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Ready for Learning Plan 
 

Ready for Learning Plan Actions and Assurances 

1. The district will ensure the continuity of teaching and learning by providing a 
guaranteed and viable curriculum that includes blended learning  (K-12) and diagnostic 
assessments (K-8). 

2. The district will address unfinished learning from the prior year by using the Arkansas 
Playbook:  Addressing Unfinished Learning. 

3. The district will utilize a Learning Management System (LMS). 
4. The district will schedule teacher training for how to use the LMS. 
5. The district will schedule teacher training for blended learning. 
6. The district will provide support for parents and students. 
7. The district will provide a written communication plan for interacting with parents, 

students and the community. 

 

Ready for Learning Action #1 

Hackett School District will ensure the continuity of teaching and learning by providing a 
guaranteed and viable curriculum that includes blended learning (K-12) and diagnostic 
assessments (K-11). The district will offer families three choices for schooling in the fall.  
Families may choose Traditional Blended Learning, Hybrid Blended Learning or Virtual 
Learning. 

Traditional Blended Learning is on-site instruction with the capability of utilizing virtual 
instruction as needed.   

With Traditional Blended Learning, students will attend school five days a week and will follow 
a very similar schedule to the traditional school day with students receiving face-to-face 
instruction from a teacher in a classroom.  If circumstances arise and students are not at school, 
they will receive instruction virtually in a digital format through Google Classroom.  All students 
will be automatically enrolled in this learning format.  Parents do not need to do anything if 
they choose this option. 

Hybrid Blended Learning is a combination of on-site instruction and virtual instruction.   

Students will attend school fewer than five days a week and will complete assignments virtually 
on days they are not on campus. Access to the internet is essential for participating in this 
format.  Parents will need to visit with their child’s principal before choosing this option. 

 



 

Hackett Elementary and Hackett High School will use the Google Classroom platform to deliver 
instructional units based on the Arkansas State Standards for each subject area.  Google 
Classroom will be used daily in the classroom to ensure students know how to navigate the 
program in case school is closed and students are receiving instruction from their teacher 
digitally.  

Virtual Learning is when students receive all instruction digitally. Virtual students will receive 
their instruction digitally from Licensed Arkansas teachers. Virtual students will be expected to 
follow the same policies and procedures outlined in the Hackett School Student Handbook.  
Students will also be provided with a list of requirements that will include how attendance will 
be taken. Daily access to the internet will be needed for this learning format.  Students will 
come to the school campus for the state assessment in April as per the Arkansas Department of 
Education requirements.  Parents will need to visit with their child’s principal before choosing 
this option. 

Virtual students in grades K-5 will receive all instruction digitally through the Edmentum’s 
Calvert Learning Platform. Students in grades 6-12 will receive instruction digitally through 
Edmentum’s EdOptions Academy. Students in K-12 may also receive all instruction digitally 
from Hackett district teachers. Lessons would be delivered using a variety of methods through 
Google Classroom. Instructional units will be based on the Arkansas State Standards for each 
subject area.  

Information to consider when choosing Virtual Learning: 
● Virtual students will need a reliable and accessible internet on a daily basis to 

complete activities and assignments. 
● As with any school model, parent involvement is crucial to a child’s academic 

success. Students in grades K-2 who are learning to read will need adult 
supervision and guidance in order to complete daily assignments.   

● Students in grades 3-5 will need adult support in order to complete daily 
assignments.   

  

Ready For Learning Action #2 

Hackett School District will address unfinished learning from the prior year by using the 
Arkansas Playbook:  Addressing Unfinished Learning and district developed resources. 

Student Re-Entrance Needs for Traditional Blended Learning and Hybrid Blended Learning  

Students have not been on school grounds in a structured classroom environment since March 
13, 2020.  With this in mind, we want to ensure a smooth re-entry into the learning 
environment by creating a supportive and safe culture to ease the transition back to on-site 
learning.   



To provide support for our students, the first few days of school will be used as student 
procedural review and social-emotional support for on-site learning.  Specific items to be 
addressed will vary by grade span but will include at a minimum: 

1. Building procedures and rules 
2. Blended learning 
3. PPE etiquette, social distancing, new safety requirements 
4. Social Emotional supports found in the Playbook 

To provide further support for our students, the first few weeks of school will be used for 
academic screening and teaching essential standards that were not taught or mastered during 
the spring 2020 school closure.  Units of instruction and resources in the Arkansas Department 
of Education Playbook will be used as a guide.   

