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Part 1: READING COMPREHENSION  

“The Laugher” 

by Heinrich Böll 

When someone asks me what business I am in, I am seized with embarrassment: I 

blush and stammer, I who am otherwise known as a man of poise. I envy people who can 

say: I am a bricklayer. I envy barbers, bookkeepers, and writers the simplicity of their avowal, 

for all these professions speak for themselves and need no lengthy explanation, while I am 

constrained to reply to such questions: I am a laugher. An admission of this kind demands 

another, since I have to answer the second question: "Is that how you make your living?" 

truthfully with "Yes." I actually do make a living at my laughing, and a good one too, for my 

laughing is—commercially speaking—much in demand. I am a good laugher, experienced, 

no one else laughs as well as I do, no one else has such command of the fine points of my 

art. For a long time, in order to avoid tiresome explanations, I called myself an actor, but my 

talents in the field of mime and elocution are so meager that I felt this designation to be too 

far from the truth: I love the truth, and the truth is: I am a laugher. I am neither a clown nor a 

comedian. I do not make people gay, I portray gaiety: I laugh like a Roman emperor, or like a 

sensitive schoolboy, I am as much at home in the laughter of the seventeenth century as in 

that of the nineteenth, and when occasion demands I laugh my way through the centuries, 

all classes of society, all categories of age: it is simply a skill which I have acquired, like the 

skill of being able to repair shoes. In my breast I harbor the laughter of America, the laughter 

of Africa, white, red, yellow laughter—and for the right fee I let it peal out in accordance with 

the director's requirements.  

I have become indispensable; I laugh on records, I laugh on tape, and television 

directors treat me with respect. I laugh mournfully, moderately, hysterically; I laugh like a 

streetcar conductor or like an apprentice in the grocery business; laughter in the morning, 

laughter in the evening, nocturnal laughter, and the laughter of twilight. In short: wherever 

and however laughter is required—I do it.  

 It need hardly be pointed out that a profession of this kind is tiring, especially as I 

have also—this is my specialty—mastered the art of infectious laughter; this has also made 

me indispensable to third- and fourth-rate comedians, who are scared—and with good 

reason—that their audiences will miss their punch lines, so I spend most evenings in 

nightclubs as a kind of discreet claque, my job being to laugh infectiously during the weaker 
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parts of the program. It has to be carefully timed: my hearty, boisterous laughter must not 

come too soon, but neither must it come too late, it must come just at the right spot: at the 

prearranged moment I burst out laughing, the whole audience roars with me, and the joke is 

saved.  

But as for me, I drag myself exhausted to the checkroom, put on my overcoat, happy 

that I can go off duty at last. At home, I usually find telegrams waiting for me: "Urgently 

require your laughter. Recording Tuesday," and a few hours later I am sitting in an 

overheated express train bemoaning my fate. I need scarcely say that when I am off duty or 

on vacation I have little inclination to laugh: the cowhand is glad when he can forget the 

cow, the bricklayer when he can forget the mortar, and carpenters usually have doors at 

home which don't work or drawers which are hard to open. Confectioners like sour pickles, 

butchers like marzipan, and the baker prefers sausage to bread; bullfighters raise pigeons 

for a hobby, boxers turn pale when their children have nosebleeds: I find all this quite 

natural, for I never laugh off duty. I am a very solemn person, and people consider me—

perhaps rightly so—a pessimist.  

During the first years of our married life, my wife would often say to me: "Do laugh!" 

but since then she has come to realize that I cannot grant her this wish. I am happy when I 

am free to relax my tense face muscles, my frayed spirit, in profound solemnity. Indeed, 

even other people's laughter gets on my nerves, since it reminds me too much of my 

profession. So our marriage is a quiet, peaceful one, because my wife has also forgotten 

how to laugh: now and again I catch her smiling, and I smile too. We converse in low tones, 

for I detest the noise of the nightclubs, the noise that sometimes fills the recording studios. 

People who do not know me think I am taciturn. Perhaps I am, because I have to open my 

mouth so often to laugh.  

 I go through life with an impassive expression, from time to time permitting myself a 

gentle smile, and I often wonder whether I have ever laughed. I think not. My brothers and 

sisters have always known me for a serious boy.  

 So I laugh in many different ways, but my own laughter I have never heard.  

"The Laugher" from Heinrich Böll: 18 Stories by Heinrich Böll, translated by Leila Vennewitz. Text copyright © 1966 
by Heinrich Böll. Translation copyright Leila Vennewitz. Reprinted by permission of The Permissions Company 

on behalf of the Heinrich Böll Estate and Carla Reed. 
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1. Which statement best expresses the theme of "The Laugher"? 

A. If you learn to laugh in many different ways, you could have an interesting career.  

B. Even pleasant activities become tiresome when you have to do them too often.  

C. Just because a person is laughing doesn't mean he or she is having a good time.  

D. No matter what your job is, you won't want to do it when the workday is over.  

 

2. What is first revealed to the reader about the narrator's character in paragraph 1?  

A. that he wishes his acting talents were better developed  

B. that he would rather be a clown or a comedian  

C. that he is embarrassed about his profession  

D. that he is highly in demand as a laugher  

 

3. Which choice best expresses what the reader learns about the narrator in paragraphs 2 
and 3?  

A. that his specialty is infectious laughter  

B. that he is very good at his job 

C. that bad comedians value his services  

D. that his job is very tiring 

 

4. In paragraphs 3 and 4, the author develops the theme by  

A. showing the contrast between the audience's reaction and the narrator's attitude.  

B. having the narrator brag about how effective his infectious laugh is.  

C. describing how difficult it is to laugh heartily at a prearranged moment. 

D. describing a typical telegram that shows how popular the laugher is.  

 

5. What surprising detail does the reader learn about the narrator in paragraph 4?  

A. that he does not enjoy his job  

B. that he receives telegrams regularly  

C. that he takes a train to get to his jobs  

D. that he is exhausted after a job  
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6. In paragraphs 5–8, what irony does the reader learn about the narrator?  

A. that his wife wants him to laugh  

B. that his marriage is peaceful and quiet  

C. that his wife has forgotten how to laugh  

D. that he never laughs on his own  

 

7. Which word best describes the overall tone of the story?  

A. ironic  

B. comedic  

C. melancholy  

D. regretful 

  

8. How does the tone of the story help develop the theme?  

A. It shows what a good actor the narrator really is.  

B. It keeps up the feeling of good humor.  

C. It shows the contradiction between appearance and reality.  

D. It lets the reader know that the narrator would rather be something else. 

 

“The Writer”  

by Richard Wilbur  

(1) In her room at the prow of the house  

Where light breaks, and the windows are tossed with linden,  

My daughter is writing a story.  

 

I pause in the stairwell, hearing  

(5) From her shut door a commotion of typewriter-keys  

Like a chain hauled over a gunwale. 

Young as she is, the stuff  

 4



5 
 

Of her life is a great cargo, and some of it heavy: 

I wish her a lucky passage.  

 

(10) But now it is she who pauses,  

As if to reject my thought and its easy figure.  

A stillness greatens, in which 

 

 The whole house seems to be thinking,  

And then she is at it again with a bunched clamor  

(15) Of strokes, and again is silent.  

