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Introduction

Perrin-Whitt CISD is looking forward to welcoming students back to school on Wednesday,
August 18th. We have been carefully monitoring the COVID-19 spread and have been in
constant communication with local and state health authorities, The TEA Commissioner of
Education, other superintendents from around the state, and our local school board to determine
the best possible methods for reopening school for the 2021-22 school year.
Despite the challenges with COVID-19, Perrin-Whitt CISD will continue to provide excellent
educational services to our students, which will include both in-person and remote learning
environments.

Communication
The designated communication team regarding all COVID-19 related issues at Perrin-Whitt
CISD will consist of the following personnel. If you have any questions or concerns, please
direct those to our designated team at (940-798-3718 and individual ext.)

Superintendent Cliff Gilmore (#223)

Principal Loren Sell (#225, 229)

Counselor Dianna Gilmore (#239)

Technology Director Bruce Martin (#452)

Athletic Director Ben Staggs (#435)

Food Service Director Lonna Ramsey (#233)
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2021-22 Instructional Models
We believe that it is important for students to be at school with their teachers, friends, and peers
to develop academically and socially.  However, we understand that might not be the best option
for every family. Therefore, we have created two learning models for the upcoming school year.
For the 2021-22 school year, PWCISD will offer both face-to-face and virtual instruction.
Parents may choose which instructional option will work best for their student(s) and family.
Parents will choose one instructional method only. It is important to note that regardless of which
instructional option is selected, grading will return to PWCISD grading policy standards, not the
pass/fail grading system used this past spring.

Face-to-Face Instruction
PWCISD will do its very best to make face-to-face instruction as engaging and as normal as
possible. Students who receive face-to-face instruction will do so in a classroom setting taking
into consideration health recommendations from local, state, and governing agencies.
On July 7, the Texas Education Agency released its public health planning guidance for
reopening school in August for the 2021-22 school year. The District has reviewed this guidance
and has incorporated it into the draft protocols for health screenings, social distancing, and
modification to campus life.

Virtual Instruction
Texas Education Agency Commissioner, Mike Morath, outlined virtual instructional options that
are available for funding during the 2020-21 school year.  PWCISD will provide “asynchronous
instruction.”
(1) Families choosing Virtual Instruction will-- Complete the on-line Google Form located
on the school website.
(2) Once the form is completed/submitted on-line, they will be contacted by a school
administrator to discuss details of Virtual Instruction.

Virtual Asynchronous Instruction
This type of instruction may include real time, various forms of digital and online learning, such
as prerecorded lessons or game-based learning tasks that students complete on their own, and
pre-assigned work as well as formative assessments.
The instructional method must address the required curriculum, per TEC, §28.002.
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Additional Virtual Instruction Information
The District is required to take daily attendance with all instructional options, there will be
mandatory daily check-ins for students who select virtual learning. According to TEA, under an
approved learning plan, students earn daily attendance through various engagement measures.
Based on the guidance from the State, the virtual instructional option will require a higher level
of rigor, workload, and time commitment from the virtual learning that occurred in the spring of
2020.

● Virtual instruction will require support from caring adults at home and within the online
classroom environment. Teachers will lead instruction; however, parents must support
learning from home.

● Virtual instruction will follow the schedule of classes at the student’s home campus
(secondary) or daily time expectations per content area (elementary).

● The virtual instruction schedule will require students to participate in asynchronous
instruction.

● Grading for all virtual courses will follow the same grading policy as the policy for the
face-to-face model on campus.

Virtual Technology and Infrastructure
(1) Families choosing Virtual Instruction will-- Complete the on-line Google Form located
on the school website.
(2) Once the form is completed/submitted on-line, they will be contacted by a school
administrator to discuss details/technology needs for Virtual Instruction.

● Perrin-Whitt CISD is prepared to offer access to a distance technology device.
● The Acceptable Use Policy will be enforced with these devices and a violation of that

policy could result in the denial of use of a school device.
● Should a discipline issue arise during remote virtual instruction, the school reserves the

right to hold the student accountable by revoking the privilege of using a school issued
device. If the student is a transfer, the school reserves the right to deny the student’s
transfer.

