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September 21, 2020 
 
 
To Big Sandy Students, Staff, Parents and Community Members- 
 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has changed the way schools are operating throughout the state of 
Texas and the United States.  Some schools are yet to begin their 2020-2021 school year.  
Students throughout Texas are attending school in-person or through remote methods.   
Students in a large number of Texas school districts have already had their academic, 
extracurricular and sports year delayed, interrupted, postponed and even cancelled due the 
current pandemic. 
 
Big Sandy ISD took a very safe and cautious approach as we started school.  Students could 
safely attend school in-person and participate in extracurricular and athletics events. The 
district developed a plan to help prevent the virus from entering the school.  Some of these 
prevention measures include screening students, staff and visitors through self-screening 
protocols and quarantining individuals with symptoms or confirmed COVID-19 cases.  
 
Mitigation practices to reduce the spread of the virus in district facilities are in place and 
include the following:  placing hand sanitizing stations at all building entrances, encouraging 
frequent hand-washing, daily disinfecting all district facilities and buses, requiring all staff 
and students to wear face-coverings, practicing social-distancing (where feasible) and 
limiting visitors inside district facilities to essential visits only. 
 
The district has a plan in place to respond to a lab/test confirmed case in school, these 
guidelines are set by the Texas Education Agency (TEA) and County health officials.  
 
These Prevention, Mitigation and Response protocols are listed in the Return-to-School 
Guidelines and Procedures on our district website, under the COVID-19 link @ 
https://www.bigsandyisd.net/. 
 
We are continually monitoring the COVID-19 data we have for our school, community, 
county and state.  Since Big Sandy ISD began school on August 5th, we have seen a slow 
decrease in the overall positivity rate of COVID-19 in Polk County.   
 
The Center for Disease Control (CDC) and our County health officials state that a positivity 
rate of 5% or more, is considered high. Our current positivity rate since March, is 6.6%, this 

https://www.bigsandyisd.net/


BIG SANDY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

9180 FM 1276 

P.O. BOX 188 

Dallardsville, TX 77332 

(936) 563-1000   

www.bigsandyisd.net 

 

percentage is based on the overall number of cumulative positive tests divided by the 
number of tests completed (since March).  We started the school year at a positivity rate of 
7.0%.  The highest positivity rate for Polk County was 10%, around July 15th.   
 
Our daily positivity rate from September 1 through September 12 is over 10%, this data is 
based on the number of positive cases divided by the number of tests performed on that 
day.  This 10% rate is alarming, but there are fewer people being tested, thus increasing the 
positivity rate.  
 
We also anticipated receiving data following the Labor Day Holiday.  The state of Texas and 
Polk County saw a tremendous spike in COVID-19 cases following the Memorial Day and July 
4th Holidays.  The current state data shows an increase in the number of positive cases 
statewide following Labor Day.  As of September 18, County health officials stated that the 
number of tests per county are no longer being counted or reported.  As a result, data 
numbers for daily positive rates will be hard to determine.  Based on data we do have, the 
overall trend is moving in a positive direction.  We are hopeful this trend continues. 
 
The efforts of staff and students are making have had a tremendous impact on keeping 
everyone safe while at school.  The safety protocols that are in place have been adhered to.  
I want to thank those staff, students and families that have worked so hard to follow our 
safety protocols and help ensure that Big Sandy ISD can continue with in-person instruction 
and extracurricular activities for our students. 
 
Based on the current trending data, we anticipate having spectators attend games 
beginning October 8th.  Please be reminded, this date is a tentative date that can change as 
we monitor current health conditions.  We will provide detailed spectator attendance 
guidelines for safe competition as we move closer to October 8th.  
 
I would like to thank everyone who has supported the decisions the district has made to 
keep our students and staff safe during this unique and unprecedented time. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Eric Carpenter 
Superintendent 


