
QUESTIONS FOR SMART START PLAN REVIEW 
POTENTIAL 
SCENARIOS 

  Does the plan include Tier 1 - Fully Open, Tier II - Hybrid, and Tier III - 
Fully Remote, or a similar approach? 

YES - NO 

COMMUNICATION 
 

  Is a communication plan to share with students, parents, staff, the 
community, and state and local school boards regarding the reopening 
of school buildings included? 

YES - NO 

Has the district created a glossary of terms related to COVID-19 using 
the Center for Disease Control (CDC) definitions to establish a consistent 
vocabulary? 

YES - NO 

Does the communication plan include provisions to actively and 
authentically engage parents and caregivers to build trust and 
credibility? 

YES - NO 

SAFETY AND 
WELLNESS 

School Day 
 

Does the plan include provisions for student arrival to building?  YES - NO 

Is there a provision for entrance to building (e.g., limiting the number of 
entrances open or requiring specific groups to use specific entrances)? 

YES - NO 

Are parents encouraged to screen their children daily for symptoms of 
COVID-19 before sending their children to school? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan emphasize the importance of staying home when ill?  YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate that any student reporting an illness will be sent 
home, and that symptomatic students who are awaiting pickup by a 
parent or guardian will wear a mask even if separation from healthy 
students is feasible? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate that staff will be instructed to remain home if any 
symptoms are present, and that staff who might develop symptoms at 
work should have access to masks as they leave the building? 

YES - NO 



Transitions 
 

Does the plan indicate the intention to work with the local health 
department to develop a plan for incremental transitions in hallways? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate the intention to adhere to local health 
department requirements regarding hand washing, masks, water 
fountains, and restrooms? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate the intention to make hand sanitizer available at 
multiple locations within the building? 

YES - NO 

Dismissal 
 

Does the plan indicate that any student with reported symptoms will 
follow CDC and state or local health department guidelines for return to 
school/work? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate the intention to adhere to local health 
department requirements regarding health and safety protocols, 
regarding hand washing/hand sanitizer, cleansing equipment, social 
distancing, etc.? 

YES - NO 

SCHOOL 
OPERATIONS 

Transportation 
 

Does the plan indicate the intention to operate district transportation in 
a way that maximizes social distancing, use of face coverings, and 
appropriate hygiene measures. When social distancing is not possible, 
students should wear face coverings to the greatest extent possible.  

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate that enhanced sanitation and cleaning measures 
will be employed following guidelines provided by state and/or federal 
agencies? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate that students and parents will be informed of 
requirements and protocols, and signage will be displayed when and 
where appropriate as reminders? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate that parents should screen their children daily for 
symptoms of COVID-19 before sending their children to school? 

YES - NO 



Nutrition Service  Does the plan indicate the intention to  operate district nutrition services 
in a way that maximizes social distancing, use of face coverings, and 
appropriate hygiene measures? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate that cleaning and sanitation protocols will meet 
or exceed USDA, state health department, and federal food service 
guidelines? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate the intention to eliminate self-serve options from 
district nutrition services? 

YES - NO 

Facilities 
 

Does the plan indicate the intention to operate all facilities in a way that 
maximizes social distancing, use of face coverings, and appropriate 
hygiene measures; and when social distancing is not possible, staff and 
students should wear face coverings to the greatest extent possible? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate that cleaning and sanitation protocols will meet 
or exceed federal and state guidance?  

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate that students and parents will be informed of 
requirements and protocols, and signage will be displayed when and 
where appropriate as reminders?  

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate that parents should screen their children daily for 
symptoms of COVID-19 before sending their children to school? 

YES - NO 

Activities  Does the plan indicate the intention to operate student activities in a 
way that maximizes social distancing, use of face coverings, and 
appropriate hygiene measures? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate that when social distancing is not possible, staff 
and students should wear face coverings to the greatest extent 
possible? (For athletics, face coverings should be worn by coaches, staff, 
officials, parents, and spectators whenever six feet of separation cannot 
be maintained. Players should refrain from wearing face coverings 
during strenuous activity)  

YES - NO 



Does the plan indicate the intention to follow the guidance provided by 
the Wyoming High School Activities Association? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate that athletes must be screened prior to 
participating in allowable sanctioned sports? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate the intention to employ enhanced sanitation and 
cleaning measures? 

YES - NO 

INSTRUCTION AND 
TECHNOLOGY  

Preparation for 
School Year 
 
Tier I 
 
 

Does the plan indicate that on-site student learning should occur in 
accordance with state or local public health directives or orders? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate the intention to provide high quality 
standards-based instruction for all students? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate the intention to provide all “specially designed 
instruction” and related services as indicated on the student’s IEP? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate the intention to notify parents of all changes to 
specially designed instruction or related service delivery? 

YES - NO 

If the district does not offer virtual education or remote education as an 
option for students who do not qualify for homebound instruction, does 
the plan indicate the intention to review home-school statutes with 
parents who choose to home-school students? 