Diagnostic assessment with NWEA®MAP™ will begin in September 2020 and will be 
administered up to three more times during the school year.  Data will be disaggregated and 
plans for instruction will be developed and implemented. 

Ready for Learning Action #3 

Hackett School District will utilize Google Classroom, a Learning Management system, in all 
classrooms.   

Ready for Learning Action #4 

District teachers have been trained and have been using Google Classroom, a Learning 
Management System (LMS), so the district will offer training to support them in the use of that 
platform.  Training is scheduled August 10-13, 2020 to include recording and uploading lessons, 
review of privacy laws and effective virtual student engagement. 

Ready for Learning Action #5 

District teachers have been using blended learning to deliver lessons.  Additional training for 
teachers will include more in-depth information on recording and uploading videos, a review of 
privacy laws and effective student engagement through digital learning. 

Ready for Learning Action #6 

Hackett School District will provide support for students and parents for the 2020-2021 school 
year to include: 

●  A chromebook with touch screen, charger and chromebook case will be issued to all 
students in grades K-1 which may be taken home each evening for school use. 

● A chromebook, charger and case will be issued to all students in grades 2-12 which may 
be taken home each evening for school use. 

● All students will receive instruction on how to use chromebooks, Google Classroom and 
educational websites beginning August 2020.   

● Videos, written guides and informational links will be posted on the website to help 
parents navigate Google Classroom and educational websites.  

http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/special-projects/statewide-playbook
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/special-projects/statewide-playbook


● Families who do not have adequate internet access to support virtual learning during 
times of closure will have access 24/7 in the school parking lot. 

● Videos and written instructions on how to use Google Classroom will be provided for 
parents and families.  Instructions will be provided in other language formats as needed. 

● Arkansas Department of Education Playbook resources are available for families.   
● Hackett teachers will be available to families to provide academic support for Traditional 

Blended Learning and Hybrid Blended Learning.  Families will be able to communicate 
with teachers through the following means:  

1. Email 
2. Phone call 
3. Zoom/Google Meet Conference 
4. Message through Google Classroom, Classroom DoJo or other messaging 

platforms the teacher and parent agree to use 
5. In person conference by appointment with health and safety guidelines in place. 

Special Populations will be continually supported through implementation of their individual 
education plans (IEPs).  Teachers will be in contact with families to ensure continuity of 
services.  Zoom, Google Meets or in-person conferences will be held as needed.    

Social and Emotional support for students and families are available in the DESE Playbook and 
will be promoted and available.  The elementary and high school counselors are poised and 
ready to support the needs of students through the implementation of their Comprehensive 
Student Report Plan.  School counselors will provide support through on-site guidance lessons 
(elementary), meetings with students (on-site and virtual), email and phone calls. 

 Ready for Learning Action #7 

Hackett School District will provide a written communication plan for interacting with 
students, parents and the community.  Communication will occur regularly and promptly at 
the district and building levels. Initial communication will occur in phases so as not to 
overwhelm families and the community with too much information at once. Video messages 
may accompany announcements in an attempt to support clear explanation and understanding. 

Communications will explain the three learning options, Traditional Blended Learning (on-site 
and virtual when needed), Hybrid Blended Learning, (combination of on-site and virtual) and 
Virtual Learning (digital only).  Communications will also include general information on re-
opening such as general day-to-day procedures, attendance, grading, breakfast/lunch 
procedures, technology, athletics, dismissal and arrival and campus visitors. 

Communications will be ongoing to ensure updated health and safety guidelines, procedural 
changes, athletics and any other communication concerning updates.  Communication will be 
provided regularly and as promptly as possible 

Hackett School District Communication Plan 

District communication methods include, but are not limited to, school messenger, social 
media, Hackett District website, email, phone call, text, Zoom or Google Meet meetings, Google 
Form surveys, signage, school marque and face-to-face meetings following safety and health 

http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/special-projects/statewide-playbook
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/special-projects/statewide-playbook
https://s3.amazonaws.com/scschoolfiles/1548/hackett_district_ssp_2019.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/scschoolfiles/1548/hackett_district_ssp_2019.pdf
https://www.hackettschools.org/


guidelines.  Information will be disseminated via the methods above as well as through 
community leaders as needed.   

