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Plan Overview 

This document focuses on steps that the district will take to plan for prevention, mitigation, and 

response to positive COVID-19 cases on campuses and district facilities. This plan is not a one-

size-fits-all response in the event of a positive case – e.g., campus closure for a certain number 

of days. Instead, the response is: 

 Coordinated with local public health entities 

 Based in the scientific understanding of how the virus spreads; and 

 Communicated transparently and matter-of-factly with relevant parties. 

The decision about how to respond in a particular case will depend on the number of 

individuals with whom the infected individual had close contact and the next steps that the 

school must take in coordination with public health entities. 

Key Concepts Overview 
The following are key concepts that relate to this plan. Understanding these terms and concepts give 

school system leaders the framework needed to determine what steps to take in the event of a positive 

COVID-19 test. 

 Symptoms 

 Close Contact 

 Screening 

 Case Investigation 

 Contact Tracing 

 Staying Home 

 Self-Isolation 

Symptoms 
In evaluating whether an individual has symptoms consistent with COVID-19, any of the following 

symptoms indicate a possible COVID-19 infection: 

 Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit 

 Loss of taste or smell 

 Cough 

 Difficulty breathing 

 Shortness of breath 

 Fatigue 

 Headache 

 Chills 

 Sore throat 

 Congestion or runny nose 

 Shaking or exaggerated shivering 

 Significant muscle pain or ache 

 Diarrhea 

 Nausea or vomiting  
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Close Contact 
Close contact is defined as: 

 Being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on); or 

 being within 6 feet for a largely uninterrupted or sustained extended contact period throughout 

the course of a day of approximately 15 minutes; however, additional factors like case/contact 

masking (i.e., both the infectious individual and the potential close contact have been 

consistently and properly masked), vaccine status, ventilation, presence of dividers, and case 

symptomology may affect this determination.;  

Either (a) or (b) defines close contact if it occurred during the infectious period of the case, defined 

as two days prior to symptom onset to 10 days after symptom onset. In the case of asymptomatic 

individuals who are test-confirmed with COVID-19, the infectious period is defined as two days prior 

to the confirming test and continuing for 10 days following the confirming test.  

Close contacts will follow the stay at home protocol as outlined by the CDC. COVID-19 testing for 

close contacts is not necessary, as negative test results can occur at any time while the virus is 

incubating. The role of schools in identifying close contacts is to provide relevant information to 

local health departments, not to determine close contacts in the absence of public health guidance. 

Screening 
Screening is an activity that campuses conduct to identify and temporarily exclude from campus those 

who may have been exposed to COVID, in an effort to keep the virus out of campuses. 

Screening can be accomplished by asking questions via electronic methods, by phone, and/or in person 

to determine that individuals: 

 Are not test-confirmed with COVID-19 

 Do not themselves have COVID-19 symptoms 

 Have not come into close contact with an individual who is test-confirmed with COVID-19 

Schools have the ability to prevent anyone who either does not complete or does not pass screening 

from entering their campus. More information on screening protocols is included in this plan. 

Case Investigation 
Case investigations involve discussions with a COVID-19-positive individual to determine who may have 

spread and/or been infected and how that spread may have occurred. 

Contact Tracing 
Contact tracing is the identification of individuals who have been exposed as close contacts to COVID-19 

and are as a result possibly infected themselves, but pre-symptomatic. Case investigation and contact 

tracing will be conducted by the local health entity. If an infected individual was on campus during the 

infectious period, school personnel will need to provide information to inform the case investigation and 

contact tracing process. 

Staying Home 
For individuals who are close contacts to individuals who tested positive, a 14-day stay-at-home period 

was previously advised by the CDC based on the incubation period of the virus.  

3/6/2021 
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As of December 2, 2020, the CDC amended their guidance to allow two shorter options for the stay-at-

home period. Based on current CDC guidance, the stay-at-home period can end for individuals 

experiencing no symptoms: 

 On Day 10 after close contact exposure without testing,  

 On Day 7 after close contact exposure and after receiving a negative test result (administered at 

least 5 days after the last close contact) 

If individuals return to school from these shorter stay-at-home windows, they should regularly monitor 

themselves for symptoms to ensure they remain symptom-free and take appropriate precautions (e.g., 

more consistent mask usage) for the duration of the 14-day incubation period.  

