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Hackett School District, with the help of its staff and the support of our families, provides an 
excellent opportunity for all students to receive a great education, participate in a lot of 
extracurricular activities, and prepare for life beyond public school.  The combined student 
population for all schools is 811 for grades kindergarten through twelfth grade.  There are 580 
students on the Hackett campus and 231 students on the Hartford campus.  Hackett School 
District is in “Full Compliance” with the Standards for Accreditation for Arkansas Public 
Schools.   
 
The following is a small sample of many highlights from our District’s schools: 
 

• Hackett High School implemented a new Flex instructional time that allows students to 
get life skills lessons and individualized academic monitoring on Mondays and then 
flexibility throughout the remainder of the week to work on individualized academic 
work chosen by the student.   

• Hackett High School has begun a new Cadet Core program that is enabling students to 
learn about different branches of the military, train to be in the school color guard, and 
have military based PT time.   

• Hackett High School is offering a new class for students that aspire to be classroom 
teachers called Orientation to Teaching through our FACS program.   

• Hackett Schools has increased its chrome book inventory to allow for Google Classroom 
to be used extensively throughout the building to positively impact student achievement. 

• The schools from each campus are participating together in a math PLC to further 
enhance math instruction across the district. 

• Hartford K-6 classes are learning about Respect and Safety in their counseling classes.  
• Hartford K-6 classes are learning robotics during their library time due to a $5,000.00 

CenturyLink grant. 
• Dr. Balch, a criminal justice professor, adopted the Hartford Elementary second grade 

class and is assisting them in learning how to collect evidence which correlates with their 
Economic Sleuth grant they were awarded this year. 

• The Arkansas Securities Department donated 3 HP Z400 desktops to Hartford Schools. 
• Walk-to-Interventions in Hartford Elementary K-2 occur 4 times a week and are assisting 

all students in becoming better readers.  
• Hartford High School has10 seniors that will be taking the ACT in October to increase 

their scores for better scholarships.  The senior class is now in the process of applying for 
colleges, career schools, apprenticeship opportunities, Federal Financial Aid, Grants, 
Lottery Scholarship and other scholarships.  

• Hackett Elementary is participating in the RISE reading initiative.   
• Hackett Elementary has implemented a new phonics program entitled Fundations and a 

new Walk To intervention model for our K-2 student.  
• Hackett Elementary School’s Maker Space STEM center continues in our library and has 

added a 3D printer and two green screens. 



• Hackett Elementary School has a competitive Robotics Team made up of 4th-6th grade 
students.  They will be competing in the First Lego League Robotics Competition in 
Springdale in December.  We are one of three schools in the area competing and we are 
the ONLY school bringing an elementary team.   

• Hackett Elementary has a before/after school program, BASH, (Before/After School 
Hornets).  BASH operates from 6:30-7:30 a.m. and 3:30-5:30 p.m. each day.  We have 33 
students enrolled in the program.   
  

The schools of Hackett School District are constantly striving to improve student achievement.  
We are continuing our efforts for improving our Response to Intervention or RTI program. We 
recognize this is one of the best methods for overall student achievement for our schools and for 
the individual students.  Studies confirm that RTI is one of the greatest tools schools can use to 
impact student achievement for struggling students.  Hackett District has fully implemented RTI 
occurring at each school in order to aid our students with areas of identified need in Math and 
Reading.  We believe this strategy will greatly enhance our students’ ability to improve any 
deficiencies they may have in these subject areas. 
 
Hackett School District is also striving to improve its program of interim testing that utilizes 
Northwest Education Association Measurement of Academic Performance or NWEA MAP.  We 
commonly refer to it as MAP testing within our school.  We use data acquired from MAP to 
guide our instruction because it identifies our strengths and weaknesses by subject, grade, and 
student.  Classroom teachers use the data to identify groups and individuals that need extra work 
in a certain area to raise their performance or show growth in achievement.  All teachers are 
brought to a common location for the purpose of professional development, data disaggregation, 
collaboration, and planning in an event we call Data Day.  Data Days occur three times per year 
for all elementary teachers and all Literacy, Math, and Science teachers in the secondary schools. 
 
