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Purpose  
The purpose of this document is to inform all stakeholders of the plans for reopening the Vernon Parish 
Schools for the 2020-2021 school year while meeting the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

How To Read This Document 
This document is a “living document”. This means as the situation changes and guidance from other agencies 
evolve, this document will change. To make this possible, this document contains some features the reader 
should be aware: 
 

 The document will be updated constantly. The current update will appear at the bottom.  
 If viewing as an electronic document, please click on hyperlinks in blue to navigate to other 

important information 
 If viewing as a printed document, please scan the QR codes   

to navigate to other important information 
 

Commitment to Safety and Excellence 
As Vernon Parish navigates the COVID-19 pandemic, we are committed to: 
1. Providing Vernon Parish students with engaging continuous learning  

      experiences, social-emotional support, and balanced nutrition 

2. Providing for the safety and well-being of all district employees and  

      students 

3. Preventing the spread of COVID-19 in our school communities 

With the safety of our students and staff as our top priority, our schools and district leaders have been 
working on detailed plans for reopening schools this fall.  Using the guidance from the Louisiana Department 
of Education, Centers for Disease Control, Louisiana Governor’s Office, and the American Association of 
Pediatrics we are finalizing plans for classroom layouts/assignments, student meal service, bus transportation, 
and online education options.  Athletics and what that will look like this year is also being considered.  The  
 
 
 
 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/school-reopening-guidelines-and-resources.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/school-reopening-guidelines-and-resources.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://gov.louisiana.gov/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://vpsb.us/
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feedback provided by parents from the survey has been taken into consideration in all of our plans.  At the 
beginning of the 2020-2021 school year, Vernon Parish will focus on instruction while at the same time 
addressing the physical, mental, and social well-being of our students and communities. 
 

              
Louisiana Dept            CDC Guidance                 Louisiana Office                 American Academy                    LHSAA 
Of Education                    for Schools                     of the Governor                   of Pediatricians 
 
 

What Families Can Expect When School Begins? 
Vernon Parish is preparing to begin classes in person on September 14, 2020, and together with many 
agencies and healthcare professionals, we are working on protocols to open schools safely.  Some measures 
being considered include the following:   
 

 Health and safety protocols to keep students, families, and employees safe and healthy 

 Various high-quality learning scenarios that include in-person and distance learning 

 Altered routines to allow for recommended social distancing 
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Vernon Parish School Board 
Phase 3 Reopening Plan 

 
As Louisiana moves into Phase 3, the Vernon Parish School Board shares its plan for transitioning to these 
new guidelines. 
 
Schools in Vernon Parish will reopen on Monday, September 14th, with the exception of Hicks, North Polk, 
and Pitkin.  These schools are expected to open later in the week. 
 

Reopening Phase 3:  Instructional Program 
 

 The blended A/B days for high school students will be suspended after Friday, September 18, 2020.  
They will return to 5 days of face-to-face instruction beginning Monday, September 21.  

 The 100% virtual experience is still an option for all students K-12.   

 All classrooms will maintain social distancing to the maximum extent possible. 

 Grades PK-2 will be in static groups (stay in the same room/grouping throughout the day). 

 Grades 3-6 group compositions may change if students are able to maintain a physical distance of at 
least six feet from other students and adults in a classroom or indoor setting, to the maximum 
extent possible. 

 Grades 7-12 will be allowed to transition between classes throughout the day with precautions. 

 Band and vocal music may resume with physical distance recommendations in effect. 
 

Reopening Phase 3:  Transportation 
 

 Buses are limited to 75% of bus capacity.  We will maintain social distancing on the bus. 
 Children from the same household will be able to sit together on the bus. 
 Families are encouraged to carpool. 
 Students must wear face coverings/masks while riding the bus. 
 Weather permitting, windows will be lowered to increase ventilation on the bus. 
 Please notify your child’s schools if your child intends to begin riding the school bus to and/or from 

school. 
 
Reopening Phase 3:  Transition 
 
In order to allow Food Service, Transportation, and Schools to adequately prepare for new guidelines, 
Vernon Parish Public Schools will officially move into Phase 3 starting Monday, September 21, 2020. 
 