Finally, the CDC has also advised that critical infrastructure services—which includes schools—may 

permit close contact staff members who are asymptomatic to continue to work in select instances when 

it is necessary to preserve school operations. Per the CDC, this option should be used only in limited 

circumstances. When using this option, school systems may consider adding additional protocols to 

increase monitoring for these individuals, which might include the use of COVID-19 tests (e.g., on Day 3 

and/or Day 7 after the close contact exposure).  

Taking into account all of the above, Dumas ISD may apply any of the following stay-at-home periods to 

those individuals who are identified as close contacts, in the absence of specific control orders issued by 

their local health authority regarding the identified individuals. Specifically, the stay-at-home period can 

be: 

 10 days after the last close contact, so long as they continue to monitor themselves daily for 

symptoms and take appropriate precautions through day 14 

 7 days after the last close contact, after receiving a negative test result (administered at least 5 

days after the last close contact), so long as they continue to monitor themselves daily for 

symptoms and take appropriate precautions through day 14 

 For staff who are necessary to preserve school operations, the district can choose not to require 

any stay-at-home period, so long as the affected staff continue to monitor themselves daily for 

symptoms and take appropriate precautions through day 14, and will consider the use of rapid 

tests for these individuals 

 14 days after the last close contact 

Self-Isolation 
Self-isolation is used to separate people infected with COVID19 (including those who are sick with the 

virus and those with no symptoms) from people who are not infected. People who are in isolation 

should stay home until it’s safe for them to be around others. In the home, anyone sick or infected 

should separate themselves from others by staying in a specific “sick room” or area and using a separate 

bathroom (if available). Self-isolation allows individuals who may have been infected with COVID-19 to 

recover while trying not to infect others. Based on medical professionals’ understanding of how long an 

individual is infectious after fever and other symptoms disappear, any individuals who themselves 

either: (a) are test-confirmed to have COVID-19; or (b) experience the symptoms of COVID-19 (listed 

below) must stay at home throughout the infection period, and cannot return to campus until the 

school system screens the individual to determine any of the below conditions for campus re-entry have 

been met: 



Published 08/03/2020   Revised 03/09/2021 
 

5 | P a g e  
 

 In the case of an individual who is symptomatic and is diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual 

may return to school when all three of the following criteria are met: 

o at least one day (24 hours) has passed since recovery (resolution of fever without the 

use of fever-reducing medications); 

o the individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); and 

o at least ten days have passed since the date the positive test was administered. 

 In the case of an individual that is asymptomatic but has received a positive COVID-19 test 

result, the individual may not return to the campus until ten days have passed since the date the 

positive test was administered. 

 If the individual has tested positive for COVID-19 and believes the test was a false positive, and 

wants to return to school before completing the above stay at home period, the individual must 

either (a) obtain a medical professional’s note clearing the individual for return based on an 

alternative diagnosis, though for health privacy reasons the note does not need to indicate what 

the alternative diagnosis is, or (b) obtain two PCR acute infection tests (at a physician’s office, 

approved testing location, or other site) at least 24 hours apart that come back negative for 

COVID-19.  

 In the case of an individual who has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and who is not evaluated 

by a medical professional or tested for COVID-19, such individual is assumed to have COVID-19, 

and the individual may return to school when all three of the following criteria are met: 

o at least one day (24 hours) has passed since recovery (resolution of fever without the 

use of fever-reducing medications); 

o the individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); and 

o at least ten days have passed since the date the symptoms first appeared. 

 If the individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to 

school before completing the above stay at home period, the individual must 

either (a) obtain a medical professional’s note clearing the individual for return 

based on an alternative diagnosis, though for health privacy reasons the note 

does not need to indicate what the alternative diagnosis is, or (b) obtain an 

acute infection test (at a physician’s office, approved testing location, or other 

site) that comes back negative for COVID-19. 

 

Stay Home Vs. Self-Isolation 

Purpose of this period is to prevent pre-
symptomatic or asymptomatic individuals 
from spreading the virus  

 Asks individuals to stay at home, but no 
further precaution required  

 Applies to close contacts of confirmed 
positive individuals  

 Individuals don’t have symptoms, but 
they have been identified as having a 
higher likelihood that they may have 
the virus  

 Duration lasts for 14 days from close 
contact  

 Purpose of this period is to prevent 
symptomatic/ test-confirmed 
individuals from spreading the virus 

 Asks individuals to stay at home and stay 
isolated while at home, encourages others 
in home to wear masks, disinfect frequently 

 Applies to individuals who are symptomatic 
and/or test-confirmed 
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 There is no need to get a test, because 
the individual could be incubating the 
virus until the 14-day incubation period 
ends regardless of result 
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Prevention Measures 

Teacher and Staff Screening 
Teachers and staff must self-screen daily for COVID-19 symptoms and for close contact with any 

individual who is test-confirmed to have COVID-19. 

