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INTRODUCTION
This Academic Guidebook provides a brief description of each course offered at
Jefferson High School. It should be noted that all of the courses listed may not be
offered due to staffing patterns or limited student interest. In addition to a listing of
courses that are generally offered, this publication lists prerequisites and special
requirements for courses, includes credits required for graduation, explains how a
student’s Grade Point Average (GPA) and rank are derived, includes testing
requirements for high school and college and explains how students may earn college
credits while in high school. This guidebook also includes information to help students
choose a High School Major also referred to as an Endorsement to align with a
prospective career path. This is only a guidebook and it should be noted that the
Jefferson High School Student/Parent handbook and JISD Policy supersedes any
statement made in this publication.
Public Notice of Nondiscrimination in CTE Programs

It is the policy of Jefferson Independent School District not to discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex or handicap in its vocational programs, services or activities as required
by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of
1972; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.
It is the policy of Jefferson Independent School District not to discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, handicap, or age in its employment practices as required by Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; the Age
Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as
amended.
Inquiries regarding the Jefferson ISD nondiscrimination policies in the following areas should be
directed to:
Title IX, Title VI, EEO & ADA (Employees, Public, and Student), Section 504: Debbie DeLoach, Director
of Special Services, 801 North Tuttle Street, Jefferson, TX  75657, 903-665-2461 Ext. 3428 & 3002
CTE: Lynn Fratangelo, Director of Curriculum & Instruction, 1600 MLK Dr., Jefferson, TX, 75657,
903-665-2461 Opt. 8 or Rob Barnwell, Superintendent, 1600 MLK Dr., Jefferson, TX, 75657, 903-665-2461
Opt. 8
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COURSE PLANNING AND SELECTION
Planning a four-year high school program is a serious undertaking.  Although many of
the courses will be determined by the graduation plan you select, you will still have
choices concerning elective classes.  Jefferson ISD believes that all students must be
prepared to succeed whether they enter the world of work, attend a technical school,
community college, or a four-year university upon graduation from high school.  The
courses you select should be guided by your plans for the future.  It is common for
students to change their minds about plans for college and career.  For this reason, it is
important for a student to create a Graduation Plan that is as challenging as he/she
can master so that his/her future choices are not limited.
The state of Texas approved a new graduation plan for students entering ninth grade
in 2014-15 and beyond: Foundation, Foundation + Endorsement.  Students entering
ninth grade in 2014-2015 and thereafter must choose an endorsement.  Endorsements
at JHS include: STEM, Business & Industry, Arts & Humanities, Public Service, and
Multidisciplinary. The basis of the endorsement is to prepare students for a prospective
career choice.
Each year, the counselor works with students to plan courses for the upcoming year.
Since students will be making selections for the entire year, it is imperative that parents
and students work together during this process. A thorough review of the graduation
requirements, course prerequisites, and policies regarding schedule changes is
essential. As always, the counselor will help students make the best choices possible.
Parents and students must sign the student’s graduation plan.  This must be updated if
graduation plan or endorsement changes.
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TEXAS STATE GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
FOUNDATION GRADUATION PLAN

In accordance with Education Code 74.11, to receive a high school diploma, a student entering Grade 9 in the 2014-2015 school
year and thereafter must complete the following:
Discipline
 Minimum Graduation Plan
(24 Credits)
English Language
Four credits:
Arts and Reading*
▪
English I, II, III, and an Advanced English
▪
English I and II for Speakers of Other Languages may be substituted for English I and II only for immigrant students with
limited English proficiency
▪
The fourth credit of English may be satisfied by either:
1. English IV
2. Business English
3. Research and Technical Writing
4. Advanced Journalism
5. Yearbook III
6. Concurrent enrollment in a college English course
Mathematics*
Three credits to include:
▪
Algebra I
▪
Geometry
▪
The third credit may be satisfied by either:
1. Algebra II
2. PreCalculus or Honors Pre-Calculus
3. Dual Credit College Algebra
4. Mathematical Applications in Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources
5. Other 4th
  Math Credit
Science*
Three credits to include:
▪
Biology
▪
Integrated Physics and Chemistry, Chemistry, or Physics
▪
Advanced Science: Chemistry, Physics, Principles of Technology, Adv. Animal Science, Environmental Sys,  or Anatomy
& Physiology
Social Studies*
Three credits must consist of:
▪
U.S. History (one credit)
▪
World Geography or World History
▪
U.S. Government (one-half credit)
▪
Economics (one-half credit)
Economics*
One-half credit
Languages other
Two credits
than English
      must consist of Level I and Level II in the same language
Physical Education
One credit:
▪
Limit of four credits
▪
Can Substitute:
1. Marching Band (Limit of one credit)
2. Athletics (Limit of one credit)
Health Education
One-half credit
LOCAL
▪
Health Education or Lifetime Nutrition
REQUIREMENT
▪
Health Science Theory (prerequisite of Principles of Health Science)
Speech
LOCAL
REQUIREMENT

One-half credit
▪
Professional Communications or Communications Applications
▪
Dual Credit Professional Communications (Intro to Speech COMM 1113)

Fine Arts*

One credit selected from either:
▪
Art
▪
Band
▪
Choir
▪
Music History
▪
Theater Arts
▪
Principles and Elements of Floral Design
▪
5 credits

Elective Courses*
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Endorsement Options at JHS

**All Students at JHS are expected to select an endorsement.
STEM
Business &
Public Services
Arts &
Industry
Humanities

Alg 2, Chem, Physics
+…
MATH
Total of 5 credits in
Math to include Alg
1, Geometry, Alg 2,
2 additional Math
credits (where Alg 2
is a pre-req)
Pre Calculus
Calculus
Independent Studies
in Math (College
math courses –2)
SCIENCE
Total of 5 credits in
Science to include
Bio, Chem, Physics,
and 2 additional
Science Credits
IPC
Food Science
Princ of Technology
Anat and Phys
Environmental Sys

4 CTE Credits in a
coherent sequence with
two being in the same
cluster, one of the
courses must be
advanced CTE.

4 CTE Credits in a
coherent sequence with
two being in the same
cluster, one of the
course must be
advanced CTE.

Welding Technology
Principles of Ag (1)
Ag Fac Des Fab (1)
Intro to Welding (Jr or

Health Science
Principles of Health
Science (1)
Medical Term (1)
Health Sci Theory (1)
Practicum of Health
Science 1 (BLOCK 2
credits)
Practicum of Health
Science 2  (2)
Anat & Phys (1)

Sr only) (1)
Welding I (2)

Animal &
Environmental
Science
Principles of Ag (1)
Livestock Prod (1) OR
Horticulture Sci (1)
Wildlife Fisheries (1)
Forest & Wood Eco (1)
Business
Administation
Money Matters (1)
BIM 1 (1)
BIM 2 (1)
Sports Medicine (.5)
Virtual Business (.5)
Princ  Bus, Mrkt,
Fin(1)
Culinary
Princ of Hosp  (1)
Intro Culinary Arts (1)
Culinary Arts (2)
Practicum in Culinary
Arts (2)

Education & Training
Principles of Education
& Training (1)
Child Development (1)
Instructional Practices
(2)
Human Grwth & Dev
(1)
Practicum in
Education & Training
(BLOCK 2 credits)

Multidisciplinary
4 Dual Credit from
English, Math, Science,
Social Studies,
Economics, or Fine Arts
(must meet Dual Credit
requirements)

Fine Arts
Band 1-4
Art 1-4
Choir 1-4
Theatre 1-4
2 plus 2 (2 credits from
each of 2 different Fine
Arts areas listed above.
Ex. Choir I and II &
Band I and II OR Art I
and II & Band I and II)

4X4 Core: Total of 4
credits in each of the four
core subject areas to
include English 4,
Physics, and/or
Chemistry, additional
Math credit and Social
Studies Credit
4 Advanced Courses:
Total of 4 advanced
courses that prepare a
student to enter the
workforce successfully or
postsecondary education
without remediation from
within one endorsement
area or among
endorsement areas that are
not in a coherent
sequence.

Education & Training
Principles of Law,
Public  Safety (1)
Law Enforcement I (1)
Law Enforcement 2 (1)
Practicum in Law,
Public Safety (2)
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DISTINGUISHED LEVEL of ACHIEVEMENT (DLA)
1. Complete an endorsement (STEM, Business & Industry, Public Service, Arts &
Humanities, or Multidisciplinary)
2. Receive credit for a 4th
  MATH (Alg 2 included)
3. Receive credit for a 4th
  Science

Performance Acknowledgement
●

Dual Credit-12 hours with 3.0 or better. Must make a “B” in all college courses
to count towards distinguished graduation plan.