 

Roadmap to Reopening: Frequently Asked 
Questions - UPDATED JULY 13, 2020 

 
July 13, 2020 

Hackett District Students, Parents/Guardians, Teachers, Staff and Community, 

We take the quality of education we provide very seriously.  Our goal is to provide a quality 

educational opportunity for all of our students that enables students to be successful in whatever 

endeavors they do when they leave our school.  Equally, we take the safety and well-being of our 
students, our staff, and their families equally seriously.  We are doing the best we can to balance 

these two areas so we are successful with what we control. 

Hackett Public Schools will follow the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) guidelines and the 

“Arkansas Ready for Learning” plan issued by the Arkansas Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education (DESE) for reopening in the fall.  In accordance with DESE guidelines, on-site, 

in-classroom instruction for students will resume on August 24, 2020. Hackett Public Schools will 

provide a completely K-12 digital learning option for interested students. Specific information and 

details on how to apply can be requested from the appropriate principal for the school the student 

will be attending. Information will be posted on our district website,https://www.hackettschools.org. 

School is going to look different this year.  I heard it described as we are building the car while we 

are rolling down the road.  We still don’t know what it will fully look like and it will no doubt evolve as 

we adjust to make things better.  Even though classes may look different this fall, please know 

Hackett Public Schools is working hard to make our schools safe, efficient, and the best choice for 

your student’s education.   

We know that you have questions and you want information provided in a timely manner.  While we 

continue to work through the details, we hope the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) section below 

will address some of your concerns. If you have any questions that are not answered here, 
please feel free to email the building principal of your student or any administrator.. If you 
would like someone to call you back, please include your name, your student’s name, and 
your phone number in the email and a district employee will contact you to help answer your 
questions.  

https://www.hackettschools.org/


Again, thank you for your continued patience and support as we work together to navigate this new 
educational roadmap. 

 

Hackett Public Schools FAQs Regarding COVID-19 Guidelines For 2020-2021  

**UPDATED - JULY 13, 2020** 

ALL answers provided in this Question and Answer section are 
subject to change without notice for safety reasons and/or if the 
Governor, CDC, or Arkansas Department of Health changes their 
requirements or recommendations. 

1. What is the first day of school for students? 

School will begin on Monday, August 24, 2020. 

2. Can you guarantee students and staff will not become ill? 

No. There are no precautions we can take to fully prevent there from being a risk and the actions 
taken by individuals to protect themselves and others will greatly impact the risk. 

3. What are the requirements for face coverings? 

We receive guidance regarding COVID-19 topics weekly if not on a daily basis. Currently, the Center 
for Disease Control (CDC) and the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) are strongly 
recommending all individuals 10 years old and over to wear a face covering. However, the ADH 
has not issued a directive to require face coverings. Based on this guidance, Hackett Public Schools 
will be strongly recommending students in 5th grade and above to wear a face covering.  All staff 
members will be strongly encouraged to wear masks when social distancing is not possible. 

4. Will face coverings be provided for students? 

The district will provide at least one washable cloth face coverings for every student and staff 
member regardless of requirements.  Additional coverings may be available for purchase during the 
year at our cost. 

5. Will bus transportation be provided? 

Yes, the district will provide bus transportation for students. If there are any changes to bus 
schedules, stops, or routes, information will be communicated to parents. 

6. Will students have to wear face coverings on the bus? 



Due to the bus being a confined area where physical distancing is not feasible, it is strongly 
recommended that students under age 10 wear a face covering where practical. All students age 
10 and over are strongly recommended to wear a face covering at all times while on the bus. We 
will follow ADH and DESE directives and guidelines. 

7. What will the school day look like for my child? 

Our goal is to maintain as normal of a day as possible while mitigating risk.  Some changes to 
normal routines will be made for the sake of minimizing close interactions and decreasing risk.  

8. How will students socially distance in the classroom? 

Classrooms will be arranged to maximize spacing between students and teachers to the extent 
possible. We will make every effort to conform to social distancing guidelines. 

