
Texas State Law Addressing Head Lice  

There is no law in Texas that addresses excluding children with head lice from school. Lice are 

not a public health threat. They do not carry disease. Therefore, the Department of State Health 

Services does not monitor or track cases of head lice.  

As of September 1, 2017, Texas Education Code, Chapter 38, Section 38.031, Notice of Lice, 

states the following: “The board of trustees of an independent school district shall adopt a policy 

requiring a school nurse of a public elementary school who determines or otherwise becomes 

aware that a child enrolled in the school has lice shall provide written or electronic notice of that 

fact to:  

(1) The parent of the child with lice as soon as practicable but not later than 48 hours 

after the administrator or nurse, as applicable, determines or becomes aware of that 

fact; and  

(2) The parent of each child assigned to the same classroom as the child with lice not 

later than the fifth school day after the date on which the administrator or nurse, as 

applicable, determines or becomes aware of that fact.  

Brookesmith ISD Policy  

A “no-nit” policy is one that excludes students from school based on the presence of lice eggs, 

whether or not live lice are present. At BISD we do not have a “no-nit” policy.  

“No-nit” policies place a disproportionate amount of emphasis on head lice management than on 

real heath concerns, which should be a higher priority. This over-emphasis can lead to 

unproductive use of time by school staff and parents, missed classes, unnecessary absences, and 

parents missing work.  

If a student is found to have active head lice, the parents/guardians will be notified and 

recommended to come pick up the student. If the parents/guardians are not reached or cannot 

come pick up the student, the student will return back to class. A child may be sent home at the 

discretion of administration. The student will be rechecked for active head lice in one week. If 

lice are found on recheck, parents will be called and asked how treatment is going.  

 If you notice itching, please send them to the school nurse office to complete an individual hair 

check. Massive head sweeps will not be conducted.  

Teachers can help in the prevention of head lice transmission by taking the following steps in 

their classrooms:  

(1) Observe the students carefully for symptoms of head lice (itching and scratching of 

the scalp; live lice that are 1/16 to 1/8-inch-long; nits (lice eggs) on the hair shaft 

about ¼ inch from the scalp; nits are shiny, grayish on color and look like dandruff 

but won’t shake off).  

(2) If there are shared pillows or hats in your classroom, limit use during periods when 

there are known head lice cases.  

(3) Each child should have his or her own locker to store items brought from home.  

(4) Make sure that coats are hung separately so they do not touch.  



(5) Each child should be taught the basic information regarding head lice. Teach children 

about the importance of using his or her own hair care items and not sharing hats or 

jackets.  

 


