
Days   31-35  ALE   Science 6th/7th   grade  
 
Day   31   Read   the   following   text   about   The   Weather   and   How   it   Affects   Us.   
The   weather   gives   us   many   metaphors   for   our   changeable   minds.   Moods   can   brighten   &   darken,   dispositions  
can   be   sunny,   futures   can   be   under   a   cloud   and   relationships   can   be   stormy.   Like   the   weather,   our   emotions  
sometimes   seem   like   changing   forces   of   nature:   unstable,   &   uncontrollable.   Weather   provides   a   language   for  
describing   our   moods,   but   does   it   also   cause   it?   Do   grey   days   bring   grey   moods?   When   the   mercury   rises   in  
the   thermometer,   does   our   blood   boil?  
 
Of   the   many   parts   of   weather,   sunshine   is   the   most   closely   tied   to   mood.   Although   the   link   is   weaker   than   many  
people   imagine,   sunlight   has   repeatedly   been   found   to   boost   positive   moods,   dampen   negative   moods   &  
eliminate   tiredness.    Anything   that   alters   our   moods   can   affect   our   behaviour.   Happy   people   are   more   kind   to  
one   another,   &   also    people   are   more   helpful   when   the   sun   is   out.   Research   found   that   some   diners   tipped  
more   generously   on   sunny   days.   Stock   investors   may   benefit   in   the   same   way   as   waitresses;   American   studies  
have   observed   better   daily   stock   returns   in   sunny   weather.  
 
The   hotter   the   temperature   gets   though,   the   more   people   are   likely   to   act   aggressively.   Rates   of   aggression   are  
higher   in   hotter   years,   months,   days   &   times   of   day,   a   pattern   observed   for   serious   violent   crimes,   riots  
car-horn   honking.   Baseball   pitchers   are   more   likely   to   hit   batters   on   hot   days,   an   effect   that   isn’t   just   an  
accident   from   slick   sweaty   fingers!   Heat   may   also   increase   verbal   aggression.   A   recent   study   of   news   media  
coverage   of   the   2008   Beijing   Olympics   found   that   stories   filed   by   American   journalists   contained   more   negative  
words   on   hotter   days,   even   when   they   were   writing   about   China   in   general   rather   than   the   Games   in   particular.   
 
Aspects   of   weather   beyond   heat   &   sunshine   have   also   been   shown   to   affect   mood.   Humidity   often   makes  
people   more   tired   &   irritable.   Air   pressure   changes   can   alter   moods   &   trigger   headaches,   some   studies   finding  
a   link   between   low   pressure   &   depression.   On   rainy   days   people   report   lower   satisfaction   with   their   lives.  
Weather   influences   our   psychology   in   many   small   ways.   Why   this   might   be   the   case   is   not   entirely   clear.   One  
idea   is   that   the   effects   of   weather   on   mood   are   mostly   a   matter   of   our   body   not   being   able   to   regulate   itself.  
Extra   heat   causes   discomfort,   making   it   hard   to   control   our   temperature   &   this   causes   irritability   &   aggression.  
 
Exposing   skin   to   sunlight   produces   vitamin   D,   causing   the   brain’s   to   make   serotonin,   which   lifts   mood.  
Exposure   to   bright   lights,   a   treatment   for   people   affected   with   the   Winter   depressions   of   seasonal   affective  
disorder   (SAD),   also   enhances   the   mood   of   unaffected   people.   However,   the   effects   of   weather   on   mood   are  
not   just   biological.   They   are   also   psychological   &   social.   One   reason   why   heat   is   associated   with   aggression   is  
that   people   interact   more   in   public   in   hot   weather.  
 