9. Where will my student eat lunch? 

Based on current ADH guidelines regarding limited capacities in cafeterias, we are working on 
adjusting lunch schedules and possibly using alternative areas if necessary. Other measures will 
include proper sanitation of all areas after every meal service. 

10. Will my student still be able to have recess or play on the playground? 

Yes, students will have outdoor play time, but the playground will be divided into zones that 
decrease exposure from different students. 

11. Will students still have extra classes like P.E., art, music, and library? 

Yes, current plans still include these programs. 

12. Will students be able to attend field trips? 

We anticipate field trips in the fall will be significantly limited. We will follow ADH and DESE 
guidance. 

13. Will water fountains be available? 

Students are encouraged to bring filled water bottles with their names on them. Hydration stations 
will be available for students to fill their water bottles during the day. 

14. Will there still be Pre-K for the upcoming school year? 

Yes, as far as we know. The first day of school for Pre-K students will be Monday, August 24th. 
Hackett ABC and CCDF Pre-K is a Monday-Friday full day program. The hours are 7:50 a.m.- 3:10 
p.m. with drop off beginning at 7:50 a.m. each morning. Regular attendance is expected in order to 
promote consistent interactions with other students as well as keep continuity of instruction. 

15. Will extracurricular activities and sports be offered in the fall? 

They are currently scheduled, but a final determination will be made at a later date. Many student 
athletes have currently returned to campus to begin practice based on ADH and Arkansas Activities 



Association (AAA) guidance. We anticipate there will be sports activities in the fall with possible 
modifications required by ADH and AAA.   

 

16. Will there be any restrictions on band and/or choir? 

We are still waiting on guidance from ADH. 

17. What precautions will be taken for cleaning and sanitizing? 

Disinfecting, sanitation, and cleanliness continue to be a high priority in our school campuses. Extra 
attention will be given on high touch surface areas. Restrooms will also be continuously cleaned 
throughout the day. Students will be expected to wash or sanitize their hands throughout the day. 

18. Will students and adults be screened daily? 

At this time guidance from ADH and DESE does not include taking temperatures.  Parents will be 
expected to screen their children daily and staff members will be expected to screen themselves 
daily prior to coming to school.  This would include before getting on a school bus. 

19. What happens if a student comes to school sick? 

The student will be screened by the school nurse. If the student has a temperature over the ADH 
guidance, they will be sent home and will need to be fever free for 48 hours without medication 
before returning to school. The student will be required to check in again with the school nurse upon 
returning to school.  If the student is suspected to be infected with Covid-19, a negative test or 14 
day quarantine may be required prior to re-entry. 

20. What happens if an individual tests positive for COVID-19? 

The district will be in close contact with ADH directly and follow ADH’s guidance.  

21. Can I visit the school, classroom, or eat lunch with my student? 

Under current ADH guidance, visitors will NOT be allowed in the school except for the reception 
area. Parents will not be allowed to eat with their child. Visits to the school will be limited to essential 
activity. 

22. Can I walk my child into the school? 

No, parents and guardians may not walk them into the school, but they may walk their student to the 
school entrance. 

23. What about students who have special needs or students with compromised immune 
systems and pre-existing conditions? 

The district will be prepared to accommodate students with special needs through both onsite and 
remote instruction. Individualized plans will be developed for these special circumstances. 

24. How will you help fill any gaps in learning for my student from the previous year? 



All students will be assessed using a program that will identify any grade level weaknesses in Math, 
Literacy, and Science.  Individualized and group instruction will be developed by the classroom 
teachers to remediate students for and essential standards and skills that the student is below grade 
level. 

25. What happens if schools are mandated to close again? 

We are incorporating Traditional Blended Learning and it will allow us to transition between on-site 
and remote instruction. With Traditional Blended learning, students will learn content through in-
classroom instruction with their teachers as well as through Google Classroom. Students will learn 
how to use these digital learning systems by participating in lessons throughout the week while at 
school. In the event of a school closure or any other scenario that places the student or teacher in a 
remote situation, instruction and learning should easily transition to online learning at home. Blended 
learning is our new normal. 