 Symptoms and close contact are defined in this plan document. 

 Teachers and staff should take their temperature each day as part of this self-screen. 

 Teachers and staff should notify designated campus COVID-19-point person or department 

supervisor if they are test-confirmed with COVID-19, experience symptoms, or have been in 

close contact an individual who is test-confirmed. 

 The point person on campus or the department supervisor will use the screening data collection 

system to track those who did not pass the screening and determine the day when they will be 

eligible to return to campus, determined by when they meet criteria to return to campus as 

outlined in this plan under “stay at home” and “self-isolation” procedures 

 Teachers and staff will receive notice of screening requirements.  

Visitor Screening 
Campuses must screen all individuals who come onto campus. This includes parents, guardians, or 

caregivers who share a student’s household. 

 Campuses will designate a secure area for visitors to complete screening before allowing them 

to proceed onto campus such as a vestibule or hallway area near a campus entrance. 

 Campuses will designate one public entry, if possible, to facilitate ease of screening. 

 Campuses will have signage and procedures in place to encourage visitors to maintain social 

distance while awaiting screening. 

 Campuses will assign a staff member to collect screening information from visitors. 

 The Visitor Screener will solicit the visitor’s name and response to whether the individual 

experienced 1) any COVID-19 symptoms or 2) close-contact with a test confirmed individual. 

 Visitors who do not pass or are not willing to complete the screener may be temporarily 

prohibited from being on the campus. 

 Results for “did not pass” screenings must be retained until the visitor meets criteria to return to 

campus, if they choose to do so. “Did not pass” screening data must then be destroyed. 

Student Screening 
Parents must ensure they do not send a child to school on campus if the child has COVID-19 symptoms 

or a positive COVID-19 test.  

 Symptoms and close contact are defined in this plan document. 

 A Self-Screener will be shared with students to take home and utilize on the first day of school. 

 Parents should notify designated campus COVID-19-point person if their child is test-confirmed 

with COVID-19, experiencing symptoms, or has been in close contact to an individual who is 

test-confirmed. 

 The point person on campus will use the screening data collection system to track those who did 

not pass the screening and determine the day when they will be eligible to return to campus, 
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determined by when they meet criteria to return to campus as outlined in this plan under “stay 

at home” and “self-isolation” procedures 

School Transportation 
Bus transportation will continue to be provided for all who qualify.  Bus transportation will be offered; 

however, the standard number of transported students compromises the ability to socially distance. For 

this reason, all students utilizing bus transportation will be encouraged to utilize face coverings. 

Families are required to provide these for their students. 

Enhanced Health Safety Procedures: 

 Dumas ISD encourages all families, with the ability to do so, to transport their children to and 

from school. 

 Before entering the bus, each student will be instructed with specific safety protocols (i.e. seat 

assignment) to maximize physical distance while on the buses 

 When possible, siblings or students residing in the same household will be seated together 

 Hand sanitizer will be available on each bus and students will use the hand sanitizer upon entry 

to the bus 

 All bus drivers and monitors will be encouraged to wear appropriate face coverings 

 All students will be encouraged to wear face coverings. Families are required to provide these 

for their students. 

 When possible, windows and roof vents will be opened while the bus is operating to increase 

the fresh air flow through the bus. Buses equipped with air conditioners will continue to be used 

in conjunction with the open windows. 

 Bus stop locations may change from previous years in some areas to reflect the actual students 

who are utilizing bus service. As a result, some locations may require a student to walk to a 

different bus stop. 

 Buses will be thoroughly cleaned after each trip, focusing on high touch surfaces such as bus 

seats, steering wheels, knobs, and door handles. During cleaning, windows will be open to allow 

for additional ventilation and airflow. 

 Each bus will be sanitized between routes and Transportation staff members will be trained in 

proper sanitizing procedures 

  

3/9/2021 
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Response Measures 

Identifying Impact of COVID-19 Positive Individual on Campus 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notification Protocols for Test-Confirmed Case 
Campuses will notify all teachers, staff, and student families if any person who participates in campus 

activities is test-confirmed to have COVID-19. Notification steps include: 

 Campus will immediately contact the Local Health Authorities 

 Campus will notify student families, teachers, and staff in writing of the presence of a test-

confirmed case using the Notification of Confirmed COVID-19 Case on Campus letter. 