Clearly,   the   effects   of   weather   on   mood   depend   on   our   behaviour   and   on   how   we   think.   Basically,   weather   will  
only   influence   us   if   we   expose   ourselves   to   it.   On   one   estimate,   people   in   industrialised   societies   tend   to   spend  
only   7%   of   their   time   outside.   A   study   by   US   psychology   researcher   Matthew   Keller   &   colleagues   showed   that  
beneficial   effects   of   warm   &   sunny   conditions   on   mood   were   only   seen   in   people   who   had   spent   more   than   30  
minutes   outdoors   that   day.   Good   weather   even   had   negative   effects   on   mood   for   people   confined   indoors,   who  
perhaps   gazed   enviously   outside   at   the   solar   fun   they   were   missing.  
 
Go   back   and   look   at   your   weather   and   feelings   from   days   21-25.   Do   you   see   any   patterns   with  
how   you   feel   and   the   weather?   Example:   Were   you   happy   more   when   it   was   sunny?   Why   do  
you   think   that’s   so?   
 
Write   a   reflection   on   how   you   felt   last   week   and   then   also   think   about   ways   that   you   could   use  
the   knowledge   in   the   text   to   make   changes   to   what   you   do   that   could   positively   impact   your  
mood.   Use   the   back   of   this   sheet   to   write   your   reflection.   
 
 



Day   32  
 
Commit   to   going   outside   on   a   nature   walk   for   at   least   30   minutes.   If   the   weather   is   not   suitable   for   a  
walk,   swap   it   for   a   different   day   and   then   come   back   to   this   one.   As   you   walk,   make   observatons   about  
what   you   see   in   nature.   
 
1.   Write   at   least   10   things   that   you   observe   in   nature.   For   each   thing,   tell   whether   it   is   living   or  
non-living.   Use   the   back   of   this   sheet   to   answer.   
 
2.   Do   you   see   any   natural   energy   resources   as   you   walk?    List   them   and   tell   me   how   they   are   used   and  
if   they   are   renewable   or   non-renewable.    Use   the   back   of   this   sheet   to   answer.  
 
 
Day   33  
 
Think   about   the   different   types   of   energy   that   we   learned   about   and   how   they   exist   in   a  
contraption/Rube   Goldberg   machine.   
 
What   is   kinetic   energy?   
 
 
What   is   potential   energy?  
 
 
When   does   an   object   have   more   kinetic   energy?  
 
 
When   does   an   object   have   more   potential   energy?  
 
 
Give   one   example   of   each.   
 
 
 
Sketch   out   a   diagram   for   a   possible   Rube   Goldberg   machine   on   the   back   of   this   paper.   Explain   the  
different   motions   that   are   happening   if   you   were   to   actually   have   one   in   front   of   you,   explain   what  
forces   and   energy   transfers   are   happening   and   also   list   the   supply   list   you   would   need   to   create   it.   
(ex.   Golf   ball,   dominoes,   race   car,   etc.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day   34  
 
We   studied   adaptations   in   organisms.    Write   on   the   back   of   this   sheet   if   needed.  
1.   What   is   an   adaptation?   
 
 
2.   Does   it   take   a   short   time   or   a   long   time   for   an   adaption   to   occur?  
 
3.   Is   a   mutation   the   same   as   an   adaption?   Why   or   why   not?  
 
 
4.   Are   mutations   always   helpful   to   an   animal?   
5.   If   not,   what   is   an   example   of   a   mutation   that   is   not   beneficial   or   helpful.  
 
6.   Can   mutations   be   helpful   to   an   organism?   If   so,   list   an   example   of   a   helpful   mutation.  
 
7.   Can   mutations   be   neutral?   What   does   this   mean?   List   an   example   of   a   neutral   mutation.   
 
 
 
 
Day   35  
 
Design   your   own   animal   adaptation.   
 