 
Reopening Phase 3:  Health and Safety 
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 Students and employees who exhibit symptoms of sickness are encouraged to stay home.  A list of 
potential symptoms can be found here. 

 Anyone living with someone what has tested positive for COVID must quarantine according to CDC 
Guidelines. 

 All employees and students will have his/her temperature checked upon arrival. 

 Classrooms will be set up to maximize social distancing, including an area from which the teacher is 
expected to teach. 

 Students in 3rd grade and up must wear masks; younger students should wear masks as appropriate. 

 Cloth masks are recommended.  Parents should consider this part of your child’s uniform.  Masks will 
be required to board school buses.  Masks are not to be distracting.  The CDC does not recommend 
the use of “neck gaiters.” 

 Groups larger than 50 should be avoided at all times in Phase 3. 

 Water fountains are being fitted with accessories to accommodate health and safety guidelines – 
students may not self-serve at water fountains at this time.  It is recommended that students bring 
their own water bottles at this time. 

 Visitors to campuses will be limited; temperature checks and masks will be required. 

 Posting of COVID-19 signage. 

 Certification of non-exposure/infection sign-in. 

 All classroom, restroom, and common-touch surfaces will be sanitized according to guidelines.  
 

Reopening Phase 3:  Athletics 
 

 Contact sport and activities are allowed to resume in Phase 3.  For a complete list of athletics 
guidance, please see the LHSAA released guidance.  LHSAA has provided updated guidance for fall 
sports. 

 Outdoor and indoor spectator capacity for LHSAA-sanctioned athletics shall be set in accordance 
with the Louisiana State Fire Marshal’s guidelines developed in conjunction with the Office of the 
Governor and the Louisiana Department of Health at opensafely.la.gov. 

 Schools will pre-sell tickets for each event and sell tickets for remaining capacity as available at the 
gate. 

 Appropriate COVID precautions will be enforced for all events. 

 More information will be provided as released by the LHSAA and the office of the Governor. 
 

Reopening Phase 3:  Band 
 

 All band/vocal/music activities may resume indoors or outdoors.  Group sizes are limited to 50 
(indoors).  Appropriate physical distancing measures must be taken. 

 

 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://cdn.lhsaa.org/uploads/images/Fall_Sports_COVID-19_Guidelines_8-31-2020.pdf
https://cdn.lhsaa.org/uploads/images/Fall_Sports_COVID-19_Guidelines_8-31-2020.pdf
https://opensafely.la.gov/
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Why May School Look Different This Year? 
Vernon Parish Schools, like other districts around the state, must consider multiple 
learning options for students for the 2020-2021 school year.  We are governed by 
several state and federal agencies and have to meet their evolving 
recommendations and mandates.  With their guidance, the goal of Vernon Parish 
schools is to continue delivering academic excellence while keeping the safety of 
our students and families as a priority.  Learning may look somewhat different this 
year, but the standard of education remains the same.  Nothing less than 
excellence will be provided. 
 

We recognize the student can carry COVID-19 asymptomatically yet transmit it to adults such as family 
members, faculty, and staff.  The guiding force for Vernon Parish schools is to get our students back in school, 
but we will only do so if we can provide our students, families, and staff with a safe and secure environment.  
Our goal is to provide instruction in a variety of formats based upon which reopening phase we are authorized 
to follow.  School systems are expected to plan for the possibility of toggling between phases as necessary.   

 
 

When And How Will School Begin?  
School will begin based on the adjusted approved calendar.  
 
In order to facilitate a Strong Start Reopening of Vernon Parish Schools, the first two  
days of the 2020-2021 school year only half of our students will come to school: 

 Monday, September 14, 2020: 

o Grades PK, K-8 will report 

 Tuesday, September 15, 2020 

o PK, K-8 will report 

o Students in grades 9-12 with last names beginning with A-L will report 

 Wednesday, September 16, 2020 

o Grades PK, K-8 will report 

o Students in grades 9-12 with last names beginning with M-Z will report 

**PreK will follow their traditional staggered start according to schedules which will be communicated with 
parents. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
VPSB Calendar 

http://s3.amazonaws.com/scschoolfiles/1554/2020-21_calendar_-_final.docx


 

Last Updated September 21, 2020 

How Do The Phases Affect School? 
Vernon Parish Schools along with schools across the state will open based directly on the phase announced by 
the Governor of Louisiana.  As the phases change, so will Vernon Parish schools.  Below are the phases and 
direct implications to the operations of Vernon Parish Schools.  A deeper explanation of each phase is 
provided below.  
 

