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What is Dual Credit?

Dual-credit courses are an affordable way for high school students to get a jump start on their
future.  Students take college courses that simultaneously move them towards both high school
graduation and a college degree or certification.

Academic dual credit courses are primarily designed to transfer to two- or four-year institutions.
These courses are core curriculum and generally required to complete a traditional baccalaureate
degree.  Core courses include College Algebra, US History, Speech, Art Appreciation, English,
British, American Literature, and Government/Economics.

Who is Brookesmith Schools Dual Credit Partner?

Brookesmith High School partners with Ranger College to offer dual credit courses.  Dual-credit
courses through Ranger College are an affordable way for high school students to get a jump
start on their future.  Ranger College is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools (SACS).  Ranger College faculty credentials requirements are identical to the faculty
requirements of a four-year university.

What are the benefits of Dual Credit?

● Saves time: Many students reduce the time to degree or certificate completion.

● Transfer success: Courses transfer to most higher education institutions and rigorous
college-level coursework prepares students for a successful transition to college.

● Affordable: May significantly reduce the cost of higher education.  Currently,
Brookesmith ISD pays for all tuition, fees, and books.

● Support services: Students taking dual credit courses have access to important student
support services such as tutoring, counseling, advising, and library services through
Ranger College or Brookesmith Schools.

● Geared for learning: Ranger College offers smaller classes and more opportunities for
individual attention to help retain younger and first-in-family students.

Where do the credits transfer?

Credits can be applied toward a degree program at any community college or university with
which the district has established a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).  Credits might



transfer to other colleges or universities depending on whether the accepting college/university
determines that dual credit coursework will be honored, please check with the individual college.

What is the Texas Success Initiative (TSI) Assessment?

The Texas Success Initiative (TSI) was instituted by the Texas Legislature and is a program of
diagnostic testing and developmental instruction designed to improve student success rates in
Texas colleges.  Entering college students are required to meet established minimum standards
on assessment tests in math, reading, and writing.  Those students who do not meet these
standards are required to enroll in appropriate developmental courses designed to improve their
academic skills and prepare them for college-level courses.

There are two components of the program:

1. An assessment to diagnose students’ basic skills in reading, mathematics, and writing;
and

2. Developmental instruction to strengthen academic skills that need improvement.

Do all students have to take the TSI or TSIA 2before taking dual credit courses?

Not all students need to take the TSI Assessment; there are several ways to be exempt.
Qualifying for a TSI Assessment exemption means that you can enroll in any entry-level college
course without restrictions.  A student is exempt from TSI requirements in all areas only if the
student meets one of the following test conditions. Students may not combine scores from
different administrations of the same test.

● ACT: Composite of 23, minimum of 19, on both English and math sections.
Scores must not be older than three years

● SAT:  1070 combined critical reading and math, minimum of 500 on both verbal
and mathematics sections. Scores must not be older than three years.

● PSAT:  107 combined critical reading and math, minimum of 50 on both verbal
and mathematics sections. Scores must not be older than one year.

● STAAR:  A 4000 scale score on the English II End of Course (EOC) exam and/or
a 4000 scale score on the Algebra I End of Course (EOC)



What is a passing score on the TSI?

A student who has already completed the TSI Assessment and placed college ready should not
test again in that area. The following TSI scores represent college ready cut scores: (Not offered
after Jan 2021)

● Reading score of  351 or above
● Mathematics score o f 350 or above
● Writing essay score of a 5; or an essay score of a 4 with objective score of

a 340

Pre-Assessment Activity on the TSIA?

Students must complete the Pre-Assessment Activity prior to taking the TSI Assessment.

Students will be instructed to provide an email address to send their certificate of completion to.
Students should print this certificate and bring this on testing day.  Students will not be allowed
to test without proof of completion.  TSI exams will be scheduled at Brookesmith Schools.

What is a passing score on the TSIA2?

A student who has already completed the TSI Assessment and placed college ready should not
test again in that area. The following TSI scores represent college ready cut scores: (Not offered
after Jan 2021)

● ELAR:
o 945–990 on the multiple-choice CRC Test and a 5 or higher on the

Essay Test, or
o If you score below 945 on the multiple-choice CRC Test, receive a

diagnostic level of 5 or higher on the Diagnostic Test, and score of 5
or higher on the Essay Test.

● Mathematics
o If you score in the range of 950–990 on the CRC Test or
o If you score below 950 on the CRC Test but receive a diagnostic

level of 6 on the Diagnostic Test.
● Writing essay score of a 5; or an essay score of a 4 with objective score of

a 340



Grading of Dual Credit Course?

