
FAQ's for Academic Planning 

What are the learning options for Jefferson ISD students? 

Jefferson ISD students will be able to choose one of two options:  fully remote instruction OR face-to 

face on-campus instruction.   Students will not be allowed to switch between modes of instruction until 

the end of a grading period. (ex. A student chooses remote learning at the beginning of the school year, 

but changes their mind and wants to attend on-campus.  The student will not be able to change until the 

first day of the next 9-week grading period).  Extenuating circumstances will be considered on a case by 

case basis.) 

Registration for either on-campus or remote instruction is from August 3rd through August 12th.  

Parents may register by accessing a link on the JISD website, which will be made available on August 

3rd.  Parents may also contact their child’s campus to register at any time.  Changes will not be made 

after August 12th.    

Will remote lessons be taught live or via pre-recorded video? 

Remote instruction will be accomplished through an asynchronous model, which is not a live, real-time 

form of instruction. Lessons will include pre-recorded video of classroom instruction, learning games, 

work assignments, and other forms of instruction and communication.   

Students may receive instruction in various ways within Google Classroom in addition to pre-recorded 

video.  These could possibly include, but are not limited to: 

• Authentic student work/assignments with timely and relevant feedback for continued progress 

in learning of the standard 

• Hands-on activities which may need an extra pair of at “home” hands 

• Choice boards and playlists 

• Instructional activities within Google Classroom 

• Portfolio tasks and turning in of assignments 

• Assessments 

• Video lessons 

• Project based learning/assignments 

• Group/partner projects 

 

What will be the expected daily hours for students who choose Remote Instruction? 

All students are expected to attend, participate, and make progress in ALL remote instruction courses 

each school day. In addition, JISD expects parents to monitor their child’s engagement on a daily basis to 

make sure their needs are met, questions to and from teachers are being answered, and their child is 

actively participating in all of their courses. Jefferson ISD is offering remote instruction through an 



asynchronous mode, so students will have until 11:59pm each school day to work in their Google 

Classroom courses.  Teacher availability for assistance will be during the teacher’s regular work hours 

with specific times set aside each week for live Google Meet sessions.  Should a student email a teacher 

for assistance, please be aware that the teacher will need time to get back to the student, as they will 

have on-campus students in their classrooms all day as well.   

Will teachers be delivering Remote Instruction and in-person instruction as well? 

All Jefferson ISD students will be taught by certified Jefferson ISD teachers. If a remote learner switches 

to face-to-face, they may not have the same teachers, as teachers may or may not be teaching both an 

online and in-person class. 

Will grading be different between on-campus instruction and Remote Instruction? 

No, according to TEA guidance, the grading policies for remote instruction must be consistent with the 

District’s grading policies for on-campus assignments. 

What is the plan for special education students? 

The District is actively planning how to address the needs of special populations. All students are 

important to Jefferson ISD and the District is carefully considering how to meet each child’s unique 

needs.  Communication is key.  Parents who have questions, concerns, or comments should contact 

their child’s principal or the Director of Special Services.  

How will class ranking and GPA work since some students will be remote and others will be on-

campus? 

Grading for all Remote Instruction courses will follow the same grading policy as the courses in the face-

to-face model. Jefferson ISD Remote Instruction courses that earn high school credit will count in GPA 

calculation and class rank. According to TEA guidance, the grading policies for remote instruction must 

be consistent with the District’s grading policies for on-campus assignments. 

Will those staying home be able to "retake" tests and other grades similar to eLearning in the spring? 

TEA guidance requires Jefferson ISD to provide the same grading guidelines for remote instruction as on-

campus learning, so Remote Instruction students will have the same reassessment abilities as students 

in a face-to-face environment. 

Will a student's choice to be an on-campus or a remote learner be noted on their transcript? 

Jefferson ISD is waiting on specific guidance from governing entities regarding transcripts. Unless we 

receive different guidance, there will be no difference noted in the transcript. 

How will dual credit classes be handled? 

Dual credit course offerings will continue to be offered through our partner college campuses. At the 

high school level, students who choose to enroll in Remote Instruction will be allowed to take dual credit 

courses at the high school.  Dual credit students will receive an email from Panola College and Lynn 

Phillips with login information for dual credit courses. 

Will there be STAAR testing in the 2020-21 school year? 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/sy_2020-21_attendance_and_enrollment_faq_remote_only.pdf
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/sy_2020-21_attendance_and_enrollment_faq_remote_only.pdf


According to TEA website, the STAAR testing calendar has been updated and reflects testing dates 

during the 2020-21 school year. 

Does Jefferson ISD plan to change its truancy or attendance policies? 