26. If I do not want my student to return to school in this traditional format, what are my 
options? 

Parents have the choice to send their students to school using the Traditional Blended format (on-
site 5 days per week) or the Hybrid Blended format (combination of on-site and at-home learning).  
However, if a parent wants their student to be fully separated from the school in what was formally 
referred to as Homeschooling, parents will have the opportunity to enroll their student in a fully 
Virtual program.  Any parent desiring to use Hybrid Blended or Virtual learning as their exclusive 
educational format should contact their appropriate building principal for details.  Access to the 
internet is essential for participating in the Hybrid Blended and Virtual learning options. 

27. When will parents be able to apply for the Hybrid Blended Learning and Virtual Learning 
format? 

Parents will be able to enroll their students into these formats after August 1st.  Parents MUST talk 
to the building principal for their student to enroll in this format. 

28. Do parents need to make a decision on the Hybrid Blended and Virtual learning format? 

There is NOT a deadline.  Hybrid Blended Learning and Virtual Learning will be different for students 
based on their grade and the goals of the student and parent.  Meeting with the building principal will 
allow for the best decisions to be made.  

29. Can I change my decision about Hybrid Blended and virtual learning? 

The ability to change your decision will be determined in a meeting with the building principal.  
Decisions will be made on what is best for the student first, the school second, and any other factors 
third. We do NOT recommend switching back and forth multiple times. 

30. I understand that I will not be able to walk my child into school and only to the front 
entrance. Will there be someone who can help them get to their classroom, especially on the 
first day? 

We understand this is an important part of the first day of school and we are trying to plan for it to be 
as positive of an experience for the students as possible. We will share a finalized plan at a later 
date. 

 



 

31. Will there be an open house, will we be able to meet the teacher, or see the classroom? 

No.  In accordance with current guidelines, it is not considered safe.  We will do a video for the 
Elementary, the High School, and targeted videos for Kindergarten and 7th Grade Orientation.   

32. When and how will students be receiving their schedules and learning where classrooms 
are located? 

The Elementary will have a virtual open house approximately a week before school starts.  
Secondary students will have their schedule available on HAC a week before school starts. Lists will 
be posted around campus where everyone’s first hour class is on August 24th.  Students will receive 
a printed schedule from their first hour teacher.  Anyone that does not know where to go will be 
given assistance that morning. 

33. Will kids be allowed to play together or have to stay 6 feet apart? 

We will do our best to encourage the six foot rule for kids, but we all realize that we must be 
reasonable in how we work through those types of issues.  

34. How will School Bus transportation be done? 

Social distancing is impossible on a school bus.  We will disinfect busses after a trip, but the single 
greatest threat on a bus is to students not wearing a mask.  We strongly encourage all students to 
wear a mask on the bus at all times for their safety and the safety of others. 

35. What if a student wants to play football or another sport, but wants to do online virtual 
learning, is that possible? 

Students are encouraged to and are able to participate in extracurricular activities and sports if they 
are in Traditional Blended Learning, Hybrid Blended Learning, or Virtual (online only) Learning. 

 

36. If my student is enrolled in Virtual Learning, will they be allowed to come to school to 
attend band? 

Yes, this would be the same as sports.   

37. Can students in the virtual program still go to prom, homecoming, and graduation? 

Yes, they are Hackett School District students enrolled in our program so they can attend prom, 
homecoming, and graduation. 

38. Will it be possible for my child to attend school part of the day and do the rest of their 
curriculum online? 

Any individualized learning plan can be considered by meeting with the appropriate principal. 

 



 

39. Will attendance still be taken regardless of on-site or virtual instruction? 

Yes, attendance will be required and taken regardless of the learning environment.  The Department 
of Education has a new definition of attendance which is far different from the traditional definition of 
a student in a seat, in a classroom.  The new definition considers participation through online 
instruction as being in attendance.. 

40. If we are in the virtual program, will my student be able to have her picture taken and be in 
a yearbook? 

Yes, virtual students are still students and they may have their pictures taken and be represented in 
a yearbook. 

41. Did Hackett consider an alternate schedule such as A/B? 

Yes, we have considered a variety of options.  The current guidance is for schools to start with on-
site instruction.  Unless directed differently or the planned opening is changed, Hackett will open on 
August 24th with our Traditional Blended schedule, Hybrid Blended Learning and Virtual Learning 
options for all students.  We have NOT ruled out a change if circumstances necessitate one to occur 
and we will put information about any change as soon as possible. 

