
This document is being produced for the 
purpose of giving parents and students in 
Vernon Parish a better understanding of the 

math concepts being taught. 

       
 

 

Eureka Math Parent Tips 
First Grade Module 2 

Introduction to Place Value Through 
Addition and Subtraction Within 20 

Module 2 serves as a bridge from problem 
solving within 10 to work within 100 as 

students begin to solve addition and 
subtraction problems involving teen 

numbers.  Louisiana Standards: 
- Use addition and subtraction within 20 to solve
word problems involving situations of adding to, taking from, putting together, taking apart, and comparing,
with unknowns in all positions, e.g., by using objects, drawings, and equations with a symbol for the
unknown number to represent the problem. Apply properties of operations as strategies to add and subtract.
- Solve word problems that call for addition of three whole numbers whose sum is less than or equal to 20,

e.g., by using objects, drawings, and equations with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the
problem.

- Apply properties of operations as strategies to add and subtract. (Students need not use formal terms for
these properties.) Examples: If 8 + 3 = 11 is known, then 3 + 8 = 11 is also known. (Commutative property
of addition.) To add 2 + 6 + 4, the second two numbers can be added to make a ten, so 2 + 6 + 4 = 2 + 10 =
12. (Associative property of addition.)

- Understand subtraction as an unknown-addend problem. For example, subtract 10 – 8 by finding the
number that makes 10 when added to 8.

- Add and subtract within 20, demonstrating fluency for addition and subtraction within 10. Use mental
strategies such as counting on; making ten (e.g., 8 + 6 = 8 + 2 + 4 = 10 + 4 = 14); decomposing a number
leading to a ten (e.g., 13 – 4 = 13 – 3 – 1 = 10 – 1 = 9); using the relationship between addition and
subtraction (e.g., knowing that 8 + 4 = 12, one knows 12 – 8 = 4); and creating equivalent but easier or
known sums (e.g., adding 6 + 7 by creating the known equivalent 6 + 6 + 1 = 12 + 1 = 13).

- Understand that the two digits of a two-digit number represent amounts of tens and ones. Understand
the following as special cases:    a.10 can be thought of as a bundle of ten ones—called a “ten.”
b.The numbers from 11 to 19 are composed of a ten and one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, or
nine ones.

Though many students may continue to count on as their primary means of 
adding and subtracting, the larger purpose of composing and decomposing ten is 
to lay the foundation for the role of place value units in addition and subtraction. 



First Grade Module 2 

Words to Know: 
Ten frame 
Related Facts 
More 
Part 
Ones 
5-Groups
Partners to Ten
Teen Numbers
Decompose

Mom baked some cookies. She made 8 chocolate 
chip cookies, 2 sugar cookies, and 4 peanut 
butter cookies. How many cookies did mom 
make? 

RDW means Read, Draw, and Write. 
1. Read the problem.
2. Draw the problem (number bonds,
pictures)
3. Write the solution (number sentence,
sentence with answer – Charlie ate 7 red
apples.)

Students will make a simple math 
drawing and circle ten. Then solve and 

make a number bond to go with the 
subtraction sentence. 

Students will solve by counting on and 
by using the take from ten strategy  

Solve put together/take apart unknown addend 

Charlie ate 5 green 
apples and some red 
apples this week. If 
he ate 12 apples in 
all, how many red 
apples did he eat?  

Begin by drawing as much of the math 
story possible. Charlie ate 12 apples. 
Draw 12 circles to represent the 12 

apples. 5 of the apples Charlie ate are 
green. Are these 5 more apples, or are 

they part of Charlie’s 12 apples? They are 
part of Charlie’s apples. Circle them and 
label them green (g) to show that is part 

is green. How many apples are left? 7  

Charlie ate 7 red 
apples.  



First Grade Module 2 

How you can help at home… 
• Roll single digit numbers and add them

together.
• Roll 2-digit or 3-digit numbers and add them together.
• Add all the digits of your house number together.
• Make a train with Legos or colored blocks. Write a number

sentence for the different colors in the train.
• Add the price of two items at a store.
• Compare gas prices to find the lowest amount.
• Start with 20 counters (beans, pennies, etc.) and roll   two dice to

make a 2-digit number. Subtract counters until you get to 0.
• Give your student an addition or subtraction number sentence

and ask them to make up a story problem to go with the number
sentence.

• Make a physical array with counters and record on paper using
symbols

Solve take away from with 
change unknown:

There are 9 
cats in the 
yard. Some 
ran away. 
Now there 

are 6 cats in 
the yard. 

How many 
ran away? 

 3 cats ran away. 

Equal signs to solve equivalent 
expressions:  

Tammy had 12 dolls 
and lost 4. Casey has 4 

dolls and her mom 
gave her 4 more. Who 
has more dolls, Tammy 

or Casey?  

Tammy had 12 and now she has 8. Casey had 4 
and now she has 8. Both girls have the same 

number of dolls. 
12 – 4 = 4 + 4 

8 = 8 
They have the same number of dolls. 


