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Introduction and District Priorities   

  
As a school district, Brownfield ISD looks forward to welcoming students back to school on 
August 23, 2021.  Despite the challenges with COVID-19, our district will continue to provide 
an excellent education to our students, which will include face-to-face learning.  As the public 
health crisis continues, we have been planning for the opening of the 2021-22 school year with 
a focus on the health, safety and well-being of our staff, students and community.  
  
Brownfield ISD will continue with face-to-face instruction in the Fall of 2021, our plan 
follows recommendations for school opening and operations provided by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Texas Education Agency, and state and 
local health officials.  
  
The situation with COVID-19 is continuously changing, as are the protocols and measures 
needed to keep students and staff safe. Plans will remain flexible to accommodate potential 
changes and these guidelines may be modified as needed. As adjustments may be necessary 
throughout the coming school year, it will be our priority to keep the community informed of 
those changes and updates. The Brownfield ISD website will provide you with the most up-to-
date information.  

 

KEY PRIORITIES AND FOCUS AREAS  
• Public Health and Safety  
• Accelerated Instruction 
• Maintaining Workforce  
• Equity  
• Innovation  
• Communication  

 
 
  
LEADERSHIP TEAM MEMBERS 

 
In order to effectively plan for the 2021-2022 school year, leadership team members 
collaborated in group settings and opportunities were established for further engagement 
allowing members to give input in the following areas: 

• Learning Student Expectations - Elementary 
• Learning Student Expectations - Middle 
• Learning Student Expectations – High School 
• Campus Health & Safety Protocols - Elementary 
• Campus Health & Safety Protocols - Secondary 
• Athletics 
• Fine Arts 
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• Student Support Services 
• Maintenance and Operations 

 
 
 

Fall 2020: Instructional Information for 
Families 

 
 

FACE-TO-FACE LEARNING 
 Students and teachers will attend class in-person, five days a week, with additional safety 
measures in alignment with state and federal guidelines and recommendations. 

• In this setting, teachers will provide face-to-face instruction, learning resources and 
support. 

• Teachers will plan instruction that is quickly and easily transferable from face-to-face to 
remote in the event of a temporary school closure due to COVID-19 spread. 

• District-directed and campus-designed safety procedures will be implemented. 
• Grades 6th-12th students will be assigned schedules based on their course selections 

made last spring. 
 

 
Accelerated Learning will be provided to students in order to help students make up for 
learning loss due to COVID interruptions.  Brownfield ISD will be implementing the 
requirements of HB4545 that was recently passed in the 87th Legislative Session.  The new 
statute is effective June 2021, with acceleration instructional practices required during the 2021-
2022 school year for all students, based on results of STAAR assessments in Spring 2021.   
 
HB4545 establishes new requirements for accelerated instruction for students who did not pass 
the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR).  The legislation includes: 

• Elimination of grade retention and retesting requirements in grades 5 and 8. 
• For any student who does not pass the STAAR test in grades 3, 5, or 8 in Math or 

Reading, LEAs must establish an accelerated learning committee to develop an individual 
educational plan for the student and monitor progress 

 
Learning Acceleration 

• For any student who does not pass the STAAR assessment in grades 3-8 or STAAR  
EOC End-of-Course assessments, accelerated instruction requirements specify that it 
must include either: 

o Assigned a classroom teacher who is designated as a master, exemplary, or 
recognized teacher or  

o Receiving supplemental instruction (tutoring) before or after school, and/or 
embedded in the school day. 
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Brownfield ISD has chosen both options of providing supplemental instruction either 
before/after school, and/or embedded in the school day.  BISD will also provide classroom 
teachers who are designated as master, exemplary, or recognized in areas where applicable. 

 
 

Special Education Support 
IEP Committees will determine the unique needs of students who receive special education 
services and will make service recommendations for students.  The nature of special education 
interventions will likely require a heavier concentration of specified supports and services to 
ensure that individual student needs are met. Progress will be carefully monitored, and IEP 
Committees will convene as needed to make appropriate recommendations for Accelerated 
Learning to meet individual student needs. This will ensure continued growth in the general 
education curriculum and on IEP goals and objectives. 
 

 
Return to School Protocols 

 
The following are the return-to-work protocols for Brownfield ISD campuses and administration 
building.  Due to the ever-changing situation, the district may need to change protocols at 
any time to address specific needs and circumstances to protect the health and safety of 
students, employees and the community.  Please note, health guidance cannot anticipate every 
unique situation. As a result, Brownfield ISD will continue to consult available guidance through 
governmental agencies and other information deemed relevant to monitor the situation. The 
district will comply with applicable federal and state employment and disability laws, workplace 
safety standards and accessibility standards to address individual needs. 
  