● It is the responsibility of the student/parent to ensure that they have adequate bandwidth
and connectivity to be able to successfully participate in remote virtual learning. Please
meet with administrators concerning individual specific needs for virtual technology.
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Guidance for Face-to-Face and Virtual Instruction
Attendance and Enrollment
The information that follows is based on the guidance from the Texas Education Agency.

● Perrin-Whitt CISD will be required to take daily attendance under both learning models.
This means students will have to be present face-to-face and/or logged in and engaged
each day to be counted present for credit purposes.

● Per Texas Education Code (TEC) 25.092, students must attend 90 percent of a course
(with some exceptions) in order to be awarded credit for the course and/or to be promoted
to the next grade. This requirement remains in force during the 2021-22 school year for
both face-to-face and virtual instruction.

● Each student participating in remote virtual instruction will be required to check in daily
with the assigned PWCISD staff to record attendance. Students who do not check in daily
will be counted absent and subject to state mandated truancy laws. The principal will
determine individual plans for virtual student attendance and tutorials.

● Students may change from face-to-face or vice versa on a 3 week interval. Special
circumstances for earlier change will require administrative approval.

Grading Policies
The adopted grading policy for Perrin-Whitt CISD will be the same for both face-to-face and
remote virtual instruction.

Support for Students with Disabilities (Special Education and 504)
● ARD/504 Committees have/will determine the unique needs of each student who receives

special education instruction/504 services. All accommodations will be followed
regardless of the learning environment chosen.

● Progress will be monitored and ARD/504 committees will convene as needed to make
appropriate recommendations to meet the individual needs of students.

Daily Operations
The information that follows is based on guidance from the Texas Education Agency and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
Preparation for Opening of School
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) provides guidance, recommendations,
and resources to assist with plans and protocols for health and safety. Before school re-open,
Perrin-Whitt CISD will implement health and safety procedures that include:

● Ensure adequate supply inventory (E.g., (PPE), cleaning supplies, hand sanitizer, etc.)
● Cleaning and disinfecting will occur daily in every classroom, common areas, and on

high-touch surfaces.
● Restrooms, cafeterias, and computer labs will undergo extensive cleaning after each day’s

use.
● Ensuring compliance with CDC, Health and Human Services, the Texas Education

Agency, and other jurisdictional policies.
● Providing communication of procedure and expectations upon entering facilities and

throughout buildings.

****UPDATES TO PREVIOUS DAILY OPERATIONS****
The following guidelines will be followed in order to help protect our students and staff and
minimize the spread of COVID-19 as we resume instructional activities and student interaction.
There will be a few key differences this year in daily operations. Please review the information
below as a quick reference:

● The front doors for each campus will be unlocked at 7:30 a.m. Students will not be
allowed to enter the building prior to this scheduled time.

● Buses and parents will drop off elementary students at the High School (Main) Entrance.
● Buses and parents will drop off JH/HS at the High School (Main) Entrance.
● Please remain in your vehicle during pick up and drop off times.
● Teachers will be in their designated classrooms at 7:45 a.m. in order to supervise students

and provide tutorials as needed.
● Daily announcements and pledges will be done via the intercoms system.
● No parents/visitors will be allowed to come into the building, including the cafeteria to

have breakfast or lunch, or to walk students to their classrooms.
● If a parent needs to pick up their child early for any reason, they will ring the front door

bell and the office staff will assist them as necessary. They will not be admitted into the
building.

● If you are bringing an item to your child, please ring the front door bell. The office staff
will remotely provide directions necessary for leaving the item.

● Parents/visitors will not be allowed to gather on the lawn outside of school premises.
● Due to health precautions, only prepackaged food will be allowed for class snacks,

birthday celebrations, or class parties.
● Students will not be able to drink from water fountains and are encouraged to bring a

clear water bottle from home.
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● Breakfast and lunch procedures will be adjusted (see Breakfast/Lunch Program for more
information).

Preventative Practices
PWCISD Students, Parents, and Visitors

● Parents must ensure they do not send a child to school on campus if the child has
COVID-19 symptoms or is lab-confirmed with COVID-19, and instead should opt to
receive virtual instruction until the conditions for re-entry are met. The symptoms
include:

Updated Guidance 8/6/2020
Have they recently begun experiencing any of the following in a way that is not normal for them?

● Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0
degrees Fahrenheit

● Loss of taste or smell
● Cough
● Difficulty breathing
● Shortness of breath
● Fatigue
● Headache
● Chills
● Sore throat
● Congestion or runny nose
● Shaking or exaggerated shivering
● Significant muscle pain or ache
● Diarrhea
● Nausea or vomiting

● Students may be subject to periodic temperature checks for verification, especially if they
are feeling ill or suspected of having a fever during the school day.

● Schools must immediately separate any student who shows COVID-19 symptoms while
at school (students, teachers, or staff) as soon as possible.

● Students who report feeling feverish should be given an immediate temperature check to
determine if they are symptomatic for COVID-19.

● Parents may also opt to have their students receive virtual instruction if their child has
had close contact with an individual who is lab-confirmed with COVID-19 until the
14-day incubation period has passed.
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● PWCISD must screen all visitors to determine if the visitors have COVID-19 symptoms
or are lab-confirmed with COVID-19. Visitation at campuses will be limited.

PWCISD Staff
● All school districts in the State must require teachers and staff to self-screen for

COVID-19 symptoms before coming onto campus each day. In evaluating whether an
individual has symptoms consistent with COVID-19, consider the following questions:

○ Have they recently begun experiencing any of the following in a way that is not
normal for them.

○ Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees
Fahrenheit

○ Loss of taste or smell
○ Cough
○ Difficulty breathing
○ Shortness of breath
○ Headache
○ Chills
○ Sore throat
○ Shaking or exaggerated shivering
○ Significant muscle pain or ache
○ Diarrhea

● Teachers and staff must report to PWCISD if they themselves have COVID-19 symptoms
or are lab-confirmed with COVID-19, and if so, they must remain off campus until they
meet the criteria for re-entry.

Quarantine Requirements
● Students who are ill will be separated from their peers and be picked up within 30

minutes and no later than 1 hour from the time the campus has contacted the
parent/guardian.

● If an individual who has been in school is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, parents
please notify the school and the school must notify county health authorities, employees,
and parents, in accordance with applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations,
including confidentiality requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

● Any individual- including teachers, staff, student or other campus visitors- who
themselves either are (a) lab-confirmed to have COVID-19 or (b) experience symptoms
of COVID-19 must stay at home throughout the infectious period, and cannot return to
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the campus until the school system screens the individual to determine any of the below
conditions for campus re-entry have been met:

Re-entry Requirements
● Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID-19 will be permitted to return to

school when all three of the following criteria are met:
1. They are 3 days (72 hours) fever-free without using fever-reducing medication.
2. Improved symptoms (cough, difficulty breathing, etc.).
3. At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared.

● Perrin-Whitt CISD will strive to remain open to the maximum extent possible. However,
should we have the need, there may be a short closure in order to sanitize and disinfect
appropriately.  During these closures, all students will continue instruction through virtual
methods to ensure that the delivery of effective instruction continues seamlessly.

● As we deal with the unknowns of COVID-19, please make preparations for your family if
we are required to close school buildings again during the 2020-21 school year. If
necessary, our teachers and staff will be prepared to take every student into virtual
learning at home, without having an intermittent break.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and Masks
❏ MASKS ARE ENCOURAGED BUT NOT REQUIRED AT THIS

TIME
❏ Schools are required to comply with Governor Abbott’s executive order regarding the

wearing of masks. The order requires Texans living in counties with more than 20
“active” Coronavirus cases to wear a face-covering over the nose and mouth while in a
business or other building open to the public as well as outdoor public spaces, whenever
social distancing is not possible. But it provides several exceptions, including for children
who are younger than 10 years old, people who have a medical condition that prevents
them from wearing a mask, people who are eating or drinking, and people who are
exercising outdoors.

❏ If the Governor’s executive orders change or if the number of “Active COVID-19 cases
in Jack County reaches 20,” we will notify all constituents of the updated actions and
how they relate to our campuses, staff, and students.
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❏ TEA will provide (PPE) to each district for student/staff use as needed. Students and staff
will be able to wear their own masks if they so choose provided that they comply with the
dress code rules of no pictures, emblems or writing that is lewd, offensive, vulgar,
obscene, or that advertises or depicts tobacco products, alcoholic beverages, drugs, or any
other substance prohibited under school policy.

