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Victory   Gardens  

Read   this   excerpt   from   the   New   York   Times.  

  “The   victory   garden   movement   began   during   World   War   I   and   called   on   Americans   to   grow  
food   in   whatever   spaces   they   could   —   rooftops,   fire   escapes,   empty   lots,   backyards.   It  
maintained   that   there   was   nothing   more   valuable   than   self-sufficiency,   than   working   a   little   land,  
no   matter   how   small,   and   harvesting   your   own   eggplant   and   tomatoes.”  

Link   for   the   full   article  
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/25/dining/victory-gardens-coronavirus.html  

Read   this   excerpt   from   history.com.   

“Throughout   both   world   wars,   the   Victory   Garden    campaign    served   as   a   successful   means   of  
boosting    morale ,   expressing    patriotism ,   safeguarding   against   food   shortages   on   the   home   front,  
and   easing   the    burden    on   the   commercial   farmers   working    arduously    to   feed   troops   and   civilians  
overseas.   In   1942,   roughly   15   million   families   planted   victory   gardens;   by   1944,   an   estimated   20  
million   victory   gardens   produced   roughly   8   million   tons   of   food—which   was   the   equivalent   of  
more   than   40   percent   of   all   the   fresh   fruits   and   vegetables   consumed   in   the   United   States.  
Although   the   government’s   promotion   of   victory   gardens   ended   with   the   war,   a   renaissance  
movement   has   sprouted   up   in   recent   years   in   support   of   self-sufficiency   and   eating   seasonally   to  
improve   health   through   local,   organic   farming   and   sustainable   agriculture.”  

Link   for   the   full   article  

https://www.history.com/news/americas-patriotic-victory-gardens  

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/25/dining/victory-gardens-coronavirus.html
https://www.history.com/news/americas-patriotic-victory-gardens
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A   poster   from   the   Minneapolis   Defense   Council   urged   planting.  
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Arts  

Math  Social   Studies  Science  

Day   26  In   the   first  
reading   excerpt  
from   the   New  
York   Times,   the  
word  
self-sufficiency  
was   used.   What  
does   this   word  
mean   as   it   is  
used   in   the  
excerpt?    Why  
was  
self-sufficiency   so  

Using   the  
excerpts:   What  
percentage   of   all  
fruits   and  
vegetables  
consumed   did   the  
Victory   gardens  
produce?   What  
percentage   did  
they   not  
produce?  
How   many   years  
have   passed  

Read   the   excerpts  
aloud   to   a  
parent/guardian.  
What   have   you  
learned   from   the  
text?    What   did  
your   parent   learn?  
 
I   learned   _____  
from   the   text.    My  
parent   learned  
_____from   the  
text.  

Ecosystem-   All  
the   living   and  
nonliving   things  
in   an   area.   
 
Draw   and   label  
a   garden,   flower  
bed,   or   yard  
ecosystem.  
Give   very  
descriptive  
details.   
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valuable   at   war  
time?    Why   would  
self-sufficiency  
be   valuable   at   a  
time   like   today  
during   the  
Corona   Virus  
Pandemic?    You  
may   use  
dictionary.com   or  
another   resource  
to   look   up   the  
meaning   of  
self-sufficiency.   

since   these  
gardens   were  
introduced?   
How   many   tons  
of   produce   did  
each   garden  
produce?  

 

Day   27  After   reading   the  
second   excerpt  
from   history.com,  
define   the   five  
underlined   words  
as   they   are   used  
in   the   sentence:  
campaign,  
morale,  
patriotism,  
burden,   &  
arduously.   --   use  
dictionary.com,   a  
smartphone,   or   a  
paper   dictionary  
as   needed...  

Design   your   own  
Victory   garden.  
Find   a   spot   in  
your   yard   (not   too  
big)   and   measure  
it   using   your   own  
feet.   Measure   the  
how   long   and  
how   wide.   Make  
sure   to   write   it  
down.   Then   find  
the   total   area.  
Draw   it   out   on  
paper   making  
sure   to   label   the  
sides.   A=   _   x   _  

The   victory  
gardens   were   a  
sign   of  
patriotism,   or  
support   for   your  
country,     during  
World   War   1   and  
World   War   2.  
What   are   some  
symbols/acts    of  
patriotism   we  
have   today?   
 