The high schools of Hackett School District are continuing to use the “Concurrent Credits” and 
“WATC” programs that allow our students to graduate high school with college credits.  The 
graduates of Hackett Schools acquired several college credit hours last year and we are 
continuing those programs for our students to help them be more college and career ready upon 
graduating high school.  Hackett School District offers all of the required Advanced Placement 
classes for accreditation purposes.  However, a significant amount of our students have selected 
the option of concurrent classes and WATC versus enrollment in the AP classes while in high 
school. 
 
Students in Hackett School District take all state mandated tests in accordance with state law.  
Students are measured against other students around the state and nation in the Iowa Test that 
occurs in 1st and 2nd grades.   Hackett District’s Elementary students scored very well on the 
2017 IOWA tests for 1st and 2nd grade students.  Our average scores for these grades were in the 
upper echelon of all schools in the region for all areas tested.  Our students are measured against 
students from all over Arkansas in the ACT Aspire testing that occurs in 3rd through 11th grades.  
While some areas of our ACT Aspire scores were lower than our expectations, we demonstrated 
improvement in almost all 20 areas from the previous year’s scores.  Specifically, Hackett 
School District’s ACT Aspire scores were about 1% higher than the state average in English 
Language Arts and about 9% below the state average in Math.  Our graduation rate is about 5% 



higher than the state average.  Hackett and Hartford elementary schools had an extremely low 
combined retention rate with Hackett Elementary having a retention rate of .4% and Hartford 
Elementary having a rate of 0.00% with no students retained.  Each of our High Schools had a 
retention rate of 0.00% with no students retained. 
 
As always, we have a goal to improve our overall student achievement in all tested areas.  
Another goal that we have is to continually emphasize more STEM into our classes and 
curriculum.  Our end goal is to have students graduating our schools with an improved path to be 
college or career ready.  The investments we have made through spending purchases, decisions 
made for curriculum, and strategies employed in our schools have been made with these goals in 
mind for our students. 
 
We have made a focused effort for improving all tested areas.  We have begun a new Phonics 
program entitled “Fundations” along with a “Walk To Intervention” program for our K-2 
students.  We have also joined a state initiative for improving reading entitled “RISE.”  This 
program will expand to the third through sixth grades next year.  We have also expanded our 
STEM programs with the increased purchase of classroom science materials and items that are 
used in our media centers.  The Hackett campus has begun a before and after school program 
entitled “BASH.”  There are currently 33 total students in the program with 15 students using the 
before school program and all 33 students using the after school program.  Students are provided 
homework time, tutoring, remediation, and recreation time during BASH. 
 
Hackett High Schools have implemented a “Flex” schedule this year that the students have 
expressed a lot of satisfaction in having.  Teachers are reporting that students are getting their 
work completed and trying to ensure they are passing their classes in order to have the individual 
time in their schedule.  The Hackett campus has implemented a new course of study entitled 
“Cadet Corp” that is similar in nature to ROTC, but without the high cost of an ROTC program.  
The students in this class have expressed a strong appreciation and satisfaction in this course 
because of their interest in a possible military path after graduation. 
 
Hackett Campus built a new concession stand with bathrooms that is located near the Softball 
and Baseball fields.  There is a new ADA compliant sidewalk that goes to the softball field from 
the concession stand and bathrooms.  Hartford campus had a few locations that have paneling 
and we were required to paint the paneling with fire retardant paint.  Both campuses will 
continue replacing old lighting and fixtures with more modern LED lights and fixtures as bulbs, 
ballasts, and fixtures go bad. 
 
The Hackett School District is continually working to provide the highest quality educational 
experience to all students.  Each of our schools has launched a new app that can be found at the 
app store and used on personal smartphones.  These school apps along with our district website 
provide a lot of information to our parents and supporters.  The website can be found at 
http://www.hackettschools.org.  The Hackett School District Board of Education, Administration 
and Staff would like to thank the parents and patrons of our district for their continued support in 
the improvement and success of our schools. 

http://www.hackettschools.org/