 Phase 1 In Brief 
o Vernon Parish teachers will provide virtual learning.  
o School facilities are closed to the public 
o Vernon Parish School Board employees are classified as essential and may be 

required to report to their assigned locations.  
 

 Phase 2 In Brief 
o Schools will operate on a blended learning model 
o PK-8 will attend school with face-to-face instruction on Monday-Friday 
o For grades 9-12, Mondays will be virtual for all students except the RTI students 

and CTE students that need hands-on learning that will attend face-to-face.  
Students with the last name beginning with the letter A-L will report for face-to-
face instruction on Tuesday and Thursday.  Students with the last name beginning 
with the letter M-Z will report for face-to-face instruction on Wednesday and 
Friday.  The other days of the week they will have virtual instruction. 

o Virtual Learning Days will be held on designated days throughout the school year. 
o Vernon Parish Virtual School will be available to families who do not wish for their 

student(s) to attend school face to face.  
 

 Phase 3 In Brief 
o All PK-12 students will physically attend face-to-face instruction Monday-Friday.  
o Virtual Learning Days will be held on designated days throughout the school year. 
o Vernon Parish Virtual School will continue to be available to families who do not 

wish for their student(s) to attend school face to face. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3
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Phase 1 
 
Teaching and Learning  
If the governor’s office declares that we must enter Phase 1, the school system will provide virtual learning 
opportunities for all students.  This will be done using Google Classroom.  Students would continue to have 
access to high quality instruction and would be required to login each school day, submit graded assignments, 
and complete tests.  The Vernon Parish School Board will provide a school issued Chromebook to be used for 
completion of all coursework.  Parents will be required to sign a Vernon Parish Technology Contract before the 
Chromebook will be issued. 
 
Attendance 
Attendance will be taken by logging into Google Classroom or other virtual learning environments and 
completing daily course assignments. For credit purposes, teachers will maintain records to determine 
satisfactory completion of the course requirements.   
 
Nutrition  
Students will be offered lunch as “grab-n-go” meals which are available for drive-by pickup Monday through 
Friday at sites to be determined.   
 
Transportation 
There will be no bus transportation.  
 

Phase 2  
 
Teaching and Learning 
Using the Phase 2 guidelines from the Louisiana Department of Education, PK-8 grade students will return to 
school on Monday-Friday.  Grades 9-12 will return on a blended learning schedule.  Students that need 
interventions and CTE students that need hands on learning will report to school on Monday for face-to-face 
instruction.  All other 9-12 students will have virtual instruction on Monday.  Students with the last name 
beginning with the letter A-L will report for face-to-face instruction on Tuesday and Thursday.  Students with 
the last name beginning with the letter M-Z will report for face-to-face instruction on Wednesday and Friday.  
The other days of the week they will have virtual instruction. 
 
Schools will, based on LDOE and CDC guidelines, limit class sizes to 25 (to the maximum extent possible) in 
middle and high schools.  Social distancing will be enforced to the maximum extent possible.  Masks will be 
required for grades 3-12 at all times.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/school-reopening-guidelines-and-resources.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/school-reopening-guidelines-and-resources.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
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Attendance 
Attendance will be monitored daily. Students must attend the same instructional time as a regular school year 
which is 60,120 minutes.  These minutes will accumulate through the virtual and face-to face time. Students 
not attending school regularly will be referred to the Office of Child Welfare and Attendance for further review 
and if deemed necessary the case will be forwarded to truancy court.  
 
If a student is in the Vernon Parish Virtual School, attendance will be taken by logging into Google Classroom 
or other virtual learning environments and completing daily course assignments. For credit purposes, teachers 
will maintain records to determine satisfactory completion of the course requirements.   
 