Think   about   a   common   animal   (dog,   cat,   snake,   fish,   rabbit,   chicken,   pig,   etc)   and   pick   one.   You   will   need   to  
think   about   the   current   adaptations   that   it   has.   For   example,   a   cat   has   claws   to   climb   as   a   defense   against   an  
attack.   This   allows   it   to   possibly   get   food,   survive   and   in   turn,   it’s   able   to   pass   along   it’s   traits   to   a   new  
generation.   You   will   pretend   to   be   a   mad   scientist   who   is   experimenting   with   selective   breeding.   You   do   NOT  
want   to   have   harmful   adaptations   occur   though.   You   want   to   only   foster   improvements   that   will   aid   your   animal  
in   what   it   needs   to   find   food,   protect   itself,   attract   a   mate,   and   reproduce.   You   can   have   more   than   one  
adaptation,   but   you   need   to   have   a   good   explanation   written   in   paragraph   form   on   how   that   adaptation   is  
beneficial   and   why   you   chose   to   change   that   particular   animal   trait.   Think   about   other   animal   traits   that   your  
chosen   animal   doesn’t   have.   Could   it   benefit   a   cat   to   have   wings?   (Pick   something   other   than   a   cat   with   wings  
now!)    Write   a   complete   explanation   in   paragraph   form   (5-7   sentences   minimum)   using   C.O.P.S.    and  
also   draw   an   illustration   of   your   animal   including   the   new   adaptation(s).   Use   the   back   of   the   paper  
when   needed.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   Day   31  ELA    Read   the   following   text  
 

Kevin   Durant:   For   the   Love   of   the   Game  
1    Kevin   Durant   wanted   to   play   in   the   NBA   in   2007   after   playing   one   year   of   college   basketball   at   the   University  
of   Texas.    When   he   made   this   announcement,   he   was   wearing   a   tank   top   and   basketball   shorts.    Some  
reporters   said   it   looked   like   Kevin   was   in   a   hurry   to   answer   their   questions   because   he   wanted   to   play   a   pickup  
game   against   some   of   his   college   teammates.    While   Kevin   is   one   of   the   most   talented   players   in   the   NBA,   he  
is   also   famous   for   how   much   he   enjoys   playing   basketball.    He   is   well-liked   by   many   NBA   fans   because   he   acts  
like   a   normal   person,   not   a   famous   celebrity.   

2    Kevin   was   the   second   player   chosen   in   the   2007   NBA   Draft,   which   is   when   teams   choose   college  
players.    The   Seattle   SuperSonics   had   started   trading   away   older   players   so   Kevin   could   become   their   leader.  
Kevin   scored   over   20   points   per   game   during   his   first   season,   something   only   a   few   other   first-year   players  
have   ever   done.    Kevin   scored   42   points   in   one   game   against   Golden   State.    He   made   a   game-winning   shot  
against   Atlanta.  

3   Despite   Kevin’s   success,   Seattle   won   20   games   and   lost   62.    Kevin   was   really   skinny,   so   he   was  
often   pushed   around   during   games.    He   was   discouraged   during   his   first   season   because   he   felt   like   he   was   a  
good   player,   but   not   a   great   one.    Kevin   wanted   to   be   one   of   the   best   players   in   the   league.    He   felt   like   he   was  
letting   his   teammates   down.  

4   Even   though   Kevin   always   worked   hard,   he   realized   he   was   going   to   have   to   work   harder   than   he  
ever   had   before.    In   high   school   and   college,   Kevin   ate   a   lot   of   chicken   wings,   candy,   and   oatmeal   pies.    So   he  
started   eating   healthier   meals   at   the   team’s   practice   gym.    Coaches   taught   Kevin   how   to   eat   better   so   he   would  
get   stronger.    He   started   arriving   at   practice   90   minutes   early   so   he   could   shoot   100   times   before   practice  
started.    He   spent   almost   all   of   his   time   at   the   practice   gym   so   he   could   have   more   time   to   study   and   lift  
weights.   Teammates   and   coaches   were   amazed   at   Kevin’s   dedication   to   helping   his   team   improve,   especially  
since   he   was   so   young.  
5    Kevin’s   work   ethic   also   helped   when   his   team   moved   from   Seattle   to   Oklahoma   City   after   his   first   season.  
The   fans   in   Oklahoma   City   immediately   fell   in   love   with   their   new   team,   now   called   the   Thunder.    They  
appreciated   how   hard   Kevin   worked   and   how   much   he   enjoyed   playing   basketball.    Even   though   the   Thunder  
lost   32   of   their   first   35   games,   all   of   their   home   games   were   sold   out.  

