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~SAVE THE DATES~ 

    

SEPTEMBER 4
th

  NO SCHOOL 

    

SEPTEMBER 7
th

   LABOR DAY   NO SCHOOL 

 

September 29
th

  Student Pictures/class picture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The greatest power on Earth is the magnificent power we all 

possess… the power of the human brain!” – Professor X 



 

 
 

Welcome back to school!! It certainly is great to have kids roaming the halls again. As we 

begin another school year please take a look at all the programs and informational items that 

are available. Please reference our district website, platte1.org, join our Remind apps for 

classroom information, and be prepared for Blackboard updates that include up to date 

information on drills, events, and other timely reminders.  

  

On Reading: Common sense tells us that kids who do not read miss opportunities to learn. 

Here are 5 quick reasons to incorporate reading into your daily lives.  

• Reading is exercise for your brain. 

• Reading can make you smarter. 

• Reading improves concentration.  

• Reading improves communication abilities.  

• Reading encourages creativity. 

Our goals is for students to get 2-steps of reading every night. As educators and parents we 

do understand that this is sometimes a struggle with all the other activities going on. But, 

please give it your best effort! We appreciate it. 

Lastly, please visit our district website for information on “Food for Weekends.” This is a 

community partnership to address the nutritional needs of families on weekends during the 

school year. Students pick up the backpacks on Thursday of Friday or the last day of school 

before a holiday, and then return the empty backpacks to school on Monday, or the next day 

of school. Volunteers then fill the backpacks to be distributed again the following week. 

Backpacks will contain non-perishable food items, which are easy to prepare or ready to eat.  

 

Here’s to a great school year! 

Mr. Waring 

 

“You only have your thoughts and dreams ahead of you. You are someone. You mean 

something.” – Batman 



CLASSROOM 
 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from the third grade!  We are so excited to be back with students!  

Third grade is up and running!  Students have been learning and practicing all 

of the rules and routines at West Elementary.  We will begin tracking reading 

steps soon so please make sure your child reads for thirty minutes every night and 

has their planner signed.  In math we are working on rounding.  All of us are looking forward 

to a great year. 

 

School is off to a great start in fourth grade! Students have adjusted well with 

all of our changes and are ready to tackle this year.  We are working hard on 

getting into routines and setting expectations to achieve high levels of learning. 

September will be full! We’ll be building our stamina in reading and choosing 

“just right” books. In math we will be working on multiplication and division: meanings and 

facts. Multiplication fact fluency is really important in 4th grade so please encourage your 

child to practice facts at home. In science we will be learning about organisms and their 

environment in Life Science and will begin our Earth Science study soon. With the elections 

soon approaching, we will be starting our Social Studies learning with elections.  Some people 

think reading maps has become a thing of the past, but we still find it important to learn 

about them, so in Social Studies we will be learning about map and globe skills  followed by 

Geography in the United States. In 4th grade we rotate classes for Science, Social Studies, and 

Writing. Mrs. Amundson will be teaching science, Mrs. Teten will be teaching Social Studies, 

and Mrs. Wedemeyer will be teaching writing during rotations. We are excited to share this 

year with your child and look forward to a great year!  

 

5th is already off to an amazing start to their year. We are starting off in 

Reading with our first core novel, My Teacher is an Alien. We are doing an 

overview of all important literature components while enjoying our Science 

Fiction book. In Math, we are brushing up on place value and will begin adding 

and subtracting decimals. Science will be exploring the Earth and Sun and Social Studies will 

be starting out with Early American History. 



Food for Weekends Program 

We feel fortunate to have the opportunity to have our students participate in the Food 4 Weekends 

program. The program is being sponsored by the Platte County Ministerial Association, UW Extension 

CentSible Nutrition, Food Bank of the Rockies, and Platte County #1. The program is 

provided to address the nutritional needs of families on weekends during the school 

year. All families interested in applying, must complete the application and 

return it to the school office. Applications can be accessed by going to the 

district main website (platte1.org) and scrolling down to find the quick link located on the right side of 

the page or can be picked up at all Platte #1 Schools and the District Office located at 1350 Oak Street in 

Wheatland. 
 

