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Hackett School District, with the help of its staff and the support of our families, provides an 
excellent opportunity for all students to receive a great education, participate in a lot of 
extracurricular activities, and prepare for life beyond public school.  The total student population 
for both schools is 735 for grades kindergarten through twelfth grade.  There are 361 students at 
the High School and 374 students at the Elementary School.  We also house two Pre-K 
classrooms with 20 students each.  Hackett School District is in “Full Compliance” with the 
Standards for Accreditation for Arkansas Public Schools.   
 
The following is a small sample of many highlights from our District’s schools: 
 

• All teachers within the District meet the “Highly Qualified” designation. 
• First Grade teacher Val Harp received the Rural Education Association Teacher of the 

Year award for the state of Arkansas. 
• Both schools within the District utilize Maker Space in its Media Center.  Maker Space is 

a national initiative encouraging libraries to add activities that encourage problem 
solving, spatial reasoning, and collaboration. 

• Hackett Schools is still in the process of increasing our chrome book inventory to allow 
for Google Classroom and other programs to be used extensively throughout the 
buildings to positively impact student achievement.  Our goal is to have a device 
available for every student, in every classroom throughout the school day. 

• Hackett Elementary uses the Walk-to-Intervention program that assists all students in 
becoming better readers.  

• Hackett Elementary is continuing to place an emphasis in the area of reading, in 
accordance with the Arkansas Department of Secondary and Elementary Education’s 
reading initiative, known as RISE.     

• Hackett Elementary is continuing its implementation of the Fundations phonics program 
and has implemented the program at all grade levels in K-6.  

• Hackett Elementary School’s competitive Robotics Team, made up of 4th – 6th grade 
students, is in its third year and has qualified for State the past two years. 

• Hackett Elementary is continuing its Before/After School Hornets program or BASH.  
BASH operates from 6:30-7:30 a.m. and 3:30-5:30 p.m. each day.  We currently have 91 
students enrolled in the program.   

• Hackett Elementary is in year two of working with Solution Tree, a three year-long 
Professional Learning Community or PLC program that seeks to improve curriculum and 
learning priorities. 

• Hackett High School utilizes Flex instructional time.  This unit of the daily schedule 
allows students to receive life skills lessons and individualized academic monitoring on 
Mondays.  It then provides the opportunity for flexibility in a student’s schedule 
throughout the remainder of the week to work on individualized academic work chosen 
by the student.   



• Hackett High School offers the Cadet Core program as an elective course.  It enables 
students to learn about different branches of the military, train to be in the school color 
guard, and have military based Physical Training or PT time.  Hackett was the first 
school in the state of Arkansas to provide this program to its students. 

• Hackett High School offers Orientation to Teaching through our Family and Consumer 
Sciences or FACS program. 

• Hackett High School has a fully dedicated Computer Science program.  We are not aware 
of any schools our size in the state of Arkansas that has a Computer Science program. 

• Hackett High School has a drone program which will enable students who complete all 
courses the opportunity to become a fully licensed drone pilot.  Hackett is one of three 
districts in the Northwest quadrant of Arkansas and one of a few schools in the state of 
Arkansas that has a drone program at their school campus. 

• Hackett High School has put forth a new emphasis on providing useful information to 
parents through social media.  We have received a lot of positive posts on those sites and 
many compliments from appreciative parents. 

• Hackett Schools has created a full-time Assistant Principal/Athletic Director position.  
This additional administrator has been a tremendous asset already and allowed the 
building principals to be much more involved with the classroom teachers. 

• Hackett District has created a School Based Mental Health Counselor position in order to 
meet the needs of our students where area agencies are not able to fully meet the needs of 
our students.  We currently have two full-time counselors that serve our school from Bost 
C.A.R.E.S. and one full time therapist that is a school employee serving in this newly 
created position. 

• We continued the calendar changes this year of having 7th Grade Orientation, Open 
House, and Pride Night on the same night just before school started and had 
Parent/Teacher Conferences at progress reports rather than after the first grading period 
had ended.  We have received overwhelming approval from parents for these calendar 
changes. 

• Hackett District has received an Alternate Instructional Day waiver for the second year 
which allows us to have flexibility in how we make missed school time up to five days. 

• The Cafeteria is continuing its goal to serve more creative meals this year and has 
received a lot of positive feedback from students and some parents.  As of today, the 
cafeteria is serving approximately 20 more students for breakfast and 50 more students at 
lunch this year. 

• Hackett Schools added additional awning from the High School to the Cafeteria allowing 
students to walk from the High School building to the Cafeteria being covered for all but 
about 15 feet.  The small gap was necessary to allow SWEPCO trucks access to a 
transformer. 

• The grassy area south of the paved parking lot in front of the gym has been converted 
into a gravel parking lot.  We have already seen a tremendous benefit from this additional 
parking during home football and volleyball games. 

• The portable classroom was moved to the Hackett campus just to the side of the outdoor 
classroom and near the sidewalk.  It was remodeled and provides the addition of two 
additional classrooms if needed or rooms for other uses such as remediation, physical 
therapy, etc. 



