
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



1 
 

 SMART CORE CURRICULUM AND GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  
 
All students are required to participate in the Smart Core curriculum unless their parents or guardians, 
or the students if they are eighteen (18) years of age or older, sign a Smart Core Waiver Form to not 
participate. While Smart Core is the default option, both a Smart Core Informed Consent Form and a 
Smart Core Waiver Form will be sent home with students prior to their enrolling in seventh (7th) grade, 
or when a seventh (7th) through twelfth (12th) grade student enrolls in the district for the first time and 
there is not a signed form in the student’s permanent record. Parents must sign one of the forms and 
return it to the school so it can be placed in the students’ permanent record. This policy is to be included 
in student handbooks for grades six (6) through – (12) and both students and parents must sign an 
acknowledgement they have received the policy. Those students not participating in the Smart Core 
curriculum will be required to fulfill the Core curriculum or the requirements of their IEP (when 
applicable) to be eligible for graduation. Counseling by trained personnel shall be available to students 
and their parents or legal guardians prior to the time they are required to sign the consent forms. 
While there are similarities between the two curriculums, following the Core curriculum may not 
qualify students for some scholarships and admission to certain colleges could be jeopardized. 
Students initially choosing the Core curriculum may subsequently change to the Smart Core curriculum 
providing they would be able to complete the required course of study by the end of their senior year. 
Students wishing to change their choice of curriculums must consult with their counselor to determine 
the feasibility of changing paths. 
 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Atkins High School requires 23 credits to graduate. Among these 23 credits, 16 ½ are specifically 
required by the state. These 16 ½  credits include four units of English, four units of math, three units of 
science, and three units of social studies. Also required is one-half unit in the following areas: health, 
physical education, fine arts, financial literacy, and oral communication. **The financial literacy course 
requirement begins with the freshman class of 2017-18. 
  
Beginning in the 2018-2019 school year, all students must pass the civics portion of the Naturalization 

Test used by the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services in order to graduate. Students must 

score 60/100 on the test and can retake the test as needed. 

 

DIGITAL LEARNING COURSES 

 

The District shall offer one or more digital learning course(s) through one or more District approved 

provider(s) as either a primary or supplementary method of instruction. The courses may be in a 

blended learning, online-based, or other technology-based format. In addition to the other graduation 

requirements contained in this policy, students are required to take at least one (1) digital learning 

course for credit while in high school. The Atkins High School digital learning course is provided in civics. 

  

SMART CORE: Sixteen (16 ½) units 

 

English: four (4) units – 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th 

Oral Communications: one-half (½) unit  
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Mathematics: four (4) units (all students under Smart Core must take a mathematics course in grade 11 

or 12 and complete Algebra II.) 

1) Algebra I or Algebra A & B* which may be taken in grades 7-8 or 8-9; 
2) Geometry or Investigating Geometry or Geometry A & B* which may be taken in grades 8-9 or 9-10; 
*A two-year algebra equivalent or a two-year geometry equivalent may each be counted as two units of 

the four-unit requirement for the purpose of meeting the graduation requirement, but only serve as 

one unit each toward fulfilling the Smart Core requirement.  

3) Algebra II; and 
4) The fourth unit may be either: 

 A math unit beyond Algebra II: this can include Pre-Calculus, Calculus, AP Statistics, Algebra III, 
Advanced Topic and Modeling in Mathematics, Mathematical Applications and Algorithms, 
Linear Systems and Statistics, or any of several IB or Advanced Placement math courses 
(Comparable concurrent credit college courses may be substituted where applicable); or 

 A computer science flex credit may be taken in the place of a fourth math credit. 
Natural Science: a total of three (3) units with lab experience chosen from  

One unit of Biology; and either: 

Two units chosen from the following three categories (there are acceptable options listed by the ADE for 

each): 

 Physical Science; 

 Chemistry; 

 Physics or Principles of Technology I & II or PIC Physics; or 
One unit from the three categories above and a computer science flex credit may be taken in the place 

of a third science credit. 

Social Studies: three (3) units 

 Civics one-half (½) unit 

 World History - one unit 

 American History - one unit 
Physical Education: one-half (½) unit 

Note: While one-half (½) unit is required for graduation, no more than one (1) unit may be applied 

toward fulfilling the necessary units to graduate. 

Health and Safety: one-half (½) unit 

Economics – one half (½) unit – dependent upon the licensure of the teacher teaching the course, this 

can count toward the required three (3) social studies credits or the six (6) required Career Focus 

elective credits.8 

Fine Arts: one-half (½) unit 

Personal Finance: one-half (1/2) unit **Beginning with the freshman class of 2017-18- This course may 

not be taken during the freshman year. 

Career Focus: - Six (6) units 

All career focus unit requirements shall be established based on the student’s contemplated work 

aspirations.  Career focus courses shall conform to the curriculum policy of the district and reflect state 

curriculum frameworks through course sequencing and career course concentrations where 

appropriate. 

A student who enlists in a branch of the US Armed Forces or the National Guard through the military 

delayed entry program, the National Guard Split Training Option, or other similar early entry program 
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and completes basic training before graduating from high school, shall receive two (2) units of the 

Career Focus graduation requirements. 

 

CORE: Sixteen (16 ½) units 

 

English: four (4) units – 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th  

Oral Communications: one-half (½) unit 

Mathematics: four (4) units 

 Algebra or its equivalent* - 1 unit 

 Geometry or its equivalent* - 1 unit 

 All math units must build on the base of algebra and geometry knowledge and skills. 

 (Comparable concurrent credit college courses may be substituted where applicable) 

  A computer science flex credit may be taken in the place of a math credit beyond Algebra I and 
Geometry 

*A two-year algebra equivalent or a two-year geometry equivalent may each be counted as two units of 

the four (4) unit requirement. 

Science: three (3) units 

 at least one (1) unit of biology or its equivalent; and 
Two units chosen from the following three categories: 

 Physical Science; 

 Chemistry; 

 Physics; or 
One unit from the three categories above and a computer science flex credit may be taken in the place 

of a third science credit. 

Social Studies: three (3) units 

 Civics one-half (½) unit 

 World history, one (1) unit 

 American History, one (1) unit 
Physical Education: one-half (½) unit 

Note: While one-half (½) unit is required for graduation, no more than one (1) unit may be applied 

toward fulfilling the necessary units to graduate. 

Health and Safety: one-half (½) unit 

Economics – one half (½) unit – dependent upon the licensure of the teacher teaching the course, this 

can count toward the required three (3) social studies credits or the six (6) required Career Focus 

elective credits.8 

Fine Arts: one-half (½) unit 

Personal Finance:  one-half (½ unit) ** (Beginning with the freshman class of 2017-18) This course may 

not be taken during the freshman year. 