6    Kevin   and   his   young   teammates   started   improving   during   the   end   of   the   2009   season.    The   Thunder  
had   just   gotten   Russell   Westbrook,   who   was   extremely   talented   like   Kevin.    Together,   they   were   becoming   one  
of   the   most   talented   duos   in   the   NBA.    They   also   got   a   new   coach,   Scott   Brooks,   who   helped   their   young  
players   improve.  

7    The   Thunder   won   50   games   and   made   the   playoffs   in   2010.    Even   though   they   lost   their   playoff   series  
to   the   much   stronger   Los   Angeles   Lakers,   they   got   a   lot   of   respect   for   how   well   they   played.    Kevin   blocked   a  
shot   by   Kobe   Bryant   to   win   one   of   the   playoff   games   against   the   Lakers.    Kobe   said   Oklahoma   City   was   going  
to   become   an   excellent   team.  

8    The   Thunder   proved   Kobe   was   correct   because   they   continued   to   improve   the   next   several   seasons.  
Kevin   led   Oklahoma   City   to   the   NBA   Finals   in   2012,   but   they   lost   to   LeBron   James   and   the   Miami   Heat.    Kevin  
led   the   Thunder   to   60   victories   in   2013.    In   2014,   Kevin   led   the   NBA   in   scoring   and   was   named   the   league’s  
most   valuable   player.  

9    Kevin’s   success   is   not   the   only   reason   why   he   is   of   the   NBA’s   most   likable   superstars.    There   was   a  
lockout   during   part   of   the   2011   season,   which   meant   teams   could   not   practice   or   play   games.    Kevin   got   bored  
and   decided   to   play   pickup   games   at   parks   and   small   gyms.    There   are   many   videos   of   Kevin   playing   against  
normal   people   at   parks   in   New   York,   Baltimore,   and   Oklahoma   City.    Hundreds   of   people   watched   these   games  
and   loved   Kevin’s   willingness   to   play   basketball   against   anyone   at   anytime.    One   of   Kevin’s   most   famous  
games   was   when   he   played   at   Rucker   Park   in   Harlem,   New   York.    He   scored   66   points   and   made   several  
consecutive   shots   from   far   away.  

10    Kevin   did   anything   he   could   to   stay   active   during   the   lockout.    One   day   in   November   2011,   Kevin  
tweeted,   “This   lockout   is   really   boring...anybody   playing   flag   football   in   (Oklahoma   City)...I   need   to   run   around  
or   something!”    Most   people   thought   Kevin   was   joking,   but   he   actually   showed   up   to   a   flag-football   game   with  
some   students   at   Oklahoma   State   University.    Kevin   scored   four   touchdowns,   but   more   important   to   him,   he  
got   to   play   sports.   



11    Kevin   played   nine   seasons   with   Oklahoma   City.    The   Thunder   were   one   of   the   best   teams   in   the   NBA  
during   each   of   those   seasons.    But   on   July   4,   2016,   Kevin   announced   he   would   be   leaving   Oklahoma   City   to  
play   for   the   Golden   State   Warriors.    Kevin   announced   his   decision   by   writing   an   article   on    The   Players’   Tribune  
website .    He   wrote   several   paragraphs   thanking   the   fans   in   Oklahoma   City   for   their   tremendous   support.    He  
knew   the   move   would   upset   lots   of   OKC   fans,   but   he   wanted   to   switch   teams   because   he   knew   it   would   force  
him   out   of   his   comfort   zone.    He   believed   it   would   make   him   improve   as   a   player   and   as   a   man.    He   proved   to  
be   correct   because   he   led   the   Warriors   to   an   NBA   championship   in   2017   when   they   beat   the   Cleveland  
Cavaliers.    Kevin   played   incredibly   in   each   game   of   the   NBA   Finals.    He   averaged   over   35   points   per   game.  
He   was   named   the   MVP   of   the   2017   NBA   Finals.   

