
Oberlin, Louisiana 

August 12, 2019 

 

The Allen Parish School Board met at the Allen Parish School Board Office in Oberlin, Louisiana, 

on Monday, August 12, 2019, at 5:00 p.m. to conduct a public hearing on the Consolidated Budget 

for FYE 2020 with the following members present: 

Cathy Farris, President; Carolyn Manuel, Vice-President; Gregory Monceaux; Sally 

Moreaux; Karen Reed; Jason Turner; and Kevin Tyler  

 

The hearing began with the invocation given by Jason Turner. 

 

President Farris called the hearing to order.  Tammi Ritchie, Director of Finance, gave explanatory 

remarks and answered questions regarding the budget.  Immediately following the hearing, the 

Board convened into regular session. 

 

Oakdale High School Principal Brad Soileau, was recognized by the Board as a finalist in the 

Louisiana High School Principal of the Year Competition.  All of the finalists were honored at a 

gala in Baton Rouge on July 19, 2019.  Superintendent Reed presented Mr. Soileau with a plaque 

and a monetary award. 

 

Coach Greg Manuel and the Class A State Champion Oberlin High School Baseball Team were 

recognized by the Board.  Coaches and team members received a congratulatory token from the 

Board.   

 

Coach Tyler Chachere and the Class AA State Champion Kinder High School Baseball Team were 

recognized by the Board.  Coaches and team members received a congratulatory token from the 

Board.   

 

Jason Rodriguez, Athletic Trainer and Coordinator with Imperial Health-Center for Orthopedics, 

presented the Board with an overview of services provided to Allen Parish student athletes during 

the previous school year.  Certified athletic trainers, as well as orthopedic physicians, provide 

services to students at our parish schools.  Beginning this school year, all student athletes will be 

given a baseline concussion test.  This is the seventh year the school board has collaborated with 

Imperial Health-Center for Orthopedics servicing Allen Parish athletes. 

 

Motion by Kevin Tyler, seconded by Jason Turner, unanimously carried to approve the minutes 

of the July 8, 2019, regular meeting. 

 

Motion by Jason Turner, seconded by Gregory Monceaux, unanimously carried to approve the 

payment of bills authorized by the Finance Committee. 

 

Motion by Karen Reed, seconded by Carolyn Manuel, unanimously carried to approve a resolution 

adopting the Consolidated Budget for FYE 2020. 



Motion by Carolyn Manuel, seconded by Kevin Tyler, unanimously carried to authorize the 

superintendent to advertise for the following positions: 

1. Title 1 Coordinator 

2. Parish-wide Maintenance Worker 

3. Special Education Teacher Aide for Oakdale High School 

4. Special Education Teacher Aide for Fairview High School 

5. Custodian for Oberlin Elementary School 

 

Motion by Gregory Monceaux, seconded by Sally Moreaux, unanimously carried to authorize the 

superintendent to advertise for an official journal for the 2019-2020 fiscal year. 

 

Motion by Kevin Tyler, seconded by Carolyn Manuel, unanimously carried to authorize the 

superintendent to execute a contract between the Rapides Foundation and the Allen Parish School 

Board to participate in the 2019-2020 Healthy Behaviors School District Partnership Grant. 

 

Superintendent Reed included the following items in his report to the Board: 

 

1. Students and teachers had an excellent first day of school.  Employees were commended for 

their hard work this summer preparing for the new school year.  Oakdale Elementary opened 

the newly rebuilt school and welcomed back their 2nd, 3rd and 4th graders.  The local media 

and KPLC News were thanked for the great coverage given to the reopening of the school. 

 

2. Bids for the Kinder Elementary Improvement Project were opened on July 23, 2019.  Habetz 

Builders offered the lowest bid, but withdrew their bid within the required 48 hours due to 

mathematical errors in their bid.    Another bid meeting will be planned in the future. 

 

3. Last week 48 math teachers in grades 3-9 attended Content Leader Training provided by the 

Dana Center.  The teachers were exposed to improved teaching strategies aligned to math 

standards and curriculum. 

 

4. Teacher VAM scores were released last Friday for teachers in Grades 4 – 10 in Math, ELA 

and Social Studies.  These scores are based on student expected growth targets.  Sixteen 

teachers in Allen Parish were rated highly effective, which is the highest number since VAM 

scores have been recorded.  Also, 51% of Allen Parish teachers received ratings of effective 

proficient or highly effective. 

 

5. The United Way of Southwest Louisiana graciously donated 1000 snack packs to our students. 

School Nutrition Supervisor April Hall gave a brief explanation about the program. 

 

6. As of the first day of school, student enrollment appears to have an overall increase of 52 

students parish-wide.   

 



7. Certified trainers with Imperial Health gave all athletic coaches their annual updates on 

student athlete safety. 

 

8. The Allen Parish Football Jamboree is scheduled for August 30th at Kinder High School. 

 

Motion by Gregory Monceaux, seconded by Jason Turner, unanimously carried to adjourn. 

 

 

__________________________ 

Cathy Farris, President 

Allen Parish School Board 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________ 

Kent Reed, Secretary 

Allen Parish School Board  

 

 