CAREER FOCUS: - Six (6) units 

All career focus unit requirements shall be established based on the student’s contemplated work 

aspirations. Career focus courses shall conform to the curriculum policy of the district and reflect state 

curriculum frameworks through course sequencing and career course concentrations where 

appropriate. 

A student who enlists in a branch of the US Armed Forces or the National Guard through the military 

delayed entry program, the National Guard Split Training Option, or other similar early entry program 
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and completes basic training before graduating from high school, shall receive two (2) units of the 

Career Focus graduation requirements. 

 

HONOR GRADUATE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Honor graduates will be announced by the administration on the basis of scholarship for the 9th, 10th, 
11th, and first semester of the 12th grade. In computation of grade point, all grades (for which a student 
receives credit) will be used. To be eligible for Honor Graduate status, students who successfully 
complete the 4 units English, 4 units Math to include Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry and Transition to 
College Math, Pre-Calculus or College Algebra, 3 units of Science to include Physical Science, Biology, 
and Chemistry or Physics, 3 units Social Studies to include Civics or Civics/American Government, World 
History, and American History, and have a cumulative grade-point average (GPA) of 3.50, will be 
designated as honor graduates.  
To be eligible for Valedictorian or Salutatorian status, the students must have been in attendance at 
Atkins High School for the past three consecutive semesters and have met all other honor graduate 
requirements. (This excludes the last semester of the senior year). 
 
Valedictorian status will be awarded to the student who has the highest GPA on a 4.0 grade scale. If 
identical grade point averages exist, those students will share the Valedictorian status. If there are two 
or more students who have not received a grade below an A (90 or above) and have taken and 
completed the AP exams for the same number of AP courses, they will share the Valedictorian status. 
 
Salutatorian status will be awarded to the student with the next highest GPA on a 4.0 grade scale. If 
identical grade point averages exist, those students will share the Salutatorian status. 
 
Parents or guardians of a student, or a student eighteen (18) years of age or older, who choose to not 
have the student publicly identified as an honor roll or honor graduate student must submit a written 
request that the student not be so identified. 
 
ARKANSAS ACADEMIC CHALLENGE SCHOLARSHIP 

 

This scholarship is awarded to high school seniors who meet the ACT requirement of a 19 composite. 

Please see the counselor for additional information. 

 

ATKINS HIGH SCHOOL COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

Language Arts Department 
 

English (Grade 9 and 10) 
The English classroom focuses on reading and analyzing literature and literary nonfiction, studying the 
English language, and writing about related topics.  The standards address overarching knowledge and 
skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language.  The grade-level standards represent the 
progression of learning for Grades K-12.  Teachers have the opportunity to select grade-appropriate 
literature and literacy nonfiction texts to teach the standards.   
 
Pre AP English (Grade 9 and 10) 
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The English classroom focuses on reading and analyzing literature and literary nonfiction, studying the 
English language, and writing about related topics.  The standards address overarching knowledge and 
skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language.  The grade-level standards represent the 
progression of learning for Grades K-12.  Teachers have the opportunity to select grade-appropriate 
literature and literacy nonfiction texts to teach the standards.  Students will engage in higher-order 
thinking and analysis.  With more rigorous course work students will develop the foundational 
knowledge and skills they will need in the AP Classroom.  
 
English (Grade 11 and 12) 
The English classroom focuses on reading and analyzing literature and literary nonfiction, studying the 
English language, and writing about related topics.  This course addresses overarching knowledge and 
skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening, and language.  The grade-level standards represent the 
progression of learning for Grades K-12.  This course focuses on literacy skills rather than literary 
content.  The texts will provide opportunities to teach all the strands at grade-level rigor.  Text 
complexity will be measured by quantitative, qualitative, and reader and task. 
 
Transitional English (12th Grade) 
Transitional English 12 is a two-semester ELA course, designed to dramatically accelerate students’ 
literacy skills essential for college and career readiness. The course is comprised of two Transitional 
Literacy Ready ELA units and additional district-developed units of study that together encompass the 
Arkansas English Language Arts Standards for Grade 12.  In Transitional English 12, students receive 
instruction in reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language, emphasizing literary and 
informational texts from diverse genres in print and digital formats. The texts selected for the course 
must be within the Grade 11-12 text complexity band and increase in complexity over time. The course 
closely examines unique characteristics of literary and informational texts and emphasizes the specific 
strategies needed to comprehend them. Transitional English 12 focuses on developing the requisite 
literacy skills for success in higher education and the workforce. These texts will also be used as models 
for student writing products, emphasizing both informational and argumentative types.  
 
AP English Language and Composition (11th Grade) 
This AP English course is designed to instruct students in college-level reading, writing, and thinking, 
with an emphasis on writing in several forms--narrative, expository, analytical and argumentative. The 
reading in this course is intensive and focuses on representative non-fiction works from multiple time 
periods and genres. The writing expectations are likewise intensive, requiring the student to write to 
understand, explain, analyze and evaluate. All student writing focuses on examining the author’s use of 
rhetorical strategies and techniques. Finally, the greatest objective of this class is to teach the student to 
think critically about rhetoric. Ideally, the student's ability to think critically about rhetoric will inform 
every part of his/her life, eventually causing the student to be a more thoughtful (and critical) citizen. 
Upon earning a 3 or higher on the AP Language and Composition Exam in May, the student may be 
awarded college credit, accepted at most colleges and universities. 
  
AP Literature (12th Grade) 
The Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition course is designed to teach college-level 
writing and reading skills.  Students will read many texts from varying periods, genres, themes, and 
authors with a major emphasis on analysis through written response.  The class is set up as a workshop 
in which the discussion of reading selections provides opportunity for higher level thinking about 
literature and the universal themes it reveals.  Students taking this course will be expected to keep up 
with the fast pace of the course and not fall behind on the reading and writing assignments.  This 
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requires much organization on the part of the student.  At the end of this course, students will take the 
AP Literature and Composition Exam.  By earning a 3 or higher on the exam, a student may receive 
college credit at most colleges and universities. 
 
Critical Reading 
Critical Reading is a course designed to promote reading growth by strengthening comprehension.  This 
is highly recommended for students who are reading at least two grade levels below. The class is 
structured around on-going assessment and focused instruction for specific reading skills by 
implementing multiple reading strategies.  Students will read both informational and literary texts and 
will respond to both through discussion, writing, and special projects.  Students will be exposed to a 
variety of literary experiences that appeal to personal interests, everyday life, and current events in 
order to promote a life-long love of reading. 
 
Journalism 
Journalism I is a two-semester course designed to introduce students to the world of media. Students in 
Journalism I will become analytical consumers of media and technology to enhance their 
communication skills. Writing, technology, and visual and electronic media are used as tools for learning 
as students create, clarify, critique, and produce effective communication. Students will learn 
journalistic guidelines for writing, design, and photography, which include objectivity, responsibility, and 
credibility.  
 
