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WEST ELEMENTARY…… 

‘A GREAT PLACE TO HANG YOUR HAT’ 

OCTOBER  

OCT 1st WEST SPIRIT WEEK 

OCT 3RD  3RD & 4TH GRADE AG EXPO 

OCT 4TH PIE SALES PACKETS DUE 

OCT 8th STEAM STARTS @ WMS 

OCT 11TH PICTURE RETAKES 

OCT 15TH  SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

OCT 19TH  END OF QUARTER 1 

OCT 25TH  1st QUARTER AWARDS ASSEMBLY 

OCT 26TH NO SCHOOL 

  

 

NOVEMBER  

NOV 1ST PIE DELIVERY 

NOV 1ST 4TH GRADE HISTORICAL FIELD TRIP 

NOV 8TH 5TH GRADE MUSIC PROGRAM 



BLAZIN’ A TRAIL  

WITH  

DR. BEGIN 

 

Here it is, October, and we are half way through the first Quarter.   During the first 

part of the school year students have worked hard at learning classroom and school 

routines.  In the classrooms, students are working at building caring communities 

where they can support one another in their learning.  

A classroom goal that all students are currently working on is building stamina for 

reading.  This includes the number of minutes that students are able to stay focused on 

reading and the total number of minutes they are reading each day.  It is fun to see 

each of them rise to this challenge and the excitement they have in describing their 

successes.   

Another classroom goal has been for students to build their math fact fluency.  

Students are practicing daily in the classrooms to build automaticity in their use of 

addition, subtraction, and multiplication facts. Parents can help student achieve these 

goals faster by encouraging students to practice at home. 

To build a positive school environment, students have also learned about the behavior 

expectations for many of our common areas.  In the hallways, students move quickly 

and quietly between locations.  They are becoming more aware everyday of how their 

voices carry in our building and how important it is for them to be respectful of others 

who are learning.    

In the cafeteria, we have set out extra tables and have given students the option to sit 

where they are most comfortable.   While students are provided with a time that they 

may leave to go to recess they are also allowed to stay and finish eating if they are not 

yet done with their meal.   Students have learned that it important to be good citizen in 

the lunchroom by maintaining an appropriate voice level, being respectful of others 

space and cleaning up after themselves when it is time to leave.   

On the playground, students have been provided opportunities for games and activities.  

With each new activity there are new rules that must be learned.  In everything they 

do, students are guided to be respectful, responsible, and safe.   

As we move forward through the remainder of the year students will continue to build 

their understanding of what it means to be respectful, responsible and safe.   We are so 

proud of our students and the positive growth they have made in one short month.  As 

we look forward to the end of our quarter we want to invite parents to come share with 

us as we celebrate some of these successes.  The quarter one assembly will be held on 

October 25 at 8:30 AM.  Hope to see you all there! 

      Dr. Vicki Begin, West Elementary Principal  



AG EXPO ~ Oct 3rd 

 

 

 

~Like snowflakes, no two cows have exactly the same pattern of spots.    

~There are 47 different breeds of sheep in the U.S. 

~Pork is the most widely eaten meat in the world. 

~Elevators in the Statue of Liberty use a soybean-based hydraulic fluid. 

~The longest recorded flight of a chicken is 13 seconds. 

~The average dairy cow produces seven gallons of milk a day, 2,100 pounds of milk a month, and 46,000 

glasses of milk a year. 

~Raising beef cattle is the single largest segment of American agriculture. 

~One pound of wool can make 10 miles of yarn. There are 150 yards (450 feet) of wool yarn in a baseball. 

~Soybeans are an important ingredient for the production of crayons. In fact, one acre of soybeans can 

produce 82,368 crayons. 

~The heaviest turkey ever raised weighed 86 pounds, about the size of an average third-grader. 

~Cows must give birth to a calf in order to produce milk. 

 



 

Calamity Crowley’s 

Nursing Notes 

 

Wondering how the school decides 
when to send your child back to 
class or to send them home. The 
guidelines we use are fairly simple. 
We have found a simple chart to 
help you make heads or tails of the 
decisions we make here at school. 

 



‘RIDING ALONG OUR RANGE’ 

5th grade is having a stellar start to the school year. In Math we are beginning to 

work on multi-digit multiplication and will be finishing the quarter with division. 

In Reading we are finishing our first unit, reading My Teacher is an Alien, and 

working on summarizing and vocabulary. Social Studies is focusing on Early 

European Explorers and in Science we are exploring the solar system and the 

atmosphere!  Writing is bringing it altogether with a focus on responding to 

literature and a R.A.C.E. response. 5th grade would like to invite all of our 

parents to our first ever “Take Your Parent to School Day” on Oct. 19th!! 

 

4th grade is off to a great start! Students are improving their reading and writing 

stamina. We are reading a lot of fiction and non-fiction and focusing on 

identifying Academic (words author’s use to enhance writing) and Technical 

words (words used in writing that are specific to a topic). In Social Studies we are 

learning about the different regions of the United States and basic map reading 

skills. Earth Science is the focus in science right now. We’ve studied soil to find 

out what makes up soil and how physical and chemical weathering effect the 

earth. In our Life science unit in later quarters, we will need some pill bugs 

and/or sow bugs (aka roly-poly bugs). If you’d like to start gathering them now, 

before it gets too cold, we’d appreciate it! 