42. If I'm enrolled in virtual learning, do we still qualify for concurrent classes? 

Yes, but any student performing concurrent classes MUST follow UAFS guidelines. 

43. Will the G/T program be part of the Virtual option? 

Gifted/Talented services will be provided to K-6 identified students. However, G/T services will be 
significantly different if a student is in the virtual program.    

44. What do I need to do if I plan on sending my student back to school for in-person 
instruction? 

Any student currently enrolled as a student in a Hackett School does not have to do anything if they 
are planning to attend using Traditional Blended instruction.  Only students planning to do the Hybrid 
Blended Learning or Virtual Learning instruction MUST meet with the building principal and have a 
plan in place for their learning.   

45. If I have multiple students in the district, can I choose different learning options for each 
one? 

Yes. We know that each student has their own needs and our goal is to serve those needs. 

46. What about school supplies? 

Supply lists are provided to K-6 students by their homeroom teacher.  This would only be for 
students participating in on-site instruction at school.  Grades 7-12 are class specific and those  

 



 

47. Is there a supply fee for the Hackett blended and virtual programs? 

No.  However, all K-12 students, no matter which learning format they choose, will be issued a 
Chromebook, Power Cord and Carrying Case. Students may be charged for damaged or lost 
equipment. 

48. I still have questions. Can I email a question or speak to a staff member over the phone to 
help me discuss the best option for my student?  

Yes, you can email your questions to any administrator or you can call the office.  Email may be the 
best option to start with because you can leave your name, contact information, and question and 
request a call.  We are on summer hours and there are a lot of times during the day that there is 
nobody in the office to answer the phone.  You can find email addresses on the school website - 
https://www.hackettschools.org/ - select Administration from the tab at the top of the page and then 
click on the name of the administrator you wish to email.  Their email will be underneath their picture. 

49. Will parents be notified if a student in their child’s classroom or if staff members at school 
become infected with the virus? 

When someone is infected, the Department of Health is notified and they do contact tracing.  We do 
not have guidance from the Department of Education regarding how to handle these situations, but 
we expect to have guidance before school starts.  Another consideration is an individual’s right to 
privacy regarding health matters.  We are generally not allowed to discuss individual health concerns 
about an individual.  We can let you know that your student was or may have been exposed, but we 
may not be able to identify the individual. 

50. How will parents be notified if school is going to be closed? 

We always let everyone know that we will be closed in an appropriate and timely manner.  We 
always send a school message by text, we will post it on our website, and we put an announcement 
on Social Media.  In the event of an emergency closure, we will do a text and a phone call.  An 
emergency closure would be an unexpected closure while kids are at school or if it is very 
unexpected and we are wanting to ensure parents get the notification.  We try not to use the phone 
message except for emergencies because parents prefer the text message. 

51. How are areas of the school being cleaned or disinfected? 

We already own and have purchased two additional misting machines that can disinfect large areas 
such as a classroom, cafeteria, a school bus, etc. in a matter of minutes.  Once cleaned, it does 
require about 20 to 30 minutes before people can use the area that has been disinfected.  These will 
be used when time allows.  During other times, our custodians will be wiping door handles and 
frequently touched surfaces throughout the day.  Staff members will wipe critical areas in their work 
areas throughout the day.  Hand sanitizer will be placed throughout the school.  It will be highly 
beneficial for students to carry their own hand sanitizer when possible.  Please know that we will be 
taking measures to disinfect all areas associated with the school in a timely, efficient manner.  It is 
impossible for us to keep everything disinfected at all times every day and remove all risk. 

 
 

 

https://www.hackettschools.org/


 

July 1, 2020-Update 

Dear Hackett School District, 

 

Current information coming to schools are we will start school in August as planned.  Any decisions 
regarding closure of facilities, methods of delivering instruction through “blended learning” or “remote 
learning” will be local decisions.  Policies regarding the use of masks that are stronger than what is 
specified by the Arkansas Department of Health will also be local decisions.  Many districts have 
surveyed their parents about decisions for this coming school year.  We are intentionally waiting until 
later in the month to survey our parents, but we will do so later in July.  Our decision to wait is because 
guidance is fluid and people’s intentions change frequently.  Any survey results we get today could likely 
be much different as we get closer to school starting in August and we want our data to be more 
accurate. 

