
Raymondville ISD 2021 Safe Return to In-Person Instruction 

For the 2021-22 School Year, Raymondville ISD will safely return to 100% in-person 
instruction, including services to address students' academic needs, students' and staff social 
emotional needs, mental health, students’ and staff health, and food services. 

RISD will prioritize health and safety of all students and staff.  Based on TEA and CDC 
Safety Recommendations, the District will: 

• Highly recommend mask-wearing in school facilities. Per GA-38, school systems
cannot require students or staff to wear a mask. GA-38 addresses government-mandated
face coverings in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

• Modify the use of facilities to allow for physical distancing when possible (i.e.,
staggered lunch and restroom schedules).

• Teach and reinforce handwashing and respiratory etiquette.
• Train custodians on cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities.
• Install new HVAC units to improve ventilation and maintain Needlepoint Bipolar

Ionizers (NBPIs) to improve air quality.  NPBIs eliminate viruses, bacteria, and mold in
the air and on surfaces.

• Collaborate with the Department of State Health Services and the Local Health Authority
to contact trace, isolate, and quarantine individuals that test positive for COVID-19.

• Coordinate with local health providers to provide COVID-19 tests for diagnosis and
screening.

• Continue coordinating with the Willacy County Vaccination Coordinators to provide
vaccines to the School Community.

• Provide appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to
health and safety policies.

• Coordinate with State and local health officials.

Addressing Student Academic Needs: 
• Provide training for teacher on effective instruction beginning Summer 2021.
• Provide quality instructional resources and computer programs.
• Utilize quality student assessments.
• Purchase school supplies for students.
• Provide extra instructional supplies for teacher.
• Update classroom technology.

Supporting students' and staff social, emotional, mental health, student health and food 
services: 

• Onsite social/emotional workshop for teachers.
• Onsite social/emotional workshop for students.
• Mental Health training for campus intervention team.
• Create District Health Clinic.
• Serve fresh cooked meals with quality ingredients.
• Provide teacher professional development for staff on Social Emotional Learning.



• Implement a curriculum that includes social emotional learning.

If test confirmed cases have been at school: 
○ If an individual who has been in a school is test-confirmed to have COVID-19,

the school will notify the local health department in accordance with applicable
federal, state, and local laws and regulations, including confidentiality
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

○ Upon receipt of information that any teacher, staff member, student, or visitor at a
school is test-confirmed to have COVID-19, the school will submit a report to the
Texas Department of State Health Services via an online form. The report will be
submitted each Monday for the prior seven days (Monday-Sunday).

Students Who Have COVID-19: 
○ Schools must exclude from attendance any child having or suspected of having

COVID-19. Exclusion shall continue until the readmission criteria for the
conditions are met. The readmission criteria for COVID-19 is as follows:
■ If symptomatic, exclude until at least 10 days have passed since symptom

onset, and fever free*, and other symptoms have improved. Children who
test positive for COVID-19 but do not have any symptoms must stay home
until at least 10 days after the day they were tested.

*Fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever suppressing medications. Fever is a temperature
of 100° Fahrenheit (37.8° Celsius) or higher.

Students Who Are Close Contacts 
• As a reference, close contact determinations are generally based on guidance outlined by 

the CDC, which notes that individuals who are vaccinated are not considered close 
contacts. Given the data from 2020-21 showing very low COVID-19 transmission rates in 
a classroom setting and data demonstrating lower transmission rates among children than 
adults, school systems are not required to conduct COVID-19 contact tracing. If 
Raymondville ISD is made aware that a student is a close contact, the District will notify 
the student’s parents.

• Parents of students who are determined to be close contacts of an individual with 
COVID-19 may opt to keep their students at home during the recommended stay-at-home 
period.

• For individuals who are determined to be close contacts, the stay-at-home period can end 
for students experiencing no symptoms on Day 10 after close contact exposure, if no 
subsequent COVID-19 testing is performed.