●

Bilingualism/Biliteracy
o Must have Completed ELA requirements with GPA of 80% or
better AND
o Satisfy one of the following:
1) Complete a minimum of 3 credits in the same language
with GPA of 80% or better
2) Level 4 of LOTE with GPA of 80% or better
3) ELL score Advance High on TELPAS and exit ESL

●

TESTS:
o PSAT-Commended Scholar
o SAT-1250 or better
o ACT-28 or better (no writing)

●

Nationally or internationally recognized business or industry certification or
license
o Pharmacy tech
o Certified Nurses’ Aide
o AWS Sense Welding
o CPR
o Microsoft Office Specialist
o Serv Safe
o OSHA—General Industry
o Water Quality Monitoring Certification
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GENERAL ACADEMIC INFORMATION
COUNSELOR AVAILABILITY
Students are encouraged to schedule a meeting with the counselor whenever the need
exists.  Students may see the counselor before school and after school.  Students may
meet with the counselor during class time, for emergency purposes, only if permission
from the teacher is granted. The counselor may also be reached by email:
cceddins@jeffersonisd.org or phone: 903.665.2461 Option 1. Ext 3041. Also, pertinent
information can be found on the high school counselor’s website accessible from
www.jeffersonisd.org .
CHANGE OF SCHEDULE
Schedule changes should be made before the first day of school.  Schedule changes are
discouraged and will only be approved for a reasonable academic purpose.  State law
mandates that credit cannot be awarded if a student misses more than 10% of the
school days unless that time is made-up. This rule applies to students requesting a
schedule change after the deadline has passed.
All schedule changes are made through the Counselor’s Office and are subject to the
approval of the Principal.
WORK RELEASE STUDENTS
Junior or senior students enrolled in the Work Release Program must enroll in at least
five courses and must arrange their schedules to be present second period each day.
Proof of admittance to the Work Release program must be on file in the Counselor’s
Office prior to granting early release or late arrival.
COLLEGE AUTOMATIC ADMISSION
For automatic admissions, must graduate with distinguished level of achievement under
foundation.
For two school years following his or her graduation, a district student who graduates in
the top ten percent and, in some cases, the top 25 percent, of his or her class is eligible
for automatic admission into four-year public universities and colleges in Texas if the
student:
■ Completes the Recommended or Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program; or
■ Satisfies the ACT College Readiness Benchmarks or earns at least a 1500 out of
2400
on the SAT.
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Beginning with ninth graders in the 2014-2015 school year, to be eligible for automatic
admission to a Texas four-year college or university, a student must be on track to
graduate with the distinguished level of achievement under the foundation graduation
program. This means that a student must graduate with at least one endorsement and
must have taken Algebra II as one of the four required math courses.
OFFICE/TEACHER AIDE
Office/Teacher Aide classes are limited to seniors. A senior may request only one
teacher aide period.
UIL
To participate in a UIL activity, a student must be enrolled in school for a minimum of 4
hours each day.
SPECIAL EDUCATION
Special Education services are available to students who qualify for the service.
Emphasis in these classes is placed upon remediation of learning deficits, teaching
academic skills, and promoting pre-vocational and vocational skills that ensure success
in the world of work.
A student receiving special education services may be graduated upon having
completed the minimum state graduation plan.  A student receiving special education
services may also be graduated upon the determination by the ARD (Admission Review
Dismissal) committee that the student has completed requirements specified in the IEP
(Individual Education Plan).
Students who complete a modified curriculum and participate in an alternative state
assessment will graduate on the Foundations Graduation Plan.
VAC (Vocational Adjustment Coordination) is available as a work program for students
in special programs.  ADL (Activities of Daily Living) is provided for students with special
needs.
EARLY GRADUATION
Any student is eligible for early graduation.  However, the decision to apply for early
graduation must be made at the end of the sophomore year.  Applications for early
graduation will not be accepted after the first day of school of the student’s junior
year.  The student must sign an application of intent and the student’s parent must
sign giving permission.  The form may be obtained through the Counselor’s Office.
(See Student Handbook for additional information.)
11
Revised4/6/2017

HONOR GRADUATES
The District shall recognize as an honor graduate each student who has completed the
foundation program with the distinguished level of achievement with a weighted GPA of
3.5 or higher, excluding the last six weeks of the senior year, and has earned
performance acknowledgements in Dual Credit and Bilingualism (see page 8 for more
info on these two performance acknowledgements).
CORRESPONDENCE COURSES
Jefferson High School junior and senior students are allowed to earn up to two credits
by correspondence.  Students temporarily living abroad and out-of-state students may
earn additional credits in residence.  Students are expected to pay for these courses.
Course grades are not calculated in the student’s GPA. Courses must be taken through
the Distance Learning Program of either Texas Tech University or The University of
Texas at Austin or the Texas Virtual School Network.
TESTING PROGRAMS
STAAR EOC (End-of-Course)
The STARR End-of-Course assessment program consists of 5 EOC assessments in
● English I and English II (each consists of Reading and Writing)
● Algebra I
● Biology
● U.S. History
A student is required to take the EOC assessment for any course in which the student is
enrolled, regardless of grade-level.
In order to graduate, students on the foundation high school program have to meet
Satisfactory Academic Performance on EOC assessments for English I & 2, Biology,
Algebra I, and US History.
CREDIT BY EXAM
(With Prior Instruction)
Course examinations offered by Texas Tech University or The University of Texas at
Austin will be used to receive course credit.  A score of 70 or above is required on the
test to receive credit.  The exams are administered under the supervision of the school
administration and returned to the University of origin for grading.
Students must request Credit by Exam thirty days prior to testing. Exams are
administered the last Monday of each month.
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CREDIT BY ACCELERATION
(Without Prior Instruction)
Credits may be received by making 80 or above on the Credit by Examination Test.
Grades received on these courses are not averaged into the student’s GPA and will not
appear on the academic records if they are not passed.  Students are limited to two
examinations within a school year.  Students may order these exams through the
Counselor’s Office.  The exams are administered under the supervision of the school
administration and are returned to the University of origin for grading.
Students must request Credit by Acceleration thirty days prior to testing. Exams are
administered the last Monday of each month.
PSAT (Preliminary SAT)

This test prepares students for the SAT (Scholastic aptitude Test), which is a college
admissions test offered by the College Board. The PSAT is the gateway to the National
Merit Scholarship. This test is offered primarily to juniors since only juniors are in
competition for the National Merit Scholarship Awards but may be taken by any
student classified as a freshman, sophomore or junior. This is an important exam for
students wishing to apply for national scholarships and planning to apply for admission
to college. The PSAT is given at Jefferson High School in October of every year to all
sophomores and juniors.
SAT (Scholastic aptitude Test)

This college admissions test consists of a verbal and mathematics section as well as a
test of standard written English. The test dates for the SAT are posted in the
Counselor’s Office. Preparation materials along with registration materials are
provided in the Counselor’s Office or online at www.collegeboard.com. Students may
also access free online preparation by going to www.collegeforalltexans.com
ACT ASPIRE

This test prepares students for the ACT, which is a college admissions test. This test is
offered to 8th
  grade students and 9th
  grade students when applicable. This is an
important exam for students wishing to apply for scholarships and planning to apply
for admission to college.
ACT
The ACT test is primarily a college admissions test. The ACT includes an English test, a
mathematics test, a reading test, a science reasoning test, and an optional writing test.
The test dates for the ACT are posted in the Counselor’s Office. Preparation materials
along with registration materials are provided in the Counselor’s Office and online at
www.actstudent.org. Students may also access free online preparation by going to
www.collegeforalltexans.com The ACT is given at Jefferson High School in October and
February each academic year.
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TSI (Texas Success Initiative)

This assessment is a college placement test, which provides information about the
reading, mathematics, and writing skills of students entering Texas public colleges or
universities. A student MUST take the TSI if he/she is planning to enroll in a Texas
public institution of higher education, are a full-time or part-time teacher education
student, are entering a certificate program unless the program is TSI-exempt.  The TSI
is given at Jefferson High School multiple times throughout the school year.
A student may be exempt from TSI if he/she meets any one of the following criteria:
▪
▪
▪
▪

ACT: Composite score of 23 with a minimum of 19 on the English and mathematics
tests
SAT: A combined verbal and mathematics score of 1070 with a minimum of 500 on
both the verbal and mathematics tests
A student that has been identified as having dyslexia or related disorders (check
with the college to obtain additional information)
A student that is enrolling in a TSI-exempt workforce program