12    Few   NBA   superstars   have   shown   that   they   love   playing   basketball   as   much   as   Kevin   Durant.    His  
enthusiasm   and   talent   have   made   him   one   of   the   world’s   best   players.   
 
WRITING   PROMPT:   FOR   THE   LOVE   OF   THE   GAME   Why   do   you   think   Kevin   Durant   is   such   an  
incredible   basketball   player?   What   did   this   passage   teach   you   about   success?   Include   text   evidence   to  
support   your   answers   to   both   questions.   Use   the   back   of   this   page   if   you   need   more   space.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day   32  Reread   the   text   and   answer   the   following   questions  
 
 
1.   After   Kevin’s   first   season   in   the   NBA,   he   realized   he   needed   to   work   harder   than   he   thought.   How  
does   the   author   show   that   Kevin   worked   harder   after   his   first   season?   Circle   all   that   apply.   
a.   The   author   describes   why   Kevin   started   playing   for   a   new   team.   
b.   The   author   describes   a   great   game   Kevin   had   against   Golden   State.   
c.   The   author   describes   how   Kevin   ate   healthier.   
d   The   author   describes   how   much   more   time   Kevin   spent   at   practice.   
e.   The   author   describes   how   the   Thunder   got   Russell   Westbrook   on   their   team.   
 
2.   Paragraph   five   states,   “Even   though   the   Thunder   lost   32   of   their   first   35   games,   all   of   their   home  
games   were   sold   out.”   Which   inference   could   be   made   from   that   statement?   
a.   Fans   in   Oklahoma   City   were   excited   to   watch   Kevin   play.   
b.   The   team   should   not   have   moved   from   Seattle   to   Oklahoma   City.   
c.   Fans   in   Oklahoma   City   were   upset   when   Kevin   said   he   was   going   to   play   for   Golden   State.   
d.   Oklahoma   City   lost   many   games   because   Kevin   was   too   weak.   
 
3.   Write   text   evidence   from   paragraph   five   that   supports   your   answer   to   question   two.   
 
 
 
 
 
4.   Which   statement   is   supported   by   the   details   in   paragraphs   seven   and   eight?   

https://www.theplayerstribune.com/en-us/articles/kevin-durant-nba-free-agency-announcement
https://www.theplayerstribune.com/en-us/articles/kevin-durant-nba-free-agency-announcement
https://www.theplayerstribune.com/en-us/articles/kevin-durant-nba-free-agency-announcement


a.   LeBron   James   helped   the   Thunder   make   it   to   the   NBA   Finals   in   2012.   
b.   Kevin   and   the   Thunder   got   worse   from   2010-2014.   
c.   Kevin   was   better   than   Kobe   Bryant   in   2010.   
d.   Kevin   and   the   Thunder   improved   from   2010-2014.   
 
5.   Imagine   you   heard   someone   say   that   Kevin   only   plays   basketball   to   make   money,   not   because   he  
enjoys   it.   Which   paragraph   has   details   you   can   use   to   argue   that?   Why   use   that   paragraph?  
 
 
  Day   33     Language   Review  
 
1.   Label   the   parts   of   speech   of   the   underlined   words.  
N    =   Noun,    V    =   Verb,    PN =   Pronoun,    Adj    =   Adjective,    Adv    =   Adverb,    P    =   Preposition  
 
Hiccups    happen   when   the    diaphragm     contracts    r epeatedly .  
 
 
2.   Write   the   possessive   form   of   the   noun   in   parenthesis.  
 
Your   __________________   (body)   diaphragm   is   located   below   your   lungs.  
 
3.   Write   the   present   tense   verb   for   the   word   in   parenthesis.  
 
Your   diaphragm   ________________   (regulate)   breathing.  
 
4.   Which   best   completes   the   sentence.  
 
         most   uncomfortable,   more   uncomfortable  
 
Some   people   think   hiccups   are   ________________   than   being   sick.  
 
