
Instructor:  Mrs. Lauren Smith               Planning Period:  6th period 
Location:  Lamar High School 120      Email: lauren.smith@lamarwarriors.org 
 

 
 

Class Syllabus 2018-2019 

 
 
Materials Needed:  
 

 One three-ring binder (1.5-2”)  with college rule, loose leaf paper 
 Composition book    
 Page dividers 
 Pens and pencils 
 Box of tissue (optional) 
 Wipes (optional) 

 
Mrs. Smith’s Rules 

1. Be on time and on task. 
2. Keep personal electronics put away. 
3. Respect the teacher, classroom, and other students.  
4. Follow directions.  
5. Be positive!  

 
…………………Daily Procedures…………….. 

 Bring your AR book EVERY DAY.   

 Come into the classroom QUIETLY and begin your bell work. 

 Check the white board for daily agenda/assignments. 

 Submit your homework in the proper tray in the back of the room.   
 

 
Classroom Policies and Expectations: In addition to the rules set forth by the Lamar Student 
Handbook, this classroom will operate under the following guidelines: 
 
Homework Policy:   
Students are expected to turn all work in on time for full credit.  In most cases, students have 
more than one day to complete assigned tasks and are given countless reminders to do so. As 
such, no late work will be accepted! All assignments should be turned into the homework tray, 
unless other directions are given (e.g. submission though Google). Homework is considered late 
if it is not in the homework tray by 3:15. 
 
Absentee & Tardy Policy: 
*Students are allowed 8 unexcused absences before loss of credit occurs.   
*Students are permitted to have 6 parent notes per semester. 
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* Students will be counted tardy if they arrive within the first 15 minutes of class or leave within 
the last 15 minutes of class.    
 
If a student is absent, it is their responsibility to collect missed work. Students should check the 
white board and their planner for what they missed and speak to me for specific handouts and 
instructions. Students have one day per excused absence to make up their work as per the 
Lamar Student Handbook. Missed tests and quizzes must be made up within five school days of 
the absences at the teacher’s discretion.  Large projects, essays, and exams will be announced 
well in advance of their due date; therefore, students will be expected to have those 
assignments ready to turn in on their next day in class.   
 
 
Grading Policy: 
Students will have regular class assignments, tests, and projects to complete. Some classroom 
activities and discussions will be graded as participation.   Grades are figured using total points.  
 
Accelerated Reader (AR):   
Just as in past years, students will be required to read independently in order to obtain AR 
points.  Students need 25 AR points per nine weeks and those points will count as a test grade.  
Students will only be able to test during their class period and they may only test on books in 
their reading log (more details to come).   
  
                                                          AR Deadlines for sophomores 
               *October 10th      *December 12th        * March 13th        * Final Deadline TBA 
 
 
Academic Integrity: 
Students shall not misrepresent examination materials, writing, research assignments, or 
homework as their own. If a student is caught cheating, he/she will receive a zero on the 
assignment and will be sent to ISD.  Remember: Aiding a cheater is considered cheating! 
 
 
Bathroom Passes/Leaving Class:  
Students are expected to use the bathrooms before or after class, but I realize that once in a 
while this is not possible.  Students will be allowed three bathroom passes per semester to be 
used as needed.  If bathroom passes are not used, they may be turned in at the end of the 
semester for five points of extra credit each.   
 
Please note:  Under no circumstances are students allowed to leave class without permission 
and a pass.  Truancy is automatically five days in ISD.   
 
Computer Use Chrome Book Policy: 
Being able to use Chrome Books and other school technology in class is an exciting and 
wonderful educational opportunity.  That being said, students are expected to use them 
responsibly and appropriately at all times.  Improper use of Chrome Books or computers 
(accessing inappropriate material, playing games in class, etc…) will result in disciplinary action 
as per Lamar Student Handbook. 
 
 



 
 
HAC Policy: 
Parents are encouraged to sign up for HAC and use it on a regular basis to check on your child’s 
progress.  Should you have a question about a grade, I would respectfully ask that you adhere 
to the following protocol in the order listed. 

 Speak to your child first.  They know the most about their assignments and why they 
received a certain grade. 

 Have your child speak to me for clarification if necessary. 

 If there are still concerns, please send me an e-mail and I will get back to you in a timely 
manner. 

Although I do update grades every Tuesday, some assignments take longer than others to 
grade.  I very much appreciate your patience. 
 

 
Class Outline- First Nine Weeks 
The following is a general pacing plan which may be altered according to time and learning 
needs. Each student receives a planner at the first of the week which details the specific 
assignments and due dates.  
 

 Monday- Vocabulary & Grammar  

 Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday—Literature focus  

o Students will complete various tasks in response to reading selections.  These 

tasks will include study questions, writing prompts, group discussions, and 

reading quizzes 

 Friday- Vocabulary quiz, library day, DEAR (Drop Everything And Read)  

 

 
Reading selctions: 

 “Everyday Use” by Alice Walker   

 “Civil Peace” by Chinua Achebe 

 “Catch the Moon” by Judith Ortiz Cofer 

 “The Boar Hunt” by Jose Vasconcelos  

 Novel: Anthem by Ayn Rand 

o Students will complete a project upon completion of the novel.   

 

Writing focus: 

 Reflective and narrative  

 

Grammar focus:  To be decided based on data from student pre-assessment  

 

 

 

 



 

Return to Mrs. Smith for 10 points! 

 

PLEASE PRINT AS NEATLY AS POSSIBLE* 

 
____________________________________ 
Student Name 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Name #1 
 
____________________________________ 
Work # 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Name #2 
 
____________________________________ 
Work # 
 

____________________________________ 
Home Phone # 
 
 
____________________________________ 
E-mail address 
 
____________________________________ 
Cell # 
 
 
____________________________________ 
E-mail address 
 
____________________________________ 
Cell

 
*Please put a star next to the best way(s) to reach you during the school day. 

 
 
Is there a computer available at home?   Are you able to log-on to the Internet? 
 
 YES          NO      YES          NO 
 
  
Is there anything that would be helpful for me to know? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I have read this syllabus with my son/daughter and we have discussed and understand all of 
the policies and procedures. 
 
____________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature 
                

___________________________________ 
Student Signature   

 
_____________________________________ 
Date
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