 

Greetings from the third grade!  Third graders have been working hard to start 

the year.  We are still working on behaviors and expectations.  In math students 

have been working on rounding and different addition and subtraction strategies.  

In science, students have been working on plants and how they grow.  Soon we 

will be working on the life cycle of crayfish.  In reading, students continue to 

build their reading stamina through independent reading time.  Our goal is 30 

minutes a day and 30 minutes at home every night.  Third graders will be headed 

to the fairgrounds next Wednesday, October 3rd for the AG Expo.  Please send a 

jacket and close-toed shoes since we will be outside most of the morning.   





ROPE IN A GOOD BOOK 

 

 

 

I have been very busy processing new 

books, meeting (and trying to remember 

the names!) of many of our new 

students, and also in the planning stages 

of setting up the Fall Scholastic Book 

Fair.  I have confirmed the dates of 

Monday, November 12th to Friday, November 16th for the book fair. 

We are also going to have our Fall family literacy night, “Once Upon a 

Family Time” on Tuesday, November 13th from 4pm to 6pm featuring 

many events including face painting, guest readers, an idiom booth, and a 

bookmark station to name a few. The book fair will be open until 6:30pm 

that evening so “round up” your family for this much anticipated event.  

Watch our school website or your student’s backpack for all the details 

getting closer to the date. 

The book fair takes many helpers to make it successful and parent 

volunteers are the key to a profitable book fair. I will be sending volunteer 

request forms a couple of weeks prior to the fair so if you are available, 

you can pick the times that are the most convenient for your schedule. I 

appreciate all the support I’ve received from the parents and the 

community during the previous book fairs and it wouldn’t be possible 

without them so if you would like to help in any way, please contact me at 

307-322-4180. Ext. 3035. 

Happy Reading and have a wonderful Fall!    

Mrs. Sluss 

Media Specialist 



Lisa Young, M.Ed., Art Specialist 

lisa.young@platte1.org 

(307) 322-4180 ext. 2026 

West/Libbey Elementary Schools 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

Over the next few weeks, your student will be working on a graphic art design in his/her 

art class.  When the project is finished, we will be sending it home for you to see it. 

Information will be sent home with the artwork to allow you the opportunity to purchase 

cards made from this design to benefit the art programs at West.  When you get this 

piece of artwork, you will have a few options of what you would like to do with it--- 

Option 1:  You may return the project with a completed order form and check to have 

the artwork printed on the front of 4”x5” notecards for your use. (Return by October 19, 

2018.) 

Option 2:  You may return the project for your student to mount on construction paper 

to bring home to be proudly displayed as a completed project. 

Option 3:  You may say no thanks to options 1 or 2 and keep the project at home. 

 

Please be watching for this wonderful opportunity to share your student’s art work with 

others. 

Thank you for allowing me the privilege of working with your student and sharing with 

him/her the wonderful world of visual art. 

 

 

 

Lisa Young, M.Ed. 

Art Specialist 

West/Libbey 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

To receive the REMIND notifications that are sent from  

Dr. Begin, follow these directions:  

 

1. For Smart Phones: On your iPhone or Android 

phone, open your web browser and go to the 

following link: rmd.at/westelempa. Follow the 

instructions to sign up for Remind. You’ll be 

prompted to download the mobile app.  

 

2. For Text Notifications: Text the message 

@westelempa to the number 81010.  

 

3. If you’re having trouble with 81010, try texting 

@westelempa to (307) 213-2866. 



 
Idiom of the Month Grade Level Challenge 

September Sports Idioms 

 

 
  

Hit it Out of The Park WEST ELEMENTARY!! 

The bulletin board by the office will have a new idiom 

challenge each month.  What is an Idiom?  An idiom is a 

saying that does not make literal, logical, or grammatical 

sense, but people within the culture understand its meaning.  

All students will have the opportunity to record their answers 

on four idioms each month based on a theme.   Each student 

may only turn in 1 response sheet per month and must name 

the idiom AND explain the meaning.   Blank response forms 

will be posted beside the bulletin board as well as a place  to 

submit your answers.  At the end of the month, each student 

in the class with the most correct answers will win a token for 

a small ice cream cone at Interstate Gas and will be 

announced on the morning announcements.  This year we 

have added the grand slam award for a class that wins three 

months in a row. That class will win a classroom popcorn 

party. 

 

 



 

 

‘GET ALONG LITTLE DOGGIES’ 

 

Parents if you have a 4th or 5th grade student 

and they like to sing, they are invited to join 

West Singers. We practice on Tuesday and 

Thursday during lunch recess time.  They 

must audition to get in.  Auditions for West 

Singers will be held on Tuesday, September 

25th and Thursday, September 27th.  They will be held in the music 

room from 12:00–12:30 pm.  We will begin rehearsals on Tuesday 

October 2nd.  We will practice from 11:55–12:15 pm.  Please contact 

Mrs. Collins if you have questions. 

 

 

 

 

STEAM STAMPEDE……………………… 

 

STEAM program for 3rd-8th grade will begin October 

8th at WMS. The first session will run from October 

8th to November 9th. The second session will run 

November 26th to December 14th. There will be NO 

program the first Friday of each month. So we will not 

have program November 2nd and December 7th. The 

topic of the first session will be Financial 

Responsibility. We will talk about savings accounts, 

checking accounts, how to count money and how 

interest works, etc. Carolie Pollock and Hannah 

Crowley will be the teachers for our fall session.  