Nutrition 
All students on campus will be offered breakfast upon entering school.  Students will be allowed to eat in the 
cafeteria, classrooms, or in other areas of the school as determined by the principal.  In all circumstances, 
students will maintain the recommended social distancing protocols.   
 
For lunch, the principal will establish a schedule for their schools.  Lunches may be served in the cafeteria, 
delivered to the classrooms, or other areas of the school determined by the principal.  Social distancing 
protocols will be followed in the lunch areas.   
 
The cafeteria staff will properly clean and sanitize tables and seating surfaces between feeding groups in the 
cafeteria.  Cafeteria workers will wear proper PPE.   
 
For students participating in the Vernon Parish Virtual School, breakfast and lunch will be offered for pickup.  
These meals will be based on the same fee schedule as if they were attending in the school building.   
 
Transportation 
The Vernon Parish School Board’s school buses will operate at 50% capacity to maintain appropriate social 
distancing. It is required that bus drivers and students wear masks while riding the bus to and from school.  
Students will be required to sanitize their hands using hand sanitizer when entering the bus.  School buses will 
be required to travel with the windows open to facilitate air flow as permitted by weather.  Each school bus 
driver will be required to sanitize their school bus after each individual route.  Social distancing will be 
maintained on the buses.  Children from the same family will be able to sit together on the bus.  Due to social 
distancing, please expect an increase in the amount of time that routes may take to complete.  The Vernon 
Parish School Board strongly encourages families to drop off their student(s) and pick them up from school 
if possible.  Student seating charts will be established and maintained. 
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Phase 3 
 
Teaching and Learning 
Using the Phase 3 guidelines from the Louisiana Department of Education, all students will report to school 
Monday-Friday.   
 
All schools will be modifying practices to include: 

o daily temperature checks 
o  masks will be required for students in grades 3-12 
o social distancing 
o amended cafeteria operation 
o additional enhanced safety protocols. 

 
Attendance 
Attendance will be the same as Phase 2 for both face-to-face classes and Vernon Parish Virtual School. 
 
Transportation 
The Vernon Parish School Board’s school buses will operate at 75% capacity to maintain appropriate social 
distancing. It is highly encouraged that bus drivers and students wear masks while riding the bus to and from 
school.  Students will be required to sanitize their hands using hand sanitizer when entering the bus.  School 
buses will be required to travel with the windows open to facilitate air flow as permitted by weather.  Each 
school bus driver will be required to sanitize their school bus after each individual route.  Social distancing will 
be maintained on the buses.  Children from the same family will be able to sit together on the bus.  Due to 
social distancing, please expect an increase in the amount of time that routes may take to complete.  The 
Vernon Parish School Board strongly encourages families to drop off their student(s) and pick them up from 
school if possible.  Student seating charts will be established and maintained. 
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Special Notes about Breakfast and Lunch 

 All regulations and guidelines (from the CDC, USDA, 

LDOE, CNP, and LDHH) will continue to be followed in all 

processes of meal service, including delivery, storage, 

preparation, serving, and cleaning. 

 Students will wash their hands upon entering school, 

before meals, after meals, and before dismissal.  

Students should wash their hands and/or use hand 

sanitizer every two hours. 

 In all phases, all meals will be served in disposable containers.  

 Self-service options will not be available.  All meals will be packed and served by the cafeteria staff. 

 Students/employees won’t be allowed to share food or beverages. 

 All parents are encouraged to utilize on-line payment options to minimize physical contact.  If this is 

not possible, parents can still send checks or cash in an envelope as pre-payment.  Payments will not 

be accepted while students are in the serving line to reduce physical contact. 
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What Is Vernon Parish Virtual School? 
 
