
ASHDOWN BEGINNER BAND SYLLABUS/HANDBOOK 
Mrs. Keathley & Mr. Pounds 

 
Welcome to beginner band!  We are so delighted to have all of you here!  
Below is a general guideline of what some of our goals are for this year, a list 
of materials you will need, and some of our class expectations. 
 
Staff 
Chelsa Keathley 
AJHS Beginner & Jr. Panther Bands Director 
870.898.4409 
chopkins@ashdownschools.org 
 
Mark Pounds 
AHS PPMB Director 
870.898.3562 ext 1017 
mpounds@ashdownschools.org 
 
Eligibility 
Any 6th grade student that would like to be in band will have the opportunity.  
You may ONLY start band in 7th grade if you are moving in from another 
school district or under a special circumstance.   It is important that all 
students get 3 years of band before moving on to the high school level.  
Band is a curriculum- based course that builds each year.  Once a student 
quits, they are not allowed to rejoin. 
 
Materials 
Horns and/or Drum Kits (reeds, mouthpieces, neck straps, ligatures, cork 
grease, valve oil, sticks, mallets, etc.) 
Tradition of Excellence Book 1 and/or Percussion Book 
Black 3 Ring Binder with sheet protectors 
Pencils 

 
Extracurricular Cooperation 
Cooperation between the band program and other extracurricular programs 
is essential to the success of our school.  Communication with these 
programs, as well as the students participating in multiple programs, is 



crucial.  Conflicts may arise throughout the school year.  If a conflict does 
arise, the resolution of that conflict is the responsibility of the student.  It 
is also the responsibility of the student to maintain their calendar and keep 
the directors informed of any conflict that might arise. 
 

Class Procedures 
1. Be on time to all classes, rehearsals, and other events. 
2. When you enter the room, check the board for instruction, get your 

instrument out and ready to play.  All cases need to be left on the 
storage shelf, out of the way.  All other belongings need to be left in 
areas designated by the directors. 

3. You must be seated and ready to play by 2 minutes after the bell 
rings. 

4. Follow all directions and rules set forth by your directors. 

 
Grading Policy 
A=90-100 PTS 
B=80-89.99PTS 
C=70-79.99 
D=60-60.99 
F=0-59.99 
 
There will be tests and worksheets given throughout the year.  There will 
also be two required performances, our Christmas and Spring Concert.  If 
there are any more performances opportunities, then Mr. Pounds and Mrs. 
Keathley will let you know well in advance of these dates.  Failure to attend 
these performances will result in a talk with the band directors and possibly 
further action of punishment.  
 
 
Expectations when in Band 

1. No food, drink, candy, gum, etc. in the room at any time. 
2. I will dismiss you, not the bell. 
3. No rowdy play at any time (Keep hands, feet, and any other objects to 

yourself). 
4. Everything has its place; if you get something out, put it back when 

you are done. 



5. Respect everyone in the room. 
6. Respect everything in the room.  If it isn’t yours, don’t touch it. 
7. Keep all areas clean and neat. 
8. Always follow school rules. 
9. Always knock before entering a closed door. 
10. Never go in the director’s office or storage areas without permission.   

 
Lack of Preparation for Class 
All students are expected to have their horns/drums, sticks, mallets, reeds, 
mouthpieces, neck straps, and all music for rehearsal every day.  Failure to 
have these things will result in punishment of writing definitions from the 
dictionary or whatever the director assigns.  When writing in the dictionary 
the student must write until the class period ends, and then turn in his/her 
work.  Also, if you are too sick to play in rehearsal, then you are probably too 
sick to be at school.  If you come to my class, be prepared to participate in 
rehearsal. 
 
Turning in Money 
If at any time there is money that will need to be turned in, it must be in an 
envelope.  The envelope must contain the student’s name, grade, date, and 
purpose of the monies.  All checks turned in need to be made out to the 
Ashdown Jr. High Band.  It must include the student’s name and purpose of 
the check.  Each student will be given a receipt for all money transactions. 

 
School Owned Instruments 
If a student needs to use a school owned instrument, they must fill out an 
Instrument Check-out Form at the beginning of the year.  The student must 
take care of this instrument while it is in their possession.  When the 
student is done with the instrument, it must be returned promptly upon the 
director’s request.  Damage or destruction of property will be the 
responsibility of the parent/guardian and student for the replacement cost 
of the instrument.  A school administrator and band director will determine 
the extent of student negligence.   
 
 
We will follow the “Big 3” rules and regulations in your student handbook.  
Failure to abide by these rules will result in punishment according to the 
Ashdown School District Handbook. 



Syllabus/Handbook Agreement 
 

By signing below you are indicating that you have read, understand and agree 
to abide by the policies of the Ashdown Beginner Band Music course.  Please 
sign and return during the first week of class.   
 
Student’s Name 
(Printed)__________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian 
Signature_________________________________________________ 
 
Date_______________ 
 
 


