
Unit Overview: Parent Guide 

Shutting Out the Sky, Grade 5 

 

What is the goal of this unit? 

● Your child will read fiction and nonfiction texts to understand how members of a 

culture become part of a community while trying to maintain their cultural 

identity. Your child will express her understanding by experiencing and 

documenting her own development in a classroom community. 

 

What topics and skills is your fifth grader learning in this unit? 

● Cultural identity 

● Cultural history 

● Assimilation 

● Community development 

● Informational writing 

● Narrative writing 

 

What tasks will your child engage in to help them consider the topics and 

skills of this unit? 

● Culminating Writing Task: Your child will bring together all her learning near the 

end of the unit by writing an essay in response to the question: What is the 
meaning of the title Shutting Out the Sky? How does the author introduce two main 
ideas related to the title and how are those ideas supported by key details in the 
text? 

 
● Extension Task: Your child will extend her learning by conducting research on 

different service projects and selecting one with her class to complete. Your child 

will document her experiences through journaling, which will become part of a 

class collection of stories.   
 
Your child will read these texts, watch these videos, and listen to these 

audio clips: 

 

Text Title  Author/Source  How it is used in the Unit 

Shutting Out the Sky  Deborah Hopkinson  Main text of the unit 

The Arrival  Shaun Tan  Group text 

Coming to America: The Story 
of Immigration 

Betsy Maestro  Read aloud 

 



Seedfolks  Paul Fleischman  Class text 

“Both Community and Garden 

Grow in Seedfolks” 

All Things Considered from 

NPR 

Read aloud 

Coming to America: A New 
Life in a New Land 

Edited by Katharine Emsden  Student text 

“Statue of Liberty Reopens 
After Sandy Damage” 

Tina Susman from the Los 

Angeles Times 

Student text 

“The New Colossus”  Emma Lazarus  Student text 

“What ‘Lady Liberty’ and Ellis 
Island Mean Today” (video) 

National Geographic  Student text 

 

Ideas for discussing cultural identity, ancestry, and immigration 

● Where does your family come from? 

● What parts of your family culture do you practice? 

● What’s your favorite cultural tradition? Why? 

● How is your culture similar to the one you live in today? 

● How is your culture different from the one you live in today? 

● What are some ways you can keep your culture alive while still being a part of 

another culture? 

● What traditions from other cultures do you want to know more about? 

 

Want to deepen your and your child’s knowledge on the topic being 

studied?  

Here is a suggested book list: 

 

Title   Author  

Inside Out and Back Again  Thanhha Lai 

Yes! We are Latinos  Alma Flor Ada and F. Isabel 

Campoy 

Becoming Joe DiMaggio  Maria Testa 

Esperanza Rising  Pam Munoz Ryan 

Border Crossing  Maria Colleen Cruz 

Brown Honey in Broomwheat Tea  Joyce Carol Thomas 

 



Abby Spencer Goes to Bollywood  Varsha Bajaj 

 

What does independent reading look like at home? 

 

Independent reading gives your child the opportunity to read and interact with books 

that are on her reading level and that address topics that she chooses.  Supporting 

independent reading at home helps build your child’s confidence with reading, her 

reading stamina and reading achievement, and will help her do better in school.  

 

Here are some ways you can encourage independent reading at home: 

● Let your child pick out books that she finds interesting 

● Prioritize reading. Protect time every day for reading (weekends and school 

breaks too!). Before bedtime is a great time to read. 

● Read together 

● Read aloud 

● Discuss your child’s reading. Ask questions like: 

○ What was that book about? 

○ What did you like about it? 

○ What didn’t you like about it? 

○ What did you learn? 

○ What questions do you have about what you read? 

○ What didn’t you understand about what you read? 

○ What do you want to learn more about after reading the book? 

○ How does this book connect to other books you’ve read? 

 

 

 


