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Read The King’s Fifth by Scott O’Dell.

Create your own character in the same setting, but with a 
different conflict than the protagonist in The King’s Fifth.

Make a 5-day diary from your character’s perspective telling their 
journey. 

The diary entries should follow the plot diagram of a fictional 
story.

Include a map of the setting with a compass rose, paths, natural 
landforms, and important landmarks from your character’s diary. 
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Points will be added or subtracted from the skills listed in the middle column. If you 
meet more criteria in the left-hand column, then your score will be lower in the 0-84 
range. If you meet more criteria in the right-hand column, then your score will be 
close to or above 100. This is a project/test grade, so push yourself to +Advanced. 

-REVISION NEEDED  MEETS EXPECTATIONS  +ADVANCED  

9 or below 
Less than 5 completed and/or it 
is difficult to tell where one entry 
ends and another begins. 

ENTRIES 
The writer has at least 5 different 
entries labeled as their 
character’s diary (10 points) 

11 
The writer continued diary entries 
as their story unfolded. 

9 or below 
The setting is unknown or 
mentioned briefly and does not 
seem to affect the character or 
conflict. 

SETTING 
The writer included where and 
when the story takes place with 
basic details (10) 

11 
The setting is not only described 
but worked in throughout the story 
with an obvious effect on the 
character/mood/conflict. 

9 or below 
The protagonist as a character is 
unclear and narrates like a 
report of events, rather than by a 
true journaling tone. 

CHARACTER 
The writer created a protagonist 
with an appropriate name and 
background to the setting that is 
different from the protagonist in 
The King’s Fifth and narrates in 
first-person point of view (10) 

11 
The protagonist has a distinct 
personality with emotions and 
voice as told in the narration and 
point of view. 

9 or below 
The diary entries do not seem to 
follow a plot or tell an interesting 
story. 

PLOT 
The writer’s diary entries tell a 
general story where a conflict 
must be resolved. (10) 

11 
It is clear the writer included all 
elements of plot (exposition, rising 
action, climax, falling action, and 
resolution) within their story. The 
story also includes other devices 
such as suspense, irony, flashback, 
etc. 

4 or below 
Graphics and information are 
incomplete and/or appear to be 
done last minute or not at all. 
 

GRAPHICS 
The writer included a map of 
their setting with a compass 
rose, paths, natural landforms, 
and important landmarks from 
their character’s diary. (5) 
 

6 
Graphics are detailed and carefully 
drawn and explained. May have 
included additional creative 
information not listed. Effort was 
made for the actual diary to 
appear from a historical time. 

4 or below 
 
Number of errors distract from 

FORMATTING AND MECHANICS 
 
The writer edited for spelling, 

6 
 
Writing is neat and has 0-2 errors. 

 



 

the reading. 
 
 

punctuation, and grammar. 
Everything is generally correct. 
 (5) 

 
 

40 Points (0-84) 50 Points (85-94) 60 Points (95-104) 
 

 