 
5.   Correct   the   dialogue.   (think   about   how   dialogue   is   punctuated)  
 
Mom   Henry   shouted   I   can’t   get   rid   of   these   hiccups  
 
Write   the   meaning   of   the   prefix   pre-.  
 
Make   a   list   of   5   words   with   the   prefix   pre-.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Day   34  
 
1.   Label   the   parts   of   speech   of   the   underlined   words.  
 
You    can   get    severe     hiccups     from    eating   too    fast .  
 
2.   Write   the   plural   noun   in   the   parenthesis.  
 
Many   __________________   (person)   get   hiccups   when   stressed.  
 
3.   Finish   the   table   for   the   following   phrase.    She   talks.  
 
 Past   tense  

Simple   

Perfect   
  
 
4.   Is   this   a   simple,   compound,   or   complex   sentence?   
 
While   hiccups   can   be   uncomfortable,   they   usually   only   last   a   few   minutes.  
 
5.   Correct   the   sentence.  
 
We   tried   to   watch   TV,   but   her   hiccups   were   to   distracting.  
 
6.   Write   the   meaning   of   the   prefix   post-.  
 
 
7.   Make   a   list   of   5   words   with   the   prefix   post-.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Day   35   Journal   Entry  
 
At   this   point,   next   week   is   the   last   week   of   school.   How   does   it   feel   to   have   had   to   “homeschool”   or   do  
distance   learning   for   so   many   weeks?   Do   you   think   that   there   are   advantages?   What   are   the  
disadvantages?   I’m   sure   many   have   enjoyed   not   being   in   class,   but   do   you   feel   like   you   are   really  
learning?   Please   write   at   least   2   complete   paragraphs   answering   all   questions.   Make   sure   you   use  
C.O.P.S.   when   writing.   Use   the   back   of   this   page   or   a   blank   sheet   of   paper   to   answer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day   31  Social   Studies          Biography   of   Harriet   Beecher   Stowe   (Born   June   14,   1811   in   Litchfield,  
CT,   Died   July   1,   1896,   Abolitionist,   Wrote   tales   of   the   oppressed   and   downtrodden)  
 

  Early   Life  
Harriet   Beecher   Stowe   was   the   daughter   of   Lyman   Beecher,   a   wellknown   Congregationalist   minister,   and   Roxana  

Foote.   Harriet   Beecher   Stowe’s   family   was   very   religious   and   very   strict.   They   believed   it   was   important   that   young  
women   receive   a   good   education.   Tragedy   struck   the   family   when  
Harriet   was   only   four   years   old.   Her   mother   died.   Later   her   father   remarried   and   the   new   family   continued   to   teach   the  
children   that   strong   values   were   important.   Harriet   grew   up   believing   that   she   must   have   strong   faith,   be   hardworking,   and  
be   a   life-long   learner.   Her   family   stressed   that   it   was   important   to   always   help   people   who   were   less   fortunate.  

At   the   age   of   16   Harriet   became   a   teacher   as   did   many   educated   young   women   of   her   day.   In   1836   she   married  
Calvin   Ellis   Stowe   who   was   a   Professor   of   Biblical   Literature.   It   was   a   good   marriage   and   they   were   married   for   50   years  
until   he   died   in1886.   Calvin   Ellis   Stowe   was   an   influential   person   in   Harriet’s   life.   He   encouraged   her   to   write   and   wanted  
her   voice   to   be   heard.   Calvin   felt   that   Harriet   was   smart   and   passionate   and   had   much   to   share   with   her   readers.  

Calvin   Ellis   Stowe   and   Harriet   had   six   children   and   soon   began   to   have   money   problems.   They   needed   more  
money   to   support   their   large   family.   In   school   Harriet   was   the   editor   of   the   school   newspaper   and   she   loved   to   write  
essays,   poems,   and   stories.   Her   first   book   was   a   geography   book   for   children   and   she   won   a   $50   first   prize   in   a   literary  
contest.   In   1843   Harper   Brothers   published   a   collection   of   Harriet’s   stories.   People   were   beginning   to   notice   her   writing.  