Oral Communication- One Semester (9-12) 
Oral Communication One Semester (.5 Credit) will provide students with an understanding of the 
dynamics of effective communication while speaking, listening, and responding.  Students will apply the 
principles of ethical communication, practice communication competencies, demonstrate effective 
intrapersonal and interpersonal communication, and deliver a variety of speeches. This course will 
include but is not limited to ethical communication, responsible social media usage, communication 
barriers, mass media, conflict resolution, leadership styles, business etiquette, and interviews. Students 
will deliver formal and informal speeches, participate in debate, and perform oral readings. Oral 
Communication (One Semester) fulfills the .5 unit of Oral Communication required for graduation.   
 
Mathematics Department 

 

Algebra I (9-12) 

The fundamental purpose of this course is to formalize and extend the mathematics that students 

learned in the middle grades. Because it is built on the middle grades standards, this is a more ambitious 

version of Algebra I than has generally been offered. The critical areas, called units, deepen and extend 

understanding of linear and exponential relationships by contrasting them with each other and by 

applying linear models to data that exhibit a linear trend, and students engage in methods for analyzing, 

solving, and using quadratic functions.  

 

Geometry (9-12) 

The fundamental purpose of the course in Geometry is to formalize and extend students’ geometric 

experiences from the middle grades. Students explore more complex geometric situations and deepen 

their explanations of geometric relationships, moving towards formal mathematical arguments. 

Important differences exist between this Geometry course and the historical approach taken in 

Geometry classes. For example, transformations are emphasized early in this course.  



7 
 

Bridge to Algebra II (9-12) 

Bridge to Algebra II was developed with the intent to provide students who have completed Algebra I, 

with the additional math foundation they need to be successful in an Algebra II course.  Each student’s 

learning expectation for Bridge to Algebra II is intended to do the following:  

 Reinforce linear concepts that were previously included in the Algebra I Course;  

 Master quadratics and exponential concepts not included within the Arkansas Department of 
Education Algebra I Content Standards through modeling functions and summarizing, 
representing, and interpreting data; or 

 Introduce higher order concepts to prepare students for success in Algebra II. 
 

Algebra II (9-12) 

Building on their work with linear, quadratic, and exponential functions, students in Algebra II extend 

their repertoire of functions to include polynomial, rational, and radical functions. Students work closely 

with the expressions that define the functions, and continue to expand and hone their abilities to model 

situations and to solve equations, including solving quadratic equations over the set of complex 

numbers and solving exponential equations using the properties of logarithms.  

 

Pre-Calculus (9-12) **Prerequisites: Alg. I, Geometry, Alg. II 

Pre-Calculus will emphasize a study of trigonometric functions and identities as well as applications of 

right triangle trigonometry and circular functions.  Students will use symbolic reasoning and analytical 

methods to represent mathematical situations, express generalizations, and study mathematical 

concepts and the relationships among them.  Students will use functions and equations as tools for 

expressing generalizations.  

 

Transitional Math Ready (11-12) *Prerequisite: Algebra II 

Transitional Math Ready addresses some of the essential college and career readiness standards from 
Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II. This course emphasizes understanding of mathematics concepts 
rather than just memorizing procedures. Math Ready students learn the context behind procedures and 
understand why to use a certain formula or method to solve a problem. By engaging students in real-
world applications, Math Ready develops critical thinking skills that students will use in college and their 
careers. Students will focus on Algebraic Expressions, Equations, Measurement and Proportional 
Reasoning, Linear Functions, Linear Systems of Equations, Quadratic Functions, Exponential Functions, 
and Statistics. 
 
AP Calculus (12) *Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus 
Calculus AB is primarily concerned with developing the students’ understanding of the 
concepts of calculus and providing experience with its methods and applications. The course emphasizes 
a multi-representational approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and problems being expressed 
graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally. The connections among these representations also 
are important. Students will focus on functions, graphs, and limits; derivatives; integrals; as well as the 
use of the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus to evaluate definite integrals and to represent a particular 
antiderivative. 
 
Science Department 
 
Physical Science (9-12) 
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Physical science should begin the study of higher-level physics and chemistry and continue educating 
the student in the nature of science. A student who masters these Student Learning Expectations should 
transition smoothly into other science courses.  Students should be expected to use suitable 
mathematics and collect and analyze data.  Instruction and assessment should include both appropriate 
technology and the safe use of laboratory equipment.  Students should be engaged in hands-on 
laboratory experiences at least 20% of the instructional time. 
 
Biology (9-12) 
Biology should investigate the chemistry and role of cells in life processes, genetics, evolution and the 
diversity of life. Students should learn about the world through the study of behavioral relationships, 
ecology, and the global impact of ecological issues. Biology should continue to educate the student in 
the nature of science. Students should be expected to spend time viewing and classifying life forms. 
Field studies should be an integral part of the course as well as the process of collecting and analyzing 
data. Instruction and assessment should include both appropriate technology and the safe use of 
laboratory equipment. Students should be engaged in hands-on laboratory experiences at least 20% of 
the instructional time. 
 
Anatomy and Physiology (9-12) 
Anatomy and Physiology should develop an understanding of the organization of the human body 

through studies of body systems, tissues, and the cell and its chemistry.  Students should spend time 

dissecting and viewing body systems as well as collecting and analyzing data. Instruction and assessment 

should include both appropriate technology and the safe use of laboratory equipment. Students should 

be engaged in hands-on laboratory experiences at least 20% of the instructional time. 

 

Environmental Science (9-12) 

Environmental science should examine the physical and biological dynamics of Earth. Students should 

analyze the impact of human activities on the environment. Field studies, as well as the process of 

collecting and analyzing data, should be an integral part of the course. Instruction and assessment 

should include both appropriate technology and the safe use of laboratory equipment. Students should 

be engaged in hands-on laboratory experiences at least 20% of the instructional time. 

 

Chemistry (9-12) 

Chemistry should explore the composition of matter through its properties, its atomic structure, and the 

manner in which it bonds and reacts with other substances. Students should be expected to use suitable 

mathematics and collect and analyze data. Instruction and assessment should include both appropriate 

technology and the safe use of laboratory equipment. Students should be engaged in hands-on 

laboratory experiences at least 20% of the instructional time. 