EARNING COLLEGE CREDITS IN HIGH SCHOOL
DUAL CREDIT & CONCURRENT CREDIT
Dual credit allows students to earn high school credit and college credit at the same
time.  Jefferson High School has Dual Credit enrollment agreements with Panola
College, Texas State Technical College-Marshall, and LeTourneau University.
Concurrent credit allows students to enroll in college courses while still in high school.
Students enrolled in Concurrent college courses only earn college credit; they do not
earn high school credit.
Advantages of Taking a Dual Credit or Concurrent Credit Course
The main advantage of taking a Dual or Concurrent credit course is better preparation
for college after high school. Students also acquire sophisticated academic skills and
increased self-confidence in preparation for college.
Earning a 3.0 (B) or better in a Dual or Concurrent credit academic course can lead to
the Advanced Measure requirements of the Distinguished Achievement Program.
Additionally, students who take and pass a dual credit course receive college credit
while still in high school, saving both time and money. Students and parents should
always check with the college of interest to ensure that the college accepts dual credit
courses for credits and that the college will accept the course as transfer credit.
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Differences between Dual Credit or Concurrent Credit Courses and Other Courses
Time will be built into the high school schedule for students to complete online
college coursework. Dual credit courses are more challenging and stimulating, but
they take more time and require more work. Dual credit courses require energetic,
involved, and self-motivated students. Dual credit courses may be taught by an online
college professor, by JHS teachers who meet the requirements of a college-level
instructor, or an in-house teaching assistant (facilitator) will be available.
Before Enrolling in a Dual Credit or Concurrent Credit Course, a Student Must:
ACADEMIC:
• All academic course students must take and pass appropriate sections of  the
TSI—Reading, Writing, and/or Math  (subject required is dependent on course the
student is taking) --or prove exemption by providing one of the following:
▪ ACT: Composite score of 23 with a minimum of 19 on the English and mathematics tests
▪ SAT: A
  combined verbal and mathematics score of 1070 with a minimum of 500 on both the
verbal and mathematics tests
▪ A student enrolling in a certificate program requiring 42 or less semester credit hours may be
exempt
▪ A student that has been identified as having dyslexia or related disorders (check with the college
to obtain additional information)

Passing scores for each section are Math-350, Reading-351, Writing—5 in the Essay
section or 4 on Essay and 363 and above on multiple choice.
• “B” 3.0 GPA   required for all LeTourneau and Panola academic courses
• Must have passed all current grade STAAR Exams and/or have passed all STAAR
EOCs
● Obtain a high school transcript from the counselor’s office
TECHNICAL:
• “C” 2.25 GPA  for any technical course—these include any TSTC course and the
Certified Nurses’ Aide course through Panola College.
• Certified Nurses’ Aide – must take all three sections of the TSI
• Welding – prerequisite of at least one high school shop course
• Must have passed all current grade STAAR Exams and/or have passed all STAAR
EOCs
Other Considerations:
A student must not exceed two college courses per semester within regular hours
of the school day except with approval from the principal.
TSTC Dual Credit Considerations:
Students enrolling in TSTC dual credit courses will not be required to take the TSI.
Other Considerations:
▪ A student must not exceed two college courses per semester within regular
hours of the school day except with approval from the principal, counselor, or
dual credit coordinator.
▪ Courses that earn grade points must be taken in the long semesters.
▪ Students must pay tuition and fees to the college if they are seeking college
credit (unless waived by the college).
15
Revised4/6/2017

▪
▪

Students are not eligible for financial aid prior to graduation from high school
(unless a scholarship specifies “for dual credit or concurrent enrollment”).
A student must understand that enrollment in a Dual Credit course is enrollment
in a college-level course and no special consideration will be given by the
college because the student is in high school.

Dual Credit Courses Approved for JHS: Weighted courses designated in bold print.
Must Pass
TSI

Format

High School Course

College Course

College

English IV (1st
semester)
English IV (2nd
semester)
Government (Fall)
Independent Study in
Math  (1st semester)
Independent Study in
Math  (2nd semester
Medical Terminology

ENGL 1301 (3 hrs) English Composition
I
ENGL 1302 (3 hrs) English Composition
II
U.S Government POLS 2503 (3 hrs)
MATH 1203 (3 hrs) College Algebra

Panola College

Reading and
Writing

Face to face

Senior

Panola College

Reading and
Writing

Face to face

Senior

LeTourneau

Reading

Face to face

Senior

LeTourneau

Math

Online
w/Facilitator

Senior

MATH 1303 (3 hrs) Pre-Calculus

LeTourneau

Math

Online
w/Facilitator

Senior

Panola College

Reading

Face to face

Jr or Sr

Panola College

Reading

Face to face

Jr or Sr

LeTourneau

Reading

Online

Junior

LeTourneau

Reading

Online

Junior

LeTourneau

Reading

Online

Junior

Human Gwth & Dev

Medical Terminology I HITT 1305 (3
hrs)
Medical Terminology II HITT 1303 (3
hrs)
BIOL 1013 (3 hrs) Life Science
BIOL 1011 (1 hr) Life Science Lab
PHYS 1014 (4 hrs) Physical Science
w/lab
PSYC 2013 (3 hrs) Intro to Psychology

LeTourneau

Reading

Online
w/Facilitator

Junior

College Prep (SPRING)

HUMA 1153 (3 hrs) Intro to Fine Arts

LeTourneau

Reading

Junior

U.S. History (1st
semester)
U.S. History (2nd
semester)
College Prep SPRING

American Hist to 1865 HIST 2113 (3
hrs)
American Hist from 1865 HIST 2123 (3
hrs)
HUMA 1153 (3 hrs) Intro to Fine Arts

LeTourneau

Reading

Online
w/Facilitator
Face to face

LeTourneau

Reading

Face to face

Sophomore

LeTourneau

Reading

Online
w/facilitator

College Prep FALL

COMM 1113 (3 hrs) Intro to Speech
Comm

LeTourneau

Reading

Online
w/facilitator

Freshman
and/or
Sophomore
Freshman
and/or
Sophomore

College Prep

KINE 1512 (2 hours) Conc of Lifetime
Fitness
KINE 2913 (3 hrs) Human Nutrition
COSC 1303 (3 hrs) Computer Science 1

LeTourneau

Reading

Online

LeTourneau

Reading

Online

LeTourneau

Reading

Online

ITSW 1310(3 hrs) Intro to Pres Graph
(Fall)
POFI 2301 (3 hrs) Intro to Word Proc
(Fall)
POFI 1349 (3 hrs) Spreadsheets
(Spring)
WLDG 1407 (3 hrs) Intro to Welding
WLDG 1428 (3 hrs) Intro to SMAWg

TSTC

N/A

Face to Face

TSTC

N/A

Face to Face

TSTC

N/A

Face to Face

TSTC

N/A

(1st sem)

Medical Terminology
(2nd sem)

College Prep
College Prep
College Prep
(FALL) (1st semester)

College Prep
Computer Science
BIM 1 (possible offer)
BIM 2

Intro to Welding
Intro to Welding

Face to Face
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WHEN?

Sophomore

STATE-WIDE ARTICULATED COURSES
The Advanced Technical Credit (ATC) Program, also known as State-wide articulated
credit, gives high school students a chance to receive credit at participating community
colleges across Texas for taking certain enhanced technical courses during high school.
The statewide articulated courses and their equivalent college courses are listed in the
ATC Course Crosswalk which can be located at
https://atctexas.org/ATC_Part_Colleges_Websites.pdf.    All the participating
community colleges (https://atctexas.org/ATC_Part_Colleges_Websites.pdf) have
agreed to offer students credit for these courses, provided the college offers the course
and the student meets certain criteria. For a high school to offer an ATC course to its
students, the teacher of the course must meet the ATC teacher requirements, go
through ATC training, and teach the high school course so that it is enhanced to meet
the content of the equivalent college course. ATC courses are only offered in technical
or workforce areas - courses in academic areas such as English or history are not offered
as ATC courses.
How Does a Student Qualify for College Credit through State-wide Articulated Courses
(ATC)?    Students can earn college credit by taking ATC courses while in high
school.  An ATC course is an enhanced version of a normal high school course
that is taught by a teacher who has had special training.  Students must meet the
following requirements to be eligible for this potential credit:
▪ Enroll in ATC courses offered at Jefferson High School.  These courses will
be noted on your transcript with the letter A.
▪ Complete the course as a junior or senior with a minimum grade of 80 (B
or better).
▪ If there are prerequisites for the ATC course, make a minimum grade of
80 in each required course.
▪ Be currently enrolled at the community college and have completed
twelve (12) semester hours of credit,
▪ Enroll in a participating college and petition for college credit for the
courses within fifteen (15) months of graduation.
▪ Take a copy of high school transcript to the college.  Select a college
technical certificate or degree plan that includes one or more of the ATC
courses.
▪ Some colleges may delay the awarding of your credit until you have
completed six hours of college credit – check with the college to see what
is required.  AP and/or CLEP tests may apply towards the six required
hours.
Advantages of Taking Articulated Courses
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Taking Articulated Courses is a way to start a college technical major in high
school.  Students begin a course of study in high school and continue at a
community or technical college.  The result is a certificate or associate degree in
a career field.
Additionally, students who take Articulated Courses could receive FREE college
credit while still in high school, saving both time and money.  Students will not be

charged tuition and fees to receive this credit; however, the college may charge you a small administrative
fee to post the credit to your transcript.