• Alternately, students can end the stay-at-home period after 7 days if they receive a 
negative result from a COVID-19 test 5-7 days from the close contact



Note: COVID-19 POC = the designated point of contact (a staff person that is responsible for responding to COVID-19 concerns, 
such as director)
1 Scenario based on geographic area with community transmission of SARS-COV-2 the virus that causes COVID-19.
2 The most common symptoms of COVID-19 in children include fever or chills, cough, nasal congestion or runny   nose, new loss of taste or smell, shortness of breath 
or difficulty breathing, diarrhea or vomiting, stomachache, tiredness, headache, muscle or body aches, and poor appetite or poor feeding (especially in babies  
under 1 year old).
3 Schools that do not have a universal mask requirement could require masking by students, teachers, and staff if they are experiencing onset of upper respiratory 
infection symptoms at school while waiting to be picked up or leave the school.
4 With no known close contact.
5 Close contact is defined as someone who was within 6 feet for a total of 15 minutes or more within 2 days prior to illness onset,regardless of whether the contact 
was wearing a mask. See exception in the definition for the exclusion of students in the K-12 indoor classroom: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/ 
contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
6 To the extent allowable by applicable laws regarding privacy.
7 CDC guidance provides that people who are fully vaccinated and do not have COVID-19 symptoms do not need to quarantine, but should get tested after an exposure  
to someone with COVID-19.

Student(s) 
diagnosed with 
COVID-19 and 
begins home 
isolation.

COVID-19 POC starts 
a list of close contacts 
of the ill student(s) 
and informs staff,  
parents, guardians, 
or caregivers of close 
contacts of possible 
exposure.5

COVID-19 POC works with 
local health officials to 
assess spread and support 
follow up with staff, 
parents, guardians, or 
caregivers of student(s) 
that had contact with the ill 
student(s).6

Parents, guardians, or caregivers of 
close contacts are advised to keep 
their children home (quarantine 
according to local health department 
requirements) and to consult with 
the student(s)’ healthcare provider 
for evaluation and possible  
COVID-19 test.7

Members of the ill 
student(s)’  household 
and staff who had 
close contact with the 
student are advised to 
quarantine according to 
local health department 
requirements. 7

The ill student(s) can return to 
school and end isolation once the 
following are met:

• 10 days out from the start  
     of the symptoms, AND 

• Fever free for 24 hours  
   without fever reducing  
   medication, AND 

• Symptoms have improved.

Student(s) 
return to school 
following 
existing 
school illness 
management 
policies.

Student 
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COVID-19 
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result.4

Student positive COVID-19 test result.

Parent, guardian, or caregiver 
picks up student(s). Parent, 
guardian, or caregiver 
contacts healthcare provider 
for evaluation and possible 
COVID-19 test.

Note: If a school does not have a 
routine screening testing program, 
the ability to do rapid testing on site 
could facilitate COVID-19 diagnosis 
and inform the need for quarantine 
of close contacts and isolation. 

COVID-19 POC takes student(s) to isolation 
room/area and ensures student(s) is 
properly supervised and masked. The 
parent, guardian, or caregiver is called. 
Arrangements are made for student(s) 
to either go home or seek emergency 
medical attention.3

Note: If multiple ill students must be placed in 
the same isolation room/area, ensure mask use 
and stay at least 6 feet apart while supervised.

Clean and disinfect areas that 
the ill student(s) occupied. 
Ventilate the area(s), wait 
as long as possible before 
cleaning to let virus particles 
settle (at least several hours), 
and use personal protective 
equipment (including any 
protection needed for the 
cleaning and disinfection 
products) to reduce risk  
of infection.

Student(s) 
shows signs 
of infectious 
illness 
consistent 
with
COVID-19.2
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Teacher or staff 
excuses student(s) 
from classroom, 
cohort or area 
within the school.  
Alert the COVID-19 
POC. If masking 
is not required at 
the school, provide 
student with 
mask as soon as 
possible.

WHAT TO DO IF A STUDENT BECOMES SICK OR REPORTS A NEW COVID-19 DIAGNOSIS AT SCHOOL1
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