 

I remember the dazed starling  

Which was trapped in that very room, two years ago;  

How we stole in, lifted a sash  

 

And retreated, not to affright it; 

 (20) And how for a helpless hour, through the crack of the door,  

We watched the sleek, wild, dark  

 

And iridescent creature  

Batter against the brilliance, drop like a glove  

To the hard floor, or the desk-top, 

(25) And wait then, humped and bloody,  

For the wits to try it again; 

 and how our spirits Rose when, suddenly sure,  
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It lifted off from a chair-back,  

Beating a smooth course for the right window 

(30)  And clearing the sill of the world. 

 

 It is always a matter, my darling, 

Of life or death, as I had forgotten.  

I wish What I wished you before, but harder.  

"The Writer" from Collected Poems 1943-2004 by Richard Wilbur. Text copyright © 1971 by Richard Wilbur. 
Reprinted by permission. 

 

9. Which statement best expresses the poem's theme?  

A. Birds belong outside, not trapped in a room in a house.  

B. Writing a story is like sailing a ship heavily laden with cargo.  

C. Parents usually want their children to follow the same profession they did.  

D. Creating a good piece of writing can feel like freeing your spirit.  

 

10. Why does the speaker most likely introduce the story of the trapped starling, beginning 
with line 16?  

A. to show how compassionate the family was toward the bird  

B. to suggest that the noisy typewriter reminded him of the bird  

C. to develop the theme of writing as a path to freedom  

D. to add variety after developing the metaphor of the ship  

 

11. Which word best describes the overall tone of the poem?  

A. nervous  

B. hopeful  

C. serious  

D. proud 
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 12. How does the tone help develop the theme?  

A. It shows how closely the speaker watches over his daughter.  

B. It suggests that writing is a difficult and uncertain profession.  

C. It shows how important it was to the speaker for the bird to get free.  

D. It shows how much the speaker wants his daughter to be happy. 

 

PAIRED TEXT 1: “Franklin Delano Roosevelt and the New Deal” 

by Jonathan Martinson  

By the early 1930s, the Great Depression, which began with the stock market crash in 

1929, had devastating effects on the United States. About twenty-five percent of the labor 

force could not find work. This nationwide economic crisis caused many Americans to start 

doubting the traditional capitalist system. As people became more and more desperate for 

work, fears of revolution swept the country. Without strong leadership, it seemed that the 

country was doomed.  

In 1932, Franklin Delano Roosevelt ran for president on a platform of new direction in 

government and drastic changes in basic economic policy. He was overwhelmingly elected 

as the 32nd president, losing in only six states. On March 4, 1933, Roosevelt delivered an 

inaugural address that was full of optimism. The new president's message of a "new deal" 

was just what Americans wanted to hear. Roosevelt proposed "bold, persistent 

experimentation." He claimed that he would "take a method and try it. If it fails, admit it 

frankly and try another. But above all, try something." Roosevelt's image as a confident and 

competent leader restored hope to millions of Americans.  

Roosevelt's policies, called the New Deal, centered on economic recovery and 

reform. The New Deal focused on public works programs, labor reform and union rights, 

agricultural reforms, unemployment compensation, and reforms of the financial systems. It 

also created Social Security for the elderly and disabled who could not work. All together, 

Roosevelt began changes that would benefit even future generations.  

 Roosevelt was an effective communicator, which helped his New Deal gain support. 

For example, he spoke directly to the media. Early on, Roosevelt built a strong relationship 

with the press. Informative question-and-answer press conferences enabled Roosevelt to 

share information with reporters, who then shared the information widely in print.  
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 But Roosevelt wanted to reach all Americans. He came up with the idea of "Fireside 

Chats." Nearly every U.S. home of the time had a radio, and Roosevelt thought this would be 

a better form of communication than print. He thought that the radio would enable him to 

reach a larger audience, including those who could not read. 6 People all across the country 

tuned in to Roosevelt's first "Fireside Chat" in 1933. Roosevelt spoke clearly and slowly in 

plain language, avoiding sophisticated financial terminology. His goal was to encourage 

Americans to trust the economic system again and to reinvest in banks, thus stimulating the 

economy. Roosevelt was successful—Americans listened and acted on their president's 

words. Buoyed by the success of his first "Fireside Chat," Roosevelt gave about 30 more 

radio addresses in his 12 years in office. He discussed issues of public concern and gave 

updates on the actions of the U.S. government. His message reached the public and was a 

major factor in restoring the nation's confidence at a low point. 

 

PAIRED TEXT 2: Fireside Chat, September 6, 1936  

by Franklin Delano Roosevelt  

My Friends, I have been on a journey of husbandry. I went primarily to see at first 

hand conditions in the drought states, to see how effectively federal and local authorities 

are taking care of pressing problems of relief and also how they are to work together to 

defend the people of this country against the effects of future droughts.  

 I saw drought devastation in nine states.  

 I talked with families who had lost their wheat crop, lost their corn crop, lost their 

livestock, lost the water in their well, lost their garden and come through to the end of the 

summer without one dollar of cash resources, facing the winter without feed or food – 

facing a planting season without seed to put in the ground.  

 That was the extreme case, but there are thousands and thousands of families on 

western farms who share the same difficulties.  

 I saw cattlemen who because of lack of grass or lack of winter feed have been 

compelled to sell all but their breeding stock and will need help to carry even these 

through the coming winter. I saw livestock kept alive only because water had been brought 

to them long distances in tank cars. I saw other farm families who have not lost everything 
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but who, because they have made only partial crops, must have some form of help if they 

are to continue farming next spring.  

I shall never forget the fields of wheat so blasted by heat that they cannot be 

harvested. I shall never forget field after field of corn stunted, earless, stripped of leaves, for 

what the sun left the grasshoppers took. I saw brown pastures that would not keep a cow 

on fifty acres.  

 Yet I would not have you think for a single minute that there is permanent disaster in 

these drought regions, or that the picture I saw meant depopulating these areas. No 

cracked earth, no blistering sun, no burning wind, no grasshoppers are a permanent match 

for the indomitable American farmers and stockmen and their wives and children who have 

carried on through desperate days, and inspire us with their self-reliance, their tenacity, and 

their courage. It was their fathers' task to make homes; it is their task to keep these homes; 

and it is our task to help them win their fight.  

First, let me talk for a minute about this autumn and the coming winter. We have the 

option, in the case of families who need actual subsistence, of putting them on the dole or 

putting them to work. They do not want to go on the dole and they are one thousand 

percent right. We agree, therefore, that we must put them to work, work for a decent wage; 

and when we reach that decision we kill two birds with one stone, because these families 

will earn enough by working, not only to subsist themselves, but to buy food for their stock 

and seed for next year's planting. And into this scheme of things there fit of course the 

government lending agencies which next year, as in the past, will help with production 

loans.  Every governor with whom I have talked is in full accord with this program of 

providing work for these farm families, just as every governor agrees that the individual 

states will take care of their unemployables, but that the cost of employing those who are 

entirely able and willing to work must be borne by the federal government.  

If then we know, as we do today, the approximate number of farm families who will 

require some form of work relief from now on through the winter, we face the question of 

what kind of work they ought to do. Let me make it clear that this is not a new question 

because it has already been answered to a greater or less extent in every one of the 

drought communities. Beginning in 1934, when we also had a serious drought condition, the 

state and federal governments cooperated in planning a large number of projects, many of 

them directly aimed at the alleviation of future drought conditions. In accordance with that 

 9



10 
 

program, for example, literally thousands of ponds or small reservoirs have been built in 

order to supply water for stock and to lift the level of underground water to protect wells 

from going dry. Thousands of wells have been drilled or deepened; community lakes have 

been created and irrigation projects are being pushed.  