According to TEA guidance, truancy and attendance policies are required to continue to be in place, no 

matter the setting of the students. Jefferson ISD will continue the current policies and is proud to offer 

an online curriculum that will meet the continued needs of the students whether they are on campus or 

online. 

Attendance for students will be taken daily for both in-person and on-line. The 90% attendance 

rule is for all students, whether attending in-person or on-line. 

Will Remote Instruction curriculum mirror the on-campus curriculum? 

Remote Instruction will have a separate instructional design but will utilize the same curriculum and 

grading guidelines as face-to-face instruction. Remote Instruction assignments may look different but 

they will cover the same content and skills as on-campus instruction. 

What will a typical week or day look like for a Remote Instruction student? 

Primary, Elementary, Junior High and High School students will generally follow a typical school day in a 

virtual/remote environment by accessing and completing assignments in all online courses daily. 

Will assignments be due daily or weekly? 

Students will have assignments that are due daily and/or at teacher discretion just like the face-to-face 

classroom. 

How much of the learning will be asynchronous versus synchronous? 

We expect nearly 100% of all remote instruction/learning to take place asynchronously, with each 

teacher having available live Google Meet office hours a couple days per week for students to ask 

questions and communicate with the teacher live as needed. Students may also communicate with their 

teacher through the Google Classroom learning platform or email.  (Synchronous instruction (live/real-

time) may be accomplished for some specific, case-by case scenarios, if necessary.  However, this will be 

very limited and only due to an extenuating circumstance that must be communicated well between the 

teacher, student, and parent.)    

How will Remote Instruction be different from eLearning this spring? 

Remote Instruction for the 2020-21 school year has numerous differences from eLearning in the spring 

based on the feedback received from parents, students and teachers. Remote learning this past spring 

was very general in nature, as districts across the state were forced to throw a plan together in a very 

short period of time in order to get through the rest of the school year.  Remote instruction for the 

2020-2021 school year will require daily engagement and specific communication between the students 

and teachers. Students who receive supplemental services or are in different grades should find that 

their services are developmentally appropriate.  

Key aspects of Remote Instruction include: 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2020-2021_testing_calendar_updated_june_2020.pdf
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• Students will be expected to “attend”, participate, and make progress in each remote learning 

course they are enrolled in daily. 

• Content learning and activities will be planned by the teacher.  

• An improvement upon quality and depth of the curriculum 

• Personalized learning opportunities  

• Pre-recorded classroom instructional videos when possible.  

• Data-driven, personalized enrichment and intervention  

• The same scope and sequence as students in the classroom  

• Some mandated related services, to be scheduled on an individual or small group basis, will also 

be offered on campus. 

Will there be an opportunity to borrow a device to continue schooling at home? 

JISD plans to provide Chromebooks to all JHS and JJHS students (on-campus and online learners).  JES 

and JPS students who are in need of a device for remote learning will be able to check one out.  JISD 

Technology Department will have scheduled days for parents of online learners to check out the device 

prior to the first day of school.  Guidelines for distribution are still being developed. 

How will Remote Instruction courses be graded? 

Grading for all Remote Instruction courses will follow the same grading policy as the courses in the face-

to-face model. Jefferson ISD Remote Instruction courses that earn high school credit will count in GPA 

calculation and class rank. According to TEA guidance, the grading policies for remote instruction must 

be consistent with the District’s grading policies for on-campus assignments. 

How will attendance be taken with Remote Instruction? 

Attendance will be taken DAILY for Remote Instruction students. The 90% attendance rule is still in 

effect for all students, whether attending in person or online.  Students are expected to “attend” by 

logging in and engaging in each class’ learning opportunities through participation in the lesson, doing 

the work and submitting it as necessary, and communicating with the teacher as needed.  Failure to do 

so will result in lower grades and possible failure, lack of promotion to the next grade, and/or loss of 

credit.   

To be successful in a remote instructional setting, time management is critical. Students should develop 

a “class routine” in order to ensure a daily schedule is followed.  For example, it is easier for students to 

stay on task and complete assignments if they follow a timeline every day to take care of each class’ 

responsibilities.  It is imperative that parents stay involved, maintain oversight of their student’s 

engagement, and expect to see progress in all classes.  Any issues or questions should be communicated 

with the teacher immediately.  As with any traditional course, there is a risk of receiving a lower grade if 

a student falls behind.  Therefore, time management is VERY important.   

Will the rigor levels and expectations be the same for remote instruction as in person? 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/sy_2020-21_attendance_and_enrollment_faq_remote_only.pdf


Remote Instruction will have a separate instructional design but will utilize the same high quality, 

rigorous JISD curriculum as students who are in face-to-face instruction. The level of rigor, workload, 

time commitment and timing of classes will be different from the eLearning plan in the spring of 2020.   