 

Physics (9-12) *Prerequisite: Algebra II 

Physics should ground students in the five traditional areas of Physics (Newtonian mechanics, 

thermodynamics, optics, electricity and magnetism, and quantum mechanics) as well as the nature of 

science.  It should provide the knowledge base needed for many college programs.  Students should be 

expected to use higher-level mathematics and collect and analyze data.  Instruction and assessment 

should include both appropriate technology and the safe use of laboratory equipment.  Students should 

be engaged in hands-on laboratory experiences at least 20% of the instructional time. 
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AP Biology 

AP Biology is an introductory college-level biology course. Students cultivate their understanding of 

biology through inquiry-based investigations as they explore the following topics: evolution, cellular 

processes—energy and communication, genetics, information transfer, ecology, and interactions. The 

course is designed to enable students to develop advanced inquiry and reasoning skills, such as 

designing a plan for collecting data, analyzing data, applying mathematical routines, and connecting 

concepts in and across domains. The result will be readiness for the study of advanced topics in 

subsequent college courses — a goal of every AP course. 

 

Social Studies Department 

 

Psychology- one semester (11-12 Grade) 

Psychology is a social studies course that introduces students to the science of behavior and mental 

processes.  It includes an overview of the history of psychology as well as an opportunity to study 

individual and social psychology and how the knowledge and methods of psychologists are applied to 

the solution of human problems.  The content of this course includes human development; biological 

bases of behavior; sensation and perception; learning, memory, and cognition; behavior patterns; and 

psychological disorders and their treatments.  This course focuses on practical everyday application of 

the content.  

 

Sociology- one semester (10-12 Grade) 
Sociology is an elective course that studies human society and social behavior.  Positive human 
relationships are an essential part of a civilized society and how we interact with each other is important 
so that we can find answers to questions and solve problems in our world.  Sociology teaches us to look 
at life in a scientific, systematic way.  The way that we view the world comes from what we learn in our 
everyday activities.  The values, beliefs, lifestyles of those around us, as well has historic events help to 
mold us into unique individuals who have varied outlooks on social reality. This course deals with the 
social atmosphere that helps to make us who we are and how we behave.  Sociology will cover topics 
such as culture, violence, deviance, social control, socialization and personality, group behavior, social 
class, and social institutions.  The key component of this course is to study ourselves and the society that 
influences our behavior. 
 
Arkansas History- one semester (9-12) 

Arkansas History 9-12 provides a study of the history of Arkansas.  The course addresses the geographic 

features and economics of the state, focusing on political, social, religious, military, scientific, and 

cultural developments that have occurred in Arkansas over time.  

 

Civics- one semester (9-12) 

The focus of Civics is the application of civic virtues and democratic principles and investigation of 

problem solving in society. This course provides a study of the structure and functions of federal, state, 

and local government. Civics also examines constitutional principles, the concepts of rights and 

responsibilities, the role of political parties and interest groups, and the importance of civic participation 

in the democratic process.   

 

Economics- one semester (9-12) 
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Economics for Grades 9-12 emphasizes economic decision making. Students will explore the 

interrelationships among consumers, producers, resources, and labor as well as the interrelationships 

between national and global economies. Additionally, students will examine the relationship between 

individual choices and the direct influence of these choices on occupational goals and future earning 

potential.  

 
United States History since 1890 (9-12) 
United States History Since 1890 focuses in greater depth on the effects of changing culture, technology, 

world economy, and environment, as well as the impact of global conflicts on contemporary society in 

the United States. The desired outcome of this course is for students to develop an understanding of the 

cause-and-effect relationship between past and present events, recognize patterns of interactions, and 

understand the impact of events in the United States within an interconnected world. United States 

History Since 1890 examines the emergence of the United States as a world power to the present. 

Students will examine the political, economic, geographic, social, and cultural development of the 

United States of America from the late nineteenth century into the twenty-first century. United States 

History Since 1890 references the eras and time periods from The National Center for History in the 

Schools. 

 

World History since 1450 (9-12) 
World History 9-12 provides an in-depth study of the history of human society from Era 6: Emergence of 

First Global Age 1450-1770 to Era 9: Contemporary World since 1945. World History is designed to assist 

students in understanding the human condition, how people and countries of the world have become 

increasingly interconnected across time and space, and the ways different people view the same event 

or issue from a variety of perspectives. This course develops an understanding of the historical roots of 

current world issues, especially as they pertain to international/global relations. It requires an 

understanding of world cultures and civilizations, including an analysis of important ideas, social and 

cultural values, beliefs, and traditions. Knowledge of past achievements and failures of different peoples 

and nations provides citizens of the 21st century with a broader context within which to address the 

many issues facing our nation and the world. World History references the eras and time periods from 

The National Center for History in the Schools. 

 
 
AP Human Geography (10-12 Grade) 
The purpose of the AP course in Human Geography is to introduce students to the systematic study of 
patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth's surface. 
Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human social organization and its 
environmental consequences. They also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their 
science and practice. At the conclusion of the course, students will take the AP Exam. A score of 3, 4, or 
5 (on a 1-5 scale) is accepted for credit at most colleges and universities. However, the awarding of 
credit and placement is determined by each college or university and students should check with the 
institution to verify its AP credit and placement policies. Performing well on the AP Human Geography 
Exam means more than just the successful completion of a course; it is a gateway to success in 
college.   Research consistently shows that students who receive a score of 3 or higher on AP Exams 
typically experience greater academic success in college and have higher graduation rates than their 
non-AP peers. 
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AP United States History (11-12) 
The AP U.S. History course focuses on developing students’ understanding of American history from 
approximately 1491 to the present. The course has students investigate the content of U.S. history for 
significant events, individuals, developments, and processes in nine historical periods, and develop and 
use the same thinking skills and methods (analyzing primary and secondary sources, making historical 
comparisons, chronological reasoning, and argumentation) employed by historians when they study the 
past. The course also provides seven themes (American and national identity; migration and settlement; 
politics and power; work, exchange, and technology; America in the world; geography and the 
environment; and culture and society) that students explore throughout the course in order to make 
connections among historical developments in different times and places. 
 
World Geography- one semester (10-12 Grade) 
The World Geography Course is designed to deepen geographic reasoning, knowledge, and skills as 
students focus on spatial relationships, places, regions, and human systems.  This course emphasizes the 
interaction of humans and their physical and cultural environments.  Students will use spatial and 
environmental perspectives and available geospatial technologies to analyze and interpret a variety of 
geographic representations, pictorial and graphic evidence, and data.  This type of geographic inquiry 
helps students understand and appreciate their own place in the world and fosters curiosity about 
Earth’s wide diversity of environments and cultures. 
 
United States Government- one semester (10-12 Grade) 
United States Government is a one-semester course that focuses on the theoretical concepts relating to 
the foundations of government and the practical application of these concepts as they relate to 
American federalism, to civil liberties, to civil rights, and to our national government. Basic concepts of 
state and local government and their relationships with the federal government are also examined. 
Topics include the constitutional framework; federalism; the three branches of government, including 
the bureaucracy; civil rights and liberties; political participation and behavior; and policy formation. 
Upon completion, students will demonstrate an understanding of the basic concepts and participatory 
processes of the American political system.  
 