Water conservation by means such as these is being expanded as a result of this 

new drought all through the Great Plains area, the western corn belt, and in the states that 

lie further south. In the Middle West water conservation is not so pressing a problem. And 

here the work projects run more to soil erosion control and the building of farm-to-market 

roads.  

Spending like this is not waste. It would spell future waste if we did not spend for 

such things now. These emergency work projects provide money to buy food and clothing 

for the winter; they keep the livestock on the farm; they provide seed for a new crop, and, 

best of all, they will conserve soil and water in the future in those areas that are most 

frequently hit by drought.  

If, for example, in some local place the water table continues to drop and the topsoil 

to blow away, the land values will disappear with the water and the soil. People on the 

farms will drift into nearby cities; the cities will have no farm trade and the workers in the 

city factories and stores will have no jobs. Property values in those cities will decline. If, on 

the other hand, the farms within that area remain as farms with better water supply and no 

erosion, the farm population will stay on the land and prosper and the nearby cities will 

prosper too. Property values will increase instead of disappearing. That is why it is worth our 

while as a nation to spend money in order to save money.  

I have, however, used the argument in relation only to a small area—it holds good in 

its effect on the nation as a whole. Every state in the drought area is now doing and always 

will do business with every state outside it. The very existence of the men and women 

working in the clothing factories of New York, making clothes worn by farmers and their 

families; of the workers in the steel mills in Pittsburgh, in the automobile factories of Detroit, 

and in the harvester factories of Illinois, depend upon the farmers' ability to purchase the 

commodities they produce. In the same way it is the purchasing power of the workers in 

these factories in the cities that enables them and their wives and children to eat more beef, 

more pork, more wheat, more corn, more fruit and more dairy products, and to buy more 
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clothing made from cotton, wool and leather. In a physical and a property sense, as well as 

in a spiritual sense, we are members one of another.  

Excerpt from FDR's Fireside Chats by Franklin Delano Roosevelt, edited by Russell D. Buhite and David 
W. Levy. Text copyright © 1992 by the University of Oklahoma Press. Reprinted by permission of the University 

of Oklahoma Press. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13. What is Martinson's purpose in the article (Paired Text 1)?  

A. to entertain readers with stories about Roosevelt's presidency  

B. to inform readers about the New Deal and Roosevelt's "Fireside Chats"  

C. to persuade readers that Roosevelt's "Fireside Chats" were beneficial  

D. to inspire readers with stories of resilience during the Great Depression  
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14. What is Roosevelt's purpose in the radio address (Paired Text 2)? 

A. to inspire confidence in his agricultural polices  

B. to inform listeners about how hard some people have it  

C. to persuade listeners to move out of drought-stricken states  

D. to make listeners nervous about property values  

 

15. Which choice best describes the language used by Roosevelt in the radio address 
(Paired Text 2)?  

A. scholarly and formal  

B. sophisticated and serious  

C. clear and succinct  

D. entertaining and amusing  

 

16. Which of the following is a key difference between the article and the radio address 
(Paired Texts 1 and 2)  

A. The article presents a narrower view of the 1930's than the address does.  

B. The article was written during the Great Depression, before the address.  

C. The radio address provides background to prepare readers for the article.  

D. The radio address humanizes the issues presented in the article. 

 

 17. Which choice best describes the connection between the radio address and the 
photograph?  

A. Roosevelt took the photograph while on his "journey of husbandry" described in 
the address.  

B. The photograph shows what will happen to more people if Americans don't follow 
Roosevelt's advice. 

C. The photograph shows a specific example of the devastation described in 
paragraphs 1–6.  

D. The man pictured in the photograph is the intended audience for Roosevelt's 
address.  
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18. What information about the Great Depression is highlighted in the photograph?  

A. what it's like to be a farmer in Oklahoma  

B. the conditions brought on by the drought  

C. how people were forced to live during the Depression  

D. the type of housing available in Oklahoma  

 

19. Which choice best expresses Roosevelt's central idea in his radio address?  

A. Farmers are the most important sector of the economy.  

B. The fate of one sector of society affects the fates of all.  

C. Factory workers are the most important sector of the economy.  

D. People all over the country need to practice water conservation. 

 

 20. Which choice best expresses Roosevelt's reason for including paragraphs 12–13 in his 
radio address?  

A. to justify spending government money in a weak economy  

B. to explain what happens to property values in a weak economy  

C. to encourage farmers to stay on their farms  

D. to prepare people for higher taxes  

 

21. Which sentence from the address is Roosevelt's strongest argument in favor of helping 
the drought-stricken states?  

A. "I shall never forget the fields of wheat so blasted by heat that they cannot be 
harvested."  

B. "Beginning in 1934, when we also had a serious drought condition, the state and 
federal governments cooperated in planning a large number of projects, many of 
them directly aimed at the alleviation of future drought conditions."  

C. "People on the farms will drift into nearby cities; the cities will have no farm trade 
and the workers in the city factories and stores will have no jobs."  

D. "In a physical and a property sense, as well as in a spiritual sense, we are members 
one of another."  
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22. Why can this radio address by Roosevelt most be considered an important document in 
U.S. history?  

A. because it made use of the medium of radio to communicate with the people  

B. because it showed that a president wasn't afraid of visiting drought-stricken areas  

C. because it explains government's role in helping its citizens  

D. because it was the first time millions of people heard the President's voice at once  

 

23. The basic argument presented by Roosevelt in the radio address is that  

A. we all must work together for the common good.  

B. we need to be more diligent about conserving water.  

C. drought has a devastating effect on farmland.  

D. individual states need to take care of their unemployables. 

 

24. Which statement best describes the significance of the argument Roosevelt presents in 
the radio address?  

A. It suggests that people who are able to work should not receive unemployment 
benefits. 

B. It clearly defines the role of individual state governments as opposed to the 
federal government.  

C. It places the responsibility for helping citizens clearly on the shoulders of the 
individual states.  

D. It suggests that the government must get involved when people have serious 
emergencies.  
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CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE   

 

Directions:  Write a well-developed response to answer each question about the passages, 
supporting with evidence from the text(s). 

 

25. Explain how Richard Wilbur uses figurative language to develop the tone and theme of 
his poem "The Writer."   Support your claim with evidence from the text.   

 

 

 

 

 

26. Compare the photograph with the opening paragraphs of Roosevelt's radio address. 
How does each appeal to a listener's or viewer's emotions?  Which do you feel is more 
effective at doing so? Support your claim with evidence from each of the two texts.   

 

 

 

 

Part 2: VOCABULARY 

Directions: Use context clues to answer the following questions. 

27. Based on the context, what is the best  meaning of elocution in this sentence from "The 
Laugher"?  

"For a long time, in order to avoid tiresome explanations, I called myself an actor, but 
my talents in the field of mime and elocution are so meager that I felt this 
designation to be too far from the truth: I love the truth, and the truth is: I am a 
laugher."  

A. memorization  

B. mimicry  

C. public speaking  

D. soliloquies  
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28. What is the best meaning of indomitable in this sentence from Roosevelt's radio 
address?  

