
Oberlin, Louisiana 

November 9, 2020 

 

The Allen Parish School Board met in regular session at the Allen Parish School Board Office in 

Oberlin, Louisiana, on Monday, November 9, 2020, at 5:00 p.m. with the following members 

present: 

Cathy Farris, President; Carolyn Manuel, Vice-President; Gregory Monceaux; Sally 

Moreaux; Karen Reed; Kevin Tyler; and Jason Turner 

 

The meeting began with the invocation given by Carolyn Manuel. 

 

The Allen Parish Teachers of the Year were recognized.  Supervisor Marla Sanders gave a 

biographical sketch of each parish winner.  The parish winners are Elementary Teacher of the Year 

Mahogany Babineaux of Kinder Elementary School; Middle School Teacher of the Year Kaylyn 

Fontenot of Kinder Middle School and High School Teacher of the Year Amy Williams of 

Fairview High School.  The winners were presented with a $100 check from Capital One, a plaque 

donated by Sabine State Bank and a personalized golden apple. 

 

President Farris recognized LSU AgCenter Assistant Extension Agent Brooke LaFargue to present 

the Allen Parish Annual Report.  Mrs. LaFargue explained that due to COVID restrictions, the 

clubs are participating in virtual programs.  Also, the parish livestock show will still be held in 

January.   The Board was thanked for their continued support of the 4-H programs. 

 

Motion by Gregory Monceaux, seconded by Jason Turner, unanimously carried to approve the 

minutes of the October 12, 2020, regular meeting. 

 

Motion by Jason Turner, seconded by Carolyn Manuel, unanimously carried to approve the 

payment of bills authorized by the Finance Committee. 

 

  



 

Motion by Carolyn Manuel, seconded by Kevin Tyler, unanimously carried to adopt the 

following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION 
 

 WHEREAS, the Allen Parish School Board is receiving from the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana 

monies derived from the operations of its casino in Allen Parish and is extremely grateful to the Coushatta 

Tribe of Louisiana for the monies received, 

 

 AND WHEREAS, these monies will hereinafter be referred to as the “Coushatta Tribe Gaming 

Compact Funds”, 

 

 AND WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Allen Parish School Board to use the Coushatta Tribe 

Gaming Compact Funds received in 2020 to provide a salary supplement in the form of a 13th check in 

conjunction with a sales tax surplus funds supplement to the employees of the Allen Parish School Board 

for services rendered in the fiscal year 2020-2021, and is to be paid in December of 2020 on a date to be 

determined by the Superintendent of the Allen Parish School Board, 

 

 AND WHEREAS, an employee is defined as an individual working full-time or part-time in their 

respective position and employed by the Allen Parish School Board on December 1, 2020, and worked at 

least 1 day from July 1, 2020 to December 1, 2020, (excludes Board members, substitute labor is not 

considered to be part-time employees), 

 

 AND WHEREAS, this supplement is being provided conditioned on employees completing their 

respective scheduled days to be worked for the 2020-2021 fiscal year and any employee not fulfilling this 

requirement is subject to having the supplement prorated by the Superintendent and surrendering any 

portion not earned, 

 

 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that all degreed professionals shall be paid a gross supplement 

of $1,550 and all other personnel shall be paid a gross supplement of $950 and that any exceptions to the 

preceding definitions and rules will be resolved by the Superintendent and that said supplement is to be 

paid on a date to be determined by the Superintendent of the Allen Parish School Board after December 1, 

2020, but not later than December 18, 2020. 

 

This resolution having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows: 

 

YEAS:  7  

NAYS:  0 

ABSENT: 0  

 

And the resolution was declared adopted on this, the 9th day of November 2020. 