Articulated Courses Offered at JHS:
Anatomy & Physiology
Principles of Business, Marketing, & Finance
EARNING CREDITS AND CLASS RANK & GPA
AWARDING OF CREDIT
The average of the two semesters of a course must equal 70 in order to pass the course
and receive full credit.  If the average of the two semesters is less than 70, but one of
the semester grades is 70 or above, the student will repeat only the semester failed.
Credit is awarded one time only for the same course.
CLASSIFICATION OF STUDENTS
GRADE 9

0-6.5 credits

GRADE 11

14-20.5 credits

GRADE 10

7-13.5 credits

GRADE 12

21 credits

CLASS RANK
●

Students will be ranked at the completion of the third week of the fourth nine grading
period of their senior year.  Ranking will be based on the mathematical average of the
total number of grade points accumulated, beginning with the ninth grade year.  P
 hysical
Education, Band, Athletics, Choir, Art, Theatre Arts, Local Credit, and Courses for which a
student’s admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee has modified the
curriculum such that the student is not being instructed in the content, scope, and
difficulty of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), course averages are N
 OT
used in calculating rank. To be considered for Valedictorian or Salutatorian, a student
must have attended Jefferson High School for, at least, the two full school years prior to
graduation.
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TOP TEN PERCENT
State law currently provides automatic admission to a state-supported college or
university to any graduating senior in the top ten percent of the graduating class.  The
University of Texas-Austin is the exception to this rule. UT-Austin publishes an
automatic acceptance rank each year, which may vary from year to year. Students
must comply with admission deadlines and may be required to submit SAT or ACT
scores.
GRADE POINT PROGRAM AND RANKING SYSTEM

Courses at Jefferson High School are weighted as follows for students entering high school 2012-13 and
beyond:

HONORS/ADVANCED
GRADE
100
  99
  98
  97
  96
  95
  94
  93
  92
  91
  90
  89
  88
  87
  86
  85
  84
  83
  82
  81
  80
  79
  78
  77
  76
  75
  74
  73
  72
  71
  70*

GRADE
POINT
5.0
4.9
4.8
4.7
4.6
4.5
4.4
4.3
4.2
4.1
4.0
3.9
3.8
3.7
3.6
3.5
3.4
3.3
3.2
3.1
3.0
2.9
2.8
2.7
2.6
2.5
2.4
2.3
2.2
2.1
2.0

REGULAR
GRADE
100
  99
  98
  97
  96
  95
  94
  93
  92
  91
  90
  89
  88
  87
  86
  85
  84
  83
  82
  81
  80
  79
  78
  77
  76
  75
  74
  73
  72
  71
  70*

*70 is the lowest passing grade in any subject.

GRADE
POINT
4.0
3.9
3.8
3.7
3.6
3.5
3.4
3.3
3.2
3.1
3.0
2.9
2.8
2.7
2.6
2.5
2.4
2.3
2.2
2.1
2.0
1.9
1.8
1.7
1.6
1.5
1.4
1.3
1.2
1.1
1.0
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COURSE OFFERINGS
CORE COURSES & ACADEMIC ELECTIVES

❶Advanced courses, which are weighted on the 5.0  scale
for calculation of weighted GPA , which determines rank
❷Courses that are not used in calculating GPA
❸Courses that may be taken for Dual Credit
❹Courses that may be taken for Articulated College Credit
MATHEMATICS

Algebra I
Geometry
Honors Geometry❶
Math in AFNR
Algebra II
Honors Algebra II❶
Pre-Calculus❶
Spanish I
Spanish II

Dual Credit College
Algebra ❶❸
Dual Credit PreCalculus
❶❸

LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH

English I
Honors English I❶
English II
Honors English II❶
English III

Integrated Physics/Chemistry
Biology
Honors Biology ❶
Chemistry
Honors Chemistry❶
Physics
Honors Physics❶
World Geography
Honors World Geography ❶
World History
Honors World History❶
Honors US History ❶
United States Government

Theater Arts I ❷
            & Theater Arts II-IV ❷

LANGUAGE ARTS

Spanish III❶

Honors English III❶
English IV
Dual Credit English
IV❶❸
Yearbook I-I

SCIENCES
Environmental
Systems
Anatomy and
Physiology❹
Honors Anatomy &
Phys ❶ ❹
SOCIAL STUDIES

United States History
Dual Credit U. S.
History ❶❸
Dual Credit U. S.
Government ❶❸
Economics

FINE ARTS

Marching
Band/Concert
Band I-IV❷
Music History
Choir❷

Art I-IV❷
Principles of Floral Design
HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Lifetime Nutrition & Wellness

Physical Education/Athletics❷
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CAREER & TECHNOLOGY ELECTIVES

❶Advanced courses, which are weighted on the 5.0  scale for calculation of weighted GPA , which determines rank
❷Courses that are not used in calculating GPA
❸Courses that may be taken for Dual Credit
❹Courses that may be taken for Articulated College Credit
AGRICULTURE, FOOD & NATURAL RESOURCES
Principles of Agriculture
Advanced Animal Science
Math Applications in Agriculture, Food, and Natural
Livestock Production
Resources
Horticulture Science
Ag Facilities Design and Fabrication
Wildlife, Fisheries, & Ecology Mgmt
Forestry & Woodland Eco.
ARTS, A/V TECHNOLOGY & COMMUNICATIONS
Professional Communication (usually paired w/Health Education)
Digital and Interactive Media
Dual Credit Intro to Speech ❸
Video Game Design (Jrs & Srs only)
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT & ADMINISTRATION
Principles of Business, Marketing & Finance❹
Virtual Business

Business Info Mgnt II❶❸
EDUCATION & TRAINING

Principles of Education & Training
Child Development

Human Growth & Development❸
FINANCE

Money Matters
Principles of Health Science
Medical Terminology

Medical Terminology Dual Credit—Prob & Sol 2 ❶❸

HEALTH SCIENCE
Pharmacy Tech----Problems & Solutions I
Practicum in Health Science II

Anatomy and Physiology❹
Honors Anatomy and Phys❶❹

Health Science Technology
Practicum in Health Science

HOSPITALITY & TOURISM
Practicum to Culinary Arts
Advanced Culinary Arts

Principles of Hospitality & Tourism
Intro to Culinary Arts

LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY, CORRECTIONS, AND SECURITY
Principles of Law, Public Safety, Corrections, and Security
MANUFACTURING
Intro to Welding

Dual Credit Welding❸
Welding I
MARKETING

Sports and Entertainment Marketing
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
❶Advanced courses, weighted on the 5.0 scale for calculation of weighted GPA, which determines rank.
❷Courses that are not used in calculating GPA
❸Courses that may be taken for Dual Credit
❹Courses that may be taken for Articulated College Credit

CORE COURSES & ACADEMIC ELECTIVES
MATHEMATICS
ALGEBRA I

Grade Placement: 8-9

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Algebra I

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Algebra I

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Algebra I

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry

First year algebra students will be provided with processes to increase their algebraic thinking and
symbolic reasoning skills, function concepts, and their relationship with equations.  Students will use a
variety of representations, tools, and technology to solve meaningful problems.
GEOMETRY

Grade Placement: 10

Students will build on their geometric thinking and spatial reasoning skills.  Students will study geometric
figures and their properties.  Geometry will help students perceive the connection between geometry and
the real and mathematical worlds and use geometric ideas, relationships and properties to solve
problems.
GEOMETRY Honors❶
Grade Placement: 9-11

This is an enriched Geometry course designed to prepare students for advanced placement studies in
mathematics.  Geometric thinking and spatial reasoning, geometric structure and patterns, geometric
measurement and properties, and justification and proof will help students build on their mathematics
foundations.
ALGEBRA II

Grade Placement: 12

The second year of algebra includes algebraic thinking, symbolic reasoning, function and equation
relationships, algebraic and geometric relationships, and will provide the tools necessary to understand
these concepts.
ALGEBRA II Honors❶
Grade Placement: 10-10

This is an enriched Algebra II course designed to prepare students for advanced placement studies in
mathematics.  Algebraic thinking, symbolic reasoning, function and equation relationships, algebraic and
geometric relationships, and the tools necessary to understand these concepts are presented.
PRE-CALCULUS❶
Grade Placement: 11-12

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry

This is an enriched Pre-Calculus course designed to prepare students for advanced placement studies in
mathematics.  Students will use functions, equations, and limits, as well as symbolic reasoning, to
represent and connect ideas in geometry, probability, statistics, trigonometry, and calculus and to model
physical situations.
DUAL CREDIT COLLEGE ALGEBRA-Independent Study in Math❶❸
Grade Placement: 12

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Algebra II, 3.0 GPA, Pass TSI Math
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Students enroll in MATH 1203 at LeTourneau (Fall semester). Course is offered on the JHS campus to
students as a means of gaining college credit for participation in class work equivalent to a college course.
This course will count as the 4th
  required credit of math. S tudents must pass TSI math or meet exemption
requirements to enroll in the course. S tudents graduating on the DAP may earn two Advanced Measures if
the student earns a 3.0 or higher in the college class. Students graduating under the Foundations
Graduation Plan may earn a dual credit performance acknowledgement for successfully completing 12
hours of college academic courses with a GPA of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale.  Students must pay tuition to
LeTourneau.
DUAL CREDIT PRECALCULUS-Independent Study in Math❶❸
Grade Placement: 12