"No cracked earth, no blistering sun, no burning wind, no grasshoppers are a 
permanent match for the indomitable American farmers and stockmen and their 
wives and children who have carried on through desperate days…"  

A. not easily defeated  

B. poverty-stricken  

C. suffering  

D. domineering  

 

29. What is the best meaning of alleviation in this sentence from Roosevelt's radio address?  

"Beginning in 1934, when we also had a serious drought condition, the state and 
federal governments cooperated in planning a large number of projects, many of 
them directly aimed at the alleviation of future drought conditions."  

A. elevation  

B. possibility  

C. prevention  

D. lessening  

 

 

 

Directions: Use your knowledge of connotations and denotations to answer the following 
questions about how an author’s word choice can impact a text. 

30. How would the meaning of this sentence from "The Laugher" change if the author had 
used exhausting instead of tiring?  

"It need hardly be pointed out that a profession of this kind is tiring, especially as I 
have also—this is my specialty—mastered the art of infectious laughter…"  

A. The fatigued feeling of the narrator would be lessened.  

B. The fatigued feeling of the narrator would be emphasized.  

C. The narrator would feel more energized.  

D. The narrator would feel less strongly about his job.  
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31. How would the meaning of this sentence from "The Laugher" change if the author had 
used terrified instead of scared?  

"… this has also made me indispensable to third- and fourth-rate comedians, who are 
scared—and with good reason—that their audiences will miss their punch lines…"  

A. The comedians would be considered better than third- or fourth-rate.  

B. The comedians would no longer need the laugher's services.  

C. The comedians would have more confidence in themselves.  

D. The comedians would seem more nervous and frightened.  

 

32. How would the meaning of this sentence from Roosevelt's radio address change if the 
author had used problem instead of disaster?  

"Yet I would not have you think for a single minute that there is permanent disaster in 
these drought regions, or that the picture I saw meant depopulating these areas." 

A. The word disaster emphasizes the situation. Problem would minimize it.  

B. The word disaster makes the drought seem manageable. Problem does not.  

C. The word disaster causes fear in listeners. Problem would do the same.  

D. The word disaster is an appeal to logic. Problem is an appeal to emotion. 

 

 

Part 3: REVISING AND EDITING  

Directions: Read the personal narrative and answer the questions that follow 

(1) Kids used to drive me crazy. (2) I thought they were demanding and loud and 
boring. (3) Unlike all of my other friends, I never baby-sat when I was in junior high. (4) I 
stayed as far away from kids as I could. (5) Then everything changed. (6) My niece Eva came 
into the world; she turned my thoughts about kids upside down and inside out.  

(7) I first saw Eva about ten minutes after she was born. (8) She was crying and 
kicking her legs. (9) The moment I held her, she stopped. (10) When I looked into her wide, 
dark eyes, it was magical. (11) Eva was a kid. (12) Eva wasn't loud or boring. (13) I thought for 
the first time that my feelings about kids might be unfounded. 

 (14) I lived with my sister and her husband. (15) Consequently, I got to see Eva every 
day and watch how she changed and grew. (16) I used to have trouble waking up in the 
morning but Eva put a stop to that. (17) I couldn't wait to take her out of her crib, warm and 
sleepy in her blankets. (18) The first time Eva reached out for me to hold her, I reached back 
and burst with happiness.  
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(19) My love for Eva soon changed my reaction to all babies I came across. (20) I 
couldn't pass a stroller without looking in and cooing over the little baby inside. (21) My 
friends couldn't believe how much I had changed. (22) They started going with me on 
Saturdays to take Eva to the park or library. (23) As a result, several of us now volunteer for 
the children's programs at the library.  

(24) Thanks to Eva, I no longer think of kids as bothersome. (25) Instead, I think of 
them as smart, curious beings who are just beginning to figure out the world and their place 
in it. (26) Equipped with this new mindset, I'm already counting down the days until my sister 
has her second child. (27) I'm already thinking of girls' names like Sara Erin and Sophia, boys' 
names like Dan Paul and Ryan, and gender-neutral names like Alex, Chris and Jordan. 

 

33. Which version of sentences 1 and 2 correctly uses a semicolon to link two independent 
clauses?  

A. Kids used to drive me crazy. I thought they were demanding; loud and boring.  

B. Kids used to drive me crazy. I thought they were; demanding and loud and boring.  

C. Kids; used to drive me crazy I thought they were demanding and loud and boring.  

D. Kids used to drive me crazy; I thought they were demanding and loud and boring. 

 

34. Which choice adds detail to sentence 7 by adding a prepositional phrase?  

A. I first saw Eva about ten minutes after she was born, a moment I shall never forget.  

B. I first saw Eva in the hospital about ten minutes after she was born.  

C. I first saw Eva about ten minutes after she was born, as I stood outside the nursery.  

D. I first saw Eva about ten minutes after she was born; my sister was holding her.  

 

35. Which of the following is the best way to revise sentence 9 to use a colon to present a 
key idea?  

A. The moment I held her, an amazing thing happened: she stopped.  

B. An amazing thing happened: the moment I held her: she stopped.  

C. The moment: I held her, she stopped; it was so amazing.  

D. The moment I held her, she: stopped: what an amazing experience.  
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36. Which choice adds a phrase in order to adds sensory details to sentence 14?  

A. I lived with my sister and her husband, an arrangement that suited all of us.  

B. I lived with my sister and her husband, which made it convenient for me to baby-
sit.  

C. I lived with my sister and her husband in their four-bedroom tract home.  

D. After my mom was hospitalized, I lived with my sister and her husband.  

 

37. Which choice is written correctly, and adds additional words to make sentence 15 more 
detailed, while also creating a stylistic effect?   

A. Consequently, I got to see Eva every day; it was fun to watch how she changed 
and grew.  

B. Consequently, I had the good fortune to see Eva every day and watch how she 
changed and grew.  

C. Consequently, I got to see Eva every day, watching how she changed and grew.  

D. Consequently, I got to see Eva and watch how she changed and grew with each 
passing day.  

 

38. How might you revise sentence 18 to use a colon to present a key idea?  

A. The first time Eva reached out for me to hold her: this is what happened, I reached 
back and burst with happiness.  

B. The first time Eva reached out for me to hold her, I reached back: burst with 
happiness.  

C. The first time: Eva reached out for me to hold her, I reached back and burst with 
happiness.  

D. The first time Eva reached out for me to hold her, this is what happened: I reached 
back and burst with happiness.  

 

39. How might you correctly revise sentences 19 and 20 to use a colon to draw attention to 
an important point?  

A. My love for Eva soon changed my reaction to: all babies I came across. I couldn't 
pass a stroller: without looking in and cooing over the little baby inside.  

B. My love for Eva soon changed my reaction: to all babies I came across, I couldn't 
pass a stroller without looking in and cooing over the little baby inside.  
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C. My love for Eva soon changed my reaction to all babies I came across—I couldn't 
pass a stroller without: looking in and cooing over the little baby inside.  

D. My love for Eva soon changed my reaction to all babies I came across: I couldn't 
pass a stroller without looking in and cooing over the little baby inside.  

 

40. Which choice shows how a prepositional phrase was added in order to best add details 
for clarity to sentence 21? 

A. My friends couldn't believe how much I had changed in such a short time.  

B. My friends couldn't believe how much I had changed, and they couldn't hide their 
surprise.  

C. My friends, whom I had known since grade school, couldn't believe how much I 
had changed.  

D. My friends couldn't believe how much I had changed; they said I seemed like a 
different person. 

 

 41. Which choice shows the best way to join sentences 22 and 23 correctly?  

A. They started going with me on Saturdays to take Eva to the park or library, as a 
result, several of us now volunteer for the children's programs at the library.  