In   1849   tragedy   struck   Harriet   and   Calvin.   There   was   a   cholera   epidemic   and   they   lost   their   18   month   old   son  
Charlie.   They   were   both   griefstricken.   The   loss   of   their   child   deeply   affected   Harriet.   She   gained   empathy   and   had   a   real  
understanding   of   the   what   slave   mothers   were   feeling   when   their   children   were   sold   off   to   different   plantation   owners.   She  
hated   even   the   idea   of   it.  

Thinking   in   the   19th   Century  
During   the   19th   century   people’s   attitudes   were   very   different   than   they   are   today.   Women   were   not   allowed   to  

vote,   own   property,   or   voice   an   opinion   in   public.   Harriet   Beecher   Stowe   was   lucky   to   have   the   support   of   both   her   father  
and   husband   who   encouraged   her   to   write   and   speak   out.  

Slavery   was   an   accepted   practice   and   was   thought   to   be   necessary   by   many   people.   How   else   could   a   plantation  
owner   possibly   afford   to   run   a   large   farm?   The   owners   needed   the   slaves   to   do   the   overwhelming   workload.   Owners   could  
not   afford   to   hire   that   help   and   did   not   want   to   give   up   the   free   labor.   Harriet   Beecher   Stowe,   with   all   of   her   early   training,  
became   convinced   that   she   had   to   do   something   to   help   those   who   were   not   being   treated   kindly   and   fairly.   

The   more   Harriet   Beecher   Stowe   learned   about   the   actual   treatment   of   slaves,   the   more   she   was   convinced   she  
needed   to   be   an   ardent   abolitionist,   someone   who   wanted   slavery   to   end.   She   wanted   to   expose   the   real   story   of   how   the  
treatment   of   slaves   was   unjust,   inhumane   and   just   not   acceptable   in   a   civilized   society.   Members   of   a   slave’s   family   were  
sold   and   transported   away   from   their   families.   Slaves   were   beaten   for   minor   infractions,   and   given   absolutely   no   choices  
in   how   they   would   live   their   lives.   Things   had   to   change.   Attitudes   had   to   change.  

Uncle   Tom’s   Cabin  
Harriet   expressed   her   feelings   by   writing   a   story   about   slavery,   an   ugly,   truth-be-told   story.   She   wanted   to   “awaken  

sympathy   and   feeling   for   the   African   race.”   A   passionate   Harriet   Beecher   Stowe   wrote   a   prolific   book   that   made   her  
famous.   Uncle   Tom’s   Cabin   is   the   story   of   an   old   slave   named   Tom   and   his   brutal,   oppressive   owner   Simon   Legree.   In  
one   graphic   scene,   two   runaway   slaves   are   missing   and   Simon   Legree   is   furious.   He   demands   that   Tom   tell   him   where  
the   missing   slaves   are   hiding.   When   Tom   refuses   again   and   again,   Simon   Legree   beats   him   to   death.   Readers   were  
horrified   at   the   brutality.   

Uncle   Tom’s   Cabin   was   a   blockbuster.   It   was   first   published   in   1851   and   became   a   best   seller   that   exacerbated   a  
great   divide   in   America   between   the   abolitionists   who   wanted   slavery   to   end   and   slave   owners   who   felt   they   did   not   have  
enough   money   to   survive   without   the   slaves.   Uncle   Tom’s   Cabin,   the   very   graphic,   tell-all   book,   shocked   many   people.   Its  
author   had   exposed   the   brutal   treatment   of   slaves   that   could   no   longer   be   ignored.   Before   the   book   was   published   many  
people   rationalized   that   slaves   didn’t   have   it   so   bad.   After   all,   pro-slavery   people   said,   slaves   were   uneducated   and  
unqualified   for   most   jobs.   No   one   would   hire   them   anyway.   They   had   no   where   else   to   go.   As   slaves   they   had   a   place   to  
work   and   receive   housing   and   food   in   return,   but   pro-slavery   people   did   not   care   what   the   slaves   thought.   