The Vernon Parish Virtual School will be available to all students in 
grades K-12 within Vernon Parish Schools for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  This program provides students with: 

 Certified Vernon Parish Teachers 

 Tier I curriculum that addresses Louisiana Standards 

 Office hours for communicating with teachers 

 
Advantages of Enrolling in Vernon Parish Virtual School versus a 
Home Study Program or an Online Vendor: 
 

 Vernon Parish Virtual School is free 

 Vernon Parish Virtual School follows the same school calendar as the Vernon Parish School District 

 Vernon Parish Virtual School provides accommodations for unique learning styles, including special 

education services 

 Students earn State-Approved Carnegie credits that meet Louisiana graduation requirements and are 

easily transferable 

 Access to a certified counselor who will work with you and your student to ensure that they are taking 

the courses that will meet Louisiana graduation requirements.  The counselor will also work with them 

on their Individual Graduation Plan 

 Breakfast and lunch will be available to students for pickup.  These meals will be based on the same fee 

schedule as if they were attending in the school building.   

 Students will be allowed to participate in athletics 

***Home study credits and many online vendors are not state approved, so these credits do 
not automatically transfer.  Students must “start over” with all credits earned from any 
unapproved school or home study program.  Home school students are not eligible for meals 
or to participate in athletics 
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Parents should keep in mind several items when making the decision to attend school virtually?  Is your child:  

 Self-motivated 

 Independent Learner 

 Computer Literate 

 Good Time Management 

 Effective Communicator 

 Personal Commitment 

 Academic Readiness 

 Technologically Prepared 

 
Technology Requirements 
All courses are web-based and must be accessed through Google Classroom.  Parents and guardians are 
responsible for providing internet access.  If needed, a Chromebook will be issued to the family for students 
for their use to complete classwork.  Parents will be required to sign a Vernon Parish technology agreement 
assuring that the Chromebook and power cord will be returned in working condition and without damage.  
Any device that is not returned or is damaged will be assessed $250.00 for the Chromebook and $40.00 for the 
cord.   
 
Enrollment Guidelines/Policies 

 The enrollment period for the 2020-2021 school will be open July 15-July 24, 2020.  The 

registration form is available on the Vernon Parish School Board website.   

 Students will be contacted by their teachers with details about their virtual classes.   

 There will be a one-week grace period after school starts for those students that 

enroll in the program but would like to transfer back to face-to-face instruction.  The 

deadline for this decision will be September 18th.   After September 18th, students will 

be enrolled in the Virtual School until the end of a 9 weeks period.  Changes can be made from virtual 

learning to face-to-face learning at the end of each 9 weeks grading period.   

 

 

 

 

 
Vernon Parish 
Virtual School 

Application 

file:///C:/Users/R%20Page/Downloads/vpsb.us
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What Technology Will Be Available for My Child? 

 During the Spring and Summer of 2020, all Vernon Parish teachers have been training to 

be Google Certified Educators Level 1. This training is extensive and helps our teachers 

meet the 21st century digital student where they are most comfortable. This training also 

greatly increases our capacity to deliver high quality education in a time of such 

uncertainty.  

 K-8 students will be assigned a device to be used at school.  In the event we move to 

Phase 1 the device can be brought home by the student. 

 Grade 9-12 students will be assigned an individual device that can be brought home by students as 

needed throughout the school year.  

 Parents will be required to sign a Vernon Parish technology agreement assuring that the Chromebook 

and power cord will be returned in working condition and without damage.  Any device that is not 

returned or is damaged will be assessed $250.00 for the Chromebook and $40.00 for the cord.   

 

What Curriculum Will My Child Learn This Year? 

Regardless of the phase, Vernon Parish Schools will deliver instruction based upon state curriculum guides.  

Teachers will incorporate 2019-2020 standards that were unaddressed or abbreviated into the 2020-2021 

learning sequence and provide additional supports for students with unfinished learning. 

 

Where Can I Find Information Throughout the Year? 
 
Parents and Employees are strongly encouraged to access the most current information about the re-opening 
of school and school operations through: 

 Vernon Parish School Board Website 

 School Websites 

 Remind 

 
                                                                                                                       Remind                vpsb.us 

Please note it is vitally important for parents to be able to be contacted.  

Please keep phone numbers and emails up to date with the school.  It  

is best to have multiple people listed as contacts.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://teachercenter.withgoogle.com/certification_level1
http://www.vpsb.us/
https://www.remind.com/
https://teachercenter.withgoogle.com/certification_level1
https://vpsb.us/
https://www.remind.com/
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What About PE and Locker Rooms?  