YES - NO - N/A 

Does the plan indicate that, If districts offers remote education as an 
option for students who do not qualify for homebound instruction:  

1. Teachers must be in their classroom instructing face-to-face 
students while simultaneously instructing remote students.  
2. Attendance is tracked twice a day (elementary) or class period 
(middle/secondary). 

YES - NO - N/A 



  Does the plan indicate that, if districts allow off-site instruction and 
partners with a statewide virtual education provider for students who 
do not meet homebound instruction:  

1. Put an agreement in place with a statewide virtual education 
provider. 
2. Provide a district-assigned learning coach for each student. 

YES - NO - N/A 

Does the plan indicate that, if districts allow off-site instruction and are 
the virtual education provider for students who do not meet 
homebound instruction:  

1. Have virtual education programs and classes approved by 
WDE.  
2. Use only Wyoming certified teachers.  
3. Teachers must receive seven hours of PTSB approved PD 
related to virtual education instruction during the school year.  
4. Attendance is tracked at least once a week through virtual 
education participation metrics. 

YES - NO - N/A 

Tier II 
 

Does the plan indicate the intention to, during in-person learning, follow 
state or local public health directives or orders? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate the intention to provide high quality 
standards-based instruction for all students? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate the intention to provide all “specially designed 
instruction” and related services as indicated on the student’s IEP? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate the intention to notify parents of all changes to 
specially designed instruction or related service delivery?  

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate the intention to determine which students will 
have access to on-line technology and how instruction will be delivered 
when there is no technology or connectivity? 

YES - NO 



Does the plan indicate the intention to provide off-site instruction 
through at least one of the options listed below if a school closure is not 
required by a state or local public health directive or order: If district 
offers remote education as an option for students who do not qualify for 
homebound instruction:  

1. Teachers must be in their classroom instructing face-to-face 
students while simultaneously instructing remote students. 
2. Attendance is tracked twice a day (elementary) or class period 
(middle/secondary)  

YES - NO - N/A 

Does the plan indicate that, if districts allow off-site instruction and 
partners with a statewide virtual education provider for students who 
do not meet homebound instruction:  

1. Put an agreement in place with statewide virtual education 
provider.  
2. Provide a district-assigned learning coach for each student.  

YES - NO - N/A 

Does the plan indicate that, If the district allows off-site instruction and 
are the virtual education provider for students who do not meet 
homebound instruction eligibility requirements:  

1. Have virtual education program and classes approved by 
WDE.  
2. Use only Wyoming certified teachers.   
3. Teachers must receive seven hours of PTSB approved PD 
related to virtual education instruction during the school year.  
4. Attendance is tracked at least once a week through virtual 
education participation metrics. 

YES - NO - N/A 

Tier III 
 

Does the plan indicate the intention to implement an adapted learning 
plan when state or local public health directives or orders require 
schools to close? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate the intention to provide high quality 
standards-based instruction for all students with the expectation that 
all essential standards are taught? 

YES - NO 



Does the plan indicate the intention to provide all “specially designed 
instruction” and related services as indicated on the student’s IEP? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate the intention to notify parents of all changes to 
specially designed instruction or related service delivery? 

YES - NO 

Does the plan indicate the intention to provide off-site instruction 
through at least one of the options listed below if a school closure is not 
required by a state or local public health directive or order?   
Option 1: If districts allow off-site instruction and partners with a 
statewide virtual education provider for students who do not meet 
homebound instruction:  

1. Put an agreement in place with a statewide virtual education 
provider. 
2. Provide a district-assigned learning coach for each student.  

 
Option 2: If districts allow off-site instruction and are the virtual 
education provider for students who do not meet homebound 
instruction:  

1. Have virtual education programs and classes approved by 
WDE.  
2. Use only Wyoming certified teachers.  
3. Teachers must receive seven hours of PTSB approved PD 
related to  virtual education instruction during the school year.  
4. Attendance is tracked at least once a week through virtual 
education participation metrics. 

YES - NO 

  First Weeks of 
School 
 

Does the plan indicate the intention to do the following during the first 
weeks of school? 

Tier I 
- No Requirements 

Tier II 
- Review previous year’s assessments to calibrate 

individualized learning.  
- Off-site learning is available for students unable to 

attend school in person.  

YES - NO 



- Students will utilize assigned devices to minimize 
transmitting germs between multiple users  

- Devices should be sanitized after each use.  
Concurrent Enrollment – Concurrent courses fall under higher 
education standards for completion and content, and is 
necessary to establish a contingency plan if closures become 
necessary. This plan should identify how a distance education 
version of the course will be offered (LMS, synchronous vs. 
asynchronous, etc.), what content must be completed, 
alternative grading system and attending policy, and a timeline 
that includes completion date.  
Dual Enrollment – These courses are covered by community 
college policy rather than K-12 policy. Therefore, districts should 
communicate this information to students enrolled in dual 
enrollment courses and advise them to follow guidance from 
their community college instructor if course delivery methods 
change due to COVID-19 conditions.  
Tier III 

- Operate under the provisions of the approved district 
adapted learning plan. 

 
 