Notification will also be sent home with students. 

Cleaning Protocols for Test-Confirmed Case 
In addition to normal cleaning procedures, additional cleaning protocols will be taken on any campus 

that has a positive COVID-19 case. 

 If 7 days or less since the individual with positive case was on campus, immediately close off 

areas that were heavily used by this person. 

o Keep those areas closed off until the non-porous (hard) surfaces are disinfected. 

 Prepare an area on campus appropriate for students and teachers to continue learning if their 

primary location must be closed off for disinfecting during an ongoing school day. This will 

reduce the need for school closures. 

 A Beginning of Year Notification Letter will be utilized to inform teachers, staff, and student 

families of the cleaning protocols taken to keep campus facilities safe for use. 

Individual 

presents 

symptoms 

on campus 

Individual 

presents 

symptoms 

off 

campus 

Individual 

is tested 

Results are 

reported to 

public 

health 

and/or 

individual 

reports 

results to 

school 

School and 

public 

health work 

together to 

identify 

next steps 

Public Health 

conducts case 

investigation 

School provides 

information 

needed for case 

investigation 

Public Health  

and/or School 

District 

identifies and 

notifies close 

contacts 

School 

conducts all 

other aspects 

of stakeholder 

communication 

POSITIVE 

NEGATIVE 
Once individual has a negative acute infection test, or doctor’s 

note indicating alternate diagnosis, they can return to on campus 

school. 
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Isolation Protocols for Test-Confirmed Case 
A teacher, staff member, student or visitor diagnosed with COVID-19 cannot participate in on-campus 

activities. 

 In the case of an individual who was diagnosed with COVID-19 and is symptomatic, the 

individual may return to school when all three of the following criteria are met:  

o At least one day (24 hours) has passed since recovery (resolution of fever without the 

use of fever-reducing medications);  

o The individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); and  

o At least ten days have passed the date the positive test was administered.  

 In the case of an individual that is asymptomatic but has received a positive COVID-19 test 

result, the individual may not return to the campus until ten days have passed since the date the 

positive test was administered.  

 If the individual has tested positive for COVID-19 and believes the test was a false positive, and 

wants to return to school before completing the above stay at home period, the individual must 

either (a) obtain a medical professional’s note clearing the individual for return based on an 

alternative diagnosis, though for health privacy reasons the note does not need to indicate what 

the alternative diagnosis is, or (b) obtain two PCR acute infection tests (at a physician’s office, 

approved testing location, or other site) at least 24 hours apart that come back negative for 

COVID-19. 

 In collaboration with local public health, inform teachers, staff, and student families of potential 

close contact with a COVID-19 case, who follow the Stay At Home protocol. 

Protocol for Symptomatic Individual In School 
A teacher, staff member, student or visitor with COVID-19 symptoms cannot participate in on-campus 

activities. School personnel must take specific steps when a possible COVID-19 case presents on a 

campus. 

 Immediately separate any student who shows COVID-19 symptoms while at school until the 

student can be picked up by a parent or guardian.  

 Notify the parent or guardian of the symptom(s) exhibited, any actions taken by the school (i.e., 

taking student temperature), and the reentry procedure for allowing the student to return to 

campus.  

 Clean the areas used by the individual who shows COVID-19 symptoms while at school as soon 

as feasible. See additional information on cleaning protocols.  

 Work with the school nurse to identify and prepare a location on campus where individuals can 

be safely separated should any exhibit potential symptoms.  

 Prepare a secondary area on campus appropriate for students and teachers to continue learning 

if their primary area must immediately be closed off for disinfecting.  

 A Beginning of Year Notification Letter will be utilized to share the overview of notification 

procedures with teachers, staff, and student families at the start of the school year.  

 In the case of an individual who has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and who is not evaluated 

by a medical professional or tested for COVID-19, such individual is assumed to have COVID-19, 

and the individual may return to school when all three of the following criteria are met:  
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o at least one day (24 hours) has passed since recovery (resolution of fever without the 

use of fever-reducing medications); 

o the individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); and 

o at least ten days have passed since the date the positive test was administered.  

