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Dyslexia Information 
The Arkansas State Legislature enacted Act 1294 of the 2013 regular 
session to ensure that children with dyslexia have their needs met by all 
Arkansas public school systems. ACT 1268 of 2015 amended parts of the 
original legislation. The legislation defines dyslexia, describes required 
screening and intervention, and lists required actions of the state, 
education cooperatives, and school districts. 
 
Rules Governing How to Meet the Needs of Children with Dyslexia 
On July 15, 2016, the Arkansas State Board of Education gave final 
approval to the Arkansas Department of Education Rules Governing How 
to Meet the Needs of Children with Dyslexia. To access these rules, which 
became effective October 3, 2016, please go to Commissioner’s Memo 
COM-17-021: Final Rules - How to Meet the Needs of Children with 
Dyslexia. 
 
Definition of Dyslexia 
The Arkansas Department of Education defines Dyslexia (Ark. Code Ann. § 
6-41-602) as a “learning disability that is neurological in origin, 
characterized by difficulties with accurate and fluent word recognition, poor 
spelling and decoding abilities that typically result from the phonological 
component of language. 
 
This definition is borrowed from the most widely accepted current definition 
of dyslexia that is used by the International Dyslexia Association: “Dyslexia 
is a specific learning disability that is neurobiological in origin. It is 
characterized by difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word recognition 
and by poor spelling and decoding abilities.  

ftp://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/acts/2013/Public/ACT1294.pdf
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2015/2015R/Pages/BillInformation.aspx?measureno=SB788
http://adecm.arkansas.gov/ViewApprovedMemo.aspx?Id=2064
http://adecm.arkansas.gov/ViewApprovedMemo.aspx?Id=2064


These difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological 
component of language that is often unexpected in relation to other 
cognitive abilities and the provision of effective classroom instruction. 
Secondary consequences may include problems in reading comprehension 
and reduced reading experience that can impede growth of vocabulary and 
background knowledge.” 
 
Reporting By School Districts 
The superintendent of a school district annually shall report the results of 
the school district screening required under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-41-603.  

● The dyslexia intervention programs used during the previous school 
year that were specifically responsive to assisting students with 
dyslexia;  

● The number of students during the previous school year who 
received dyslexia intervention; and  

● The total number of students identified with dyslexia during the 
previous school year (Ark. Code Ann. § 6-41-606 (b)).  

 
Dyslexia Intervention Program 
Students with characteristics of dyslexia should receive an appropriate, 
specialized dyslexia instructional program that: 

● Is delivered by a professional who has completed training in a 
specific dyslexia program (Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-41-602; 6-41-605) 

● provides systematic, research-based instruction (Ark. Code Ann. 
§6-41-602) 

● includes instruction that is multisensory addressing two or more 
sensory pathways during instruction or practice (Ark. Code Ann. 
§6-41-602) 

● provides instruction in the essential components of reading in a 
small-group or individual setting that maintains fidelity of the program 
that includes phonemic awareness, graphophonemic knowledge, 
structure of the English language, linguistic instruction, and strategies 
for decoding, encoding, word recognition, fluency, and 
comprehension (Ark. Code Ann. § 6-41-602). 
 



The Dyslexia Intervention Programs used by the Greenland School 
District during the 2018-19 school year: 

Phonics First Reading System, developed by Reading and 
Language Arts Centers, Inc. (RLAC - an IMSLEC Accredited MSL 
program), is a multisensory, systematic, structured, sequential, 
phonics-based direct instruction approach to teaching beginning, 
at-risk, struggling learning disabled, dyslexic and ELL readers. 
Rooted in the Orton-Gillingham principles of instruction. Phonics First 
uses scientifically research-based learning strategies to teach 
students systematic processes for decoding (reading) and encoding 
(spelling). 
LANGUAGE! is an intensive, comprehensive literacy curriculum used 
for students in grades 9–12 who are substantially below grade-level 
expectations. With an explicit, systematic approach that is proven to 
accelerate the growth of struggling readers and nonreaders, 
LANGUAGE! integrates instruction in foundational skills, writing, 
vocabulary, fluency, grammar, comprehension, and spoken English. 
 