 

As I stated in the previous letter, we take the quality of education and the safety of our students and 
staff very seriously.  I provided more details about this fall in the previous letter, but I wanted to review 
some important items regarding current or upcoming events and a few things we are doing to help keep 
our students safe when we return to school. 

 

REVIEW OF IMPORTANT ITEMS 

Announcements 

• If you haven’t done the 2020 census yet, please do so at https://2020census.gov 
• Our summer food program stopped June 26th, but our school is helping with a food bank service 

on Wednesdays.  We are providing this as a public service but, it is NOT affiliated with the 
school. 

• Per survey results, we have planned our 2020 graduation on August 8th.  Details coming soon. 
• If and how sports will occur this fall, if they occur, is still filled with questions.  We do not know 

anything we can tell you at this time other than we are preparing to have fall sports.  Any 
decisions regarding cancellation or restrictions will be made above the school’s level. 

Safety 

• We will be placing hand sanitizer in practical areas of campus.   
• We have placed at least one water bottle filling stations in most buildings around our campus. 
• When possible, we will be disinfecting areas after groups of students leave an area.   
• We will follow guidelines by the Department of Health for schools regarding the use of masks.   
• It is unlikely that 7th through 12th grade students will use lockers this year based on guidance. 

We know you have many questions.  Rest assured we are planning and preparing to offer each student a 
quality education and lower the risk of exposure to Covid-19 for students and staff.  Feel free to contact 

https://2020census.gov/


your principals or my office with questions.  Whatever school looks like this August, I know Hackett 
School District will be providing a great education opportunity to our students.   

 

Sincerely, 

Edward E. Ray, Superintendent 

 

 

June 19, 2020-Update 

Dear Hackett School District, 

 

I want to take a few minutes to talk to you about things we are doing now, plans we have in place, and 
projections we have moving forward regarding our students, our schools, and what school will be like 
this Fall. 

 

We take the quality of education we provide very seriously.  Our goal is to provide a quality educational 
opportunity for all of our students that enables students to be successful in whatever endeavors they do 
when they leave our school.  Equally, we take the safety and well-being of our students, our staff, and 
their families equally seriously.  We are doing the best we can to balance these two areas so we are 
successful with what we control. 

 

I want to talk about a few quick items first and then I will address the areas of Education and Safety, 
because I know there are many questions as we move closer to our start date for the 2020-21 school 
year. 

 

• If you haven’t done the census yet, please do so.  It is critical for our school that everyone is 
counted.  You can do it online in a matter of a few steps and minutes at https://2020census.gov 

• Our summer food program will stop after June 26th.   I am proud to say our cafeteria team will 
have prepared and served over 30,000 meals. 

• We surveyed our graduates in the spring and the overwhelming response was to have a traditional 
graduation which we scheduled on August 8th.  Most envisioned a traditional graduation when we 
made that plan.  However, the guidelines we are required to follow will make this a ceremony far 
from traditional.  No matter how it develops, we will try to have it capture the spirit of honoring 
our graduates and celebrating their successful completion of high school at Hackett.  Mr. Freeman 
will be putting out more detailed information about graduation soon. 

https://2020census.gov/


• As of today, sport teams are preparing to have their seasons, but it is very up in the air as to what 
it will look like and how it will occur.  I could spend the rest of June speculating all the “what-
ifs,” but the fact is we know very little at this point.  In the meantime, our teams are preparing in 
hopes of having some kind of season.  The intent of the Governor and the Arkansas Activities 
Association is to have a season if it is deemed safe enough.  Again, those decisions will be made 
far above the school’s level and are out of our hands. 

I want to address the safety issues first and then I will talk about the delivery of education.  Everyone 
needs to understand we are being given very few specific mandates and strong encouragement in the 
various areas of safety.  Until we receive more specific guidance, we do not want to make too many 
definite plans although we are making plans for a variety of options and requirements.  The bottom line 
is the Governor has stated we need to be in school and we have been instructed to plan for ways to help 
decrease the spread of Covid-19 when we come back in August.  There are no precautions we can take 
to fully prevent there from being risk, but the following are some of the things we are doing to help 
lower the risk: 

 

• We will be placing hand sanitizer in practical areas of campus.   
• We have placed water bottle filling stations around the campus in all buildings where we have 

one or more water fountains. 
• We will be disinfecting areas after groups of students leave such as busses, cafeteria, classroom, 

door handles after class changes, etc.  Our school has purchased three machines capable of 
disinfecting large areas in a matter of minutes. 