 If the individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to 

school before completing the above stay at home period, the individual must 

either (a) obtain a medical professional’s note clearing the individual for return 

based on an alternative diagnosis, though for health privacy reasons the note 

does not need to indicate what the alternative diagnosis is, or (b) obtain an 

acute infection test (at a physician’s office, approved testing location, or other 

site) that comes back negative for COVID-19. 
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COVID-19 Standard Response Protocol 

 

PREVENTION 

 Health prevention measures are in place. 

 Daily intensive cleaning and frequent cleaning of facilities. 

 Limited visitor access. 

 Face coverings will be based on current Governor’s Mandate. 

 Monitoring virus trends in the community via Texas DSHS in coordination with local 

health officials. 

 Any individual with COVID-19 symptoms must self-isolate throughout the infection 

period, and cannot return to campus until the school system screens the individual to 

determine if criteria for campus re-entry have been met 

 

 

 

In addition to Phase 1 requirements, when there is one or more confirmed case(s) 

of COVID-19 at one campus 

 Notify local health authorities and all teachers, staff, and families of all students at 

affected campus.  

 Affected area is closed for deep cleaning  

 Self-health monitoring and prevention information will be provided 

 Any individual confirmed positive for COVID-19 must self-isolate throughout the 

infection period, and cannot return to campus until all criteria for campus re-entry 

have been met 

 Students in quarantine for COVID-19 will receive virtual instruction 

 Those in close contact of the confirmed COVID-19 positive persons will be asked to 

stay home per CDC guidelines and Texas DSHS guidelines. 

 
 

In addition to Phase 1 and 2 requirements, when active confirmed COVID-19 cases 

is greater than 1 but less than 5% of campus capacity 

 All campus staff and students are notified of the modified operations. 

 Self-health monitoring, prevention information and self-isolate if ill reminders sent to 

all persons at the campus. 

 Affected area is closed for deep cleaning. 

 Those in close contact of the confirmed COVID-19 positive persons will be asked to 

stay home per CDC guidelines and Texas DSHS guidelines. 

 

 
CAMPUS CLOSURE: Active confirmed COVID-19 cases exceed 5% of capacity 

 Entire campus will be closed for one to five days. 

 All students and staff at this campus may return if symptom free upon determination by 

the school district and health authorities. 

 The effected active cases must meet the criteria for return to campus. 

 Those in close contact of the confirmed COVID-19 positive persons will be asked to stay 

home per CDC guidelines and Texas DSHS guidelines. 

 District-wide communication to staff/parents with health monitoring guidance. 

 Extracurricular activities for the campus will be cancelled during this time. 

 
DISTRICT CLOSURE:  Active confirmed COVID-19 cases exceed 5% of student and 

staff count in 3 or more campuses at the same time 

 All DISD campuses close for one to five days.  

 Students may move to virtual learning.  

 Disinfection of all facilities and school buses. 

 All auxiliary areas such as playgrounds and athletic fields are closed. 

 Extracurricular activities for the district will be cancelled during this time. 

 

PHASE 

1 

PHASE 

2 

PHASE 

3 

PHASE 

4 

PHASE 

5 
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Moore County Hospital District Protocols 

COVID-19 Return to School Protocol 

 

09/04/20 
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Moore County Hospital Suspected COVID-19 Protocol -  
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Notification Letters 

NOTIFICATION OF FAILED HEALTH SCREENING 
Based on the information disclosed in response to the COVID-19 Screening, you have not passed the 
campus screening and may not be admitted onto any Dumas ISD facilities at this time, including this 
campus. 

We look forward to welcoming you back once you have completed one of the following methods of 
ensuring you no longer present a risk to our campus community: 

If you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms in a way that is not normal for you: 

1) Option One: 
 You may return once all three of the following criteria are met:  

a) at least one day (24 hours) has passed since recovery (resolution of fever 

without the use of fever-reducing medications) 

b) the individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); 

and  

c) at least ten days have passed since symptoms first appeared. 

Please note that, under this option, the soonest you may return to campus is [DATE 10 days from DATE 

OF ISSUANCE]. 

2) Option Two: 

 Obtain a medical professional’s note clearing you for return based on an alternative 

diagnosis. 

 

3) Option Three: 

 Obtain an acute infection test (at a physician’s office, an approved testing location 

(https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/), or other site) that comes back negative for COVID-

19. 

If you were in close contact with an individual who is test-confirmed to have COVID-19: 

 14 days have passed since the last close contact with the test-confirmed individual. 

Please note that, under this option, the soonest you may return to campus is [DATE 14 days from 

RELEVANT START DATE OF 14-DAY PERIOD]. 

