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Course Description 

Young writers will be able to improve their writing skills while exercising their love of 
writing. Students in the Creative Writing class will study and create poetry, fiction, playwriting, 
and screenwriting with a teacher and peers.  Students will participate in readings, discussion, 
writing exercises, and group critiques. Writers will also study and critique examples of writing 
both individually and through collaboration. 
 
Classroom Rules 

The 5 Pillars used by Nickerson High School will be used. 
**If any of these rules are broken, the teacher will decide the appropriate action. Detentions will be 
served with the teacher unless otherwise determined.  
 
Classroom Expectations 

Students should arrive to class and get their materials ready. Students will be responsible for 
completing a journal entry at the beginning of class. Any typed assignments need to be in MLA format. 
 
Units of Study 

This semester we will work on setting, point of view, characters, and other elements important to 
creative writing. The end of the semester will be spent working on a culminating project. 
 
Materials Needed Each Day 
-Folder/Binder 
-Notebook paper 
-Writing journal (provided by Mrs. Ernst) 
-Pens and pencils 
-Chromebook/Charger 
 
Hall Passes 

Each student will be given five bathroom/hall passes a semester. Leaving the room should not 
interrupt class time, and no student should be gone more than five minutes. Students will sign out using 
the clipboard as long as the teacher has given permission. The classroom door will be locked at all times, 
so students must knock when they return. 
 
Technology in the Classroom 

Fully charged devices must be brought to class every day. During some individual class work, 
you may listen to music, but permission must be given by the teacher. Only ONE earbud may be used, 
and it must be quiet enough so other classmates cannot hear. The sounds must be kept off on your device 
and cell phone. Cell phones should not be out unless the teacher has given special permission. Cell phones 
are NOT to be considered a device. Students must go to the office if they want to make a call. 

Any device being used inappropriately will be taken away. The first time will be a warning for 
the student. The second time a parent will be contacted and the device taken. Any other disciplinary 
action will be to the discretion of the teacher and administration. 



Students are responsible for joining their class’s Google Classroom and checking for any posted 
announcements, assignments, etc. They are also responsible for checking their school email daily. 
Assignments will be turned in using Google Classroom. 
 
Determination of Grades 

Assessments (tests, quizzes, and projects) 
Classwork (journal entries, work begun or completed in class) 
Practice (work completed outside of the classroom) 

**Letter grades will be according to the district’s grading scale. 
**The semester final will be worth 15% of your final grade in the class. 
 
Tardy Policy 

Refer to the Student Handbook regarding the district tardy policy. 
 
Absences 

It is the STUDENT’S responsibility to talk to the teacher and pick up any missed assignments. 
Missed quizzes and tests must be made up in the teacher’s classroom at a scheduled time. One class day is 
given per absence to make up missing work. If you are gone for a school sponsored event, the due date 
remains the same. It will be up to the discretion of the teacher if there are special circumstances. 
 
Academic Dishonesty/Plagiarism 

Refer to the Student Handbook. 
 
Bullying/Harassment 

This is a safe classroom, so absolutely NO bullying will be tolerated. Any bullying will be dealt 
with accordingly by the teacher and administration 
 
Contact Information 

The best way to contact me is through email at mernst@usd309ks.org. I am available for student 
help before school from 7:40-8:05, during seminar, and after school from 3:10-3:40. Exceptions are 
meetings, hall duty,  and Scholar’s Bowl practices/competitions. 
 