B. They started going with me on Saturdays to take Eva to the park or library; as a 
result, several of us now volunteer for the children's programs at the library.  

C. They started going with me on Saturdays to take Eva to the park or library: As a 
result, several of us now volunteer for the children's programs at the library.  

D. They started going with me on Saturdays to take Eva to the park or library and as a 
result; several,  of us now volunteer for the children's programs at the library.  

E. They started going with me on Saturdays to take Eva to the park or library…as  
result, several of us now volunteer. 

 

 

42. Which revision of sentences 24 and 25 correctly utilizes a semicolon to link two 
independent clauses, with the second clause beginning with a conjunctive adverb? Hint-the 
revision shouldn’t leave out any necessary information from either sentence.  

A. Thanks to Eva, I no longer think of kids as bothersome; instead, I think of them as 
smart, curious beings who are just beginning to figure out the world and their place 
in it.  
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B. Thanks to Eva, I no longer think of kids as bothersome. Instead; I think of them as 
smart, curious beings who are just beginning to figure out the world and their place 
in it.  

C. Thanks to Eva; I no longer think of kids as bothersome. Instead, I think of them as 
smart, curious beings who are just beginning to figure out the world and their place 
in it.  

D. Thanks to Eva, I no longer think of kids as bothersome. Instead, I think of them as 
smart, curious beings; who are just beginning to figure out the world and their place 
in it.  

 

43. If sentence 25 had been left as-is and not combined with sentence 24, which revision of 
it shows the correct use of a colon?  

A. Instead, I think of them as: smart, curious beings who are just beginning to figure 
out the world and their place in it.  

B. Instead, I think this: they are smart, curious beings who are just beginning to figure 
out the world and their place in it.  

C. Instead, I think of them as smart, curious beings: who are just beginning to figure 
out the world and their place in it.  

D. Instead, I think of them as smart, curious beings who are: just beginning to figure 
out the world and their place in it.  

 

44. Which choice shows the best way to punctuate sentence 27?  

A. I'm already thinking of girls' names like Sara, Erin, and Sophia, boys' names like 
Dan, Paul, and Ryan, and gender-neutral names like Alex, Chris, and Jordan.  

B. I'm already thinking of girls' names like Sara, Erin and Sophia, boys' names like 
Dan, Paul and Ryan, and gender-neutral names like Alex, Chris and Jordan.  

C. I'm already thinking of girls' names like Sara, Erin, and Sophia; boys' names like 
Dan, Paul, and Ryan; and gender-neutral names like Alex, Chris, and Jordan.  

D. I'm already thinking of girls' names like Sara; Erin; and Sophia, boys' names like 
Dan; Paul; and Ryan, and gender-neutral names like Alex; Chris; and Jordan. 
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Part 4: ACT PREPERATION ITEMS: READING AND ENGLISH  

Directions: The items that follow (45-68) are representative of items that you’ll encounter on 
the ACT.  All items have one correct answer, unless otherwise specified.   

45. Read this topic sentence: 

“Animal rights activists are adopting more rescued pets than ever before.” 

Which sentence represents the most appropriate supporting detail for the topic sentence 
above? 

A. Most people believe that animal rights are not more important than human rights. 

B. Animal rights activists have trouble finding places to adopt pets despite the 
increasing number of pets available for adoption. 

C. Animal rights activists refuse to adopt purebred animals because they’re against 
breeding animals in captivity. 

D. About 35 percent of all rescued animals are adopted by people who are involved 
with the animal rights movement. 

E. About 7 million animals enter animal shelters each year, but only about 3 million 
animals are adopted. 

 

46. Read the following paragraph: 

Like other marine mammals, whales get oxygen from the air, not the water. Whales 
have a blowhole on the top of their heads to inhale and exhale oxygen from the 
water’s surface. Another feature they share with other mammals is the way they 
produce young. Whale calves stay inside their mothers until they are born. 

Which topic sentence best introduces the paragraph? 

A. Although whales live in the water, they are not so different from other mammals. 

B. Whales do not lay eggs to give birth to their babies. 

C. Some whales may have teeth while others have baleen plates that help filter food. 

D. Whales are the largest animals on Earth today. 

E. Whales make sounds to communicate with one another. 

 

47. What is the purpose of this excerpt from a speech about science fiction?  

When it comes to literature, most people do not take science fiction seriously. They 
equate science fiction with fantastical stories about aliens, zombies, time travel, or 
other futuristic inventions. This dismissal is a serious mistake. Science fiction is 
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actually a fertile breeding ground for hypotheses, or educated guesses, about the 
future of mankind.  

If this claim sounds a little grandiose, you should consider the fact that almost a 
hundred years before the first astronauts landed on the moon, a writer named Jules 
Verne described a lunar voyage and actually got a lot of the scientific details right. In 
addition, roughly 30 years before the invention of the atom bomb, author H.G. Wells' 
The World Set Free described how atomic power could be harnessed to create an 
explosive device. Additionally, long before DNA testing was invented, Arthur C. 
Clarke wrote about how DNA studies would allow doctors to establish who the 
father of a child was.  

What do all of these writers have in common? They are all science- fiction writers!  

 

A. to entertain the audience by describing the plots of science fiction novels  

B. to persuade the audience to add science fiction novels to their reading lists  

C. to inform the audience about the scientific knowledge of science- fiction writers  

D. to convince the audience that science fiction is the highest-quality form of fiction 

 

48. Choose the three transitional words/phrases that could be used to correctly complete 
the paragraph. 

Our first reaction when we see a spider is to shrink back and clear the room until the 
crawler is removed. (1) [Because of or In spite of] unfair depictions in films or 
literature, spiders have acquired an infamous reputation. They are, (2) [consequently 
or however], vital to our environment. Like ladybugs, they feed on insects that harm 
plants and trees. (3) [In fact or In addition], you may say that the spider is a farmer’s 
best friend. 

 

A.  (1) Because of, (2) however, (3) In fact 

B. (1) In spite of, (2) however, (3) In addition  

C. (1) Because of, (2) consequently, (3) In fact 

D. (1) In Spite of, (2) consequently, (3) In addition  

 

49. Read the following paragraph.   The underlined sentence is the main idea of the 
paragraph. Which sentence could be added to the paragraph as supporting evidence for its 
main idea?  

It is our responsibility to save forests because we are dependent on them. Forests 
are an important part of the earth’s ecosystem. They help maintain the oxygen levels 
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in our atmosphere. They shelter many animals and are home to a wide variety of 
trees.  

But even beyond that, they are important for the survival of the human race. Since 
the beginning of time, our ancestors lived and survived in the forests. Even today, 
some human tribes can be found in forests. Most tribal communities depend on 
forests for their livelihood. Their survival is deeply connected to the health of the 
forests. In fact, all of us human beings are ultimately dependent on forests for our 
survival 

.  

A. Many rare and endangered types of animals live in the forests.  

B. The Yanomami people of Brazil get their food and shelter from the Amazon 
forests.  

C. Forests are in danger because they are being cut down in many countries.  

D. Forests are an important part of the cultures and traditions of many countries. 

 

 

50. In this excerpt from “Little Red-Cap” by the Brothers Grimm, which of the underlined 
sentences most demonstrates an anxious tone?  