Fine Arts Department 

 

Senior High Band (9-12) 

Band I-IV are two-semester courses designed for traditional and emerging ensembles. Band I-IV students 

will demonstrate an ability to apply music fundamentals and instrumental techniques in the production, 

performance, analysis, and critique of instrumental music performance. Students are expected to apply 

sight-reading skills, improvisational skills, and performance techniques in solo, small group, and large 

group settings. Band I-IV students will critique music performances and deeply reflect upon the impact 

of instrumental music on society as well as societal influences on instrumental music. Students will 

regularly perform in a variety of settings and will demonstrate successful completion of student learning 

expectations. Band I, Band II, Band III, or Band IV will satisfy the one-half credit fine arts requirement for 

graduation.  

 

Choir (9-12) 

Vocal Music I-IV are two-semester courses designed for traditional and emerging ensembles. Vocal 

music students will demonstrate an ability to apply music fundamentals and vocal techniques in the 
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production, performance, analysis, and critique of vocal music performance. Students are expected to 

apply sight-reading skills, improvisational skills, and performance techniques in solo, small group, and 

large group settings. Vocal music students will critique vocal music performances and deeply reflect 

upon the impact of vocal music on society as well as societal influences on vocal music. Students will 

regularly perform vocally in a variety of settings and will demonstrate successful completion of vocal 

music student learning expectations. Vocal Music I will satisfy the one-half credit fine arts requirement 

for graduation.  

 

Theater Appreciation- one semester (9-12) 

Theatre Appreciation is a one-semester course in which students will develop fundamental theatre skills 

through academic study. Students will develop an understanding of basic theatre skills and the history of 

the theatre, analyze and evaluate artistic work, and discover connections between theatrical works and 

societal, cultural, and historical contexts. The Standards for Accreditation require schools to offer a one-

half unit of survey of fine arts OR one-half unit of advanced art or advanced music. Theatre Appreciation 

may be used to fulfill this requirement. Theatre Appreciation also fulfills the one-half unit of fine arts 

required for graduation.  

 

 Art I and II (9-12) 

Visual Art I-II are two-semester courses designed to teach students to apply the elements of art and the 

principles of design. Students are expected to use a variety of media, techniques, processes, and tools to 

create original artwork that demonstrates understanding of aesthetic concerns and complex 

compositions. These basic concepts are introduced at the Visual Art I level. As students progress through 

each course, they will develop, expand, and increase their real life application of problem solving 

through artistic maturation. Students will create, critique, reflect, and make connections to art. Students 

will exhibit original artwork and develop portfolios that reflect their personal growth. Visual Art I will 

satisfy the one-half credit fine arts requirement for graduation 

 

Studio Art 2-D- one semester (10-12) **Prerequisite: Art I 

Studio Art 2-D is a one-semester course designed for students who have successfully completed Art I. 

Studio Art 2-D is a course in which students further explore, apply, and move toward mastery of the 

elements of art and principles of design in specific areas of art, such as painting, drawing, printmaking, 

digital art, photography, mixed media, surface design, or other 2-D media. Student art will demonstrate 

evidence of complex problem-solving skills, higher order thinking, risk taking, imagination, and 

innovation. Students will exhibit art and will assemble portfolios that reflect personal growth in media, 

techniques, processes, and tools used to create complex 2-D compositions. Student compositions will 

cover a breadth of media and subject matter and will demonstrate successful completion of Studio Art 

2-D student learning expectations. The Standards for Accreditation require schools to offer a one-half 

unit course of Survey of Fine Arts or one-half unit of an advanced art or advanced music course. Studio 

Art 2-D may be used to fulfill this requirement.  

 

Studio Art 3-D- one semester (10-12) **Prerequisite: Art I 

Studio Art 3-D is a one-semester course designed for students who have successfully completed Art I. 

Studio Art 3-D is a course in which students further explore, apply, and move toward mastery of the 

elements of art and principles of design in specific areas of art, such as ceramics, jewelry, mosaics, fiber 
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arts, sculptures, mixed media, altered books, or other 3-D media. Student art will demonstrate evidence 

of complex problem-solving skills, higher order thinking, risk taking, imagination, and innovation. 

Students will exhibit art and will assemble portfolios that reflect personal growth in the media, 

techniques, process, and tools used to create complex 3-D compositions. Student compositions will 

cover a breadth of media and subject matter and will demonstrate successful completion of Studio Art 

3-D student learning expectations. Art I is a prerequisite for this course. The Standards for Accreditation 

require a one-half unit course of survey of fine arts or one-half unit of an advanced art or advanced 

music course. Studio Art 3-D may be used to fulfill this requirement.  

 

Art History I: Prehistoric to Renaissance- one semester (9-12) 

Art History (Prehistoric to Renaissance) is a one-semester course designed to teach students the 

significance of art throughout history. Students in Art History (Prehistoric to Renaissance) will examine 

periods of art history from around the world, with emphasis on art from ancient civilizations, classic 

civilizations, the Middle Ages, and the Early and High Renaissance. Students will examine characteristics 

of art including themes, artists, major works of art, media, and processes involved in creating works of 

art that is unique to each period of art; explore societal influences on art from each period and the 

impact art from each period has had on society; apply basic terminology and higher-order thinking skills 

and draw inferences from works of art and artists from each period of art history. Art History 

(Prehistoric to Renaissance) will satisfy the one-half credit fine arts requirement for graduation.  

 

Art History II: Baroque to Post-Modern- one semester (9-12) 

Art History (Baroque to Postmodern) is a one-semester course designed to teach students the 

significance of art throughout history. Students in Art History (Baroque to Postmodern) will examine 

periods of art history from around the world, with emphasis on Baroque, Rococo, Pre-Modern, Modern, 

and Postmodern art. Students will examine characteristics of art including themes, artists, major 

artworks, media, and processes involved in creating artwork that is unique to each period of art. 

Students will explore societal influences on art from each period, and the impact art from each period 

has had on society. Additionally, students will apply basic terminology and higher-order thinking skills 

and draw inferences from artwork and artists from each period of art history. Art History (Baroque to 

Postmodern) will satisfy the one-half credit fine arts requirement for graduation. 

 

Business Department 

 

Computerized Accounting 1 (10-12) 
A two-semester course with emphasis on basic accounting principles as they relate to both manual and 
computerized financial systems. Instruction is on an integrated basis, using computers and electronic 
calculators as the relationships and processes of manual and computerized accounting are presented. 
Entry-level skills in the accounting occupations can be attained. 
 