• We will follow guidelines by the Department of Health for schools regarding the use of masks.  If 
the guidelines say masks are required, we will wear them.  If they say masks are encouraged, our 
plan now is masks will be encouraged but not required. 

• 7th through 12th grade students will likely not be allowed to use lockers this year based on existing 
guidance. 

• We are currently planning to have regular school with all students attending except for families 
that choose a remote learning option.  If the State tells us we have to maintain certain social 
distancing guidelines, we will adjust this plan toward an A-B model in which approximately half 
of the students will come two days and the other half will come two days per week. 

The A-B model is based on safety, but it is a great transition to Education because it also greatly impacts 
learning.  Hopefully what I state in the next portion of this letter will make sense.  There are a lot of 
names, acronyms, and phrases being used now in relation to school.  If you haven’t heard them yet, you 
will likely hear them being used during discussions about schools and learning.  You will hear the terms 
Blended Learning, Remote Learning, Virtual Learning, Traditional Learning, and Arkansas Ready for 
Learning to name a few.     

 

Traditional Learning is how school has been done in the past where students are at school with the 
teachers and the almost all of the education process occurs at the school. 

 



Blended Learning is now being called the “NEW” traditional school and it is what most schools will be 
doing beginning this fall.  Blended Learning is a process in which the education process occurs with the 
student and teacher interacting together at school when possible, but it includes the ability to continue 
if either the teacher, the student, or both are not at school for any reason.  Blended Learning has the 
built in capacity to transition back and forth between being at school and being at home as needed.  Let 
me be clear the best teaching and learning still occurs when both teacher and students are together at 
school. 

 

Virtual Learning and Remote Learning are being used to mean the same thing in most cases.  This would 
be learning similar to what we have normally called Homeschooling.  It is an education process in which 
the student will generally not come to school and their entire education occurs at home and it is 
generally internet based learning.  This learning can occur through the management of a classroom 
teacher, but it can also be managed through a third party education provider. 

 

Arkansas Ready for Learning is a process the Department of Education has developed designed to help 
schools ensure the continuity of teaching and learning occurs regardless of circumstances. 

 

With all of that said, Hackett School District fully intends to have Traditional school as much as possible, 
but in the new Blended Format.  If we need to transition between school and home for whatever 
reasons, we plan for our teachers to continue providing education that is rigorous, relevant, and the 
student’s work will be assessed.  It will be different than what occurred this past April and May.  Every 
student will have a Chromebook that they will keep as their own for use at school and home and each 
teacher will have the necessary tools to teach from home or school using google classroom as their 
platform for delivery.  This capability is what will allow us to transition between home and school as 
needed. 

 

We are aware some families will not feel it is safe to return to school where social distancing and the 
wearing of masks will be difficult to manage.  For those students, we will offer the ability to do work 
virtually.  This will be different depending on the grade a student is in so any parent that wants to 
choose this option will need to visit with the appropriate principal sometime in July.  There is no rush 
and our principals and staff are currently still planning and preparing for this endeavor.  Giving them a 
little more time will allow them to be able to explain this and answer your questions much better.  I 
would like to encourage any parent that is considering home school to please visit with us first.  I believe 
we can offer a much better option since you will be able to keep your student home full-time like 
homeschooling and still have access to the resources of our schools.   

 



We know you still have many questions.  Rest assured we are planning and preparing to offer each 
student a quality education.  We hope it occurs at school in the tradition of schooling we know, but we 
are preparing for blended education because we know that is our current reality.  Feel free to contact 
your principals with questions.  You may ask us something that we haven’t thought of yet.  While this is 
a challenging time in education, it is also a very exciting time because we are shifting to a more efficient 
way of teaching and learning that will better fit our students and families into the future.  We don’t 
know what it will look like as it continues to evolve, but I am fully convinced Hackett School District will 
be providing a great education opportunity to our students.  That is something I feel great about. 

 

Sincerely, 

Edward E. Ray 

Superintendent 
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