Through   Tom’s   character   Harriet   Beecher   Stowe   captured   the   human   suffering   side   of   slavery   and   how   inhumane  
it   was.   She   clearly   demonstrated   that   slaves   had   the   same   feelings   as   other   people.   They   felt   joy   and   pain   just   like  
everyone   else.   They   loved   their   children   and   family   life   was   important   to   them.   After   reading   the   book,   many   Americans  
were   no   longer   able   to   deny   the   inhumanity   of   slavery,   and   were   becoming   sympathetic   to   the   slaves.   Although   angry  
critics   accused   Stowe   of   exaggerating   the   facts,   a   movement   to   abolish   slavery   had   been   started.   Americans   on   both  
sides   of   the   slavery   debate   were   irate.   Vicious   fighting     broke   out.   The   stage   had   been   set   for   the   Civil   War.   Ten   years   after  
Uncle   Tom’s   Cabin   was   published,   the   Civil   War   began   on   April   12,   1861.  

 
 



1)   In   the   mid   1800s   many   people   were   unhappy   about   slavery.   Many   just   talked   among   themselves.  
Why   do   you   think   Harriet   Beecher   Stowe   felt   she   had   to   write   articles   and   books   about   it?  
________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________   

2)   Why   or   why   not   is   it   surprising   that   Harriet   Beecher   Stowe   created   a   character   like   Simon   Legree  
who   was   so   angry   and   brutal   that   readers   became   very   upset   and   angry?  
________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________   

3)   How   do   you   think   the   abolitionists   were   treated   by   people   who   were   proslavery?   Do   you   think   the  
pro-slavery   people   were   respectful   of   others’   opinions?  
________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Day   32   Reread   Harriet   Beecher   Stowe’s   biography.   Underline   the   following   words   in   the   text   &   define.   

 



 
 
 
Day   33  Fact   or   Opinion  
 
Directions  
1.   Read   the   statements.  
2.   Decide   if   the   statement   is   a   fact   or   an   opinion.  
3.   If   the   statement   is   a   fact,   circle   it.   If   it   is   opinion,   cross   it   out.  
 

Harriet   Beecher   Stowe’s   upbringing   influenced   her   to   help  
those   less   fortunate   than   herself.  

 
The   slaves   didn’t   have   it   so   bad   because   as   slaves   they   had   a  

place   to   work   and   receive   housing   and   food   in   return.  
 

Harriet   Beecher   Stowe   was   an   abolitionist  
who   thought   slavery   should   end.  

 
  When   Harriet   Beecher   Stowe   wrote   Uncle   Tom’s   Cabin   she  

knew   it   would   cause   a   great   divide   in   America.  
 

No   one   should   write   a   book   as   upsetting   as   Uncle   Tom’s   Cabin  
was   to   Americans   in   1851.  

 
When   Uncle   Tom’s   Cabin   was   published   in   1851   Americans  

were   faced   with   the   harsh   realities   of   slavery.  
 
Day   34           Reread   the   biography   and   complete   the   following.  
 
Draw   a   concept   web   for   Harriet   Beecher   Stowe   on   the   back   of   this   sheet   or   a   piece   of   blank   paper.  
Place   her   name   in   a   circle   in   the   middle.   Draw   6   circles   around   the   main   circle   connected   with   a   line.   In  
each   circle   list   one   thing   you   learned   or   one   characteristic   of   Harriet   Beecher   Stowe.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



Day   35   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. What   can   you   tell   about   Ms.   Truth   by   looking   at   this   photo?   Can   you   tell   what   kind   of   accomplishents  
she   made   in   her   lifetime?  
 
 

2. What   did   you   notice   first   about   the   photograph?   Why?  
 

3. After   studying   this   photo,   what   do   you   want   to   learn   more   about?  
 

4. Imagine   hearing   Ms.   Truth   Speak.   What   things   might   she   have   said?  
 
 