“Who is there?”  

“Little Red-Cap,” replied the wolf. “She is bringing cake and wine; open the door."  

“Lift the latch,” called out the grandmother, “I am too weak, and cannot get up.”  

The wolf lifted the latch, the door sprang open, and without saying a word he went 
straight to the grandmother's bed, and devoured her. Then he put on her clothes, 
dressed himself in her cap, laid himself in bed, and drew the curtains.  

Little Red-Cap, however, had been running about picking flowers, and when she had 
gathered so many that she could carry no more, she remembered her grandmother, 
and set out on the way to her.  

She was surprised to find the cottage-door standing open, and when she went into 
the room, she had such a strange feeling that she said to herself: “Oh dear! how 
uneasy I feel today, and at other times I like being with grandmother so much.”  

She called out: “Good morning,” but received no answer; so she went to the bed and 
drew back the curtains. There lay her grandmother with her cap pulled far over her 
face, and looking very strange. 

“Oh! grandmother,” she said, “what big ears you have!” 
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A. “Little Red-Cap,” replied the wolf. “She is bringing cake and wine; open the door." 

B. The wolf lifted the latch, the door sprang open, and without saying a word he went 
straight to the grandmother's bed, and devoured her. 

C. “Oh dear! how uneasy I feel today, and at other times I like being with 
grandmother so much.” 

D. There lay her grandmother with her cap pulled far over her face, and looking very 
strange. 

 

51. What is the main conflict in this excerpt from “Rumplestiltskin” by the Brothers Grimm?  

By the side of a wood, in a country a long way o, ran a stream of water; and upon the 
stream there stood a mill. The miller's house was close by, and the miller, you must 
know, had a very beautiful daughter. She was, moreover, very shrewd and clever; 
and the miller was so proud of her, that he one day told the king of the land, who 
used to come and hunt in the wood, that his daughter could spin gold out of straw.  

Now this king was very fond of money; and when he heard the miller's boast his 
greediness was raised, and he sent for the girl to be brought before him. Then he led 
her to a chamber in his palace where there was a great heap of straw, and gave her a 
spinning-wheel, and said, “All this must be spun into gold before morning, as you 
love your life.” It was in vain that the poor maiden said that it was only a silly boast of 
her father, for that she could do no such thing as spin straw into gold: the chamber 
door was locked, and she was left alone.  

 

A. a conflict between the miller and his daughter, who wants to run away from home  

B. a conflict between the miller and the king to see who can spin the most gold  

C. a conflict between the daughter and the king, who demands that she spin straw 
into gold  

D. a conflict between the daughter’s desire to please her father and to please the 
king 

 

52. Based on the context of the sentences, which underlined word has a negative 
connotation as it’s used in the excerpt?  

The pleasant aroma of freshly baked cookies filled the dining room. Aaron baked 
sweet and tasty treats for his brother’s farewell party. Haley couldn’t trust Samuel 
because of his overly sneaky nature. Coco is the sweetest, most energetic six-
month-old puppy. 

A. aroma 

B. tasty 

C. sneaky 

D. energetic
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53. Based on the excerpt from O. Henry’s short story “A Retrieved Reformation,” what is a 
theme found in the story? 

 Hardly believing that she heard him aright, she unpinned the bud from the bosom of 
her dress, and placed it in his hand. Jimmy fastened it into his vest-pocket, threw on 
his coat and pulled up his shirt-sleeves. With that act Ralph D. Spencer passed away 
and Jimmy Valentine took his place.  

"Get away from the door, all of you," he commanded, shortly.  

He set his suit-case on the table, and opened it out at. From that time on he seemed 
to be unconscious of the presence of anyone else. He laid out the shining, queer 
implements swiftly and orderly, whistling softly to himself as he always did when at 
work. In a deep silence and immovable, the others watched him as if under a spell.  

In a minute Jimmy's pet drill was biting smoothly into the steel door. In ten minutes—
breaking his own burglarious record—he threw back the bolts and opened the door.  

Agatha, almost collapsed, but safe, was gathered into her mother's arms.  

Jimmy Valentine put on his coat, and walked outside the railings towards the front 
door. As he went he thought he heard a far-away voice that he once knew call 
"Ralph!" But he never hesitated.  

 

A. No matter how hard you try, you can never change yourself for the better.  

B. Everyone has the ability to change.  

C. People who truly love each other should be honest with each other.  

D. Nothing is as powerful as a mother’s love for her child.  

E. You can only save someone’s life by risking your own. 

 

54. Read this excerpt from the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, which granted repayments for 
losses to people who were sent to war relocation centers after the Pearl Harbor attack. 
Which of the choices most represents the central idea conveyed in this excerpt?  

The Congress recognizes that, as described in the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Civilians, a grave injustice was done to both citizens 
and permanent residents of Japanese ancestry by the evacuation, relocation, and 
internment of civilians during World War II.  

As the Commission documents, these actions were carried out without adequate 
security reasons and without any acts of espionage or sabotage documented by the 
Commission, and were motivated largely by racial prejudice, wartime hysteria, and a 
failure of political leadership.  

The excluded individuals of Japanese ancestry suffered enormous damages, both 
material and intangible, and there were incalculable losses in education and job 

 26



27 
 

training, all of which resulted in significant human suffering for which appropriate 
compensation has not been made.  

 

A. The US Congress acknowledged that the Japanese relocation was a tragic 
mistake.  

B. People who were relocated never received the compensation they deserved for 
their losses.  

C. The Japanese relocation was a result of racial differences, the panic caused by the 
war, and poor leadership.  

D. The US Congress apologized for having evacuated and relocated thousands of 
ethnic Japanese people.  

E. Japanese Americans lost educational and job opportunities due to the internment. 

 

55. Read this excerpt from a speech delivered by President Barack Obama on gun violence 
in the United States. For which two purposes did the president most likely deliver this 
speech?  

Over these past five days, a discussion has reemerged as to what we might do not 
only to deter mass shootings in the future, but to reduce the epidemic of gun 
violence that plagues this country every single day. And it’s encouraging that people 
of all different backgrounds and beliefs and political persuasions have been willing 
to challenge some old assumptions and change longstanding positions.  

That conversation has to continue. But this time, the words need to lead to action.  

We know this is a complex issue that stirs deeply held passions and political divides. 
And as I said on Sunday night, there’s no law or set of laws that can prevent every 
senseless act of violence in our society. We’re going to need to work on making 
access to mental health care at least as easy as access to a gun. We’re going to 
need to look more closely at a culture that all too often glories guns and violence. 
And any actions we must take must begin inside the home and inside our hearts.  

But the fact that this problem is complex can no longer be an excuse for doing 
nothing. The fact that we can’t prevent every act of violence doesn’t mean we can’t 
steadily reduce the violence, and prevent the very worst violence.  

 

A. to state that mass shootings can be prevented and reduced with focused action  

B. to inform the public that gun violence is on the rise in the United States  

C. to make people understand the complex nature of gun violence as a social evil  

D, to explain the reasons why gun violence is increasing in the United States  

E. to state that Americans can reduce violence but cannot end violence in general 
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56. Which two sentences in this excerpt from President Woodrow Wilson's speech "War 
Message" argue that offense is the best defense for America in the face of German 
aggression?  