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Algebra II, 3.0 GPA, Pass TSI Math

Students enroll in Math 1303 at LeTourneau (choice of Precalculus or Elementary Statistics for Spring
Semester).  Course is offered on the JHS campus to students as a means of gaining college credit for
participation in class for equivalent to a college course. This course will count as the 4th
  required credit of
math. Students must pass TSI math or meet exemption requirements to enroll in the course.  Students
graduating on the DAP may earn two Advanced Measures if the student earns a 3.0 or higher in the
college class. Students graduating under the Foundations Graduation Plan may earn a dual credit
performance acknowledgement for successfully completing 12 hours of college academic courses with a
GPA of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale.   Students must pay tuition to LeTourneau.
Mathematical Applications in Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources
Grade Placement: 12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Algebra I

To be prepared for careers in agriculture, food, and natural resources, students must acquire technical
knowledge in the discipline as well as apply academic skills in mathematics. Students should apply
knowledge and skills related to mathematics, including algebra, geometry, and data analysis in the
context of agriculture, food, and natural resources. To prepare for success, students are afforded
opportunities to reinforce, apply, and transfer their knowledge and skills related to mathematics in a
variety of contexts.
LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH
SPANISH I

Grade Placement: 9-10

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit:1

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Students should understand short utterances when listening and respond orally with learned material.
Students should produce learned material when speaking, reading, writing, and listening.  Students should
be able to determine main ideas, to understand novice grammatical aspects, and to recognize the
importance in communication to know about the culture.
SPANISH II

Grade Placement: 10-11
Spanish 1 with 90% score

Prerequisite: Spanish I or Credit by Exam in

Students should be able to participate in face-to-face communication using learned material.  Students
should be able to determine main ideas when reading and listening, to understand intermediate
grammatical aspects, and to incorporate cultural aspects within communication.  Students should
increase speaking, reading, writing, and listening skills to that of an intermediate learner.
SPANISH III❶

Grade Placement: 11-12
GPA & Ranking: Advanced
score, Spanish II/ Credit by Exam in Spanish II with 90% score

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Spanish I/Credit by Exam with 90%

Student's goal is for mastery on the advanced level, which includes participating fully in casual
conversation.  Students must describe in past, present, and future time when speaking and writing.
Students understand and discuss material on a variety of topics when reading and listening.  Students
express themselves grammatically correct when writing and speaking.  Students incorporate the skills of
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listening, speaking, writing, and reading to read and comprehend authentic texts of prose and poetry of
selected authors.
LANGUAGE ARTS
ENGLISH I

Grade Placement: 9

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

Credit: 1

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: English I

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: English I

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: English II

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: English II, Summer Reading

In English I, students practice all forms of writing.  An emphasis is placed on organizing logical arguments
with clearly expressed definitions, thesis, and evidence.  Students write to persuade, report, and describe.
English I students read extensively from short stories, drama, and novels.  They also complete a study of
poetry and learn literary forms and terms associated with selections being read.  Students interpret the
possible influences of the historical context on a literary work.
ENGLISH I Honors❶
Grade Placement: 9

Honors English I is a course designed to expand beyond the essential elements of English I to include a
higher level of critical and creative thinking skills.
ENGLISH II

Grade Placement: 10

Students are expected to plan, draft, and complete written compositions on a regular basis.  Students edit
their papers for clarity, engaging language, and the correct use of the mechanics of written English.
Students practice all forms of writing.  An emphasis is placed on persuasive writing.  These forms may
include a response to literature, a reflective essay, or an autobiographical narrative.  Students read
extensively from world literature.  They learn literary forms and terms associated with selections being
read.  Students interpret the possible influences of the historical context on a literary work.
Honors ENGLISH II Honors❶
Grade Placement: 10

This course expands beyond the requirements of English II to include higher-level critical and creative
thinking skills.
ENGLISH III

Grade Placement: 11

Students will plan, draft, and complete written composition on a regular basis.  Papers are edited for
clarity, engaging language, and the correct use of mechanics of written English and will produce a final
error-free draft.  Periods from American literature will include the pre-colonial period, colonial and
revolutionary period, romanticism and idealism, realism and naturalism, early 20th century, and the late
20th century.  Students interpret the possible influences of the historical context on a literary work.
Honors ENGLISH III Honors❶
Grade Placement: 11
Assignment

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

Students will interpret and evaluate fiction and non-fiction writings according to their historical, social,
and cultural conflict, focusing on writings by American authors.  Documented essays will be written.  A
variety of pre-writing techniques will be utilized.  Students will develop an effective writing style, focusing
on word choice, sentence structure, clarity, conciseness, voice, tone, organization, introductions,
conclusions, transitions, and support.  Students will develop and practice procedures for answering test
items on the PSAT and SAT.  Required reading will focus on the literary elements as they relate to life.
ENGLISH IV

Grade Placement: 12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: English III

Course involves planning, drafting, and completing written compositions on a regular basis.  A variety of
writing forms including:  business, personal, literary and persuasive texts.  Students will read extensively
from British literature and other world literature.  Periods from British literature may include the Old
English period, medieval period, English Renaissance, 17th century, 18th century, Romantic period,
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Victorian period, and Modern and Post-Modern period.  Students will interpret influences of the historical
period on the literary work.
DUAL CREDIT ENGLISH IV ❶❸
Grade Placement: 12
Writing, 3.0 GPA

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: English III, Pass TSI Reading and

Students enroll in ENGL 1301 and 1302 at Panola College. Course is offered to English IV students as a
means of gaining college credit for participation in class work equivalent to a college course.  Extensive
reading is required. Students must pass the reading and writing portions of the TSI or meet exemption
requirements to enroll in the course.  Students graduating on the DAP may earn two Advanced Measures if
the student earns a 3.0 or higher in the college class.  Students graduating under the Foundations
Graduation Plan may earn a dual credit performance acknowledgement for successfully completing 12
hours of college academic courses with a GPA of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale.  Students must pass TSI or
meet exemption requirements to enroll in the course. Students must pay tuition to Panola College.
YEARBOOK I-IV

Grade Placement: 10-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Through the study of technology Applications foundations, including technology-related terms, concepts,
and data input strategies. Students learn to make informed decisions about technology and their
Applications.  Students will communicate information in different formats and to diverse audiences.
ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL) I & II
Grade Placement:  9-10

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite:  L-PAC Committee Decision

These courses will provide the students with a working knowledge of English in three areas:  conversation,
reading, and writing.  The students will be offered course work based on the level of English upon entry
into the Jefferson High School English as a Second Language Program.  The levels are as follows:  Beginner,
Intermediate and Advanced.
SCIENCES
INTEGRATED PHYSICS & CHEMISTRY
Grade Placement: 9

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

Credit: 1

Students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during investigations, and
make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving.  This course integrates the
disciplines of physics and chemistry in the following topics:  motion, waves, energy transformations,
properties of matter, changes in matter, and solution chemistry. T his course will not count as a required
science course for the Recommended or DAP graduation programs.
BIOLOGY

Grade Placement: 9

In Biology, students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during
investigations, and make informed decisions using critical-thinking and scientific problem solving.
Students in Biology study a variety of topics that include:  structures and functions of cells and viruses;
growth and development of organisms; cells, tissues, and organs; nucleic acids and genetics; biological
evolution; taxonomy; metabolism and energy transfers in living organisms; living systems; homeostasis;
ecosystem; and plants and the environment.
Biology Honors❶
Grade Placement: 9

Advanced Chemistry requires a more challenging and rigorous study of chemistry, which is intended to
prepare students for college-level course work in science. Students conduct field and laboratory
investigations, use scientific methods during investigations, and make informed decisions using
critical-thinking and scientific problem solving.  Students in Biology study a variety of topics that include:
structures and functions of cells and viruses; growth and development of organisms; cells, tissues, and
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organs; nucleic acids and genetics; biological evolution; taxonomy; metabolism and energy transfers in
living organisms; living systems; homeostasis; ecosystem; and plants and the environment.
CHEMISTRY

Grade Placement: 10-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

In Chemistry, students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during
investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving.
Students study a variety of topics that include:  characteristics of matter; energy transformations during
physical and chemical changes; atomic structure; periodic table of elements; behavior of gases; bonding;
nuclear fusion and nuclear fission; oxidation-reduction reactions; chemical equations; solutes; properties
of solutions; acids and bases; and chemical reactions.  Students will investigate how chemistry is an
integral part of our daily lives.
CHEMISTRY Honors❶

Grade Placement: 10-12
GPA & Ranking: Advanced
have had or enrolled in Honors Alg 2

