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Libbey Elementary 
1350 Oak Street 

Platte1.org    T: 307-322-3836 

 

 
   
 
 
Classic Kindergarten: 

Wow, it’s hard to believe we have already been in school for half a 

year! I asked the kids what is the most important thing they have 

learned so far this year?  Here is what they had to 

say:                     

Harper – learning and counting 

Kate – letters                                                    

Oakley – letters 

Ryatt – letters 

Cooper H. – Miss Burkett teaches me 

Corbin – to be nice 

Taylor – to make friends 

Gunner – stay in my seat 

Tanner – be kind and be friends, and learn about animals 

Roman – PE is healthy 

Hadley – making friends 

Mark – sit on carpet 

Luke – listening 

Dane – being kind 

Quin - singing songs in music 

As I look back at their responses, I’d say they really hit the nail on the head. We learn new 

things every day, whether it be academic, behavioral, or social. I learn so much from my 

students each year as well. I think the most important thing I have learned so far this year is 

how amazing these kids are and how the little things matter most. Smiles, hugs, kind words, and 

laughter help us all grow and enjoy learning! The first part of the year has gone by so fast, I 

hope the second half slows down! 

Upcoming Events 

January 

6th: 1st day back to school! 

6th: PTO Meeting 

6pm, Mrs. McKain’s room 

16th:  

2nd Quarter Awards 

Assembly 

8:30, WHS Auditorium 

20th: 

SNOW DAY MAKE UP DAY 

 

 

 

 

https://libbey.platte1.org/
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 Kindergarten:  

 
Kindergarteners have finished our Second Unit in Reading of Zoology. Students learned about mammals, 
reptiles, amphibians, birds, and fish.  We are also working very hard on learning our Power Words. A BIG 
thank you to parents for practicing at home.   We really appreciate your support.  In January, we will begin 
our third unit in Reading with our topic of Ecology.  We are excited to learn about savannah, forests, oceans, 
and deserts.   We also are learning to write about what we read using a main topic and key detail. 

In math, Kindergarteners are working on our units in Geometry. We are learning about shapes and solid 
figures. We will also be learning about positions and locations of shapes.   

Kindergarten had our Christmas Program on December 12th at 6:30 at Wheatland High School Auditorium. 
Some of the student’s favorite songs were “Jolly Old Saint Nicholas” and “Frosty the Snowman”.  We also 
shared our Christmas spirit by caroling. Some classes sang at the Nursing Home and Senior Citizens Center 
on December 17th and 19th while the other classes sang throughout the halls of the high school! The kids 
were SO looking forward to spreading cheer to all!  

Our classroom parties were on December 20th at 8:30 following our all school sing.  Thank you to all parents 
who help make our parties fun.  

The weather has been very cold lately!!  Please help your child remember to bring their coat, hat, and 
gloves each day to school.  On snowy days, please send students with boots and snow pants. It is also a 
great time to work on zipping skills. Students love playing in the snow when they have all their winter gear 
on! Let’s bundle up and enjoy the snow! 

On December 20th school will be released from school at 1:00.  Christmas break begins December 21st and 

students return to school on January 6th.  Enjoy your family and the holiday season.  We look forward to all 

the exciting learning in the New Year! 

 
 
 
 
1st Grade:          

 

The First Grade students are finishing up their study on wild animals! Each student will be 

creating a probe report to tell about a wild animal. Please feel free to stop in after 

Christmas vacation to see their probes displayed throughout the First Grade Hallway. A 

BIG thanks to Mr. Martin Hicks, an animal biologist from the Game and Fish Department 
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for coming in to teach us about Wyoming wild animals. We enjoyed learning about animals 

that we see where we live. 

To get into the Christmas spirit, we are participating in the 12 Days of Random Acts of 

Christmas Kindness. We hope we are making the day of someone else a little more special 

for them. 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd Grade:  
 

    In Second Grade we recently finished up our bug projects!  Everyone completed a final report 

including a table of contents, a glossary and a diorama!  We hope you will check them out in the 

library after break! 
 

     In math, we have been working on two-digit addition and we will continue to practice 

throughout the month!  We are also working on fluently adding and subtracting within 20. 
 

     On December 19th we participated in Grinch themed rotations and watched the movie!  We 

also made a craft with Parks & Rec and the Library.  Friday, December 20th will be our parties 

following the all school sing.  We will celebrate as a grade level! 
 

           

 

 
Specials: 
ART: Our kindergarten students have been working on improving their scissor and gluing 

skills.  They have been exploring the medium of watercolor. 
  
First graders have been working with crayon resist as they created an original snow globe scene. 
Second grade students planned and created a three dimensional version of the bug they are studying 
in their homeroom. 
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Counselor’s Corner: 
During Second Step lessons throughout December, and into January, we have a focus on the 
development of emotional intelligence. Students are working very hard at understanding and 
managing strong emotions throughout our school day. We are working to identify and practice coping 
skills that allow each student to control and express their emotions appropriately. Also, don’t forget 
about our new school closet. We are currently accepting donations to our school closet, and you can 
find more information about what to donate on the District's Facebook page. What a fantastic way to 
spread holiday cheer! Thank you so much for all of those generous donations already received, and I 
hope everyone has a wonderful holiday season! 

 
 
Secretary:   
 
If you receive a weekend backpack, don’t forget to be bringing those empty backpacks 
back every week so we can get them refilled! 
 

School starts again Monday, January 6 at 8:00 sharp! We can’t wait to see all the 
smiling faces of our students! 

 
 

 
Principal’s Page:  
 
With the holiday approaching quickly it’s the season of giving and receiving. Parents have been 
reminding kids to say thank you for ages and research links gratitude to many benefits, including 
better grades, better relationships, and even better health.  

 

Instill a sense of gratitude in your child: 

 

Shift your focus. This winter turn your attention to family time and helping others. What do you have 
that others might need or want? How can you share? Your family might donate items, volunteer time, 
or find ways to be kind to others. Make a list of all the ways to help other people without spending a 
dime. www.randomactsofkindness.com has great ideas!  

 

http://www.randonactsofkindness.com/
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Make gratitude lists.  Encourage your child to focus on what they have instead of what they don't 
have. They may not have the newest video game or coolest sneakers, but there's always something 
for which to be thankful. Start a New Year's resolution early and have every family member write 
down one thing they are thankful for in a journal each day. The things most treasured by people aren't 
things, but are the relationships with family and friends.  

 

Be a role model. When someone does something kind, show appreciation. When your child takes 
out the trash without being told, take note. Let your child know they helped the family without being 
asked by saying “thank you.” 

 

In closing, I would like to share that I am so happy to be a part of your child’s education. Enjoy the 
special moments of this season with your children, family, and friends and may you have many fond 
memories for years to come. Happy New Year, and we look forward to seeing you in 2020. 

 

Sincerely in Education, 

 

Mr. Schaffner 

 