(Name   3-5;  
many   we   have  
studied   in   class)  

Go   on   a   bug  
hunt.    You   can  
look   in   your  
garden,   flower  
bed,   or   yard.  
Write   the   names  
(if   known)   of  
each   bug   and  
draw   a   picture   of  
each.   Write   what  
you   think   is    the  
niche   (role/job)  
of   each   bug.  
Why   do   you   think  
bugs   are  
important?  

Day   28  
 

In   one   half   to   a  
full   page,   explain  
why   you   think   the  
government  
would   encourage  
a   “Victory   Garden  
Contest”.    Begin  
with   your   topic  
statement,   3  
reasons   for,   and  
end   with   your  
conclusion.  

It   takes   ½   lb   of  
potatoes   to   feed  
an   average  
person.   If   a  
garden   produces  
50   lbs   of   potatoes  
for   the   season.  
How   many   days  
would   your   actual  
family   be   able   to  
eat   potatoes   from  
that   garden?   Use  
pictures,  
diagrams   or  
whatever   you  
need   to   show  
your   work.   Label  

Draw   a   picture  
for   each  
symbol/act   of  
patriotism   you  
wrote   down  
yesterday.   

Now   that   you  
have   observed   a  
nature  
ecosystem   draw  
a   picture   of   a  
food   chain   that  
could   be   in   the  
Victory   Garden.  
Label   each  
picture   as   either  
a   producer   or  
consumer.    Label  
each   consumer  
as   either   an  
herbivore,  
omnivore,   or  
carnivore.   
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you   answer.   

Day   29  In   a   complete  
paragraph,  
explain   the  
idioms   from   the  
poster   and   from  
the   2nd   article   :  
“Grow   Vitamins  
At   Your   Kitchen  
Door”;   &   “    a  
renaissance  
movement   has  
sprouted   up   in  
recent   years”.  

It   takes   2   lbs   of  
seed   potatoes   to  
plant   a   10   ft   row.  
How   many  
pounds   of   seed  
potatoes   would  
you   need   to   plant  
a   garden   that   is  
10   ft   by   15   ft?  
Explain   your  
answer.   

Analyze   the  
poster   above,  
and   answer   the  
following  
questions.   
 
Why   do   you   think  
the   poster   has   a  
woman    on   it   and  
not   a    man    to  
represent   the  
victory   gardens?  
What   were   the  
gardens   having  
“victory”   over?   
 
Consider   what  
was   going   on   in  
the   world   during  
this   time   period,  
and   refer   back   to  
the   excerpts   if  
needed.  

What   do   you  
know   about  
seeds?    Do   you  
know   how   to  
plant   a   seed?  
What   do   you  
need   to   make   a  
seed   grow?  
Write   your  
responses   on   a  
piece   of   paper.    If  
you   don’t   know  
the   answers   to  
these   questions  
ask   a   grown   up.  
Write   their  
responses   on   a  
piece   of   paper.  
(You   will   use   this  
information   later  
for   a   lab.)   

Day   30  Design   a   modern  
day    poster  
encouraging  
others   to   grow  
their   own   “Corona  
Victory   Garden”  
related   to   today’s  
current   world  
events.  
G.T.   Students    may  
choose   to   plant  
their   own   “Corona  
Victory   Garden”,  
and   send   pictures  
of   your   work   to   my  
Google   Classroom,  
email,   and/or   the  
counselor’s  
Facebook   page.  
This   garden   can   be  
as   small   as   started  
in   an   egg   carton   to  
as   large   as   a   family  
garden.  

Using   the  
information   from  
Day   29:   If   every  
10   ft   row   of  
potatoes   can  
yield   about   40  
lbs   of   potatoes,  
how   many   total  
pounds   of  
potatoes   would  
your   garden  
yield?    How  
many   days   can  
your   family   eat  
potatoes   from  
your   garden?  
This   is   a  
multistep  
problem.  

Think   back   to   the  
French   and  
Indian   War   and  
the  
Revolutionary  
War.   Do   you  
think   Victory  
Gardens   would  
have   been   useful  
during   either   of  
these   wars?   Yes  
or   No?   Explain  
your   reasoning  
in   3-5   sentences.   

Go   on   a   nature  
scavenger   hunt  
to   find   different  
types   of   seeds  
from   various  
plants.    Make   a  
list   of   all   that   you  
find.    (We   will  
use   some   of  
these   seeds   in  
next   week's  
science   lessons.)  
 

 


