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Read Smack Dab in the Middle of Maybe  by Jo Watson Hackl.

Pick one of the themes below:

The importance of family is above all else.

Education can come from more than just school.

Independence is necessary to grow up, though it can be scary at 
times.

Write an essay with an introduction, reasons with examples, and a 
conclusion explaining how the novel supports the theme you picked. 
Be sure to include examples from your own summer activities to 
help support your point.
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6th Grade 
The Joe Barnhart Academy  

Theme Essay for Smack Dab in the Middle of Maybe by Jo Hackl 
Points will be added or subtracted from the skills listed in the middle column. If you 
meet more criteria in the left-hand column, then your score will be lower in the 0-84 
range. If you meet more criteria in the right-hand column, then your score will be 
close to or above 100. This is a project/test grade, so push yourself to +Advanced. 

-REVISION NEEDED  MEETS EXPECTATIONS  +ADVANCED  

9 or below 
 
Missing info about the title, 
author, and/or genre. 
Summary is incomplete or too 
detailed. Claim statement is 
missing. 

INTRODUCTION  
 
The writer provided 
background about the story 
and stated their claim about 
the theme. (10 points) 

11 
The writer included the title, 
author, and genre in the intro 
and a 3-sentence summary 
about the novel. This 
paragraph ended with the 
thesis statement or claim 
about how the novel supports 
the theme picked from the 
instructions. 

4 or below 
The essay does not break into 
paragraphs logically.  
 
 
 

ORGANIZATION 
The writer used paragraphs to 
build their argument in a 
logical way that followed the 
sequence of the story. (5) 

6 
The paragraphs are used to 
present a new idea about the 
topic. 

4 or below 
Transitions are not used in the 
essay. 
 

TRANSITIONS 
The writer used some 
transition* words or 
statements. (5) 
 
*see https://bit.ly/transela 
 

6 
The writer used a variety of 
transitions effectively to 
explain reasoning without 
phrases such as “I am going 
to...I am writing….In this paper, 
etc.…” 

9 or below 
There are no explanations 
given as to why text evidence 
from the story helps support 
the claim. 

REASONING  
The writer explained parts of 
the story before/after using 
quotes. (10) 

11 
The writer explains how the 
text evidence supports their 
claim along with how their 
summer project experiences 
support the claim. 

9 or below 
The write had little or no 
evidence to effectively 
support reasoning 

EVIDENCE 
The writer used at least 3 
pieces of convincing evidence 
from the story to support their 

11 
The writer used a combination 
of evidence from the story 
and from their Culture of 

https://bit.ly/transela


 
 

reasons and claim. (10)  Change summer projects to 
support their claim. 

4 or below 
Book title capitalization and 
underlining, paragraph 
indents, and/or quotation 
marks are missing or incorrect 

FORMATTING  
Paragraphs, titles and quotes 
are mostly formatted 
correctly. (5) 

6 
There are no errors in 
formatting throughout the 
essay. 

4 or below 
No attempts made to check 
for obvious errors that distract 
from the reading. Final work 
looks like a first draft. 

EDITING  
The student obviously edited 
for spelling, punctuation, 
capitalization and other 
grammatical errors. (5) 

6 
Writing is neat and has 0-2 
errors. 

 
40 Points (0-84) 50 Points (85-94) 60 Points (95-104) 