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: 1 credit of science &

Advanced Chemistry requires a more challenging and rigorous study of chemistry, which is intended to
prepare students for college-level course work in science. Students conduct field and laboratory
investigations, use scientific methods during investigations, and make informed decisions using critical
thinking and scientific problem solving.  Students study a variety of topics that include:  characteristics of
matter; energy transformations during physical and chemical changes; atomic structure; periodic table of
elements; behavior of gases; bonding; nuclear fusion and nuclear fission; oxidation-reduction reactions;
chemical equations; solutes; properties of solutions; acids and bases; and chemical reactions.  Students
will investigate how chemistry is an integral part of our daily lives.
ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS
Grade Placement: 9-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: None

In Environmental Systems, students conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific methods
during investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving.
Students study a variety of topics that include: biotic and abiotic factors in habitats, ecosystems and
biomes, interrelationships among resources and an environmental system, sources and flow of energy
through an environmental system, relationship between carrying capacity and changes in populations and
ecosystems, and changes in environments.
PHYSICS

Grade Placement: 11-12

In Physics, students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during
investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving.
Students study a variety of topics that include:  laws of motion; changes within physical systems and
conservation of energy and momentum; force; thermodynamics; characteristics and behavior of waves;
and quantum physics.  This course provides students with a conceptual framework, factual knowledge,
and analytical and scientific skills.
PHYSICS Honors❶

Grade Placement: 11-12
enrolled in Honors PreCalculus

Prerequisite: 1 credit of science & have had or

Advanced Physics requires a more challenging and rigorous study of physics, which is intended to prepare
students for college-level course work in science. Students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use
scientific methods during investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific
problem solving.  Students study a variety of topics that include:  laws of motion; changes within physical
systems and conservation of energy and momentum; force; thermodynamics; characteristics and
behavior of waves; and quantum physics.  This course provides students with a conceptual framework,
factual knowledge, and analytical and scientific skills.
SOCIAL STUDIES
WORLD GEOGRAPHY
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Grade Placement: 9-11; offered at 11 for JHS

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

The course centers around the physical processes that shape patterns in the physical environment; the
characteristics of major land forms, climates and ecosystems and their inter-relationships; the political,
economic, and social processes that shape cultural patterns of regions; types and patterns of settlement;
the distribution and movement of world population; relationships among people, places, and
environments; and the concept of region.
WORLD GEOGRAPHY Honors❶
Grade Placement: 9-11; offered at 11 for JHS

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

Credit: 1

The course introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped
human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface. Students learn to employ spatial concepts
and landscape analysis to examine human socioeconomic organization and its environmental
consequences. They also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their research and
applications. As an honors course successful completion of the course should prepare the student for
future honors courses.
WORLD HISTORY

Grade Placement: 9-11; offered at 9  or JHS

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

Credit: 1

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

Credit: 1

This course emphasizes the study of significant people, events, and issues from the earliest times to the
present.  Students will identify traditional historical points of reference in western civilization in other
parts of the world.  The course involves the study of cause/effect of political and economic imperialism as
well as the study of major political revolution since the 17th century. This course also involves the study of
cause/effect of political and economic imperialism as well as the study of major political revolutions since
the 17th century.
WORLD HISTORY Honors❶

Grade Placement: 9-11; offered at 9 for JHS

The Honors program in World History is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual
knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in world history.  The program
prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them
equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses.  Students should learn to assess
historical material—their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their
importance—and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.  An
Honors world history course should thus develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis
of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format.
U.S. HISTORY

Grade Placement: 9-11; offered at 10 for JHS

This course is a study of the history of the United States since Reconstruction to the present with
emphasis being placed on political, economic, and social events related to industrialization, major wars,
domestic and foreign policies of the cold war and post-cold war period.
U.S. History Honors❶❸

Grade Placement: 9-11; offered at 10 for JHS

Students enroll in HIST 2113 in the Fall and HIST 2123 in the Spring through LeTourneau.  The primary
content emphasis for this course pertains to the study of United States history from Reconstruction to the
present day. Students will be exposed to the historical, geographic, political, economic, and sociological
events which influenced the development of the United States and the resulting impact on world history.
So that students can clearly see the relationship between cause and effect in historical events, students
should have the opportunity to review those fundamental ideas and events which occurred before the
end of Reconstruction. Students are empowered to perform at higher levels as they engage in the
following: analyzing historical documents and supplementary readings, working in the context of
thematically categorized information, becoming proficient in note-taking, participating in Socratic
seminars/discussions, emphasizing free-response and document-based writing, contrasting opposing
viewpoints and solving problems.
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U.S. History Dual Credit❶❸
Grade Placement: 10-11

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: 3.0 GPA and pass TSI Reading

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: ½ (paired with Economics)

Students enroll in HIST 2113 in the Fall and HIST 2123 in the Spring through LeTourneau University.  The
primary content emphasis for this course pertains to the study of United States history from
Reconstruction to the present day. Students will be exposed to the historical, geographic, political,
economic, and sociological events which influenced the development of the United States and the
resulting impact on world history. So that students can clearly see the relationship between cause and
effect in historical events, students should have the opportunity to review those fundamental ideas and
events which occurred before the end of Reconstruction. Students are empowered to perform at higher
levels as they engage in the following: analyzing historical documents and supplementary readings,
working in the context of thematically categorized information, becoming proficient in note-taking,
participating in Socratic seminars/discussions, emphasizing free-response and document-based writing,
contrasting opposing viewpoints and solving problems. Students must pass the reading portion of the TSI
or meet exemption requirements to enroll in the course.  Students graduating on the DAP may earn two
Advanced Measures if the student earns a 3.0 or higher in the college class. Students graduating under the
Foundations Graduation Plan may earn a dual credit performance acknowledgement for successfully
completing 12 hours of college academic courses with a GPA of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale.  Students must
pay tuition to LeTourneau.
U.S. GOVERNMENT
Grade Placement: 12

The focus of this course is on the principles and beliefs upon which the country was founded as well as the
structure, functions, and powers of government at the global, national, state and local level.
U.S. GOVERNMENT Dual Credit❶❸
Grade Placement: 12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: ½ (paired with Economics)

Prerequisite: 3.0 GPA & pass TSI Reading

Students enroll in POLS 2503 (Fall only) through LeTourneau. The focus of this course is on the principles
and beliefs upon which the country was founded as well as the structure, functions, and powers of

government at the global, national, state and local level. Students must pass the reading portion of the TSI
or meet exemption requirements to enroll in the course.  Students graduating on the DAP may earn two
Advanced Measures if the student earns a 3.0 or higher in the college class. Students graduating under the
Foundations Graduation Plan may earn a dual credit performance acknowledgement for successfully
completing 12 hours of college academic courses with a GPA of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale.  Students must
pay tuition to LeTourneau.
ECONOMICS

Grade Placement: 12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: ½ (paired with U.S. Government)

This is a course that has its focus on the basic principles concerning production, consumption, and
distribution of goods and services in the United States and a comparison with those in other countries
around the world. This course also focuses on individual financial literacy.
FINE ARTS
.

CHORAL MUSIC 1-4
Grade Placement: 9-12

GPA & Ranking: None

Credit: 1

GPA & Ranking: None

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Audition and Teacher Recommendation

Choral Music involves the study of music theory, history and literature, vocal and choral techniques, and
music reading.  Students rehearse for individual ensemble and large group performance activities
THEATER ARTS I
Grade Placement: 9-12

This is a course for beginning theater arts students.  This is a foundation course in theater knowledge and
skills, including history and basic acting techniques.  As a performance course, it requires numerous
memorizations and on-stage presentations.
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THEATER ARTS II-IV (OAP)
Grade Placement: 10-12

GPA & Ranking: None

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Theater Arts I, Audition

This is a drama course in which advanced study of various types of theatrical presentations will be a block
of the semester in which it is offered.  A block of the semester will be spent learning about and
constructing props, scenery, costumes, and other necessary support work for production of a major
project.  A one-act play will be written and performed by the class, thus utilizing all skills gained from this
course.  This course requires the student to appear in at least one on-stage presentation, numerous
memorizations, and other works related to production of a major presentation.  Students may enroll in
One Act Play, as schedule permits.
ART I-IV❷

Grade Placement: 9-12

GPA & Ranking: None

Credit: 1

The art curriculum is designed to provide the student with basic and advanced skills in the areas of fine
arts and applied arts.  The courses are planned with emphasis on individualized instruction, which allows
the students to develop skills in chosen areas.  Classes are limited to 20.  Individual Study is by teacher
recommendation only.  Some activities may require personal expenses.  The director/teacher of the
program will furnish specific details upon request.
MARCHING & CONCERT BAND I-IV❷
Grade Placement: 9-12

GPA & Ranking: None

Credit: 1 (also ½ PE Waiver for Marching Band)

