o must meet a minimum of 3 hours for each project 

o documentation includes a signed supervisor’s evaluation, summary of experience, 

photos with captions 

✓ 9 group volunteer hours 

o organized and coordinated by the project committee 

o may involve more than a couple of dates 

o not evaluated by students may be reprimanded for inappropriate behavior 

✓ 10 approximate hours of job shadowing 

o must involve at least 2 job shadows 

o documentation includes a signed supervisor’s feedback form, summary of 

experience, photos with captions 

  



✓ Organized online portfolio including: 

o Name & Senior Picture 

o Thoughtful Quotable 

o Message to the Judges 

o Time Logs 

o Group & Individual Summaries 

o Photos with Captions 

o Job Shadows Report 

o Career Report 

o Reflective Essay 

o Personal Section Exposition 

o Résumé 

o 3 Letters of Recommendation (ideal for scholarship applications) 

Deadlines, Rules, & Regulations 

✓ Each student will be aligned with a supervising teacher. 

✓ Deadlines will be established in order for students to keep on track with the schedule. 

✓ Each missed deadline will result in a 5% deduction from the final grade. Students who miss 

deadlines will have detention each night (until 4 PM) until the deadline is met. 

✓ Job Shadows and Group Volunteer Hours shall be completed in the spring semester of the 

student’s junior year. 

✓ Individual Volunteer Hours shall be completed by the beginning of the fall semester of the 

student’s senior year. 

✓ Essays, Reports, and Expositions will be submitted to community proofreaders after 

supervising teachers have made suggestions to edits and revisions.  

✓ Portfolios will need to be completed on time for the Judges’ Panel to evaluate prior to the 

Senior Boards. 

✓ Students shall present a speech with a visual aid (i.e. Google Slides) for the Senior Boards 

or make special arrangements. 

✓ Any student who fails the project shall make necessary changes, revisions, etc. and meet 

with the Judges Panel again until he/she has a successful passing grade.   

✓ Scores from the Senior Project will be tabulated and submitted for posting on the fall 

transcript of the student’s senior year. This will be included in the calculation for the 

cumulative GPA. 

✓ Don’t miss deadlines! 