When I addressed the Congress on the 26th of February last, I thought that it would 
suffice to assert our neutral rights with arms, our right to use the seas against 
unlawful interference, our right to keep our people safe against unlawful violence. 
But armed neutrality, it now appears, is impracticable. (A) Because submarines are in 
effect outlaws when used as the German submarines have been used against 
merchant shipping, it is impossible to defend ships against their attacks as the law of 
nations has assumed that merchantmen would defend themselves against 
privateers or cruisers, visible craft giving chase upon the open sea.  

(B) It is common prudence in such circumstances, grim necessity indeed, to 
endeavor to destroy them before they have shown their own intention. They must be 
dealt with upon sight, if dealt with at all. The German government denies the right of 
neutrals to use arms at all within the areas of the sea which it has proscribed, even in 
the defense of rights which no modern publicist has ever before questioned their 
right to defend. The intimation is conveyed that the armed guards which we have 
placed on our merchant ships will be treated as beyond the pale of law and subject 
to be dealt with as pirates would be.  

(C) Armed neutrality is ineffectual enough at best; in such circumstances and in the 
face of such pretensions it is worse than ineffectual: it is likely only to produce what it 
was meant to prevent; it is practically certain to draw us into the war without either 
the rights or the effectiveness of belligerents. There is one choice we cannot make, 
we are incapable of making: we will not choose the path of submission and suffer 
the most sacred rights of our nation and our people to be ignored or violated. (D) The 
wrongs against which we now array ourselves are no common wrongs; they cut to 
the very roots of human life. 

 

A. Sentences A, B 

B. Sentences B, C 

C. Sentences A, D 

D. Sentences C, D 

 

57. The excerpt is taken from Patrick Henry's famous "Give me Liberty or Give Me Death" 
speech to the Second Virginia Convention in 1775. Which sentence, or portion of a sentence, 
most suggests that Patrick Henry believed British rule in the American colonies was 
tyrannical?  

No man thinks more highly than I do of the patriotism, as well as abilities, of the very 
worthy gentlemen who have just addressed the House. But different men often see 
the same subject in different lights; and, therefore, I hope it will not be thought 
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disrespectful to those gentlemen if, entertaining as I do, opinions of a character very 
opposite to theirs, I shall speak forth my sentiments freely, and without reserve.  

This is no time for ceremony. The question before the House is one of awful moment 
to this country. For my own part, I consider it as nothing less than a question of 
freedom or slavery; and in proportion to the magnitude of the subject ought to be 
the freedom of the debate. It is only in this way that we can hope to arrive at truth, 
and full the great responsibility which we hold to God and our country. Should I keep 
back my opinions at such a time, through fear of giving offence, I should consider 
myself as guilty of treason towards my country, and of an act of disloyalty toward 
the majesty of heaven, which I revere above all earthly kings.  

Mr. President, it is natural to man to indulge in the illusions of hope. We are apt to 
shut our eyes against a painful truth, and listen to the song of that siren till she 
transforms us into beasts. Is this the part of wise men, engaged in a great and 
arduous struggle for liberty? Are we disposed to be of the number of those who, 
having eyes, see not, and, having ears, hear not, the things which so nearly concern 
their temporal salvation?  

For my part, whatever anguish of spirit it may cost, I am willing to know the whole 
truth; to know the worst, and to provide for it. 

 

A. “For my own part, I consider it as nothing less than a question of freedom or 
slavery;” 

B. “…. it is natural to man to indulge in the illusions of hope” 

C. “For my part, whatever anguish of spirit it may cost,” 

D. “But different men often see the same subject in different lights;” 

 

58.  Which sentence from this excerpt from Abraham Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address 
most indicates that Lincoln believed slavery was an unjust practice?  

On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago, all thoughts were anxiously 
directed to an impending civil-war. All dreaded it — all sought to avert it. While the 
inaugural address was being delivered from this place, devoted altogether to saving 
the Union without war, insurgent agents were in the city seeking to destroy it without 
war — seeking to dissolve the Union, and divide effects, by negotiation. Both parties 
deprecated war; but one of them would make war rather than let the nation survive; 
and the other would accept war rather than let it perish. And the war came.  

One eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distributed generally 
over the Union, but localized in the Southern part of it. These slaves constituted a 
peculiar and powerful interest. All knew that this interest was, somehow, the cause 
of the war. To strengthen, perpetuate, and extend this interest was the object for 
which the insurgents would rend the Union, even by war; while the government 
claimed no right to do more than to restrict the territorial enlargement of it. Neither 
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party expected for the war, the magnitude, or the duration, which it has already 
attained. Neither anticipated that the cause of the conflict might cease with, or even 
before, the conflict itself should cease. Each looked for an easier triumph, and a 
result less fundamental and astounding. Both read the same Bible, and pray to the 
same God; and each invokes His aid against the other. It may seem strange that any 
men should dare to ask a just God's assistance in wringing their bread from the 
sweat of other men's faces; but let us judge not that we be not judged. The prayers 
of both could not be answered; that of neither has been answered. 

 

A. “Both parties deprecated war; but one of them would make war rather than let the 
nation survive; and the other would accept war rather than let it perish.” 

B. “One eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distributed generally 
over the Union, but localized in the Southern part of it.” 

C. “It may seem strange that any men should dare to ask a just God's assistance in 
wringing their bread from the sweat of other men's faces; but let us judge not that 
we be not judged.” 

D. “All dreaded it — all sought to avert it.” 

 

59. What best demonstrates the main idea of the following excerpt from Abraham Lincoln’s 
First Inaugural Address? 

I hold that, in contemplation of universal law and of the Constitution, the Union of 
these States is perpetual. Perpetuity is implied, if not expressed, in the fundamental 
law of all national governments. It is safe to assert that no government proper ever 
had a provision in its organic law for its own termination. Continue to execute all the 
express provisions of our National Constitution, and the Union will endure forever—it 
being impossible to destroy it except by some action not provided for in the 
instrument itself.  

 

A. Secession was a peaceful mode of rebellion.  

B. Secession from the Union was illegal.  

C. Secession deed the principles of the Confederacy.  

D. Secession was the leading cause of the Civil War.  

E. Secession negatively affected the nation’s economy. 
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60. Read the following excerpt from the speech "Cotton Is King" by James Henry Hammond. 
Which type of evidence does Hammond present to support his claim that "cotton is king"? 

Cotton is king . . . Who can doubt, that has looked at recent events, that cotton is 
supreme? When the abuse of credit had destroyed credit and annihilated 
confidence; when thousands of the strongest commercial houses in the world were 
coming down, and hundreds of millions of dollars of supposed property evaporating 
in thin air; when you came to a dead lock, and revolutions were threatened, what 
brought you up?  

Fortunately for you it was the commencement of the cotton season, and we have 
poured in upon you one million six hundred thousand bales of cotton just at the crisis 
to save you from destruction. That cotton, but for the bursting of your speculative 
bubbles in the North, which produced the whole of this convulsion, would have 
brought us $100,000,000. We have sold it for $65,000,000 and saved you. Thirty- 
five million dollars we, the slaveholders of the South, have put into the charity box 
for your magnificent financiers, your "cotton lords," your "merchant princes."  