 
Locker Rooms 
PE locker rooms will be closed until further notice.  Athletic locker rooms will 
only be open during Phase 3.  While in athletic locker rooms, students are to stay 
socially distanced to the maximum extent possible.  Contact with others, such as 
handshakes, should be eliminated.  Avoid touching surfaces touched by others 
to the extent possible.  Avoid anyone coughing, sneezing, or appears to be sick. 
 
PE Uniform 
PE Uniforms will not be required for middle and high school students for the 
2020-2021 school year. 

 

What Enhanced Safety Measures Are Planned?  

 
Social Distancing 
Social distancing is an effective way to prevent potential infection.  
Students may follow altered routines for lunch, restroom breaks, 
bus unloading, and other travel patterns.  These plans will be 
designed at the school level. 
 
Face Coverings (Masks) 
Face coverings (masks) are an important part of our protection 
against the spread of COVID-19.  In Phase 2, face coverings are 
required by all VPSB employees and students (grades 3-12).  In 
Phase 3, face coverings are also required for all VPSB employees, 
when interacting with staff, students, or the public.  It is also 
required for students in grades 3-12 to wear face coverings.  Face 
coverings should be school appropriate and not a distraction (i.e. 
no words, slogans, advertisements, images, etc.) as approved by 
school administration.   
 
Cleaning and Disinfecting Measures 
Intensified cleaning and disinfecting measures will ensure the physical spaces, equipment, and materials staff 
and students come into contact with remain safe.  High-touch surfaces such as doorknobs, handles, fixtures, 
etc. will be cleaned multiple times throughout the day.  Restrooms will be monitored and cleaned more 
frequently throughout the day.  Water fountains will be closed.  Each school will have water bottle filling 
stations.  Students are encouraged to bring water in water bottles to school with them.   
 
Handwashing 
Handwashing or use of hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol will occur at arrival, at least every 2 
hours, and before and after eating.  Good hygiene practices will be encouraged and discussed in the 
classroom. 
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How Will Students And Teachers Be Screened? 
 
Parents are encouraged to complete a health screening process at home before sending the student to school.  
The student should stay home if he/she show any of the symptoms below, is sick, or has been in direct contact 
with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19. 
 
A thermal scanner will take the temperature of all students as they enter the building.  If the thermal scanner 
indicates a student has an increased temperature, that student will have their temperature taken by a 
noncontact thermometer.  If a student has a fever of 100.4 or higher, they will be isolated and their 
temperature will be taken again 10 minutes later.  
 
Symptoms that may require a student to stay home: 

 Any of the symptoms below: 

o Fever of 100.4 

o Cough 

o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

o Active vomiting or diarrhea 

 Emergency warning signs requiring medical attention immediately 

o Trouble breathing 

o Persistent pain or pressure in the chest 

o New confusion or inability to arouse 

o Bluish lips or face 

 At least two of these symptoms 

o Fever (100.4 in the past 24 hours) 

o Chills 

o Muscle pain 

o Sore throat 

o New loss of taste or smell 

Symptomatic students will be isolated and supervised until the student is picked up.  It will be the 
responsibility of the parent/guardian to promptly pick up the student from school.  Each school will develop 
their own plan for isolation and supervision. 
 

It is important to note students will be required to present a doctor’s release to return to 
school.  Parents are strongly encouraged to notify the school principal if a student or someone 
they have been in direct contact with tests positive for COVID-19.  Principals will work closely 
with Nursing Staff to determine the next steps. 
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Employee Protocols and Screening Overview 
Employees will be advised to stay home if they are sick or have been in direct contact with someone who has 
tested positive for COVID-19. 
 
Employees will be required to complete a daily health screening process and a temperature check upon arrival 
to work.  The employee will be required to return home if the reading is 100.4 or higher. 
 