Free and Reduced Lunch Numbers Matter 

At beginning of every year all PCSD#1 schools offer students the opportunity to apply for a free or 

reduced lunches. Funding for students who qualify is provide through, The National School Lunch 

Program (NSLP). The NSLP “is a federally assisted meal program operating in 

public and nonprofit private schools and residential child care institutions. It 

provides nutritionally balanced, low-cost or free lunches to children each 

school day.”   

Federal grants, such as Title one require that a school have a certain 

percentage of students receiving free or reduced lunches in order to qualify for funding. Schools that do 

not demonstrate an economic need through their free and reduced numbers receive little or no funding 

under some grants. Based on the number of student applications, schools within the same school 

district may qualify at varying levels. The numbers indicate that we are not providing services to many of 

our students who could qualify. We want to encourage the parents of these students to submit a free 

and reduced lunch application which must be renewed at the beginning of each new school year. Those 

needing assistance in completing the application may contact the secretary at their child’s school. 

Applications are available at each school’s office, the district office, or can be downloaded from a 

PowerSchool parent account. 

 

Negative Lunch Balance Accounts 

West students with negative lunch balances will be sent home with a weekly note towards 

the end of every week.  Lunch notes will provide parents with the negative account 

balance amount.  Payments are required in a timely manner and accounts must be kept 

current.  You may send cash or check with your student to the West office.  Once payment 

is received, a receipt will be sent home with your student and lunch accounts will be 

updated every Thursday.  Parents will also receive a weekly BlackBoard sent to your cell phone, to keep 

you informed on student balances.  In addition, you may also check your students account balance and 

have the option to make a payment on your Parent PowerSchool.  If you have questions or concerns in 

regards to your students lunch account, please feel free to call the West office at 322-4180.   



Standard Response Protocols 

To prepare for potential crisis situations, West Elementary utilizes the protocols available through the I 

Love You Guys Foundation, and the Standard Response Protocols. Staff and students regularly practice 

these protocols and parents/guardians will be notified via Blackboard Connect of each time these are 

practiced or utilized. The Crisis protocols currently practiced and used at West Elementary include:  

1. Lockout: Indicates a potential threat outside of the school. All students are kept 

inside the building. Outside doors are locked and no one is allowed in or out of the 

building. Business as usual inside the school. If you see this posted, move away from 

the building to a safe location. Office staff will be accessible through the school 

phone. 

2. Lockdown: Indicates a threat inside the school that cannot be contained. All 

outside doors are locked and students are moved to locked areas within the school. 

If you see this posted move away from the building to a safe location. Office staff 

will be unavailable to take any calls. 

3. Evacuate: Indicates a hazard within or outside the school (fire, gas, chemical, smoke etc.). Students 

are moved from classrooms to identified areas outside of the school. If you see this posted, move away 

from the building to a safe location. Office staff will be unavailable to take any calls. 

4. Shelter: Indicates a need to take shelter within the school (earthquake, tornado etc.). Students are 

moved to safe supporting walls inside the school. If you see this posted move away from the building to 

a safe location. Office staff will be unavailable to take any calls. 

5. Hold in Place: Indicates an emergency situation or potential safety risk within the school. There are 

three levels of hold in place that are used at West. 

a. Hold in Place Office: indicates an emergency or potential safety risk that is contained by the 

office. When this hold is called, students continue their regular schedule. They have normal access to 

bathrooms, library and playground. Alternate exits are used to access specials and the lunchroom.  

b. Hold in Place Library: indicates an emergency or potential safety risk that is contained in the 

library or area surrounding the library. When this hold is called students continue their regular schedule. 

They have access to bathrooms, specials, playground, and lunchroom through back hallways and 

alternate exits.  

c. Hold in Place All School: indicates an emergency or potential safety risk outside of classrooms. 

When this hold is called students are held in classroom where they continue to work.   

 

 

 

“There is a superhero in all of us, we just need the courage to put 

on the cape.” -Superman 

https://iloveuguys.org/srp.html


 

  



 



 

 

 