It is important to remember the virus that causes COVID-19 can be spread by infected persons 
who have few or no symptoms. Even if an infected person shows no symptoms or is only mildly 
ill, the people they spread it to may become seriously or fatally ill, especially for persons 65 
years of age or older with pre-existing health conditions placing them at higher risk.  Because of 
the hidden nature of this threat, Brownfield ISD expects all employees, students, and families to 
rigorously follow these practices. 
 
 
Preparation for the Opening of School 
Brownfield ISD will ensure all staff, resources and supplies are prepared for opening school, 
including but not limited to assigning sufficient staff to carry out opening, ensuring proper 
training and stocking inventory of necessary supplies. 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) provides guidance, recommendations, 
and resources to assist with plans and protocols for health and safety. Before schools open, 
Brownfield ISD will implement health and safety plans that include: 

• Ensuring adequate supply inventory (e.g., cleaning supplies, hand sanitizer, etc.) 
• Cleaning with products approved by governing authorities and per guidelines from the 

Environmental Protection Agency 
• Ensuring compliance with CDC, Health and Human Services, the Texas Education 

Agency and other jurisdictional policies 
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• Providing communication of procedures and expectations upon entering facilities and 
throughout buildings. 

 

 
 
Protocols for Screening and Isolation 
General 
All students and staff should self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms daily and individuals with 
symptoms will be separated and/or sent home. 
 
Screening Protocols 

• Parents must ensure they do not send a child to school if the child has COVID-19 
symptoms (as listed in this document) or is lab-confirmed with COVID-19.   

• Staff and students should not enter campuses or district buildings if any of the following 
apply. The individual is: 

• Sick with symptoms of fever (100°F or higher), sore throat, cough that causes 
difficulty breathing, diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal pain, or new onset of severe 
headache.   

• Has a confirmed case of COVID-19 or has a household member with a confirmed 
case of COVID-19. These individuals must follow all isolation and quarantine 
guidelines from the local health authority or their physician. 

• Has traveled internationally or on a cruise in the past 14 days. These individuals must 
follow current CDC self-quarantine recommendations: View current CDC 
recommendations. 

•  Teachers will monitor students and refer them to the nurse if symptoms are present. 
 
Isolation Protocols 

• For students displaying symptoms of COVID-19 or are feeling feverish, the school nurse 
will provide a clinical assessment, which includes a temperature check, to determine if 
and when a student needs to be sent home. 

• Students who are ill will be separated from their peers and should be picked up within 30 
minutes and no later than 1 hour from the time the campus has contacted the 
parent/guardian. 

• Other students will be removed from the classroom and taken to an alternate location on 
campus (go on a walk outside, move to a different classroom, etc) so that the classroom 
can be disinfected. 

• If an individual who has been in a school is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, the school 
must notify its local health department, in accordance with applicable federal, state and 
local laws and regulations, including confidentiality requirements of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) and Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 

• Schools must close off areas that are heavily used by the individual with the lab-
confirmed case (student, teacher, or staff) until the non-porous surfaces in those areas can 
be disinfected. 

• District communication will be provided to the students who came in contact with a 
student or staff member displaying COVID-19 symptoms. 
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• Staff members displaying COVID-19 symptoms will follow district protocols including 
isolation from students and other staff members. 

• Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID-19 and/or have a household 
member who has tested positive for COVID-19, will be permitted to return to school 
when: 

• At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared and/or a positive 
COVID-19 test. 

 

Protocols for Personal Protective Equipment 
Wearing of face coverings are optional for students and staff.  Students will follow campus-
specific guidelines to support social distancing to the fullest extent possible. 
 
 

Protocols for Campus Cleaning and Disinfecting 
Frequent cleaning and disinfection will support a healthy learning and work environment for 
students and staff. 
Daily Campus Cleaning 

• Each classroom and restroom will be cleaned and disinfected daily. 
• All high-touch areas will be disinfected throughout the day. 
• Cafeterias will be disinfected between lunch periods. 
• Staff will have access to disinfecting items to sanitize working surfaces, shared objects, 

and high-touch areas after use and during breaks in instruction. 
Restrooms 

• The scheduling of whole class restroom breaks is recommended to eliminate co-mingling 
of students across various classes and to ensure teacher monitoring of social distancing 
guidelines. 

• Increased disinfecting will occur throughout the school day. Staff and students must wash 
hands with soap and water prior to exiting the bathroom. Proper handwashing techniques 
will be taught to all students and consistently reinforced. 

 

 

Protocols for Positive COVID-19 Cases on Campus 
• If a classroom or facility is closed due to COVID-19 spread, a disinfectant, which is 

recommended for use on the virus that causes COVID-19, will be used to disinfect. 
• Custodial staff will disinfect classrooms, restrooms, athletics, fine arts areas and all 

additional areas throughout the school facility. 
 

Campus Health & Safety Protocols 
 

Training 
On the first day of in-service, COVID-19 training will be provided to all employees of BISD 
regarding updated COVID-19 protocols.   
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