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Did   you   ever   wonder   what   happens   to   the   aluminum   cans   you   recycle?   Weekly   Reader   watched  
a   recycling   center   in   action   at   the   Garbage   Museum   in   Stratford,   Connecticut.   
1.   Sort   and   Separate   
Trucks   drop   off   aluminum   cans   that   are   mixed   with   massive   loads   of   plastic   bottles   and   glass.  
The   trash   travels   along   conveyor   belts   to   be   sorted   and   separated.   
2.   Compress   the   Mess.   
Machines   compress   aluminum   cans   into   giant   bales.   
3.   Close   the   Loop.   
The   bales   are   sold   to   companies   that   turn   the   recycled   cans   into   something   usable.   From  
recycled   aluminum   cans,   more   cans   are   made.   When   you   buy   recycled   products,   you   "close   the  
loop."   
Do   Your   Bit-Reuse   and   Recycle!   
Each   American   throws   away   about   5   pounds   of   garbage   each   day.   Earth   Day,   April   22,   reminds  
people   how   important   it   is   to   reduce   waste.   Here   are   some   ways:   

● Carry   a   lunch   box   instead   of   a   paper   lunch   bag,   and   pack   food   in   reusable   containers.  
● Use   both   sides   of   a   sheet   of   paper.   
● Donate   old   clothing   and   toys   to   a   charity.   
● Make   a   compost   pile   using   food   scraps,   leaves,   and   grass   clippings.   Composting   is  

nature's   way   of   recycling.   Plants   and   other   wastes   decompose,   or   rot,   and   nourish   the  
soil.   

● Recycle   plastic   and   glass   bottles   and   jars,   newspapers,   and   aluminum   cans.   Recycling  
just   one   aluminum   can   will   save   enough   energy   to   run   your   TV   for   three   hours!   

 
Day   21   questions:   
1.   What   do   trucks   drop   off   at   a   recycling   center   in   Stratford,   Connecticut?   
A .   lunch   boxes   mixed   with   plastic   bottles   and   glass   
B .   newspapers   mixed   with   plastic   bottles   and   glass   
C .   food   scraps   mixed   with   plastic   bottles   and   glass   
D .   aluminum   cans   mixed   with   plastic   bottles   and   glass   
 
2.   The   article   lists   the   steps   in   the   recycling   process   of   aluminum   cans   at   a   recycling  
center   in   Stratford,   Connecticut.   What   is   the   second   step   in   this   process?  
A .   "Close   the   Loop"   
B .   "Sort   and   Separate"   
C .   "Compress   the   Mess"   
D .   "Do   Your   Bit"   
 
3.   According   to   the   article,   what   is   one   way   that   people   can   reduce   waste?  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 



Day   22:   Re-Read   “Get   in   the   Loop”   answer   the   following   questions:  
 
1.   Read   these   sentences   from   the   text:   
"Close   the   Loop.   The   bales   are   sold   to   companies   that   turn   the   recycled   cans   into  
something   usable.   From   recycled   aluminum   cans,   more   cans   are   made.   When   you   buy  
recycled   products,   you   'close   the   loop.'"   
Based   on   the   information   in   these   sentences,   what   can   you   infer   about   "the   loop"?   
 
A.   The   loop   is   the   process   of   recycling   aluminum   cans   and   buying   new   cans   made   from   the   old  
ones.   
B.   The   loop   is   the   process   of   making   a   compost   pile   using   food   scraps,   leaves,   and   grass  
clippings.   
C.   The   loop   is   the   process   of   sorting   and   separating   aluminum   cans   that   are   mixed   with   massive  
loads   of   plastic   bottles   and   glass.   
D.   The   loop   is   the   process   of   compressing   aluminum   cans   into   giant   bales   at   a   recycling   center  
in   Stratford,   Connecticut.  
 
2.   The   article   lists   ways   that   people   can   reduce   waste.   One   way   is   by   donating   old  
clothing   and   toys   to   a   charity.   How   might   donating   old   clothing   and   toys   to   a   charity  
reduce   waste?   
 
A.   Donating   old   clothing   and   toys   to   a   charity   allows   them   to   be   used   by   other   people   instead   of  
getting   thrown   away.   
B.   Donating   old   clothing   and   toys   to   a   charity   means   they   will   be   used   in   a   compost   pile   that  
also   includes   food   scraps,   leaves,   and   grass   clippings.  
  C.   Donating   old   clothing   and   toys   to   a   charity   means   they   will   be   taken   to   a   recycling   center   in  
Stratford,   Connecticut.   
D.   Donating   old   clothing   and   toys   to   a   charity   means   they   will   be   mixed   with   massive   loads   of  
plastic   bottles   and   glass.   
 
3.   What   is   the   main   idea   of   this   article?   
 
A.   One   way   that   people   can   reduce   waste   is   by   making   a   compost   pile   using   food   scraps,  
leaves,   and   grass   clippings.   
B.   Recycling   is   a   "loop"   that   you   can   take   part   in   by   doing   things   such   as   buying   recycled  
products   and   recycling   aluminum   cans.   
C.   In   a   recycling   center   at   the   Garbage   Museum   in   Stratford,   Connecticut,   trash   travels   along  
conveyor   belts   to   be   sorted   and   separated.   
D.   At   a   recycling   center   in   Stratford,   Connecticut,   trucks   drop   off   aluminum   cans   mixed   with  
massive   loads   of   plastic   bottles   and   glass.  
  



Day   23:   Re-Read   “Get   in   the   Loop!”   answer   the   following   questions:   
 

1. How   might   using   a   lunch   box   instead   of   a   paper   lunch   bag   reduce   waste?   Support  
your   answer   with   evidence   from   the   text.   
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________  

 
2. The   author   used   the   title,    Get   in   the   Loop ,   

 
A.   because   composting   is   a   great   way   to   reduce   trash.   
B.   to   inform   the   reader   how   to   help.   
C.   because   using,   recycling,   reusing   makes   a   complete   loop.   
D.   because   garbage   is   being   thrown   out.  
 

3. Before   trucks   drop   off   aluminum   cans,   
 
A.   people   decide   to   recycle   their   cans.   
B.   the   bales   are   sold   to   companies.   
C.   the   cans   are   compressed   into   large   bales.   
D.   the   cans   are   put   on   a   conveyor   belt.  
 

4. What   are   three   ways   your   family   can/do   reduce   waste   in   your   own   home?  
 
1.   ________________________________________________________  
2.   ________________________________________________________  
3.   ________________________________________________________  

  



Day   24:   Re-Read   “Get   in   the   Loop!”   answer   the   following   questions”   
 

1. You   buy   recycled   paper   after  
 
A.   a   company   uses   old   paper   to   make   new   paper.   
B.   you   put   used   paper   in   a   compost   pile.   
C.   you   use   both   sides   of   the   paper.   
D.   all   of   the   above.   

 
2. After   a   plant   decomposes  

 
A.   it   rots.   
B.   grass   clippings   can   be   added   to   the   compost   pile.   
C.   people   put   food   scraps   into   a   compost   pile.   
D.   it   nourishes   the   soil.  

 
3. Why   did   the   author   write   this   passage?   (author’s   purpose)   Explain.   

______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________  
 

4. Write   a   summary   of   the   passage   in   your   own   words   highlighting   the   main   ideas.  
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________  
  



Day   25:   Create   a   poster   to   encourage   people   to   reduce,   reuse,   and   recycle!   