Brookesmith School District pays all costs associated with Dual credit courses.  Therefore, if a
student fails to maintain a “C” or better in All Dual Credit courses, they will be required to
repay All costs for Dual Credit courses for the current semester, this includes but is not limited to
tuition, books, and any fee’s the district incurred.  Also, the student will be suspended from
enrolling in additional dual credit courses for not less than 1 year.  Individual cases will be
reviewed by the principal to all future dual credit enrollments.

If a student is administratively dropped from a class by a professor, the student is required to
repay All costs for Dual Credit courses for the current semester, this includes but is not limited to
tuition, books, and any fee’s the district incurred.  All course drops must be completed through
the high school office by the student.  If a course is dropped, the student will be placed in a
comparable high school course.

Grades will be requested by Brookesmith High School every 6 weeks by the college professors.
However, the six weeks grades in dual credit courses are a “progress grade” to the school in how
the student is progressing in the courses.  The final grade for a dual credit course will be from the
college and recorded on the Brookesmith High School transcript at the end of the semester and
are weighted according to the Advanced Grading table in BISD School Policy EIC(Local).

BHS is facilitating the course but all decisions about grading, cheating, administratively
dropping must be addressed with the college personnel.  Grade appeals or conflict must be
addressed with the college professor by the student and/or parent.

What do I do to take Dual Credit Courses?

New Dual Credit students will need to:
€ apply for admission to Ranger College at http://www.rangercollege.edu/admissions.html
€ Request for your high school transcripts to be sent to Ranger College

ALL Dual Credit students will need to:
€ Submit parent permission form to Ranger College (required only in the fall if enrolling

in both the fall and spring semester)
€ Submit transcripts from any other college you have attended as a dual credit student (If

applicable)
€ Request your high school counselor/principal to submit qualifying test scores. (TSI,

TSIA 2, ACT, SAT, STARR EOC, etc.)
€ If not TSI exempt, take the TSIA 2 assessment.  Contact your high school

counselor/principal or a Ranger College campus to schedule.
€ See your high school counselor/principal for class selection(s)

http://www.rangercollege.edu/admissions.html


BROOKESMITH High School
P.O. Box 706

Brookesmith, Texas 76827

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Dual Credit Enrollment Packet and Handbook

We acknowledge that we have received the Brookesmith High School
Dual Credit Enrollment Packet and Handbook for the 2021-2022 school
year.  We are responsible for reading and understanding the rules and
other information contained in the Dual Credit Handbook.

Student's Name:
___________________________________________________________

(Please Print)

Student's Signature: Date:

Parent’s Name:
____________________________________________________________

(Please Print)

Parent's Signature: Date:



Ranger College Dual Credit - Parent Permission Form

The dual-credit enrollment program at Ranger College requires the following:

1. The student must be admitted to Ranger College. Each student must:
o Complete and submit an application for admission.
o Complete and submit the Parent Permission form with all signatures.
o Submit copies of test scores (STAAR, TSI, TSIA2, PSAT, PLAN, ACT, SAT).

2. The student must have completed the Texas Success Initiative (TSIA2) for the appropriate subject
and must have tested in all three areas if not exempted by STAAR, ACT or SAT scores.

3. Payment must be submitted to Ranger College at the time designated by RC officials.

4. The signatures on this form give the high school permission to send to Ranger College all required
test scores as well as final transcripts upon graduation.

5. The signatures also give Ranger College permission to release the student’s academic record to the
high school until such time as the student is no longer enrolled at that school.

6. The signatures on this form also give Ranger College permission to release the student’s academic
record to the parent(s) upon request until such time as the student is no longer enrolled at that school
unless the student rescinds this permission by completing the section below.

Your social security number (SSN) is being requested because it is a unique identification number.

I (the student) understand that a dual credit course is a college level course; therefore, I will follow all
policies of Ranger College. I further understand that I am not officially enrolled until all required
registration documents and payment have been submitted to the college.

Student Name (Please Print) Student Social Security Number

_____
Full Address (Street, City, Zip) Daytime or Cell Phone Number

Brookesmith High School 025 908 001
High School Name High School ID Number

______________________________________________ ____________________________
Student Signature Date

______________________________________________ ____________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature Date

*    *    *    *    *    *    *    *   *   *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *

I DO NOT give Ranger College permission to release my academic record to my parent(s).

_______________________________________________ ____________________________
Student Signature Date