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Preparation begins the first week of August for performances at football games, with emphasis on
marching fundamentals as well as playing an instrument.  After football season, fundamentals of concert
band performance are emphasized through solos and ensembles in preparation for UIL competition and
the Annual Spring Concert.
MUSIC HISTORY
Grade Placement: 9-12

Students will develop their intellect and refine their understanding of the cultural and creative nature of
musical artistry.  By reflecting on musical period and styles, students understand music’s role in history
and are able to participate successfully in a diverse society.  Students analyze and evaluate music,
developing criteria for making critical judgments and informed choices.
HEALTH EDUCATION CREDIT (LOCAL)
LIFETIME NUTRITION & WELLNESS
Grade Placement: 9-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: ½ (usually paired with Professional Communications)

In Lifetime Nutrition students acquire the health information and skills necessary to become healthy
adults and learn behaviors in which they should and should not participate.  To achieve that goal, students
will understand the following:  students should first seek guidance in the area of health from their
parents; personal behaviors can increase or reduce health risks throughout the lifespan; health is
influenced by a variety of factors; students can recognize and utilize health information and products and
personal/interpersonal skills are needed to promote individual, family and community health.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
PHYSICAL EDUCATION/ ATHLETICS❷
Grade Placement: 9-12

GPA & Ranking: None

Credit: 1

A course designed to improve physical fitness, recreational ability, increase appreciation for health and
exercise, and to develop more desirable social and leadership qualities.  1 credit of physical education is
required for graduation.
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CAREER & TECHNOLOGY ELECTIVES
AGRICULTURE, FOOD & NATURAL RESOURCES
The production, processing, marketing, distribution, financing, and
development of agricultural commodities and resources including food,
fiber, wood products, natural resources, horticulture, and other plant and
animal products/resources.

PRINCIPLES OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD & NATURAL RESOURCES
Grade Placement: 9-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

This course is the prerequisite course for all other courses in the Agriculture, food and Natural Resources
major. This course allows students to develop knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities,
personal development, globalization, industry standards, details, practices, and expectations. To prepare
for success, students need to have opportunities to learn, reinforce, experience, apply, and transfer their
knowledge and skills in a variety of settings.
AGRICULTURE FACILITIES DESIGN AND FABRICATION
Grade Placement: 11-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Ag Mechanics

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Art 1 or Equivalent)

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: ½ to 1

Prerequisite: Principles of Ag

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Principles of Ag

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Principles of Ag

This course prepares students for careers in mechanized agriculture and technical systems related to
agricultural facilities design and fabrication. Students design and fabricate agricultural structures as well
as explore different types of power systems used in agricultural facilities. Students develop skills in metal
construction techniques.
PRINCIPLES AND ELEMENTS OF FLORAL DESIGN
Grade Placement: 10-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

This course prepares for careers in floral design, students need to attain academic skills and knowledge as
well as technical knowledge and skills related to horticultural systems and develop knowledge and skills
regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry expectations. To prepare for success,
students need opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply and transfer their knowledge and skills and
technologies in a variety of settings. This course is designed to develop students' ability to identify and
demonstrate the principles and techniques related to floral design as well as develop an understanding of
the management of floral enterprises.
FORESTRY AND WOODLAND ECOSYSTEMS
Grade Placement: 10-12

This course examines current management practices for forestry and woodlands. Special emphasis is
given to management as it relates to ecological requirements and how these practices impact the
environment.
HORTICULTURE SCIENCE
Grade Placement: 10-12

This course is designed to develop an understanding of common horticultural management practices as
they relate to food and ornamental plant production.
LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION
Grade Placement: 10-12

This course is designed to prepare students for careers in the field of animal science, students need to
attain academic skills and knowledge, acquire knowledge and skills related to animal systems and the
workplace, and develop knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, and
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industry expectations. To prepare for success, students need opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply, and
transfer their knowledge and skills in a variety of settings. Animal species to be addressed in this course
may include, but are not limited to, beef cattle, dairy cattle, swine, sheep, goats, and poultry.
WILDLIFE FISHERIES AND ECOLOGY MANAGEMENT
Grade Placement: 9-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Principles of Ag

This course examines the management of game and non-game wildlife species, fish, and aquacrops and
their ecological needs as related to current agricultural practices.
ARTS, A/V TECHNOLOGY & COMMUNICATIONS
Designing, producing, exhibiting, performing, writing, and publishing
multimedia content including visual and performing arts and design,
journalism, and entertainment services.

PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATIONS
Grade Placement: 9-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1/2

Professional Communications blends written, oral, and graphic communication in a career-based
environment. Careers in the global economy require individuals to be creative and have a strong
background in computer and technology Applications, a strong and solid academic foundation, and a
proficiency in professional oral and written communication. Within this context, students will be expected
to develop and expand the ability to write, read, edit, speak, listen, and apply software Applications,
manipulate computer graphics, and conduct Internet research. This course may count for the required
Speech credit.
PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATIONS DUAL CREDIT❸
Grade Placement: 9-12

GPA & Ranking:  Advanced

Credit: 1/2

INTRO TO SPEECH COMM 1113 will be offered online with a facilitator through LeTourneau University.
Students will enroll in the course in the Fall of the year.  Professional Communications blends written,
oral, and graphic communication in a career-based environment. Careers in the global economy require
individuals to be creative and have a strong background in computer and technology Applications, a
strong and solid academic foundation, and a proficiency in professional oral and written communication.
Within this context, students will be expected to develop and expand the ability to write, read, edit,
speak, listen, and apply software Applications, manipulate computer graphics, and conduct Internet
research. This course may count for the required Speech credit.

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT & ADMINISTRATION
Business Management and Administration careers encompass planning,
organizing, directing and evaluating business functions essential to
efficient and productive business operations.  Business Management and
Administration career opportunities are available in every sector of the
economy.

PRINCIPLES OF BUSINESS, MARKETING & FINANCE
Grade Placement: 9-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: ½ or 1

In this course, students gain knowledge and skills in economies and private enterprise systems, the impact
of global business, marketing of goods and services, advertising, and product pricing. Students analyze the
sales process and financial management principles. This course allows students to reinforce, apply, and
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transfer academic knowledge and skills to a variety of interesting and relevant activities, problems and
settings in business, marketing, and finance.
BUSINESS INFORMATION MANAGEMENT I
Grade Placement: 9-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Proficiency in Keyboarding

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: BIM I

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit:½

Students implement personal and interpersonal skills to strengthen individual performance in the
workplace and in society and make a successful transition to the workforce or postsecondary education.
Students apply technical skills to address business Applications of emerging technologies, create
word-processing documents, develop a spreadsheet, formulate a database, and make an electronic
presentation using appropriate software.  This course may count for one credit of Technology Applications.
BUSINESS INFORMATION MANAGEMENT II ❶
Grade Placement: 9-12

Students implement personal and interpersonal skills to strengthen individual performance in the
workplace and in society and make a successful transition to the workforce or postsecondary education.
Students apply technical skills to address business applications of emerging technologies, create complex
word-processing documents, develop sophisticated spreadsheets using charts and graphs, and make an
electronic presentation using appropriate multimedia software.
VIRTUAL BUSINESS
Grade Placement: 9-12

Students incorporate a broad base of knowledge that includes the legal, managerial, marketing, financial,
ethical, and international dimensions of business to make appropriate business decisions. Students will be
able to identify steps needed to locate customers, set fees, and develop client contracts. Student will be
able to provide administrative, creative, and technical services using advanced technological modes of
communication and data delivery. The student builds a functional website that incorporates the essentials
of a virtual business.
EDUCATION AND TRAINING
Planning, managing and providing education and training services,
and related learning support services.

PRINCIPLES OF EDUCATION & TRAINING
 Placement: 9-10

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: none

Principles of Education and Training is designed to introduce learners to the various careers available
within the education and training career cluster. Students use self-knowledge and educational and career
information to analyze various careers within the education and training career cluster. Students will also
gain an understanding of the basic knowledge and skills essential to careers within the education and
training career cluster. Students will develop a graduation plan that leads to a specific career choice in the
student's interest area.
FINANCE
Financial and investment planning, banking, insurance and business
financial management.

MONEY MATTERS
Grade Placement: 9-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: none
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In this course students investigate global economics with emphasis on the free-enterprise system and its
impact on consumers and business, apply critical-thinking skills to analyze financial options related to
both personal and business finance, set and determine methods for achieving long-term financial goals
through investment, tax planning, asset allocation, risk management, retirement and estate planning.
HEALTH SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY
Planning, managing, and providing therapeutic services, diagnostic services,
health informatics, support services, and biotechnology research and
development.