Financial Literacy- one semester (9-12)  ***Graduation requirement beginning with freshman class of 
2017-18 (may not be taken during the freshman year) 
A one-semester course designed to increase financial literacy and prepare students to successfully 
manage financial resources. This course also focuses on the individual’s role and financial responsibilities 
as a student, citizen, consumer, and active participant in the business world. Students will also learn to 
assess the role of money in society, to analyze the services financial institutions provide for consumers, 
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to demonstrate the ability to use credit as a financial tool, to evaluate the use of insurance for risk 
management, to determine the value and risk of investments, and determine financial strategies used to 
meet personal goals. 
 
Insurance & Risk Management- one semester (10-12) 
Provides an overview of the insurance industry, including various types of insurance, rates and claims, 
and career opportunities. Includes activities that help the student to better understand the importance 
of insurance and how it affects them both today and through their retirement years. 
 
Investments & Securities- one semester (10-12) 
A one-semester course designed to teach the basics of investing. Topics include investing in stocks, 
bonds, mutual funds, and real estate; the relationship between risk and return; saving money in using 
different financial instruments; retirement planning using Individual Retirement Accounts, 401k and 
403b accounts and annuities; estate planning; and using insurance to plan for risk management. The 
course is designed to provide opportunities for independent and collaborative work. 
 
Management (10-12) 
A two-semester course that assists the student in understanding basic management functions. Students 
study the management process, decision-making, environmental factors, basic ethics, and social 
responsibility. Planning, organizing, leading, and controlling are emphasized as well as basic concepts of 
staffing, leadership, communications, entrepreneurship, and international management. 
 
Technology Design & Applications (9-12) 
A two-semester course designed to prepare students for the transition from school to work developed 
to advance and strengthen skills mastered in the 5th through 8th grades. It includes project based 
learning in areas of word processing, spreadsheets, databases, and presentations. Students will apply 
tool software skills to business projects and use projects to develop competencies for national 
certification. The course is designed to provide opportunities for independent and collaborative work. 
 
Business Law I and II (10-12) 
Business Law I is a one-semester course designed to acquaint the student with the many applications of 
law governing our business and personal affairs in today's legal environment and dynamic marketplace. 
It is a study of the many relationships that exist, defining our rights and responsibilities associated with 
each, according to generally accepted principles of law. Business Law I covers the history and evolution 
of our law, its purposes, how laws may be classified, the rights of individuals, and where the law may be 
found. Topics will include criminal law, civil (tort) law, enforcement procedures and the courts, 
regulatory law for business firms, consumer protection and contract laws. 
 
Business Law II is a one-semester course covering standards of law which govern our business and 
personal affairs in today’s dynamic marketplace. It is designed to help students better understand the 
business world in which they live, gain confidence in conducting business, and be better prepared to 
recognize legal problems in management of an enterprise. Topics will include credit and bankruptcy, 
commercial paper, employment and agency, forms of business organization (proprietorships, 
partnerships, and corporations), real and personal property, bailments, and insurance. 
 
College and Career Readiness- one semester (9-12) 

 This is a one-semester (.5 credit) course that can count toward completer status for any Career and 

Technical Education Program of Study. It is designed to provide the student with the necessary skills to 
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evaluate who they are, what they need in a career, and what they need from education to be prepared 

to refine their choices through a decision-making process and master the skills most needed by 21st 

century employers. This course is recommended for the first semester of the senior year to assess labor 

market information, personal academic and career ready potential, and make application to 

postsecondary institutions. 

 
Family and Careers Department 
 
Family and Consumer Science (9-12) 

Family and Consumer Science is designed to provide students with the basic information and skills 

needed to function effectively in the family and the workforce, within a complex and changing society. 

Emphasis is given to the development of competencies related to Family, Career, and Community 

Leaders of America; individual and family relationships, healthy lifestyle choices; housing and interior 

design; garment care, selection and construction; the physical, emotional, social and intellectual 

development of children; nutrition, meal planning, food preparation and food service; home 

management, money management. Upon completion of this course, the student should have developed 

skills that promote a positive influence on the quality of life. 

 

Child Development/Parenting (11-12) Must have taken FACS 

Child Development focuses on skills needed to guide the physical, intellectual, emotional, and social 

development of children. Emphasis is given to the development of competencies related to the study of 

children, pregnancy and prenatal development, birth and the newborn, types of growth and 

development, stages of growth and development, rights and responsibilities of parents and children, 

needs of children, factors influencing the behavior of children, children with special needs, coping with 

crises, the effects of technology on child development, and careers related to the area of child 

development. Upon completion of this course, the student should be prepared to care for and guide the 

development of a child through all stages of growth—within a family, as a child-care professional, or in 

other experiences with children. 

 

Experiences in the Parenting course are designed to assist students in developing an understanding of 

the parenting process and of parenting skills. Competencies developed in this course will be useful to 

anyone who lives with, associates with, or works with children. Emphasis in this course is given to the 

development of competencies related to the parenthood decision, costs of having and raising a child, 

the promotion of child growth and development, effects of heredity and environment on development, 

rights and responsibilities of parents and children, providing nurturance, guidance techniques for 

promoting positive behavior, prevention of child abuse and neglect, promoting health and safety of 

children, caring for the sick or injured child, parenting a “special needs” child, helping children cope with 

crises, choosing professionals to help with parenting problems, selection of child-care services, jobs and 

careers in child and family services. Upon completion of this course, a student should possess skills 

necessary to provide quality care for children—as a parent, as one employed to care for children, or as 

one who interacts with children in other settings. 

 

Food/Nutrition (10-12) Must have taken FACS 

Experiences in the Food and Nutrition course focus on the development of skills needed to select, 
prepare, and serve food which meets nutritional needs of individuals and families. Emphasis in this 
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course is given to the development of competencies related to nutrition, weight control, the food 
consumer, the effect of technology on food and nutrition, kitchen organization and equipment, safety 
and sanitation, menu planning, serving and eating food, food preparation, eating away from home, and 
jobs and career opportunities in the field of food and nutrition. Upon completion of this course, 
students should be able to apply sound nutritional practices which will have a positive effect on their 
health. 
 
Orientation to Teaching I 

Orientation to Teaching is a one-year course designed to provide students with information and 

experiences in the field of education. Students will plan and direct individualized instruction and group 

activities, prepare instructional materials, assist with record keeping, make physical arrangements, and 

experience other responsibilities of classroom teachers. Students are involved in observations as well as 

direct student instruction; placement rotations are utilized to allow students to have experiences in 

various education career roles, grade levels, subject areas, and ability groups. Upon completion of the 

course, students should have identified areas of special interest that may be pursued further, have a 

better understanding of the teaching profession, and have enhanced employability skills which will be of 

benefit regardless of the occupation or career in which employed. 