The number of students who received dyslexia intervention:  
● In the 2019-20 school year: 177 
● In the 2018-19 school year: 183 
● In the 2017-18 school year: 127 
● In the 2016-17 school year: 32 

 
The number of students identified with dyslexia characteristics: 

● In the 2019-20 school year: 261 
● In the 2018-19 school year: 211 
● In the 2017-18 school year: 128  
● In the 2016-17 school year: 10 

 
Dyslexia Resource Guide 
The Arkansas Department of Education has created a Dyslexia Resource 
Guide to provide guidance for districts, schools, and teachers in order to 
effectively meet the requirements of ACT 1268.  
 
 

http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Dyslexia/DRG-Final-12-13-17-JS1.pdf
http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Dyslexia/DRG-Final-12-13-17-JS1.pdf


 
 
Screening Procedures 

● All students K-11 will receive initial screening for reading ability using 
the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS K-6) 
and Content Area Reading Indicators (7-11), the Developmental 
Spelling Assessment (DSA), and a phoneme manipulation 
assessment. All K-2 students will also be given the Arkansas Rapid 
Automatized Naming (AR-RAN). 

● All K-2 students and 3-8 students showing difficulties on initial 
screeners are further assessed using Level 1 assessments including 
the Phoneme Awareness Skills Test (PAST) and the Quick Phonics 
Screener (QPS) to provide diagnostic information at the skill level. 

● Students experiencing significant reading difficulties will be 
administered Level 2 assessments which test for phonological 
awareness, rapid naming, word reading, decoding, fluency, spelling, 
and reading comprehension.  

 
Dyslexia Monitoring 

● 504 Committee:  
○ Annually evaluates further screening or program identification 

and plan development for qualified students 
● IEP Committee:  

○ Annually reviews individual student plans and supports as 
appropriate to qualified students 

● Interventionist/Teacher:  
○ Personnel trained to implement dyslexia program who conducts 

appropriate level of intervention 
○ Regularly assesses students in order to monitor progress in the 

dyslexia program 
○ Reviews student IEP and 504 plan implementations at the 

building level 
● District Literacy Specialist:  

○ Reviews literacy and dyslexia laws as submitted by the 
Arkansas Department of Education 



○ Provides training and support in the Arkansas RISE initiative 
○ Ensures district-wide data collection procedures 
○ Provides coaching and ensures fidelity of the district dyslexia 

interventions 
○ Fluent in the RTI process and provides training in administering 

screenings, analyzing and interpreting screening data, and 
determining appropriate interventions that are systematic, 
multisensory, and evidence-based 

● Principal: 
○ Ensures district-wide data collection procedures 
○ Evaluates dyslexia interventions utilizing the Arkansas TESS 

framework for teachers and classified framework for employee 
evaluation 

 
Additional Resources 

● What is Dyslexia? TedEd video by Kelli Sandman-Hurley 
● Arkansas Department of Education 
● Phonics First at Brainspring 
● LANGUAGE! At Voyager Sopris Learning 
● International Dyslexia Association 

○ International Dyslexia Association: Dyslexia Fact Sheets 
■ Dyslexia Basics Fact Sheet 
■ Applying for Accommodations on College Entrance Tests 
■ Morphological Awareness 

 
If you have any questions please contact Hope Dorman, Director of 
Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment or our Literacy Specialist, Jeni 
Samuelsen at 479-521-2366. 

https://ed.ted.com/lessons/what-is-dyslexia-kelli-sandman-hurley
http://www.arkansased.gov/divisions/learning-services/curriculum-and-instruction/dyslexia
https://brainspring.com/
https://www.voyagersopris.com/literacy/language/overview
https://www.voyagersopris.com/literacy/language/overview
https://dyslexiaida.org/
https://dyslexiaida.org/dyslexia-basics/
https://dyslexiaida.org/applying-for-accommodations-on-college-entrance-tests/
https://dyslexiaida.org/morphological-awareness-one-piece-of-the-literacy-pie/