What will be the platform for Remote Instruction at the primary, elementary, junior high and 

secondary level? 

Jefferson ISD students will engage in Remote Instruction through Google Classroom, but teachers may 

use many resources to support learning in various areas of the curriculum.       

What about students receiving specific related services? 

Students who are guaranteed related services through Special Education, English as a Second Language, 

Bilingual Education, 504, etc. and choose Remote Instruction will be provided the opportunity to 

convene a meeting to revise their supports and services to ensure we meet the needs of our students 

virtually. 

If my child participates in Remote Instruction, how will they get extra help when they have questions? 

Each teacher will post live Google Meet office hours in Google Classroom.  Students will need to log in to 

the Google Meet link provided by the teacher in Google Classroom in order to receive extra help.  In 

addition, students can email questions to the teacher or ask for help within the Google Classroom 

course online.  The student can also email the teacher to schedule a time for Google Meet extra 

help.  (Google Meet is the Google version of a ZOOM meeting.)  Please be aware that teachers will also 

have face-to-face, on-campus instruction going on throughout the day, so there will be time constraints 

for scheduling live meetings with the teacher.  These will need to be during the teacher’s conference 

time. 

In addition, students can communicate with their teacher via email or arrange a telephone conference 

during the teacher’s conference time. 

Will there be any kind of training to help guide parents on how to best support their students in 

Remote Instruction? 

Yes, the District will communicate these online resources at a later date. 

How will the needs of students who receive 504 or special education services be met through Remote 

Instruction? 

Notably, for students who are IEP-entitled, progress will be carefully monitored and ARD/IEP 

Committees will convene and make appropriate recommendations to meet individual student needs to 

ensure continued growth in the general education curriculum through the IEP goals and objectives. 

How will enrichment and intervention be handled through the Remote Instruction? 

Intervention and enrichment time will be scheduled regularly for students to best meet their academic 

needs. During this time, students may engage in assigned group activities, project learning activities, 

small group instruction and digital platforms. Teachers will communicate with students their plan for the 

designated time. 



If a child participates in Remote Instruction, can they still participate in campus-based clubs and 

organizations? 

No, remote learners will not be allowed to participate in extra-curricular activities.  Student must choose 

on-campus learning in order to participate in extra-curricular activities.  

How will testing be handled to prevent cheating in a virtual/remote assessment? 

The District is investigating ways to mitigate against this issue. Stay tuned for more information. 

If my child chooses Remote Instruction will they still be associated with their home campus? 

Yes, each student will continue to be connected to their home campus. Parents will continue to receive 

communication from the campus and will be invited to engage in various virtual activities throughout 

the year as feasible.  

Of note, if a Remote Instruction student switches to face-to-face, they may not have the same teachers, 

as teachers may or may not be teaching both an online and in-person class. Unless there is an 

extenuating circumstance, switching may only occur at grading period. 

Who will be my student’s Remote Instruction teacher and will that teacher be from our home campus? 

Remote Instruction courses will be taught by certified Jefferson ISD teachers. Your student’s teacher will 

more than likely be from your student’s home campus, but because JISD has top-notch, flexible teachers 

working across the District, students and parents should expect high quality instruction in either case. 

Will students participating in Remote Instruction be able to take home guided reading books or other 

classroom resources? 

The District will provide students with some necessary instructional materials, but it will vary based on 

the grade level and coursework of the student. 

Will Remote Instruction students need to purchase school supplies for the new school year? 

The District is working on a Remote Instruction school supply list. Please stay tuned for more details. 

Junior High School 

Can my Remote Instruction middle school student participate in fine arts? 

At this time, band, theater arts, and choir will only be offered to on-campus learners.  However, visual 

arts (‘regular’ art) and music appreciation will be available for remote learners.  For more information, 

contact the junior high administrators.   

High School 

What courses are available to my students in the high school Remote Instruction? 

Most all courses at JHS are available online with a few exceptions. 

Due to the hands-on and project-based nature of these courses, the following will not be offered online: 



Athletics;  Band;  Choir;  Intro to Welding;  Ag Fab;  Ag Mech;  Floral Design;  Culinary Arts; 

Automotive Collision courses (there are two titles); and EMT  

Can my Remote Instruction student take dual credit courses? 

At the high school level, students who choose to enroll in Remote Instruction will be allowed to take 

dual credit courses.  These courses will be offered online via Panola College’s Canvas courseware 

system.  

Can my Remote Instruction high school student participate in UIL athletics/academics?    No. 

 

  

 