 

Orientation to Teaching II 

Orientation to Teaching II is a course designed to integrate psychological, sociological, and philosophical 

foundations which prepare students for positive field experiences. This course encourages prospective 

teachers to become responsible, professional, and ethical as they explore the teaching profession. The 

students will research and examine foundations within the educational system. Upon completion of this 

course, a student should have a working knowledge of and employability skills for the education 

profession. The student will have the opportunity to obtain the paraprofessional certification. 

 

Physical Education and Health  

 

Physical Education and Leisure- one semester (9-12) 

Physical Education and Leisure is a two-semester course that includes a planned curriculum which 
provides content and learning experiences in basic motor skills, movement patterns, and movement 
concepts as they apply to physical activity and health-related physical fitness, as well as lifetime sports 
and recreation. This course encompasses the Physical Education and Leisure Content Standards defined 
by the Arkansas Physical Education and Health Curriculum Framework.   
 
Health and Wellness- one semester (9-12) 
Health and Wellness is a one-semester course that should provide content and learning experiences in 
nutrition, disease prevention, human growth and development, healthy life skills, personal health and 
safety, community health and promotion, decision-making skills, interpersonal communication skills, 
and information regarding the use and abuse of medications, alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs.  The 
course content should focus on personal health and wellness and the practice of health-enhancing 
behaviors to avoid or reduce health risks.  This course encompasses the Health and Wellness Content 
Standards defined by the Arkansas Physical Education and Health Curriculum Framework. 
 
Virtual Arkansas Courses 
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Spanish I (10-12): Spanish I takes students through a virtual trip to Spain, Cuba, Columbia, and 
Argentina. As students travel to each country, they learn how to speak Spanish in many practical and 
useful ways. Students learn how to greet people, introduce themselves, and speak about their home, 
family, school, and community. As students learn basic vocabulary and grammar skills, they expand on 
their knowledge and learn to speak about more complex topics such as shopping, weather, sports, 
entertainment, and leisure activities. The course introduces new words and phrases with pictures, audio 
clips, and examples. Students learn basic Spanish grammar to help them build fluency and understand 
the structure of the Spanish language. There are many opportunities to practice through interactive 
activities in the form of games, written practice, and listening and speaking exercises. 
 
Spanish II (11-12): **Prerequisite: pass both semesters of Spanish I before enrolling in Span. II. 
The purpose of this course is to strengthen Spanish listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. 
Students also experience the beauty and expressiveness of a language that is shared by different people 
and cultures throughout the world. Students will travel virtually through Central America and the 
Caribbean, spending time in museums, traffic jams, and even the hospital. In this course, students 
broaden their Spanish vocabulary and their knowledge of grammar. They meet people from many 
different countries and cultures. While waiting for the plane ride home, students also meet Spanish- 
speaking people from different parts of the United States. 
 
Computer Programming/Coding I and II: This course is designed for students with no formal 
programming experience. Students will spend time coding to solve real-world problems in a 
collaborative environment. The course focuses on developing computational thinking, refining problem-
solving skills, and applying key programming concepts. Throughout the course, students will use 
developmentally appropriate and accurate terminology when communicating about technology. 
****One unit of computer science may count as a third science credit or as a fourth math credit. 
 
Concurrent Credit Courses (ATU) 
 
Comp I: A review of grammar, introduction to research methods, and practice in writing exposition using 
reading to provide ideas and patterns. **Prerequisites- ACT scores of 19 in Reading and English  
 
Comp II: A continuation of Comp I with readings in poetry, fiction, and drama. **Prerequisites- A grade 
of “C” in Comp I; ACT scores of 19 in Reading and English. 
 
World Civ. I: History of humanity from prehistoric times to the 16th century. **Prerequisites- ACT scores 
of 19 in Reading and English. 
 
World Civ. II: History of humanity from the 16th century to the present.  **Prerequisites- ACT scores of 
19 in Reading and English. 
 
College Algebra: Exponents and radicals; intro to quadratic equations; systems of equations involving 
quadratics, ratio, proportion, variation, progressions, the binomial theorem, inequalities, logarithms, 
and partial fractions. **Prerequisites- Geometry, Alg. II, and ACT scores of 19 in Reading and Math. 
 
PROGRAMS OF STUDY AT ATKINS HIGH SCHOOL: Students may earn certificates and become 

completers in the following: 

Management 

TDA- 1 credit 
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Management- 1 credit 

Accounting I- 1 credit 

                 Or 

SIRI (Securities, Investments, Risk Management, and Insurance) - 1 credit 

 

SIRI (Securities, Investments, Risk Management, and Insurance) 

TDA- 1 credit 

SIRI- 1 credit 

Accounting I- 1 credit 

                Or 

Business Law I- (.5) 

Business law II- (.5) 

Financial Literacy- (.5) 

 

Accounting      Education and Training 

TDA- 1 credit      Orientation to Teaching I- 1 credit 

Accounting I- 1 credit     Orientation to Teaching II- 1 credit 

Business Law I- (.5)     Child Development/Parenting- 1 credit 

Business Law II- (.5)            Or 

       Family and Consumer Science- 1 credit 

Family and Consumer Sciences 

Family and Consumer Science- 1 credit 

Child Development/Parenting- 1 credit 

Food Safety & Nutrition- 1 credit 

 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL PROGRAMS 

 

Students may choose to pursue other programs of study in grades 11-12 through the ATU Career Center 

located on the campus of Russellville High School. All career center courses have concurrent credit with 

ATU—Ozark Campus. 

Automotive Service Tech  
Computer Engineering/ Computer Information Systems  
Construction Technology/Facilities Maintenance  
Criminal Justice/Law Enforcement  
Culinary Arts  
Metal Fabrication  
Health Science Technology/Allied Health  
Robotics 

 

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE TECHNOLOGY I— ACE Courses Brakes 590410 (Fall) and Suspension and Steering 
590420 (Spring) Prerequisite: Competitive application, good reading comprehension skills  
Course Content: Automotive Service Technology is designed to teach the fundamentals of automotive 

service repair, both theory and practice. It seeks to reflect the fast-changing technology in the 

automotive industry. Computerized instruction, demonstration, and hands-on laboratory activities will 
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be utilized to present the theory and practical application of automotive diagnostics and repair. The 

curriculum follows National Automotive Technical Education Foundation (NATEF) guidelines. 

 

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE TECHNOLOGY II—  
Prerequisite: Completion of Auto Service Tech. I (preference given to grade of “C” or better) ACE 
Courses Electrical Systems 590430 (Fall) and Engine Performance 590440 (Spring)  
Course Content: During the second year, students will study basic electricity and electronics as well as 
engine performance. This will include the study of the automobile’s fuel injection, emission controls, and 
computer controlled systems.  
 
CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY I— 
Prerequisite: Competitive Application.  
ACE Courses Construction Fundamentals 590190 (Fall) Electrical 590610 (Spring)  
Course Content: Work in Construction offers a great variety of career opportunities. People with many 
different talents and educational backgrounds—skilled crafts persons, managers, supervisors, and 
superintendents—find job opportunities in construction and related fields. In keeping with industry 
needs, the program offers a variety of courses designed to give students knowledge and practical 
experience. First year students take the Core (fundamentals) and Electrical sections of the NCCER 
program. National certification can be obtained in each area through NCCER.  
 
CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY II— 
Prerequisite: Completion of Construction Tech. I (preference given to grade of “C” or better).  
ACE Courses Carpentry 590620 (Fall) and Plumbing 590630 (Spring)  
Course Content: Construction Technology II is a continuation of Construction Technology I with an 
emphasis on the plumbing and carpentry sections of the NCCER national certification program. National 
certifications are available to the motivated student who scores 70% or better on the certification 
exams. Construction companies can access the student certifications at NCCER for potential 
employment. 
 
COMPUTER ENGINEERING I— 
Prerequisite: Competitive application and preference given to completion of Algebra I with a grade of 
“C” or better  
ACE Courses Diagnostics 590300 (fall) and Operations 590760 (spring).  
Course Content: This course will provide the opportunity to become A+ certified in computer repair. PC 
building, upgrading, repair, and operating systems will be taught. Operating systems include WIN 98, 
WIN 2000 Professional, and WIN XP. The course is a combination of self-paced computer-aided 
instruction, lecture, and hands-on labs.  
 
COMPUTER ENGINEERING II— 
Prerequisite: Completion of Computer Engineering I (preference given to grade of “C” or better).  
ACE Course Networking 590770/590780  
Course Content: This course will provide the opportunity to become Network+ certified. Data 
communications, Windows NT, network hardware, and technical support are some of the topics covered 
in this course. Certifications available to motivated students can include Cisco, Novell, and others. This 
course is self-paced, 75% computer-aided instruction and hands-on labs.  
 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE —  
Prerequisite: Competitive Application  
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ACE Courses Intro to Criminal Justice 590310 (fall) and Law Enforcement I 590730 (spring).  
Course Content: The first year of the criminal justice program will focus on an Introduction to Criminal 
Justice with units in exploring search and seizure, arresting suspects, exploring court procedures, and 
preventing crime. The first year student will also study law enforcement with units of study including 
investigating criminal justice careers, defining crimes, defending against attack, responding to 
emergencies, controlling traffic, and performing patrol.  
 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE II— 
Prerequisite: Completion of Criminal Justice I with preference given to grade of “C” or better.  
ACE Courses Criminal Law 590740 (fall) and Law Enforcement II 590750 (Spring).  
Course Content: The second year of the criminal justice program will be a continuation of the first year 
program. The course will include law enforcement coursework with units of study including investigating 
crimes, exploring search and seizure, maintaining custody of prisoners, and defining crimes. The career 
and technical student organization, SkillsUSA, will be an integral part of the curriculum in this program.  
 
CULINARY ARTS I—  
Prerequisite: Competitive Application  
ACE Courses Intro to Culinary Arts 590280 and Culinary Arts I 590580 (Fall) Culinary Arts II 493270 
(Spring)  
Course Content: Culinary training combines classical with modern techniques and prepares a student for 
entry level foodservice positions or post-secondary culinary training. Course work includes cost 
accounting, sanitation and safety, purchasing, menu design and analysis, and supervisory skills.  
 
CULINARY ARTS II— 
Prerequisite: Culinary Arts I (Preference given to a grade of “C” or better)  
ACE Courses ProStart I 590590 (Fall) and ProStart II 590600 (Spring)  
Course Content: Culinary Arts II consists of training in the classroom, lab, and paid internships in 
foodservice settings to prepare students for management careers in the hospitality industry. Program 
completers are eligible for scholarships from the National Restaurant Association and the Arkansas 
Hospitality Association.  
 
HEALTH SCIENCE TECHNOLGY I—  
Prerequisite: Competitive Application  
ACE Courses Human A & P 590260 Year Long and Medical Terminology 590260 (Fall); Pathology 590680 
(Spring) Course Content: The first year of Medical Professions covers the body systems in both structure 
and function. Emphasis is placed on diseases and treatments of each body system, which is pathology. 
Students will learn medical terminology. For several body systems, students are required to provide 
both written and oral presentations. There are several lab activities such as dissections. Guest lecturers 
in various medical fields help to round out the course. This class is designed for students interested in 
any health career and is recommended for those planning to continue their education at the college 
level.  
 
HEALTH SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY II— 
Prerequisite: Completion of Med Pro I (preference given to grade of “C” or better)  
ACE Courses Intro to Medical Prof and Medical Procedures 590690 (Fall) and Medical Procedures Exp., 
and Med Clinical Intern/Specialization 590700 (Spring)  
Course Content: This is an educational program that alternates in-school instruction and supervised on-
the-job training activities in health science technology occupations. Students enrolled in this course will 
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be able to test for industry certifications such as Certified Nursing Assistant, Phlebotomy Tech, 
Pharmacy Tech, and EMT. 
  
MECHATRONICS/AUTOMATED SOLUTIONS I/II—ACE Courses 590320—Intro. To Craft Skills (Fall) and 
590790—Pre-Mechatronics (Spring)  
Prerequisite: Competitive Application  
This instructional program prepares individuals to apply technical knowledge and skills in the building, 
inspecting, and maintaining of structures and related properties. Mechatronics is a new and rapidly 
growing field that integrates electronics, mechanics, pneumatics, hydraulics, and information 
technology and computer control systems into a single discipline that crosses most of the traditional 
boundaries of a skilled technician. Mechatronics is a broad understanding of how mechanical and 
electrical energy is produced, controlled and utilized. The Mechatronics program is designed to teach a 
core set of technical skills that are applicable in a wide variety of settings.  
 
WELDING I—    
Prerequisite: Competitive Application-ACE Courses Metal Fab 590860 (fall) and Gas Tungsten Arc 590870 
(spring)  Course Content: Metal Fabrication develops skills in cutting, shaping, welding, and fastening of 
metals through the use of equipment consistent with the industrial needs of the area. Instruction 
emphasizes properties of metals, blueprint reading, and layout design. Processes taught are cutting and 
Gas Tungsten Arc Welding.  
 
WELDING II— 
Prerequisite: Completion of WELDING I (preference given to grade of “C” or better)  
ACE Courses Gas Metal Arc 590880 (Fall) Shielded Metal Arc 590890 (Spring)  
Course Content: This course offers instruction in blueprint reading, layout, and cutting using the 
Shielded Metal Arc and Gas Metal Arc processes. This program offers opportunities for hands-on work in 
a lab setting. A student who successfully completes two years in this program should be employable at 
entry level in the metal fabrication industry. 