Protocols for Campus Visitors
● Only essential visits will be allowed.
● Campuses will utilize virtual meeting options to limit campus visitors when possible.
● Campuses will limit visitors during the school day. No outside lunches will be dropped

off by parents during the school day.  Students will need to bring their lunch or eat a meal
prepared by the cafeteria.

● If you are bringing an item to your child, please ring the front door bell. The office staff
will remotely provide directions necessary for leaving the item.

● If a parent needs to pick up their child early for any reason, they will ring the front door
bell and the office staff will assist them as necessary. They will not be admitted into the
building.

● Parents/visitors are discouraged from entering the campus. In the event a visitor must
enter the building, the visitor will be required to wear a face covering as well as screening
procedures.

Social Distancing Protocols
The following guidance was issued form TEA on July, 2020:
❖ Students and staff will be trained in proper social distancing.
❖ Where feasible without disrupting the educational experience, encourage students to

practice social distancing.
❖ In classroom spaces that allow it, consider placing student desks 6 feet apart when

possible. Student work spaces will be spread out, as much as possible, to the best of the
school’s abilities. All classrooms will have assigned seating for each student so that the
school can limit interaction among groups of students. Student work spaces will be
cleaned at the beginning and end of each period by students and staff.

❖ In classrooms where students are regularly within 6 feet of one another, the school will
plan for more frequent hand washing and/or hand sanitizing and should consider whether
increased airflow from the outdoors is possible.
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❖ Students should NOT share food, drinks, or personal devices.
❖ Students should practice social distancing and avoid gathering in groups of 10 or more.
❖ During any transition time, all students will be taught to walk on the right side of the

hallway such as between classes and passing periods. Classes will be kept together during
transitions to limit the amount of student interaction among class groups and grade levels.

❖ Social distancing becomes a personal responsibility of each individual attending school
or coming to a PWCISD facility. Anyone causing a disruption or unwilling to follow
PWCISD safety protocols, putting students/staff at unnecessary risk, may be asked to
leave the premises immediately.

Transportation
Although the district is implementing the safety protocols and disinfecting, families are
encouraged to drop students off or walk with their students to school to reduce possible exposure
on buses.The (CDC) warns us that buses may be a location where COVID-19 is mostly spread.
Therefore, the (CDC) suggests that students be seated by family or socially distanced as much as
possible on bus routes.

Perrin-Whitt Bus Operations

● Assign seats per family (if possible)
● Assign seats per social distancing
● Seat by groups- 1st picked up will go to the back seats of the bus and process repeated

thereafter.
● Students will be required to use hand sanitizer upon boarding the bus.
● Bus windows will be open, as permitted by weather, to allow outside air to circulate.
● Perrin-Whitt CISD urges families to drop off and pick up their children at school or

carpool with close contact families if possible, to reduce potential virus exposure on
buses. If this is not possible, please know that if your normal mode of transportation is
the bus, it is always available.

● Buses will be thoroughly cleaned after each trip, focusing on high-touch surfaces such as
seats, windows, knobs, steering wheels, and door handles.

● If an extracurricular trip is taken then the bus driver will be responsible for cleaning the
bus.

Breakfast/Lunch Program
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Perrin-Whitt  Food Service Operations
● Elementary students will be provided breakfast in the cafeteria.
● Breakfast will be available for Junior High/High School beginning at 7:30 a.m. in the

cafeteria.
● Due to campuses limiting visitors during the school day, NO outside lunches will be

dropped off by parents during the school day.  Students will need to bring their lunch or
eat a meal prepared by the cafeteria.

● If you are bringing an item to your child, please ring the front door bell. The office staff
will remotely provide directions necessary for leaving the item.

● Microwaves will be provided in the cafeteria.
● Perrin-Whitt CISD staff will monitor designated eating areas to promote social distancing

practices.
● Hand sanitizing will be available in the designated eating areas.
● PWCISD will provide breakfast and lunch for all students, face-to-face or virtual.

Information on when and how parents of virtual students can pick up meals will be
provided at the request of parents/guardians of virtual students.

Extracurricular Activities
Extracurricular activity participation will be limited to Face-to-Face Learners ONLY. Questions
related to UIL Guidelines can be found at this time:

https://www.uiltexas.org/covid-19-information

School Calendar PDF Link
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