 

A. expert opinions  

B. allusions   

C. facts  

D. analogies 

 

61.  Which answer choice is the best inference can you draw from the text below?  

Handwriting says a lot about a person. The art of analyzing handwriting is called 
graphology. Handwriting is seen as an expressive behavior. It’s as unique as an 
individual’s personality. The types of strokes, size of letters, and connection between 
letters says a lot about the individual. People who have legible and neat handwriting 
are seen as confident and efficient, while people with messy handwriting are seen as 
lazy and unorganized.  

 

A. Graphology is used to judge a person's personality.  

B. The size of letters does not matter in graphology. 

C. A lot of people do not care about how they write.  

D. You can improve your personality by improving your handwriting.  
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62. Read this excerpt from Robert Stawell Ball’s Great Astronomers:  

Though every child may now know more of the actual truths of the celestial motions 
than ever Ptolemy knew, yet the fact that his work exercised such an astonishing 
effect on the human intellect for some sixty generations, shows that it must have 
been an extraordinary production. We must look into the career of this wonderful 
man to discover wherein lay the secret of that marvelous success which made him 
the unchallenged instructor of the human race for such a protracted period.  

Based on the context of the excerpt, what does the word protracted most clearly mean?  

A. seeming to be truthful  

B. weighing an excessive amount  

C. extending in a specific direction  

D. continuing for a long time  

E. being exceptional or talented 

 

63. Read this excerpt from "The Most Dangerous Game" by Richard Connell.  

The general's eyes had left the ground and were traveling inch by inch up the tree.  

Rainsford froze there, every muscle tensed for a spring. But the sharp eyes of the 
hunter stopped before they reached the limb where Rainsford lay; a smile spread 
over his brown face. Very deliberately he blew a smoke ring into the air; then he 
turned his back on the tree and walked carelessly away, back along the trail he had 
come. The swish of the underbrush against his hunting boots grew fainter and 
fainter.  

Which choice can most logically be inferred from the general's behavior in the excerpt?  

A. He figured out that Rainsford was atop the tree.  

B. He recognized that Rainsford would not be easy to catch.  

C. He realized it was too late at night to continue hunting in the jungle.  

D. He understood that Rainsford was an expert hunter, perhaps better than himself.  

E. He knew Rainsford would come back to the chateau later that night. 
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64.  What is the narrator’s point of view in this excerpt from The Hound of the Baskervilles 
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle?  

"Well, Watson, what do you make of it?"  

Holmes was sitting with his back to me, and I had given him no sign of my 
occupation.  

"How did you know what I was doing? I believe you have eyes in the back of your 
head."  

"I have, at least, a well-polished, silver-plated coffee-pot in front of me," said he. "But, 
tell me, Watson, what do you make of our visitor's stick? Since we have been so 
unfortunate as to miss him and have no notion of his errand, this accidental souvenir 
becomes of importance. Let me hear you reconstruct the man by examination."  

"I think," said I, following as far as I could the methods of my companion, "that Dr. 
Mortimer is a successful, elderly medical man, well-esteemed since those who know 
him give him this mark of their appreciation."  

 

A. third-person omniscient  

B. second person  

C. first person  

D. third-person limited 

 

65.  Which two types of conflicts are most reflected in the following excerpt?  

Firefighter Kyle moved through the burning apartment building. Once again, he 
called out for Leonard O'Malley, the last person trapped in the building. Kyle knew 
that with each passing second the chances of O'Malley's survival were becoming 
smaller and smaller. A part of him knew it was stupid to still be in there. Should he 
get out while he still could? But what if O'Malley was alive and waiting for help? 

 With this thought in mind, Ryan broke through a door on the fifth floor. At first, he 
could only see smoke and flames. But then he spotted a human figure lying under a 
bed. Hoping for the best, he rushed to the man and pulled his unconscious body 
from building. Ten minutes later, medical staff had managed to revive O'Malley. The 
fire chief praised Kyle for a job well done.  

 

A. character versus self  

B. character versus nature  

C. character versus character  

D. character versus society 
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66. Which two words in this excerpt from Charles Dickens's A Christmas Carol reflect the 
theme of loneliness?  

(1) The travelers came on; and as they came, Scrooge knew and named them 
every one. Why was he rejoiced beyond all bounds to see them! Why did his cold 
eye glisten, and his heart leap up as they went past! Why was he filled with gladness 
when he heard them give each other Merry Christmas, as they parted at cross-roads 
and bye-ways, for their several homes! What was merry Christmas to Scrooge? Out 
upon merry Christmas! What good had it ever done to him?  

(2) "The school is not quite deserted," said the Ghost. "A solitary child, neglected 
by his friends, is left there still."  

(3) Scrooge said he knew it. And he sobbed.  

(4) They left the high-road, by a well-remembered lane, and soon approached a 
mansion of dull red brick, with a little weathercock-surmounted cupola, on the roof, 
and a bell hanging in it. It was a large house, but one of broken fortunes; for the 
spacious offices were little used, their walls were damp and mossy, their windows 
broken, and their gates decayed. Fowls clucked and strutted in the stables; and the 
coach-houses and sheds were over-run with grass. 

 

A. rejoiced (paragraph 1)  

B. glisten (paragraph 1) 

C. deserted (paragraph 2) 

D. solitary (paragraph 2) 

E. well-remembered (paragraph 4) 

F. decayed (paragraph 4) 

 

67.  Based on its context in the below excerpt from A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens, 
what is the meaning of the word enshrouded?  

Whether these creatures faded into mist, or mist enshrouded them, he could not tell. 
But they and their spirit voices faded together; and the night became as it had been 
when he walked home.  

 

A. protected  

B. punished  

C. magnified  

D. surrounded  

E. strengthened 
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68.  In this excerpt from "Mother" by Maxim Gorky, which idea is the Little Russian mostly 
promoting? 

In the small room a vast feeling was born of the universal kinship of the workers of 
the world, at the same time its masters and its slaves, who had already been freed 
from the bondage of prejudice and who felt themselves the new masters of life. This 
feeling blended all into a single soul; it moved the mother, and, although 
inaccessible to her, it straightened and emboldened her, as it were, with its force, 
with its joys, with its triumphant, youthful vigor, intoxicating, caressing, full of hope.  

"What odd people you are!" said the mother to the Little Russian one day. "All are 
your comrades—the Armenians and the Jews and the Austrians. You speak about all 
as of your friends; you grieve for all, and you rejoice for all!"  

"For all, mother dear, for all! The world is ours! The world is for the workers! For us 
there is no nation, no race. For us there are only comrades and foes. All the 
workingmen are our comrades; all the rich, all the authorities are our foes. When you 
see how numerous we workingmen are, how tremendous the power of the spirit in 
us, then your heart is seized with such joy, such happiness, such a great holiday 
sings in your bosom! And, mother, the Frenchman and the German feel the same 
way when they look upon life, and the Italian also. We are all children of one 
mother—the great, invincible idea of the brotherhood of the workers of all countries 
over all the earth. This idea grows, it warms us like the sun; it is a second sun in the 
heaven of justice, and this heaven resides in the workingman's heart. Whoever he be, 
whatever his name, a socialist is our brother in spirit now and always, and through all 
the ages forever and ever!"  

 

A. Socialism unites workers with the elite and the authorities.  

B. Socialism respects the barriers of race and nationality. 

C. Socialism is all about equality, fraternity, and justice.  

D. Socialism is the solution to all problems a nation could face.  

E. Socialism motivates workers to work more and work harder.  
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