Symptoms that may require an employee to stay home: 

 Any of the symptoms below: 

o Fever of 100.4 

o Cough 

o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

o Active vomiting or diarrhea 

 Emergency warning signs requiring medical attention immediately 

o Trouble breathing 

o Persistent pain or pressure in the chest 

o New confusion or inability to arouse 

o Bluish lips or face 

 At least two of these symptoms 

o Fever (100.4 in the past 24 hours) 

o Chills 

o Muscle pain 

o Sore throat 

o New loss of taste or smell 

Employees may be required to present a doctor’s release to return to work. Employees will need to 
contact their supervisor if they are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, test positive for COVID-
19, or are directly exposed to someone who tests positive for COVID-19.  Supervisors will work 
closely with the Nursing Staff to determine the next steps. 

 
 

Employee or Student Exposure 
  
The Vernon Parish School Board will be in close contact with the Louisiana Department of Health.  The regional 
director’s office will give guidance for employee and student exposure to COVID-19.  In the event, a VPSB 
employee or student has been directly exposed to the virus, the first concern is for the health and safety of 
those who may be at risk for additional exposure.  VPSB will notify parents if there is a positive case in their 
child’s class and contact any potential direct contacts. 
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What About Travel? 
 
Students 
During Phase 3, school related travel may be allowed with approval from the Superintendent. 
 
Faculty and Staff 
The Vernon Parish School Board will discontinue staff travel to conferences and workshops until further 
notice, unless preapproved by Personnel and the office of the Superintendent. 

 
Will Visitors Be Allowed On Campus? 
 
The safety of our staff and students remains the district’s primary concern.  Therefore, visitors are encouraged 
to make an appointment to visit VPSB schools and offices.  To help prevent the spread of the virus and reduce 
the risk of exposure to our staff and students, visitors may be subjected to screening questions and 
temperature checks before entering the building.  Participation in screening is important to help us take 
precautionary measures to protect our visitors, students, and staff in the building. 
 
 

Communications Plan 
 
Web Page 
The Vernon Parish School Board Webpage will be updated as information becomes available about school 
reopenings, operations, and processes.  This information will be updated in this document, Vernon Parish 
Strong Start Plan.  It will be linked to school site webpages.  This information will be located at vpsb.us.  It will 
be updated by curriculum staff as needed. 
 
Dedicated Email 
Information by email can be obtained by selecting the Contact Us tab at the top of our webpage, vpsb.us.  This 
email is checked multiple times a day by our curriculum staff.  Emails are answered by them or forwarded to 
the correct  department for the answers.   
 
COVID-Frequently Asked Questions 
Frequently asked questions are located at https://vpsb.us/43601_1.  This living document is updated as 
needed by curriculum staff. 
 
Surveys 
Families were surveyed in June, 2020. These survey results were the basis for determining the types of school 
settings that Vernon Parish would provide in the 2020-2021 school year.  This survey also provided VPSB with 
information on what type of connectivity and devices our families had in place at that time.   
 
 
 

https://vpsb.us/43601_1
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Virtual Orientations 
Each school will have a virtual orientation for their families.  Some schools will have virtual welcomes from 
administrators and teachers on their websites.  User guides for GOOGLE classrooms will also be placed on the 
Vernon Parish School Board website.  Schools will use these guides to work with students and parents on the 
how to’s of GOOGLE classroom. 
 
Messaging System 
The Vernon Parish School System has the capabilities to send messages to stakeholders through Remind and 
JCOM messaging.  Messages will be sent from the Central Office level or the School level as needed.  Social 
media is also being used by the schools to inform stakeholders of procedures for reopening schools.   
 
Signage 
Signage has been placed in all of the schools to encourage hand washing, social distancing and other safety 
protocols. 
 
Additional Plans 
School administrators have been given letters that will be shared with stakeholders if a student or employee 
tests positive for COVID-19.  Flow charts have also been provided with guidelines to follow if a student or 
employee tests positive. 
 
All information will be shared with stakeholders through our vpsb.us website and local media if we have 
school/system closures.   
 
This is a plan developed at the district level.  School sites will be developing their own plans which will mirror 
the district plan.  School sites will use their leadership teams to develop their plans.   
 
Teachers will make contact on a weekly basis with virtual students.  School level administrators will develop a 
plan to track this.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