 

 

__________________________   ________________________ 

Kent Reed     Cathy Farris 

Secretary     President 

  



Motion by Kevin Tyler, seconded by Carolyn Manuel, unanimously carried to adopt the following 

resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION 
 

 WHEREAS, the Allen Parish School Board is receiving monies from a 1% sales tax approved in 

July 2003 dedicated specifically to salaries and benefits for school board employees, 

 

 AND WHEREAS, the finance committee annually reviews the status of this revenue and associated 

salary and benefit expenditures to determine any accumulated surplus, 

 

 AND WHEREAS, it has been determined that a surplus did exist at June 30, 2020 sufficient enough 

to grant a salary supplement in the form of a 13th check in conjunction with a Coushatta Tribe Gaming 

Compact funds supplement to the employees of the Allen Parish School Board for services rendered in the 

fiscal year 2020-2021, and is to be paid in December, 2020, on a date to be determined by the 

Superintendent of the Allen Parish School Board, 

 

 AND WHEREAS, an employee is defined as an individual working full-time or part-time in their 

respective position and employed by the Allen Parish School Board on December 1, 2020, and worked at 

least 1 day from July 1, 2020 to December 1, 2020, (excludes Board members, substitute labor is not 

considered to be part-time employees), 

 

 AND WHEREAS, this supplement is being provided conditioned on employees completing their 

respective scheduled days to be worked for the 2020-2021 fiscal year and any employee not fulfilling this 

requirement is subject to having the supplement prorated by the Superintendent and surrendering any 

portion not earned, 

 

 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that all degreed professionals shall be paid a gross supplement 

of $650 and all other personnel shall be paid a gross supplement of $650 and that any exceptions to the 

preceding definitions and rules will be resolved by the Superintendent and that said supplement is to be 

paid on a date to be determined by the Superintendent of the Allen Parish School Board after December 1, 

2020, but not later than December 18, 2020. 

 

This resolution having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows: 

 

YEAS:  7 

NAYS:  0  

ABSENT: 0 

 

And the resolution was declared adopted on this, the 9th day of November 2020. 

 

 

__________________________   ________________________ 

Kent Reed     Cathy Farris 

Secretary     President 

  



Motion by Jason Turner, seconded by Gregory Monceaux, unanimously carried to authorize the 

superintendent to advertise for the following positions: 

1. Special Education Para for Kinder Elementary School 

2. Cafeteria Manager for Fairview High School 

 

Motion by Kevin Tyler, seconded by Karen Reed, unanimously carried to approve the following 

policy changes: 

1. BCAD – Teleconference/Remote Participation in School Board Meetings 

2. GBDA – Employment of Retired Teachers 

3. IDFAB – Sports Injury Management and Concussions 

4. JBI – Attendance Reports for Student Drivers 

 

Superintendent Reed included the following items in his report to the Board: 

1.  The Coushatta Tribe was thanked for their continued support in making the annual employee 

supplements possible.   

 

2.  The USDA has approved all Allen Parish students the opportunity to eat a free 

breakfast/lunch beginning November 1, 2020, through the remainder of the school year. 

 

3.  Kinder Elementary and Kinder Middle Schools were recently awarded a state grant to 

upgrade lighting.  Seven to eight hundred light fixtures will be arriving shortly for 

installation.  H & H Electrical Company out of Crowley will complete the work.   

 

4. The December meeting will be held at 11:00 a.m. on December 14, 2020, with the Annual 

Christmas Luncheon immediately following. 

 

5. An update on the status of the Kinder bond issue projects, as well as, renovations to storm 

affected schools were outlined for the Board. 

 

6. Congratulations were once again expressed to the Teacher of the Year winners.  Instructional 

Supervisor Marla Sanders was commended for her great work with the Teacher of the Year 

Program. 

 

7. The Board received the number of virtual students by school.  As of November 4, 2020, there 

were 505 total at-home learners in Allen Parish. 

 

8. A plan is being developed to make up instructional time lost due to both COVID and  

hurricanes. 

 

9. Newly appointed Oakdale  High School Principal Liz Chatelain was introduced to the Board.  

She comes to Allen Parish from Evangeline Parish and brings 27 years of educational 



experience with the last several years as a network leader for the Louisiana Department of 

Education. 

 

10. Critical goals of the LDOE and the Louisiana Association of School Superintendents were 

discussed as follows: 

 a. 100% of third graders reading on level 

 b. Everyone will graduate on time being college or career ready 

 c. Promote the teaching profession 

 

Motion by Gregory Monceaux, seconded by Jason Turner, unanimously carried to adjourn. 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

Cathy Farris, President 

Allen Parish School Board 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________ 

Kent Reed, Secretary 

Allen Parish School Board  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


