
AMI 5th Grade Social Studies Lessons-Mrs. Roper 
 

(All lessons are to be completed on notebook paper) 
 

Day 1: Find a dollar bill (or $5, $20, etc.) and look to see who is on the bill. If you don’t 
have a paper bill, then look at a coin (penny, quarter, nickel, dime) and find who is on 
the coin. Who is the person you see? How are they important in history? Why do you 
think they were chosen to have their picture put on a United States paper bill or coin? 
Include a drawing to show what the paper bill or coin looks like. Answer these questions 
for each of the bills or coins you can find in your home. You may have a family member 
help you do this activity.  
 
Day 2: Pretend you are part of a Native American tribe in the Eastern Woodland region. 
Using your prior knowledge, write at least 2-3 paragraphs explaining how your snow day 
would be different. What natural resources would you need in order to stay warm? 
Would you be working, sleeping in, or playing? How is the snow and cold weather 
affecting the life of your tribe? Has it made it hard to find resources? Will you have to 
migrate somewhere else?  
 
Day 3: Draw and label a map of your house and the surrounding neighborhood. If you 
don’t live in a neighborhood, then include the closest places to your home (businesses, 
lakes, mountains, rivers, etc).  Make sure to include a key so I can easily read the map. 
You should also include a Compass Rose. If you need help with the directions ask a 
family member to help. This should all fit on one piece of paper.  
 
Day 4: Think back to Freedom Week, when we discussed the Bill of Rights. This is the 
list of your freedoms or rights you have as an American. Using that knowledge, create 
your own “Bill of Rights”. This should include ten rights, and can be your rights/freedoms 
at home, school, church, or any other group you are a part of. Maybe you will choose to 
list the rights you have on your snow day. Be creative! Make sure to tell me where you 
have these rights, and write each in a complete sentence. Write these in a numbered 
list form.  
 
Day 5: Using your prior knowledge on exploration, create an advertisement for people 
to join your ship’s crew on the journey to the Americas. Advertise what you are looking 
for, why you are risking the trip, and where you hope to land. Make sure you are 
persuasive so many people will join your crew!  
 



Day 6: Using your prior knowledge of landforms, identify 3 to 5 landforms near your 
house. Draw a picture of the landforms you see around your house. Make sure to label 
the landform. Examples of landforms include: mountains, hills, plateaus, valleys, rivers, 
ponds, lakes 
 
Day 7: Imagine you are a  Continental soldier in the Revolutionary War. Remember the 
Continental soldiers were the colonists. Write a journal entry describing what it is like to 
be fighting in the war. Write a paragraph with 3-5 sentences, make sure to include a 
date. (Possible ideas you might write about: is your army winning? Do you need more 
supplies? Have you been injured in battle? How is your health? ) 
 
Day 8: During the Revolutionary War colonists were in one of three groups.  

● Patriot: fighting for freedom from Britain  
● Loyalist: remaining loyal to King George III  
● Neutral: did not pick a side, just wanted the war to end 

Imagine you were a colonist during the Revolutionary War and answer the following 
questions on a sheet of paper. Make sure to restate the question in your answer, and 
write in a complete sentence.  

1. Which group do you think you would have been a part of?  
2. Explain why you chose the group.  
3. Ask your family members what group they would have chosen to be a part of as 

well. Tell who the family is and what group they chose.  
4. If family members chose to be part of different groups, it often affected their 

relationships with one another. Explain why you think the group you were a part 
of would have changed how you felt about your family. 

 
Day 9: History often contains timelines of important events. On a sheet of paper record 
a timeline of your life starting with your birth. For each important event in your life make 
a mark on the timeline, label it with the date and the event. You may ask a parent or 
older sibling to help you. Include at least ten important events on your timeline.  Below 
is an example of a timeline to help guide you in setting yours up.  
 



 
Day 10: The United States of America has many symbols that represent the freedoms 
we have in this country. Here are some of the symbols that represent our freedom as 
Americans: the Statue of Liberty, the American flag, the Liberty Bell, the Bald Eagle. 
Talk with a family member about the freedoms you have as an American, and then draw 
a symbol of your own that represents your freedoms.  
 
 
 