PRINCIPLES OF HEALTH SCIENCE
Grade Placement: 9-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: ½

This course provides an overview of the therapeutic, diagnostic, health informatics, support services, and
biotechnology research and development systems of the healthcare industry.
MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY
Grade Placement: 9-12

This course is designed to introduce students to the structure of medical terms, including prefixes,
suffixes, word roots, combining forms, and singular and plural forms, plus medical abbreviations and
acronyms. The course allows students to achieve comprehension of medical vocabulary appropriate to
medical procedures, human anatomy and physiology, and pathophysiology.
MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY DUAL CREDIT❶❸
Grade Placement: 11-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

(Problems and Solutions 2)
Credit: 1

Students enroll in HITT 1303 in the Fall and HITT 1303 in the Spring through Panola College.  Study of word
origin and structure through the introduction of prefixes, suffixes, root words, plurals, abbreviations and
symbols, surgical procedures, medical specialties, and diagnostic procedures.
HEALTH SCIENCE
Grade Placement: 10-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisites: Principles of Health Science
Biology  (may be concurrently enrolled)

This course is designed to provide for the development of advanced knowledge and skills related to a
wide variety of health careers. Students will have hands-on experiences for continued knowledge and skill
development. This course may be taught by different methodologies such as clinical rotation and career
preparation learning.
PRACTICUM IN HEALTH SCIENCE I & II
Grade Placement: 11-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 2

Prerequisite: Health Science

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Biology, Chemistry,

This course is the 2nd
  year and 3rd
  year of the Health Science Technology sequence. In order to enroll in
this course, students must have successfully completed Health Science and passed the AHA CPR and First
Aid course. The Practicum is designed to give students practical application of previously studied
knowledge and skills Practicum experiences can occur in a variety of locations appropriate to the nature
and level of experience. Possible certifications that may be available include: CPR and/or Pharmacy
Technician (must be a senior).
ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY Honors❶
Grade Placement: 11- 12
Physics

GPA & Ranking: Advanced

In this course, students conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific methods during
investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving. Students
in A&P study a variety of topics, including the structure and function of the human body and the
interaction of body systems for maintaining homeostasis.
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PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS I (PHARMACY TECH)
Grade Placement: 12

    GPA & Ranking: Regular

          Credit: 1         Prerequisite: $299 Course Fee,  Health Science , must be a Senior

Problems and Solutions is a project-based research course for students who have the ability to research a
real-world problem. Students develop a project on a topic related to career interests, use scientific
methods of investigation to conduct in-depth research, are matched with a mentor from the business or
professional community, compile findings, and present their findings to an audience that includes experts
in the field. To attain academic success, students must have opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply, and
transfer their knowledge, skills, and technologies in a variety of settings.  Possible certification available:
Pharmacy Technician (Srs only).
HOSPITALITY & TOURISM
Hospitality & Tourism encompasses the management, marketing and
operations of restaurants and other foodservices, lodging, attractions,
recreation events and travel related services.

PRINCIPLES OF HOSPITALITY & TOURISM
Grade Placement: 9-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: ½ (usually paired with Travel/Tourism)

The hospitality and tourism industry encompasses lodging; travel and tourism; recreation, amusements,
attractions, and resorts; and restaurants and food beverage service. The hospitality and tourism industry
maintains the largest national employment base in the private sector. Students use knowledge and skills
that meet industry standards to function effectively in various positions within this multifaceted industry.
Students are encouraged to participate in extended learning experiences such as career and technical
student organizations and other leadership or extracurricular organizations.
INTRO TO CULINARY ARTS
Grade Placement: 10-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Principles of Hospitality & Tourism, or
Principles of Business

Introduction to Culinary Arts will emphasize the principles of planning, organizing, staffing, directing, and
controlling the management of a variety of food service operations. The course will provide insight into
the operation of a well-run restaurant. Introduction to Culinary Arts will provide insight into food
production skills, various levels of industry management, and hospitality skills. This is an entry level course
for students interested in pursuing a career in the foodservice industry. This course is offered as a
classroom and laboratory-based course. Students may earn ServSafe  Certification through this course.
®

CULINARY ARTS

Grade Placement: 10-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Principles of Hospitality & Tourism, or
Principles of Business

Culinary Arts begins with the fundamentals and principles of the art of cooking and the science of baking
and includes management and production skills and techniques. This course is offered as
laboratory-based course. Students are encouraged to participate in extended learning experiences such as
career and technical student organizations and other leadership or extracurricular organizations. Students
may earn ServSafe  Certification through this course.
®

PRACTICUM IN CULINARY ARTS
Grade Placement: 11-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Culinary Arts

Practicum in Culinary Arts students are taught employability skills, which include job-specific skills
applicable to their training plan, job interview techniques, communication skills, financial and budget
activities, human relations, and portfolio development. Practicum in Culinary Arts is relevant and rigorous,
supports student application of academic standards, and effectively prepares students for college and
career success. Instruction may be delivered through school-based laboratory training or through
work-based delivery arrangements such as cooperative education, mentoring, and job shadowing.
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MANUFACTURING
Planning, managing and performing the processing of materials into
intermediate or final products and related professional and technical support
activities such as production planning and control, maintenance and
manufacturing/process engineering.

INTRO TO WELDING
Grade Placement: 10-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Principles of Ag

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 2

Prerequisite: Principles of Ag

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Principles of Ag

Introduction to Welding will provide an introduction to welding technology with an emphasis on basic
welding laboratory principles and operating procedures. Students will be introduced to the three basic
welding processes. Topics include: industrial safety and health practices, hand tool and power machine
use, measurement, laboratory operating procedures, welding power sources, welding career potentials,
and introduction to welding codes and standards. Introduction to Welding will provide students with the
knowledge, skills, and technologies required for employment in welding industries. Students will develop
knowledge and skills related to welding and apply them to personal career development. This course
supports integration of academic and technical knowledge and skills. Students will reinforce, apply, and
transfer knowledge and skills to a variety of settings and problems. Knowledge about career
opportunities, requirements, and expectations and the development of workplace skills will prepare
students for future success.
WELDING I

Grade Placement: 11-12

Welding I provides the knowledge, skills, and technologies required for employment in metal technology
systems. Students will develop knowledge and skills related to this system and apply them to personal
career development. This course supports integration of academic and technical knowledge and skills.
Students will reinforce, apply, and transfer knowledge and skills to a variety of settings and problems.
Knowledge about career opportunities, requirements, and expectations and the development of
workplace skills prepare students for future success. Students may earn an American Welding Society
Sense Level I Welding Certification.
WELDING DUAL CREDIT❸
Grade Placement: 11-12

WELD courses will be taken through TSTC and taught face to face on the JHS campus.  The high school
course will be Intro to Welding. Welding provides the knowledge, skills, and technologies required for
employment in metal technology systems. Students will develop knowledge and skills related to this
system and apply them to personal career development. This course supports integration of academic and
technical knowledge and skills. Students will reinforce, apply, and transfer knowledge and skills to a
variety of settings and problems. Knowledge about career opportunities, requirements, and expectations
and the development of workplace skills prepare students for future success. Students may earn an
American Welding Society Sense Level I Welding Certification.
MARKETING
Careers in planning, management and performing marketing activities to
reach organizational objectives.

SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT MARKETING
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Grade Placement: 9-12

GPA & Ranking: Regular

Credit: ½

Prerequisite: none

Sports and Entertainment Marketing will provide students with a thorough understanding of the marketing concepts
and theories that apply to sports and entertainment. The areas this course will cover include basic marketing
concepts, publicity, sponsorship, endorsements, licensing, branding, event marketing, promotions, and sports and
entertainment marketing strategies.

HIGH SCHOOL ENDORSEMENTS
PREPARING FOR A CAREER
Jobs in the twenty-first century will require both high academic and technical skills.
Primarily because of ever-changing technology, our society will see many new job titles
and work areas added each year.  That makes it especially important for students to
begin thinking early about what types of occupations they might want to pursue and
then to plan a rigorous high school program that will give them more opportunities for
success.
CHOOSING AN ENDORSEMENT
There are five Endorsements, which are organized around broad career fields. Each
cluster represents an Endorsement.
All students must select an Endorsement and develop a High School Graduation Plan
that will prepare the student for college and a career in that area.
Additionally, because all students take a "core foundation" of academic courses,
Endorsement overlap enough to allow the flexibility to change majors if interests change
or new knowledge and skills are acquired.  In every area, students will continue to take
the core curriculum courses that provide all students with the courses necessary to
enter most Texas post-secondary institutions.

ENDORSEMENTS

Recommended Electives and Courses
Visit www.careercruising.com to find more careers within each Endorsement.
(Username: jeffersonhs / Password: 1bulldog)
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THE COLLEGE ZONE CENTER (CZC)
Located in the JHS front office is the College Zone Center equipped with laptops, a
printer and material to prepare for college. The CZC is for students and parents to
research colleges, scholarships, High School endorsements and careers, find practice
ACT/SAT study guides, use online study guides, register for ACT/SAT apply for college
online, complete FAFSA and much more. To reserve a time in the CZC, come by the JHS
Counseling office. Visit the College Zone Center to begin creating your destination for
the future!
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