
AJHS Jr Panther Band Handbook  
 
This handbook is intended to inform parents and students of the policies and 
procedures which apply to a student’s participation in the AJHS Band 
Program. This handbook coincides directly with that of the AHS “PPMB” 
Handbook. These policies and procedures have proven to be useful in the 
administration of the successful band program we enjoy here at Ashdown 
Public Schools.  The AJHS PANTHER BANDS prepare you directly for the 
AHS “PPMB”! 
 
Staff 
Chelsa Keathley 
AJHS Beginner & Jr. Panther Bands Director 
chopkins@ashdownschools.org 
870.898.4409 
 
Mark Pounds 
AHS PPMB Director 
mpounds@ashdownschools.org 
870.898.3562 ext1017 
 
Eligibility 
7th grade 1st semester must have passed the previous year of academics as 
well as completed all steps of beginner band.  Behavior and grades will also 
be looked at when considering students for the next year of band.  Band is a 
curriculum-based course that builds each year. Once a student quits band, 
they will not be allowed to rejoin.  
 
Requirements 
The requirements are as follows: 
-Attendance at each performance and rehearsal is REQUIRED. 
-If you are a football player and cheerleader and have to perform while we 
are playing, you are excused.  If not, you should be participating in the band. 
-Failure to attend a regular scheduled event or performance without 
proper reason (bed ridden sickness, death in the family) will result in 
the student’s being docked one letter grade (Ex A to B, B to C, etc).  



Conflicts with doctor appointments, hair appointments, and so on will not be 
excused because you have a schedule.  If I excused one, then I would 
have to excuse them all. 
Make sure you keep up with your schedule.  It would be a good idea to make a 
copy for you to have and for your parents to have.   
 
Grading Policy 
Band is a participation-based course.  Students will be graded according to 
attendance of required rehearsals and performances and class participation.  
Depending upon the grading period, performances may weigh heavily on a 
student’s grade.  The following categories will be used in factoring a 
student’s grade: 
Performance-50% 
Rehearsal Attendance/Participation- 40% 
Practice Records- 10% 
 
Extracurricular Cooperation 
Cooperation between the band program and other extracurricular programs 
is essential to the success of our school.  Communication with these 
programs, as well as the students participating in multiple programs, is 
crucial.  Conflicts may arise throughout the school year.  If a conflict does 
arise, the resolution of that conflict is the responsibility of the student.  It 
is also the responsibility of the student to maintain their calendar and keep 
the directors informed of any conflict that might arise. 

 
Expected Student Conduct and Discipline 
The rules for this band are the same as the rules in the student handbook.  
The “BIG 3” rules: 

1. Show respect for others. 
2. Show respect for yourself. 
3. Show respect for Ashdown School Facilities. 

Any Code of Conduct Violation will be corrected according to the handbook. 
 

Daily Rehearsal 
All students are expected to have their horns/drums, sticks, mallets, reeds, 
mouthpieces, neck straps, and all music for rehearsal every day.  Failure to 
have these things will result in punishment of writing definitions from the 
dictionary or whatever the director assigns.  When writing in the dictionary 



the student must write until the class period ends, and then turn in his/her 
work.  Also, if you are too sick to play in rehearsal, then you are probably too 
sick to be at school.  If you come to my class, be prepared to participate in 
rehearsal. 
 
Turning in Money 
If at any time there is money that will need to be turned in, it must be in an 
envelope.  The envelope must contain the student’s name, grade, date, and 
purpose of the monies.  All checks turned in need to be made out to the 
Ashdown Jr. High Band.  It must include the student’s name and purpose of 
the check.  Each student will be given a receipt for all money transactions. 
 
School Owned Instruments 
If a student needs to use a school owned instrument, they must fill out an 
Instrument Check-out Form at the beginning of the year.  The student must 
take care of this instrument while it is in their possession.  When the 
student is done with the instrument, it must be returned promptly upon the 
director’s request.  Damage or destruction of property will be the 
responsibility of the parent/guardian and student for the replacement cost 
of the instrument.  A school administrator and band director will determine 
the extent of student negligence.   
 
Personal Instrument Care 
Each instrument case should be properly labeled with student identification 
and stored in its assigned area.  If there is no room, the director will assign 
a place for you to store your instrument.  Instruments should be taken home 
each/every day for practice.  Instruments left at the school are the 
students’ responsibility.  The school/band directors do not take any 
responsibility for damaged, lost, or stolen instruments belonging to 
individuals. 
 
Travel Policies 
Students in the A.J.H.S. PANTHER BAND as well as the A.H.S. PURPLE 
PRIDE BAND will have many opportunities to travel throughout their band 
career.  All bus policies that appear in the handbook will be strictly enforced 
on every bus trip.  It is very crucial that you, the parent, fill out the BAND 
INFO FORM in the back of the handbook so we will have that student’s 
medical information.  Every student that participates in a band trip must 



travel to the event on a school bus.  Each student will be assigned to a bus 
and seat at the discretion of the director.  After an event is over their 
parents through the director may check out students.  Students may ride 
home with someone else if their parent calls and/or sends a signed note to 
the director in advance.  Every band member and their parent will receive a 
schedule. 
 
**The schedule is tentative.  For each event, I will send home a letter 
and/or send your parent(s) an informative text about the event.  So it is also 
important that we have current phone numbers.  I will let everyone know if 
there is a change in the schedule AS SOON AS I FIND OUT.  Thank you so 
much for your cooperation and flexibility.  Let’s have a great year!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



HANDBOOK FORM 
(Please read, sign, and return forms to director) 

 
I, the parent, have read the handbook to/with my child and 
understand the materials covered within.  I, the student, 
understand that if I fail to adhere to all of the rules and 
regulations stated in this handbook, I will be punished 
accordingly. 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature 
_____________________________________________ 
 
AJHS JR PANTHER BAND Member Signature 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Date __________________________ 

 
 