Upon your return to campus, you will be re-screened, and verification of the completion of one of the 

options above will be required. 

Sincerely, 

  

Principal  
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NOTIFICATION OF CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASE ON CAMPUS 
[DATE] 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
In keeping with Dumas ISD’s practices to respond to COVID-19, we are notifying all student families that a 
[STUDENT/STAFF MEMBER/VISITOR] who was test-confirmed to have COVID-19 was present on the campus of 
[CAMPUS NAME] on [LAST DATE OF ATTENDANCE]. Due to privacy requirements, we will not be releasing the 
name of the individual or details that may identify him or her.  
 
We are working closely with the local health department on this matter. After careful review, we have determined 
that the COVID-positive person did not come into contact with students, staff, or areas accessed by students or 
staff. Operations at [CAMPUS] will continue as usual, and we will keep you apprised of further updates.  
OR 
The local health department has begun a case investigation and will contact any individuals determined to be in 
close contact with the infected individual. All students and staff that came into close contact will be directly 
notified no later than [Date / Time]. Those that were in close contact will remain off campus for up to 14 days to 
ensure they do not have the virus, so that there will not be any further spread. We will keep you apprised of 
further updates.  
OR 
To give the local health department time to conduct this investigation and notify those who have potentially been 
infected, as well as clean affected areas, [CAMPUS] will be closed until [DATE]. Students and staff will return to 
campus on [DATE]. We will keep you apprised of further updates.  
 
While we do not have reason to believe that those who were not in close contact with the infected individual have 
reason to be concerned, we ask that you, as always, watch for symptoms of COVID-19.  
 
Any of the following symptoms indicate a possible COVID-19 infection: 

o Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit 
o Loss of taste or smell 
o Cough 
o Difficulty breathing 
o Shortness of breath 
o Fatigue 
o Headache 
o Chills 
o Sore throat 
o Congestion or runny nose 
o Shaking or exaggerated shivering 
o Significant muscle pain or ache 
o Diarrhea 
o Nausea or vomiting 

 
If you or any member of the [CAMPUS] community does begin experiencing any of these symptoms in a way that is 
not typical, we encourage you to contact your physician. We encourage anyone in the [CAMPUS] community who 
is test-confirmed to have COVID-19 to please notify our school by contacting XXXX.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to XXX@XXXX or visit our website at XXX.xxx.  
 
Sincerely,  

Principal  
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NOTIFICATION OF CONFIRMED COVID EXPOSURE 
[DATE] 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

Dumas ISD has been notified that a student who attends [Campus] has tested positive for 
COVID-19. 

Based on the information that we have gathered, it has been determined that your child was in 
close contact to the student who tested positive. Close contact is defined as: 

 Being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on); or 

 Being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes; however, additional factors 
like case/contact masking (i.e., both the infectious individual and the potential close 
contact have been consistently and properly masked), ventilation, presence of dividers, 
and case symptomology may affect this determination;  

Close contacts will follow the stay at home protocol as outlined by the CDC. COVID-19 testing 
for close contacts is not necessary, as negative test results can occur at any time while the virus 
is incubating. Staying home allows individuals who may have been exposed to COVID-19 to 
monitor their symptoms during the period in which they may be infectious. These individuals 
should separate themselves from others outside their home, monitor their health, and follow 
directions from their state or local health entity. Because doctors believe a positive person can 
infect others with COVID-19 for two days prior to experiencing symptoms, and symptoms may 
take 14 days to appear, if an individual is made aware that they are a close contact to someone 
who tested positive for COVID-19, they should immediately begin to stay home and continue to 
do so during the virus incubation period. In most cases, local health entities will notify close 
contacts that they should:  

 Stay home until 14 days after last close contact with confirmed positive COVID-19 
individual  

 Check temperature twice a day and watch for symptoms of COVID-19  
 If possible, stay away from people who are at higher-risk for getting very sick from 

COVID-19 

The end of the 14-day incubation period for anyone possibly exposed on campus to the student 
is [date]. 

Out of an abundance of caution, we advise you to monitor your child’s health, follow the CDC 
guidelines for people who have had close contact and contact your primary care physician if you 
develop symptoms.  

Dumas ISD is continuing to monitor this situation and will provide additional information as 

needed.  We hope for a successful recovery for our student. 

Sincerely, 

Principal 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-prevent-spread.html#_blank
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-prevent-spread.html#_blank

