
Beginning September 1, 2015 the new truancy law 

goes into effect. House Bill 2398 states “HB 2398 

changes the way school districts and courts treat 

children who have unexcused absences from 

school. Schools will be required to provide more 

help to families in order to ensure students attend 

school before they send students to court. If stu-

dents are sent to court, they will no longer be 

charged with a criminal offense, but with a civil 

offense called truant conduct.” 

 Students must now attend school until they 

are 19 years old, unless they graduate or oth-

erwise lawfully withdraw.  

Truancy Court 

 Schools may refer students to court after 10 or more unex-

cused absences. The cases will be heard in truancy courts, 

which are county, justice, or municipal courts that are spe-

cifically designated to hear truancy cases.  

 Truancy courts may order a student to attend school with-

out additional unexcused absences; un-enroll from school 

and take the GED; attend other counseling, training, or reha-

bilitation programs; perform community service; or com-

plete academic tutorial programs.  

 Court may also order the suspension of a student’s driver’s 

license or permit for truant conduct.  

Can parents be charged? 

 Parents can still be charged with the criminal offense of 

Parent Contributing to Nonattendance (PCN). 

 According to Section: 25.093 of the Texas Education Code 

(TEC), Parent Contributing to Truancy: A parent with crimi-

nal negligence fails to require the child to attend school as 

required by law, and the child is absent from school on 10 or 

more days or parts of days within a 6 month period in the 

same school year or on 3 or more days or parts of days 

within a 4 week period, the parent commits an offense. 

Contempt of a Truancy Court Order 

 Students younger than 17 years old who are found in con-

tempt (not following an order made by court) of a truancy 

court order 2 or more times may additionally be referred to 

juvenile probation department and, possibly, to juvenile 

court. After a detention hearing, juvenile courts may de-

tain students younger than 17 years old for violating a 

truancy court order.  

 How can schools help student attendance and truancy? 

Schools must provide more meaningful help to students before       

they send them to court, and are required to employ truancy 

prevention facilitators to implement truancy prevention 

measures. 

How can parents help student attendance and truancy? 

It is imperative for parents to monitor student’s school attend-

ance and require the student to attend school and request a 

conference with a  school official to discuss the absences.  

 Educate your child on the importance of attending school. 

 Assure that your child attends school all day and does not 

leave early. 

 Assure that your child arrives to school on time. 

 Make sure to schedule all your child’s appointments be-

fore and after school hours.  

Administration 
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