
INCOMING 6TH GRADE SUMMER READING LIST 
 

Students who will be entering 6th grade during the 2018-2019 school year may choose two of 
the following books to read over the summer. For each book, create a Venn diagram of two of 
the main characters in each story.  Next, identify the parts of a plot map to include the 
Introduction, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action and Resolution.   Lastly write a two-page 
essay for each book read and remember to include ( Beginning, Middle and End). Your Venn 
Diagrams, Plot Mapping and two essays will be due the first week of school, and they will be 
test grades. 
 
        Hoot     Among The Hidden   Perfect 
           By      By         By 
Carl Hiason     Margaret Haddix        Natasha Friend 
 
    

                   
 
 
 
 
       Wonder      The Last Kids on Earth 
                               By           By 
                       Carl Hiaasen            Max Haddix 
 

        
  
*Parents:  Please check on COMMONSENSEMEDIA for more information on each book. 
 
**Plagiarism will result in students receiving a “0” (zero). 
   
 
 



Summer Reading List: 
Incoming 7th graders 

 
Students who will be in 7th grade during the 2018-2019 school year may choose at least two of 
the following books to read over the summer.  Below, you will find a set of instructions on the 
activities required for each of the books. 
*Plagiarism will result in students receiving a zero. 
*Please check Common Sense Media for more information on each book. 
 
   13 Days to Midnight       The House of the Scorpion            Scrawl 
     by Patrick Carman           by Nancy Farmer      by Mark Shulman 
 

  
     
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
       Okay for Now                     The Schwa Was Here              The Novice 
      by Gary Schmidt       by Neal Schusterman          by Taran Matharu 
 

              
           
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 Choose one of the activities below to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of the two books of 
your choice.  This assignment will be due the first week of school, and they will be test grades. 
 

• All written work should be typed. 
• Images and layouts may be done on the computer or by hand. 
• Bring a printed copy of your work labeled clearly with your name. 

 
Option A:  Picture This 
 One important skill in reading is the ability to look back on a piece and decide what overall theme or 
message can be found in it.  Keep in mind that a theme does not summarize a story, but it helps answer the 
question, “What does the author want me to learn from this story?”  For this assignment, you will determine a 
theme for your assigned summer Reading title and depict this theme in both visual and written forms by following 
the instructions below: 
 
Instructions: 

1. Decide on a theme. 
2. On a separate piece of paper, create an image that represents this theme.  Your image can be a single 

symbol or an entire scene, but it should fill a majority of the page.  You may draw the image yourself, create 
a collage of multiple pre-constructed images (from magazines, the computer, etc.), or use a combination of 
both methods. 

3. On an additional sheet of paper, write a paragraph of at least seven sentences explaining what theme you 
chose, why you think that is the theme, and why your image represents this theme. 

Grading Criteria: 
• Work is neat and includes both an image and paragraph. 
• The image is colorful, creative, and logical. 
• The paragraph is at least seven sentences long, fulfills the requirements stated above, and demonstrates an 

accurate understanding of the text. 
• The written portion uses correct grammar and spelling. 

 
Option B:  The Back Cover 
 Many people choose books based on the back cover.  For this project, create a back cover for your assigned 
summer reading book.  Your cover should speak accurately about the story as well as convince others to read it. 
 
Instructions: 
On a separate piece of paper, design the back cover of a book to include the following: 

1. One complete sentence, quoted from the book, that introduces it well.  Please put the page number(s) of 
your quote in parentheses at the end of it. 

2. Write a one paragraph plot summary of at least seven sentences, including the main characters and at 
least three main events.  Although many back covers leave the ending a mystery, please include the ending 
in your summary. 

3. Include at least one image that represents the story. 
Grading Criteria: 

• Work is neat and includes all required parts 
• The chosen quote is logical and enticing to the reader; a page citation is included 
• The plot summary is original, detailed, accurate, at least seven sentences long, and fulfills the expectations 

stated above. 
• Image is clear and logical. 
• The writing uses correct grammar and spelling. 

 
 



 Summer Reading List: 
Incoming 8th graders 

 
Students who will be in 8th grade during the 2018-2019 school year may choose at least two of 
the following books to read over the summer. Challenge yourself to read and analyze novels 
you haven’t read. For each book, analyze one of the main character’s backgrounds, emotional 
needs, flaws, and motivations. Create a graphic organizer for each character and use it to write 
a two-page essay. Make sure to discuss whether or not the character is static or dynamic and 
reference information from the entire novel. Your two essays will be due the first week of 
school, and they will be test grades. 
 
         Novio Boy        The Boy in the Striped Pajamas      The Book Thief 
       by Gary Soto                         by John Boyne      by Marcus Zusak 

          
 
The Diary of a Young Girl              October Sky               Hatchet 
      by Anne Frank          by Homer Hickam       by Gary Paulsen 

                           
 

Please check Common Sense Media for more information on each book. 
Plagiarism will result in student receiving a zero.  

       


