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ARP   USE   OF   FUNDS   PLAN     

  

In   May   of   2021,   Merritt   Public   Schools   received   approximately   one   million   dollars   in   
federal   funding   through   the   American   Rescue   Plan   Act   (ARP)   to   continue   our   efforts   to   
prevent,   prepare   for   and   respond   to   COVID-19   over   the   next   three   years.   
  

This   plan   was   created   using   stakeholder   input   through   in   person   meetings,   surveys   and   
consultation   during   the   20-21   school   year.    As   the   needs   of   the   district   evolve,   
stakeholders   will   be   involved   in   the   plan   revision   process.   
  

Twenty   percent   of   the   funds   are   required   to   be   used   to   address   the   academic   needs   of   
our   students   as   a   result   of   COVID-19   due   to   lost   instructional   time.   The   remainder   of   the   
funds   will   be   used   to   support   other   activities   to   maintain   the   operations   and   continuity   of   
services   provided   by   Merritt   Schools.   
  

Maintaining   and   improving   the   educational   technology,   including   site   licenses,   we   
currently   use   in   the   classrooms   to   provide   instruction   in-person   and   virtually   is   essential   
in   preventing   disruption   to   learning   due   to   quarantine.    The   purchases   and   installation   of   
additional   cameras   for   aid   in   contract   tracing   efforts   and   help   mitigate   the   spread   of   
COVID-19.    ARP   funds   will   be   used   to   support   the   continued   use   of   technology.   
  

A   portion   of   the   funds   will   be   used   for   maintenance,   upkeep   and   physical   improvements   
of   current   building   and   grounds.   Such   as   providing   a   covered   outdoor   seating/eating   
area   would   allow   students   to   better   social   distance   and   to   allow   for   more   outdoor   
classroom   activities.    Additionally,   making   improvements   to   one   of   the   older   gyms   would   
allow   physical   education   classes   in   the   elementary   to   social   distance   better   and   spread   
out   among   the   locations.   
  

Transportation   to   and   from   school   was   an   identified   area   of   concern.    Merritt   Public   
Schools   will   look   at   purchasing   some   new   buses   in   order   to   upgrade   our   current   fleet   so   
students   may   continue   to   have   a   reliable   transportation   option   to   and   from   school   as   
well   as   allow   for   better   social   distancing   while   on   the   bus.   

  



  

Stakeholder   responses   indicate   that   smaller   class   sizes   would   help   address   some   of   the  
learning   challenges   our   students   are   experiencing.    Funds   will   be   used   to   hire   another   
Kindergarten   teacher   and   an   additional   Reading   teacher   for   the   fifth   and   sixth   grades.     
Additionally,   the   district   will   continue   to   address   the   learning   loss   that   results   from   lost   
instructional   time   due   to   COVID-19   by   continuing   to   provide   online   learning   platforms   so   
students   may   access   their   courses   and   activities   from   home   or   school.   
  

Merritt   Public   Schools   will   monitor   and   evaluate   the   effectiveness   of   the   interventions   in   
order   to   ensure   the   learning   loss   and   other   needs   of   students   are   being   met.   

  

  