• Hackett purchased one new bus using the Go Red program and saved a total of 25% of 
the total or $21,869.21. 
  

The schools of Hackett School District are constantly striving to improve student achievement.  
We are continuing our efforts for improving our Response to Intervention or RTI program. We 
recognize this is one of the best methods for overall student achievement for our schools and for 
the individual students.  Studies confirm that RTI is one of the greatest tools schools can use to 
impact student achievement for struggling students.  Hackett District has fully implemented RTI 
occurring at each school in order to aid our students with areas of identified need in Math and 
Reading.  We believe this strategy will greatly enhance our students’ ability to improve any 
deficiencies they may have in these subject areas. 
 
Hackett School District is also striving to improve its program of interim testing that utilizes 
Northwest Education Association Measurement of Academic Performance or NWEA MAP.  We 
commonly refer to it as MAP testing within our school.  We use data acquired from MAP to 
guide our instruction because it identifies our strengths and weaknesses by subject, grade, and 
student.  Classroom teachers use the data to identify groups and individuals that need extra work 
in a certain area to raise their performance or show growth in achievement.   
 
Hackett School District is continuing to use the “Concurrent Credits” and “WATC” programs 
that allow our students to graduate high school with college credits.  The graduates of Hackett 
High School acquired several college credit hours last year and we are continuing those 
programs for our students to help them be more college and career ready upon graduating.  
Hackett School District offers all of the required Advanced Placement classes for accreditation 
purposes.  However, a significant amount of our students have selected the option of concurrent 
classes and WATC versus enrollment in the AP classes. Hackett District encourages all parents 
to take time to learn as much as they can about concurrent classes and WATC.  These two 
programs provide a tremendous opportunity for students to save thousands of dollars while 
earning credit toward a variety of programs of study that provide real job opportunities to future 
graduates.   
 
Students in Hackett School District take all state mandated tests in accordance with state law.  
Students are measured for growth in achievement with the NWEA MAP Test that occurs in 
Kindergarten through 2nd grades.  Arkansas tests 3rd - 11th grade students using the ACT Aspire 
testing.  The Department of Secondary and Elementary Education or DESE testing results reports 
provided are based on the Aspire testing from the 2018-2019 school year.  
 
Our overall High School index score is a 65.69, which equates to a “C” which was down from 
being a “B” the previous two years. Our Elementary index score for 2018-2019 is 72.32 which 
will improve Hackett Elementary to a “B” school.  Student achievement in the area of 
mathematics is a continuing area of improvement for our schools and Solution Tree, a company 
that specializes in increasing student achievement through professional learning communities, 
has been working with our elementary school teachers to focus on that subject area for this 
school year.  Highlights from the two reports are the significant improvement demonstrated in 
our Elementary School scores and the five year graduation rate of 100% for our High School 
which is significantly higher than the state average and is among the best in our region.  



 
As always, we have a goal to improve our overall student achievement in all tested areas.  
Another goal that we have is to continually emphasize more STEM into our classes and 
curriculum.  We have initiated a Robotics Club for our secondary students this year and we have 
continued to partner with a local business that is assisting our efforts to increase STEM in our 
schools.  Our end goal is to have students graduating our schools with an improved path to be 
college or career ready.  The investments we have made through spending purchases, decisions 
made for curriculum, and strategies employed in our schools have been made with these goals in 
mind for our students.  Specifically, we have invested heavily into our efforts to improve 
Reading skills through RISE, Intervention programs that target individual student’s identified 
areas of improvement, and we have implement a K-6 Phonics program.  We are also beginning 
to invest more focus on Math and expect to see growth in that subject area as we move forward.  
Lastly, we are continuing our efforts to incorporate more STEM programs into our schools 
through the use of Maker Space in our Media Centers, Robotics Teams, and continuing to offer a 
dedicated Computer Science program that includes a Drone program within it.   
 
Hackett School District also offers a well-rounded Gifted and Talented program.  The Gifted and 
Talented Program has the following goals and objectives: 

1. To provide an educational program to enable the gifted child to develop his/her 
abilities to the fullest potential. 

2. To cultivate self-direction and self-motivation in the learning process. 
3. To develop a positive and realistic self-concept. 
4. To encourage becoming an individual while developing responsibility for self and 

society. 
5. To emphasize to students the areas of productive, complex, abstract, and higher level 

thinking skills. 
6. To enable students to interact and engage in dialogue with their intellectual peers. 

 
 
The Hackett School District is continually working to provide the highest quality educational 
experience to all students.  Our district changed our website last year and it includes teacher 
pages that allow for more increased communication between parents and staff.  The website 
includes an APP, an email, and a text feature that allows the school to contact parents in a more 
convenient manner rather than only using voice calls.  The website can be found at 
http://www.hackettschools.org.  The Hackett School District Board of Education, Administration 
and Staff would like to thank the parents and patrons of our district for their continued support in 
the improvement and success of our schools and students. 

http://www.hackettschools.org/

